
Friday 1 July 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
position is on the closure of music departments in educational establishments and what action it will 
take to support the teaching of music at all educational levels.  

 (S4W-969) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government recognises the value of the expressive arts and is 
committed to the actions detailed in the education and the arts, culture and creativity action plan, 
launched in September 2010. Expressive arts is one of eight curriculum areas within Curriculum for 
Excellence – these areas underpin all learning and teaching, with the expressive arts experiences and 
outcomes enabling all young people to develop skills and abilities in the areas of art and design, 
dance, drama as well as music.  That said, any decisions on the closure of music departments in 
educational establishments are a matter for local authorities. 

Additionally, the Scottish Government continues to fund the Youth Music Initiative (YMI), which is 
delivered through Creative Scotland, in partnership with local authorities, on behalf of the government. 
YMI supports more than 300 projects each year, covering all musical genres, age groups and teaching 
methods. We have invested £67.5 million in high quality music programmes via the YMI and we have 
committed a further £10 million for 2011-12. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whom it has 
appointed as special advisers and what their (a) role and (b) salary banding is. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2011 (S4W-282) 

John Swinney: The special advisers appointed to date are: 

Name Appointed Role 

Kevin Pringle 26 May 
2011 

Head of Communications, strategic communication across all 
portfolios and political spokesperson 

Noel Dolan 26 May 
2011 

Support to the Deputy First Minister, Health, Wellbeing and Cities 
Strategy 

Stephen 
Noon 

26 May 
2011 

First Minister support (p/t) 

Alex Bell 26 May 
2011 

Head of Research, Strategy, Constitution, Rural Affairs and the 
Environment, UK Relations and External Affairs 

Jennifer 
Erickson  

13 June 
2011 

Economy and Council of Economic Advisers (p/t)  

Geoff 
Aberdein 

26 May 
2011 

Lead on FMQs, the forward planning of FM announcements, 
Commonwealth Games and Sport 

Stuart 
Nicolson 

26 May 
2011 

Depute Head of Communications and political spokesperson 

Stephen 
Gethins 

26 May 
2011 

Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth, Infrastructure and 
Capital Investment  

David 
Hutchison 

8 June 
2011 

Education, Culture and Lifelong Learning  

John 
McFarlane 

26 May 
2011 

Justice and Parliamentary Business  

John 
MacInnes 

3 June 
2011 

Communications and political spokesperson 

The current special adviser pay ranges are: 

Pay Band Pay Range Number in Pay Range 

1 £39,445 to £52,904 4 

2 £51,041 to £67,709 2 



Pay Band Pay Range Number in Pay Range 

3 £65,017 to £83,963 5 

3 (premium) £83,549 to £100,942 0 

4 £86,965 to £104,462 0 

The estimated salary cost of the current team of 11 special advisers in post (including ERNIC and 
employer pension contributions) is £822,000. The cost of the team of 12 special advisers under the 
previous Labour administration in 2006-07 was £854,000. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it 
has to use in its properties only cleaning products that have not been tested on animals. 

 (S4W-1054) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government does not use cleaning products in its premises that have 
been tested on animals. 

 

Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many times rail services have been affected by cabling theft in each of the last four years. 

 (S4W-1069) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Executive does not hold information in this format. It is an operational 
matter for the rail industry and the British Transport Police. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how much has been spent on consultancy services to identify efficiency savings by 
each local authority in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-1106) 

John Swinney: As democratically elected bodies, local authorities are directly responsible for 
managing their own expenditure, taking into account their statutory duty of best value, set out by the 
Local Government in Scotland Act 2003. Accordingly, the Scottish Government does not hold this 
information. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what efficiency savings have been made by each local authority in each year since 
2007. 

 (S4W-1107) 

John Swinney: As part of the annual Efficiency Outturn Report, the Scottish Government publishes 
an overall local government figure, compiled and verified by COSLA. We do not hold figures for 
individual authorities. The next outturn report, covering 2010-11, is due to be published in October 
2011. 

Further information about the Scottish Government’s current and previous efficiency programmes 
are available at: 

www.scotland.gov.uk/Efficiency2011-12. 

 

Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how it is assisting and supporting the restoration of Castle Tioram. 

 (S4W-1276) 

Fiona Hyslop: The owner of Castle Tioram, Mr Brown, has had talks with Historic Scotland to 
outline his plans to make the castle habitable once more. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Efficiency2011-12


It is very early in the process and any proposed works will require scheduled monument consent and 
will be assessed in line with the Scottish Historic Environment Policy. I refer the member to the answer 
to question S3W-36642 on 28 October 2010, as I explained to Mary Scanlon MSP, Scottish ministers 
are keen to ensure that this nationally important monument does not deteriorate. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what guidance 
NHS boards are given regarding do-not-resuscitate orders; what information must be provided to 
patients' relatives, and whether they may appeal against such an order. 

 (S4W-1016) 

Nicola Sturgeon: In May 2010 NHS boards were made aware of the NHSScotland Do Not Attempt 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (DNACPR) policy and the publication of other related materials 
including the information leaflet, Decisions about Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation, Information for 
Patients, Their Relatives and Carers, which details the way in which relatives can be involved in the 
DNACPR decision making process. 

Full details of the NDACPR policy and the other related materials are available at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/NHS-Scotland/LivingandDyingWell/ShortLifeGroups/-
DNACPR. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what information it has on how many veterans have received priority NHS 
treatment in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-1134) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Data on the number of veterans receiving priority treatment are not routinely 
collected or held by the Scottish Government. We continue to work closely with NHS Scotland and 
other health service providers to ensure our priority treatment commitment for armed forces veterans 
with health conditions related to their service is delivered. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what the estimated annual (a) quantity and (b) cost of unused drugs and medicines is in the 
NHS, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-1169) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The requested information is not held centrally. 

Justice 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many appeals of a determination by the Pensions Ombudsman have been heard by 
the Court of Session. 

 (S4W-1143) 

Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing. 

Office of the First Minister 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what support it 
is providing to the creative industries. 

 (S4W-968) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/NHS-Scotland/LivingandDyingWell/ShortLifeGroups/-DNACPR
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/NHS-Scotland/LivingandDyingWell/ShortLifeGroups/-DNACPR


Fiona Hyslop: Growth, Talent, Ambition, the Scottish Government’s creative industries strategy, 
which was published on March 21 2011, sets out how the public sector in Scotland is working to 
support the creative industries. It can be found at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/21093900/0. 

Public sector support for the creative industries is coordinated through the Scottish Creative 
Industries Partnership Coordination Group, which is chaired by Creative Scotland and includes 
COSLA, Highlands and Islands Enterprise, Scottish Enterprise, Scottish Funding Council and Skills 
Development Scotland as members. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
action it is taking to protect and restore peatlands. 

 (S4W-1099) 

Stewart Stevenson: The December 2010 Scottish Government discussion paper on carbon-rich 
soils set out the programme of work which the government and its agencies is taking to protect and 
restore damaged peatlands. This can be found at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/waste-and-pollution/Pollution-
1/soil/soilpolicy/carbon-rich/. 

In particular we have provided funding in the Scotland Rural Development Programme (SRDP) for 
measures which protect and restore peatlands. All public bodies have a duty under the Climate 
Change (Scotland) Act 2009 to consider the climate change effects of their actions; the Scottish 
Government and local authorities can now take account of the recently revised carbon calculator when 
authorising windfarms on peatlands. We are commissioning further research to survey Scotland's 
peatlands and the scope for peatland restoration. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive (a) when 
it will begin the expansion of the forest estate, (b) what the estimated cost of this expansion will be and 
(c) how many trees it will plant in (i) 2011-12, (ii) 2012-13, (iii) 2013-14 and (iv) 2014-15. 

 (S4W-1100) 

Stewart Stevenson: There has been a steady expansion of the forest estate in Scotland for many 
years, with woodland cover increasing from 5% in the early 20th century to its present level of 17.8%.  

The estimated cost of achieving a new woodland planting programme of 10,000 hectares per year 
over the period 2011 to 2022 will be around £542 million. 

Based on an average of 2,000 trees per hectare, we want to see the planting, in newly created 
woodlands, of 16 million trees in 2011-12, rising to 20 million trees per year in subsequent years. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
targets are for recycled waste in each of the next five years. 

 (S4W-1101) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish government has not set annual targets for recycling. The next 
domestic target is 50% recycling of waste by the end of 2013. The EU Landfill Diversion target for 
2013, of landfilling no more than 1.8 million tonnes, has already been met. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
jobs will be created as a result of its Zero Waste Scotland Plan in each of the next five years. 

 (S4W-1102) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government estimates that developments in the waste 
management sector alone will generate 2,000 jobs for Scotland, as stated in last year’s Zero Waste 
Plan. It is not possible to break this estimate down into the annual figures requested. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/21093900/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/waste-and-pollution/Pollution-1/soil/soilpolicy/carbon-rich/
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Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
companies it aims to sign up to its proposed zero waste pledge for (a) 2011-12 and (b) 2012-13. 

 (S4W-1103) 

Richard Lochhead: Once we have launched this new initiative we will aim to sign up as many 
companies as possible. 

 


