
Thursday 30 June 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what target it has set 
for reducing the number of people in the more choices more chances (MCMC) group. 

 (S4W-876) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government has not set a target for reducing the number of 
young people in the more choices, more chances group. Our aim is to increase the number of young 
people in positive and sustained destinations. 

Through 16+ Learning Choices, introduced in December 2008, local authorities and their partners 
are working collaboratively to ensure an offer of an appropriate place in post-16 learning for every 
young person who wants it. 16+ Learning Choices is the key mechanism for supporting all young 
people into positive and sustained destinations. 

In 2009-10 the national indicator on initial destinations increased to 86.8%. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
it will extend the provision of free school meals in this parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-899) 

Angela Constance: Scottish ministers are proud of the actions we have already taken to provide 
free school meals in Scotland, which last year extended eligibility to an additional 17,000 children and 
young people. In time we will look at ways of expanding current provision. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive in which 
year it plans to set a minimum student income guarantee of around £7,000. 

 (S4W-901) 

Michael Russell: As outlined in my statement to the Parliament on 29 June 2011, I will set out a 
wider package of reforms on post-16 education later in 2011. Any legislation on higher education 
would be brought forward next year as a result of this wider package of reform. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what steps it will take to ensure that Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley benefits from the Scottish 
Government's focus on cities as engines of growth. 

 (S4O-109) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Cities have a strong contribution to make to Scotland's growth strategy. The cities 
strategy will aim to help cities and city regions fulfil their potential and be catalysts for greater growth 
and prosperity throughout the country. 

 

Derek Mackay (Renfrewshire North and West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what support it can provide to Regenersis, based in Inchinnan, in light of reports that staff 
might be made redundant as a result of its repair contract with Hutchison 3G UK not being renewed. 

Holding answer issued: 24 June 2011 (S4W-729) 

John Swinney: Officials from Scottish Development International and Scottish Enterprise (SE) have 
been working closely with local management at the Regenersis plant at Inchinnan for many years 
providing a broad range of support. Since this announcement, officials have been in almost daily 
contact with the company and a meeting was held on 8 June involving local management and senior 
officials from both SE and Skills Development Scotland (SDS) to explore the potential for further public 



sector support to assist the company access and compete successfully for additional business within 
the mobile communications sector. A number of areas were identified by officials where support could 
be provided: 

(i) Business efficiency: a meeting with local management will be held within the next week to 
consider a wider review expanding on current Scottish Manufacturing Advisory Service activity at 
Inchinnan; 

(ii) Sales and marketing: a meeting is being arranged with the Regenersis Group Sales Director to 
look at options to provide specialist assistance and research; 

(iii) Training: a meeting is being arranged to assess requirements including areas for making the 
company more competitive in order to secure new contracts, and 

(iv) Partnership Action for Continuing Employment (PACE): SDS officials stand ready to work closely 
with Regenersis as the situation develops and initiate PACE activity if and when required. 

A dedicated team of officials will work with Regenersis on these areas to assist the company in 
seeking new work and developing its business in Inchinnan. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
expenditure was for the (a) Energy Assistance Package, (b) Home Insulation Scheme, (c) Universal 
Home Insulation Scheme in each of the last four years. 

Holding answer issued: 28 June 2011 (S4W-775) 

Alex Neil: None of the schemes has operated throughout the last four years. The Energy 
Assistance Package (EAP) has run since 2009-10. The Home Insulation Scheme (HIS) ran in 2009-10 
and 2010-11. The Universal Home Insulation Scheme (UHIS) has run since 2010-11. 

The expenditure on these schemes was as follows: 

Year EAP HIS UHIS Total 

2009-10 £50.9 million £15 million Did not operate £65.9 million 

2010-11 £48.2 million (a) £9.2 million (b) £9.8 million ( c) £67.2 million 

Notes: 

(a) This figure should be treated as provisional due to IT issues being experienced by Scottish Gas 
(EAP stage 4 managing agent) which have affected reporting. 

(b) While this figure is provisional, it is expected to be the subject of only minor revision.  

(c) This figure should be treated as provisional, subject to returns by local authorities who manage 
UHIS schemes. 

HIS expenditure in 2010-11 was less than anticipated. This was because of significant efficiencies 
and savings in delivery costs. These savings were reallocated to other Scottish Government energy 
efficiency programmes, including the Energy Assistance Package, boiler scrappage and support to 
social landlords to install insulation. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the outcome 
was of the recent meeting between the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable 
Growth and Scottish Power. 

Holding answer issued: 29 June 2011 (S4W-850) 

John Swinney: I met with the Scottish Power (UK) Retail Director on 14 June 2011 to discuss their 
recent price increases and the implications for consumers in Scotland. I expressed my serious 
concerns at their recent price rises and the impacts of these on consumers in Scotland. I secured 
Scottish Power's commitment to work with the Scottish Government and local authorities on a targeted 
£10 million programme to deliver more of their regulatory obligations to help the most vulnerable 
communities in Scotland. 

 



Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will include homes built through the National Housing Trust in its Affordable Housing 
Investment Programme. 

 (S4W-871) 

Keith Brown: Homes built through the National Housing Trust initiative (NHT) will be available for 
rent below the levels of housing benefit limits which makes them accessible to households on lower 
incomes. The homes will form part of the overall programme of affordable housing supply receiving 
financial support from the Scottish Government. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what regulations there are on the minimum space between a dwelling and a property 
boundary where the dwelling does not extend to the edge of the property; what guidance there is, and 
whether the regulations can be applied retrospectively. 

 (S4W-945) 

Aileen Campbell: Planning legislation places no requirements on minimum space between a 
dwelling and a property boundary, though such considerations may be relevant to a planning authority 
when determining a particular application for planning permission. Scottish Government planning 
policy is that proposals for infill housing sites should respect the scale, form and density of the 
surroundings and enhance the character and amenity of the community: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/02/03132605/0. 

Paragraph 2.6 to Schedule 5 of the Building (Scotland) Regulations 2004 states that "every building 
must be designed and constructed in such a way that in the event of an outbreak of fire within the 
building, the spread of fire to neighbouring buildings is inhibited”. Guidance is included in related 
technical handbooks. 

Planning authorities have enforcement powers to apply the requirements of a planning permission or 
permitted development right to a particular development and similarly local authorities have 
enforcement powers under building standards legislation. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will publish plans for a Scottish futures fund.  

 (S4W-980) 

Alex Neil: Plans for the Scottish Futures Fund are a matter for the Spending Review, which will 
report this in autumn 2011. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive when it will meet the Strategic Transport Projects Review target to reduce by 20 
minutes rail journey times between Aberdeen and the central belt. 

 (S4W-983) 

Keith Brown: The Aberdeen to central belt rail enhancements project is not one of the four priority 
projects highlighted in the Strategic Transport Projects Review published in 2008. As such, 
implementation of the improvements to the route would be determined as part of the high level output 
specifications for 2014 to 2019. 

Services operating on the Aberdeen to central belt route have seen a number of improvements since 
the publication of the Strategic Transport Projects Review in 2008, including faster journey times of 
around 10 minutes, and service frequency enhancements along the route. 

Recognising that an effective transport network is vital to economic growth in Aberdeen and the 
north east of Scotland, Transport Scotland have asked Network Rail to re-examine the proposed 
service enhancements recommended in the Strategic Transport Projects Review for delivering 
additional incremental improvements. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/02/03132605/0


Health and Wellbeing 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what new 
funding it will provide to increase the number of pupils who receive two hours of physical education 
per week in each of the next five years. 

 (S4W-914) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government has clearly stated its commitment to the implementation 
of Curriculum for Excellence, which includes working towards two hours per week of physical 
education (PE) in primary schools and at least two periods of PE in secondary schools for pupils in S1 
to S4. Ministers will continue discussions with stakeholders on how we can ensure the delivery of 
those important commitments by 2014. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will extend its Energy Assistance Package to people on Carer’s Allowance and how much new funding 
it will allocate for this purpose. 

 (S4W-928) 

Alex Neil: I intend to begin consultation over the summer with a view to introducing any amending 
regulations that might be required as soon as possible when the Parliament returns after the summer 
recess. Funding will be met from within the Energy Assistance Package, future funding for which will 
be set out in the forthcoming Spending Review. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the 
answer to question S4W-00279 by Nicola Sturgeon on 15 June 2011, who made it aware of the 
situation at the Elsie Inglis Nursing Home on 17 May 2011. 

 (S4W-965) 

Nicola Sturgeon: On this occasion it was Scottish Care, the representative body for independent 
care home providers and care providers in Scotland, who informed the Scottish Government about the 
situation at Elsie Inglis Nursing Home. 

Private Office 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
expects a universal broadband speed of at least two megabits per second to be available in Scotland.  

 (S4W-975) 

Alex Neil: Following completion of the Broadband Reach project in March 2010, the Scottish 
Government has already delivered basic broadband (at a speed of 512 kilobits per second) to known 
demand. Our ambition now is for availability of next generation broadband for all by 2020, with 
significant progress made by 2015, as set out in Scotland’s Digital Future: A Strategy for Scotland, 
published on 3 March 2011. The Scottish Government’s ambition goes further than the delivery of a 
universal broadband speed of 2 megabits per second. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
support it will make available to urban and suburban communities affected by low broadband speeds. 

 (S4W-976) 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
expects a minimum broadband speed of two megabits per second to be achieved in Scotland.  

 (S4W-978) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is working in collaboration with Scottish Enterprise, Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise and local authorities to develop a strategic national broadband plan for 
Scotland. This is to ensure the rollout of next generation broadband to all parts of Scotland, including 
urban and suburban communities. This is in line with the overarching target set out in Scotland’s 
Digital Future: A Strategy for Scotland, published on 3 March 2011, for availability of next generation 



broadband for all by 2020, with significant progress made by 2015. Two strategic projects are already 
under development in the Highlands and Islands and the south of Scotland and we are working across 
the rest of Scotland to develop future projects. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
support it will make available to rural communities affected by low broadband speeds. 

 (S4W-977) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is working in collaboration with Scottish Enterprise, Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise and local authorities to develop a strategic national broadband plan for 
Scotland. This is to ensure the rollout of next generation broadband to all parts of Scotland, but with 
specific focus on rural communities. This is in line with the overarching target set out in Scotland’s 
Digital Future: A Strategy for Scotland, published on 3 March 2011 for availability of next generation 
broadband for all by 2020, with significant progress made by 2015. Two strategic projects are already 
under development in the Highlands and Islands and the south of Scotland and we are working across 
the rest of Scotland to develop future projects. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
expects that universal high-speed broadband will be available across Scotland. 

 (S4W-979) 

Alex Neil: As set out in Scotland’s Digital Future: A Strategy for Scotland, published on 3 March 
2011, the Scottish Government’s aim is for availability of next generation broadband for all by 2020, 
with significant progress made by 2015. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
the proposed Scottish futures fund will support broadband.  

 (S4W-981) 

Alex Neil: Plans for the Scottish futures fund and how it will support broadband are a matter for the 
Spending Review, which will report in autumn 2011. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Paul Wheelhouse (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will consult on the changes to the CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme. 

 (S4W-1403) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Scottish Government, along with the UK Government and the other 
devolved administrations, published a vision for the way ahead in terms of simplifying the CRC 
scheme on 30 June 2011. This vision sets out the main simplifications that government would like to 
propose for formal consultation early in 2012. These proposals will provide greater business certainty 
by continuing the fixed price sale, rather than auctions of allowances in a capped system, into the 
second phase as recommended by the Committee on Climate Change and allow business greater 
flexibility for organisations to participate as natural business units. These proposals will reduce the 
administrative burden, in particular by reducing the number of the fuels reported from 30 to four and a 
range of other measures. Government will also reduce perceived complexity of the scheme, by 
removing the 90% rule and CCA exemption rules, but achieving broadly the same outcomes, and 
reduce overlap with other schemes. In particular, businesses covered entirely by CCAs will not need 
to register and EU ETS installations will no longer be require to purchase allowances for electricity 
supplies. 

The first reporting year of the CRC is now over, and many organisations are now, for the first time, in 
the process of identifying and recording their entire energy use. In this year, we have seen the 
importance of the CRC for stimulating the market for new low carbon goods and service industries, 
including in energy measurement, in remotely read meters, in voltage optimisers, in low energy 
lighting. 



Government wish to ensure that we take account of all the aspects of the scheme, and the lessons 
learned in the last year. As participants have not yet completed the first full cycle, and in order to make 
sure we get the technical details right, and ensure we have correctly identified the likely cost savings, 
the Scottish Government, DECC and the other devolved administrations will continue the informal 
dialogue with participants throughout autumn 2011. Government will then formally consult on 
legislative proposals in early 2012. 

There have been suggestions that the CRC should just be turned into a tax. This was considered by 
the UK Government, however, because of the other elements of the CRC, namely robust 
organisational measurement of energy use and reputational drivers, the tax required to deliver the 
same carbon savings would be significantly higher. Energy costs are not a significant fraction of 
turnover or revenues, other barriers prevent cost effective savings being made. Therefore, the 
simplified CRC is the best way to achieve these savings. This will provide a basis for a simplified CRC 
and certainty for the future. Government will review the CRC, and its relation too other policy 
measures in 2017. 

 


