
Monday 27 June 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many people have taken teacher training courses in each year since 2009-10, broken down by 
institution. 

 (S4W-482) 

Michael Russell: The following table shows how many students entered four year Bachelor of 
Education/MA and one year full-time and two year part-time Professional Graduate Diploma in 
Education courses by institution since 2009-10.  

BEd/MA and PGDE Intakes 

University Academic Year 

2009-10 2010-11 

Aberdeen 491 386 

Dundee 291 135 

Edinburgh 784 459 

Glasgow 699 429 

Stirling 65 48 

Strathclyde 1053 691 

West of Scotland 270 168 

Total 3,653 2,316 

Notes:  

The Open University offers a PGDE maths course (five to 10 places have been available). No returns 
have been received confirming numbers each year entering the course. 

 The following is the original answer (published on 15 June 2011); see below. 

The following table shows how many students entered four year Bachelor of Education/MA and one 
year full-time and two year part-time Professional Graduate Diploma in Education courses by 
institution since 2009-10. 

BEd/MA and PGDE Intakes 

University Academic Year 

2009-10 2010-11 

Aberdeen  491 386 

Dundee  291 135 

Edinburgh  784 459 

Glasgow  699 429 

Stirling 65 48 

Strathclyde 1,053 168 

West of Scotland  270 691 

Total 3,653 2,316 

Notes:  

The Open University offers a PGDE maths course (five to 10 places have been available). No returns 
have been received confirming numbers each year entering the course. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
plans to include the teaching of emergency life support skills in schools. 

 (S4W-728) 

Michael Russell: The experiences and outcomes under Curriculum for Excellence contain a section 
on Physical Wellbeing which includes, “I know and can demonstrate how to keep myself and others 



safe and how to respond in a range of emergency situations.” It is for schools and local authorities to 
decide how to take forward this learning. 

 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what powers it has to overturn decisions made by the principal or board of a further 
education college. 

 (S4W-804) 

Michael Russell: Ministers no longer have a power of direction over a college’s governing body. 
That power was removed in 2006 by the previous Labour-Liberal Democrat administration. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive, in light of the proposal in the 2011 SNP manifesto to invest in new schools with 
projects "in every local authority area in Scotland", when it will announce which schools will be 
included. 

 (S4W-836) 

Michael Russell: 37 school building projects have already been announced as part of the 
Scotland’s Schools for the Future programme, including at least one project in every local authority 
area in Scotland. We will commence discussions with local authorities shortly to identify at least 18 
more school projects for the third phase of the school building programme, focusing on those in the 
worst condition and suitability categories. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what discussions it has had with Moray Council regarding the upgrading or 
replacement of Elgin High School. 

 (S4W-837) 

Michael Russell: Officials from the Scottish Government met with officials from Moray Council in 
February 2011 to discuss a range of issues. During this meeting, the council highlighted the problems 
with the Elgin High School buildings. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what action it will take under the guidelines laid out in The Condition Core Fact: 
Building Our Future: Scotland's School Estate following Elgin High School receiving a D rating (bad for 
electrical and mechanical). 

 (S4W-838) 

Michael Russell: The Condition Core Fact document provides guidance to local authorities on the 
assessment and reporting of the condition ratings of their schools to ensure there is consistency 
between authorities in the data which is collected by the Scottish Government for the annual school 
estate statistics publication. The document does not prescribe any actions for either the Scottish 
Government or authorities if a school is reported as having any particular condition rating. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what action it will take under the guidelines laid out in The Suitability Core Fact: 
Scotland's School Estate following Elgin High School receiving a D rating (does not support the 
delivery of services to children and communities).  

 (S4W-839) 

Michael Russell: The Suitability Core Fact document provides guidance to local authorities on the 
assessment and reporting of the suitability ratings of their schools to ensure there is consistency 
between authorities in the data which is collected by the Scottish Government for the annual school 
estate statistics publication. The document does not prescribe any actions for either the Scottish 
Government or authorities if a school is reported as having any particular suitability rating. 



 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive, in light of the commitment in the 2011 SNP manifesto to halve "the number of 
children in unsuitable buildings" in the current parliamentary session, whether it will provide financial 
support to upgrade or replace Elgin High School. 

 (S4W-840) 

Michael Russell: We will commence discussions with local authorities shortly to identify at least 18 
more school projects for the third phase of the Scotland’s Schools for the Future programme, focusing 
on those in the worst condition and suitability categories. Elgin High School will be considered as part 
of that process, alongside other schools which require investment. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what guidance it issues 
to local authorities regarding tackling bullying in schools. 

 (S4W-852) 

Michael Russell: Developed in partnership with the Scottish Anti-Bullying Steering Group, the 
Scottish Government published a national approach to anti-bullying for Scotland’s children and young 
people in November 2010. The guidance is aimed at local authorities, schools and all organisations 
working with children and young people in Scotland. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what strategy it has for 
ensuring that teachers who have qualified since 2007 and who are not working in schools have an 
opportunity to join the profession. 

 (S4W-875) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government is firmly committed to reducing teacher unemployment 
and to balancing teacher supply and demand. Our strategy has been to reduce the number of 
teachers being trained while, at the same time, to secure a commitment from local authorities to 
protect teacher jobs. This commitment means that local authorities will offer sufficient teaching posts 
for all new probationers in 2011-12, for all finishing probationers to apply for and to further reduce 
teacher unemployment. 

The recent run of Jobseeker’s Allowance claimant figures indicates that we are making good 
progress with this. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
support it will provide to low-income families to help meet the costs associated with school in this 
parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-900) 

Michael Russell: This is a matter for education authorities. However, we will look to work with local 
authorities to identify steps we can take in the future to improve support for low income families to help 
meet the costs associated with school, for example, school uniforms and school trips. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how its outdoor learning policy will be delivered and what agencies will be 
responsible for taking it forward. 

 (S4W-934) 

Michael Russell: Education Scotland, the new agency bringing together the work of HM 
Inspectorate of Education and Learning and Teaching Scotland from 1 July 2011, is responsible for 
leading and supporting the implementation of Curriculum for Excellence. This includes support for the 
implementation of Curriculum for Excellence through outdoor learning. Education Scotland will work 
with partners to support the Outdoor Learning Implementation Group and the Outdoor Learning 



National Network which have been established to provide advice and support to local authorities and 
partners involved in outdoor learning. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many and what planning consents have been issued for (a) horticultural or (b) other commercial peat 
extraction in the last five years. 

 (S4W-772) 

Aileen Campbell: The requested information is not held centrally. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many and what (a) horticultural and (b) other commercial peat extraction sites are operational. 

 (S4W-773) 

Aileen Campbell: The Annual Minerals Raised Inquiry Survey 2009, published by the UK 
Government, showed 390 operational peat extraction sites in Scotland for horticultural use and a 
further 21 for other uses. The survey can be found at: 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningbuilding/planningresearch/researchrep
orts/mineralswasteresearch/annualmineralsraised/. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive, further 
to the answer to question S3W-39155 by Keith Brown on 11 February 2011, when work will 
commence on the (a) Hardgrove to Kinmount and (b) Dunragit Bypass A75 improvements. 

 (S4W-810) 

Keith Brown: The statutory process for the Hardgrove to Kinmount and Dunragit Bypass projects 
have been completed and both will be taken forward for construction at the earliest possible 
opportunity. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
the DirectScot portal will be fully launched in 2011. 

 (S4W-902) 

John Swinney: Our aim is to launch an experimental prototype of the DirectScot portal in 2011 in 
order to gain valuable feedback from users. We are committed to improving access to public services 
and information. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much additional money it (a) is providing to the Export Support Package in 2011 and (b) plans to 
provide in 2012. 

 (S4W-904) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has provided an additional £2.5 million for a new Export 
Support Package for 2011-12. The new Export Support Package funding is complementary to the 
support already provided through Scottish Development International. 

Funding to the Export Support Package for 2012 will be subject to future spending allocation 
decisions. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much funding it will give from its overseas aid budget to supporting the Maldives in this parliamentary 
session. 

 (S4W-911) 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningbuilding/planningresearch/researchreports/mineralswasteresearch/annualmineralsraised/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningbuilding/planningresearch/researchreports/mineralswasteresearch/annualmineralsraised/


John Swinney: There are currently no plans to provide funding to the Maldives from the Scottish 
Government’s International Development Fund. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many jobs there are in the low-carbon economy, broken down by sector. 

 (S4W-915) 

John Swinney: The Scotland Low Carbon and Environmental Goods and Services Sector study 
estimated that there were 73,960 people employed in the low carbon economy in 2008-09. 

These are broken down as follows: 

Sector Employment 2008-09 

Environmental Sub Sectors 18,375 

Renewable Energy Technologies 22,160 

Low Carbon Technologies 33,425 

Total 73,960 

Further sectoral and regional breakdowns are available in the consultant’s report at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/344829/0114756.pdf. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
will allocate new funding to social banking in each year of the current parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-917) 

John Swinney: No funding has been allocated to social banking for 2011-12. Decisions on funding 
for 2012-13 onwards will made later in 2011. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive when it will establish a minimum level for local government funding and what the 
minimum level will be. 

 (S4W-984) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government is committed to introducing a new funding floor to 
ensure no local authority receives less than 85 per cent of the Scottish average revenue support per 
head. It is our intention that this new floor will be in place for the 2012-13 local government finance 
settlement. 

Justice 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how many whole-time 
equivalent police support staff were employed in May 2007 and are now employed, broken down by 
police force area. 

Holding answer issued: 18 March 2011 (S3W-40233) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information on police support staff is available as a snapshot figure at the end of 
each quarter. We therefore cannot provide data as at May 2007. Data provided below are as at 30 
June 2007 and 31 December each year to 2010. 

Police Support Staff (Full-Time Equivalent) as at 30 June 2007 and 31 December 2010 

  As at 30 
June 
2007 

As at 31 
December 

2007 

As at 31 
December 

2008 

As at 31 
December 

2009 

As at 31 
December 

2010 

Central 388 349 334 350 342 

Dumfries and Galloway 250 263 252 255 248 

Fife 505 545 479 473 476 

Grampian 740 753 710 737 693 

Lothian and Borders 1,210 1,264 1,202 1,284 1,238 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/344829/0114756.pdf


  As at 30 
June 
2007 

As at 31 
December 

2007 

As at 31 
December 

2008 

As at 31 
December 

2009 

As at 31 
December 

2010 

Northern 371 380 343 354 337 

Strathclyde 2,669 2,663 2,502 2,558 2,453 

Tayside 535 507 488 532 551 

SPSA and SCDEA
1
 874 896 1,274 1,295 1,358 

Scotland
2
 7,543 7,621 7,583 7,839 7,697 

Notes: 

1. Separate figures for the Scottish Police Services Authority (SPSA) and the Scottish Crime and Drug 
Enforcement Agency (SCDEA) are not available prior to as at 30 June 2008. 

2. Scotland totals may not equal the sum of the parts due to rounding. 

The following is the original answer (published on 22 March 2011); see below. 

Information on police support staff is available as a snapshot figure at the end of each quarter. We 
therefore cannot provide data as at May 2007. Data provided below are as at June 2007 and 31 
December each year to 2010. 

Police Support Staff (Full-Time Equivalent) as at 30 June 2007 and 31 December 2010 

 As at 30 
June 
2007

1
 

As at 31 
December 

2007 

As at 31 
December 

2008 

As at 31 
December 

2009 

As at 31 
December 

2010 

Central 388 353 339 350 342 

Dumfries and Galloway 250 264 252 255 248 

Fife 505 477 476 473 476 

Grampian 740 759 720 737 693 

Lothian and Borders 1,210 1,265 1,186 1,284 1,238 

Northern 371 366 332 354 337 

Strathclyde 2,669 2,632 2,474 2,558 2,453 

Tayside 535 509 478 532 551 

SPSA
1
 886 937 1,286 1,303 1,356 

Scotland 7,554 7,562 7,543 7,846 7,694 

Note: 1. SPSA figure for June 2007 is a headcount of staff who transferred from police forces on 1 
April 2007. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to enforce the payment of compensation to 
victims of crime. 

 (S4W-785) 

Kenny MacAskill: Substantial progress in improving the rights of victims within our justice system 
was made in the course of the previous Parliament, including improving the ability of courts to award 
compensation payable by an offender to a victim and allowing courts to review an award of 
compensation in cases where an offender has had a substantial increase in means. 

That progress will continue with the introduction of a victims’ rights bill. As part of the preparation for 
that bill, consideration is being given to measures that could further enhance the payment of 
compensation due to a victim by an offender. 

Office of the First Minister 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
plans to establish, and what funding it will provide for, its proposed Scotland Exchange. 

 (S4W-912) 



Fiona Hyslop: The Scotland Exchange has been in beta testing mode since 2010. On 24 March 
2011 members of the Global Friends of Scotland were invited to join the new Scotland Exchange 
network. The network is still being developed and new members are welcome. 

Scotland Exchange sits on the Ning platform, at an annual cost of $500 (£321 at current exchange 
rates). Additional start up costs for branding and developing the site were £10,000. 

Future funding will be set on an as needed basis. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 
 

S4W-758 
S4W-759 
S4W-760 
S4W-761 
S4W-762 
S4W-763 
S4W-764 


