
Friday 24 June 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive, in light of the level of proposed tuition fees in England being set at an approximate 
average of £8,500, whether it will revise its estimate of the funding gap facing universities in Scotland. 

 (S4W-453) 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
remains its position that the net funding gap between English and Scottish universities is £93 million. 

 (S4W-689) 

Michael Russell: The work done by joint group set up by the Scottish Government and Universities 
Scotland which reported before the election indicated the size of any funding gap. The Scottish 
Government fully intends to meet the funding commitments we made to the sector in our manifesto. 
We will continue to work with universities to maintain and enhance the excellence of Scottish higher 
education ensuring the access remains free. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will publish legal advice that it has received on the possibility of implementing a service charge for EU 
students studying at Scottish institutions. 

 (S4W-704) 

Michael Russell: It is not the practice of this or any previous Scottish Government to reveal either 
whether it has received legal advice on a particular matter or, if it has, the content of any such advice. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
Scotland-domiciled entrants there have been to combined honours courses in modern languages and 
education in each year since 2007, broken down by (a) institution and (b) course. 

 (S4W-711) 

Alasdair Allan: The information requested is contained in the following table. 

Scottish-Domiciled Entrants Studying for a Combined Degree in Education and a Modern Language 
at the Scottish Higher Education Institutions, 2007-08 to 2009-10

1,2 

Institution/Modern Language Subject 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

Aberdeen, University of      

Spanish studies -  -  -  

Stirling, University of      

French studies 5  15  20  

German studies -  -  -  

Spanish studies 5  15  20  

Total 10  30  40  

Total  

French studies 5  15  20  

German studies -  -  -  

Spanish studies 5  15  20  

Total 10  30  40  

Source: Scottish Funding Council (SFC). 

Notes: 

1. For this table, modern languages excludes the following subject areas: English studies, ancient 
language studies, Celtic studies, Latin studies, Classical Greek studies, classical studies and others 
subject areas covered by linguistics, classics and related subjects. 



2. Students might be studying for a combined degree in education and a modern language and 
another subject. Each student is counted against the modern language(s) that he or she is studying for 
the combined degree in. If a student is studying for a combined degree in education and two modern 
languages then he or she is counted as 0.5 against both modern languages. 

Figures are derived from individual student returns collected by the Higher Education Statistics agency 
(HESA). 

The Scottish Funding Council uses a different standard population to that used by HESA and these 
figures might differ from any published by HESA. 

Figures in this table have been rounded to the nearest five. Values of 0, 1, 2 have been suppressed “-
”. 

 

Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much Inverclyde Council will pay for schools built under PPP/PFI. 

 (S4W-734) 

Michael Russell: The current estimated total unitary charge payable by Inverclyde Council for 
schools built under their PPP building project is £321.2 million. 

 

Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many modern apprenticeship places have been agreed in each local authority area for 2011-12. 

 (S4W-735) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. I will ask the 
Chief Executive of Skills Development Scotland to write to the member with the information he has 
requested. 

 

Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many modern apprenticeship places have been agreed in each sector for 2011-12. 

 (S4W-736) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. I will ask the 
Chief Executive of Skills Development Scotland to write to the member with the information he has 
requested. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer 
to question S4W-00458 by Dr Alasdair Allan on 10 June 2011, (a) who will carry out the review, (b) 
what the timescale for it is and (c) what its work programme will be and (d) how MSPs can contribute 
to it. 

 (S4W-742) 

Alasdair Allan: The targeted review was carried out by the Continuous Improvement Manager 
within the Scottish Government’s Employability, Skills and Lifelong Learning Directorate between 9 
and 15 June 2011. This is part of a range of support that Scottish Government offers to local 
authorities to help them improve school leaver destinations. 

In this particular case, the work involved examining post-16 transition planning and delivery for 16 to 
19-year-olds accessing college provision. This had been identified by the local authority as a priority 
issue. There was a particular focus on those young people with learning disabilities, looked after 
children and young people and those with social, emotional and behavioural needs. 

The review involved: 

examining the appropriateness of existing college provision and the extent to which it meets the 
needs of these young people;  

examining the systems in place locally to identify, support and track these young people into, 
through and beyond college, and 



capturing good practice within Edinburgh’s colleges to be shared more widely. 

The manager consulted senior lecturers in Edinburgh’s three colleges, and representatives from 
Skills Development Scotland, City of Edinburgh Council Education Psychological Service, two 
mainstream secondary schools (Holy Rood High School and Leith Academy) and four special schools 
(Gorgie Mills, Panmure St Ann’s, Wellington and Wester Hailes Education Centre). 

The outcome of the review will be a report suggesting specific actions to improve local service 
delivery. A draft report will be shared with City of Edinburgh Council in July 2011. 

I will be happy to meet the member to discuss this work and the follow-up actions in more detail. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will 
commission a mapping exercise on low pay. 

 (S4W-856) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has no current plans to commission a mapping 
exercise of low pay. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what programmes it 
has for working directly with people who are (a) in or (b) at risk of entering the more choices more 
chances (MCMC) group who have not expressed an interest in either an apprenticeship or further 
education. 

 (S4W-877) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government is doing everything it can to ensure that all our young 
people, particularly those at risk of moving into, or are already in, a negative destination, have the right 
support, skills and opportunities to access and sustain jobs. We recognise that staying in learning 
increases young people’s chances of getting and keeping a job. 

Through 16+ Learning Choices (introduced in December 2008), local authorities and their partners 
are working collaboratively to ensure an offer of an appropriate place in post-16 learning whether that 
is staying on at school, moving to further or higher education, training, volunteering or employment 
with learning. For those furthest from the labour market they may be eligible to participate in an activity 
agreement. 

In addition to modern apprenticeships and further education, other routes on offer to this group are 
Targeted Pathways, Get Ready for Work and Inspiring Scotland programmes which are supported 
with funding from Scottish Government. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many households have been assessed as homeless where the main applicant was 
aged 16 in each year since 2007-08, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-732) 

Keith Brown: The following table provides the information requested. 

 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 April to September 
2010 

Aberdeen City 29 47 36 13 

Aberdeenshire 55 55 38 24 

Angus 47 65 47 29 

Argyll and Bute 35 27 28 15 

Clackmannanshire 37 27 37 15 

Dumfries and Galloway 36 41 23 15 

Dundee City 65 57 62 21 

East Ayrshire 28 24 21 8 

East Dunbartonshire 7 11 8 4 

East Lothian 25 12 25 10 



 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 April to September 
2010 

East Renfrewshire 7 4 5 1 

Edinburgh 116 133 101 54 

Eilean Siar 7 6 1 5 

Falkirk 68 63 58 19 

Fife 110 95 91 69 

Glasgow City 145 103 92 40 

Highland 63 73 67 27 

Inverclyde 12 7 8 2 

Midlothian 28 21 35 15 

Moray 35 31 24 12 

North Ayrshire 42 46 52 25 

North Lanarkshire 82 57 71 23 

Orkney 7 5 2 1 

Perth and Kinross 23 23 28 20 

Renfrewshire 44 31 52 28 

Scottish Borders 33 27 15 11 

Shetland 5 12 12 1 

South Ayrshire 43 29 15 6 

South Lanarkshire 55 40 54 22 

Stirling 18 25 21 12 

West Dunbartonshire 32 24 24 11 

West Lothian 58 49 30 24 

Scotland 1,397 1,270 1,183 582 

 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many people have registered as homeless in the Lothian region in each month since 
September 2008. 

 (S4W-733) 

Keith Brown: The following tables give the information requested. Table 1 shows the number of 
homelessness assessments in local authorities within the Lothian region in each month from 
September 2008 to September 2010, the latest date for which information is available. Table 2 shows 
the total number of people (adults plus children) in these households. 

Table 1:  Number of Homelessness Assessments in Lothian Local Authority Areas 

 2008 2009 2010 

January  694 574 

February  764 757 

March  769 847 

April  656 749 

May  737 665 

June  755 809 

July  732 758 

August  756 764 

September 708 689 715 

October 851 741  

November 671 677  

December 570 550  

Note: Lothian local authority areas are East Lothian, Edinburgh, Midlothian and West Lothian. 

Table 2:  Number of People in Households Assessed as Homeless in Lothian Local Authority Areas 

 2008 2009 2010 

January  1,134 916 

February  1,302 1,219 



 2008 2009 2010 

March  1,231 1,377 

April  1,107 1,217 

May  1,234 1,066 

June  1,267 1,326 

July  1,195 1,256 

August  1,250 1,283 

September 1,246 1,149 1,150 

October 1,473 1,210  

November 1,063 1,104  

December 915 916  

Notes: 

Lothian local authority areas are East Lothian, Edinburgh, Midlothian and West Lothian. 

Number of people is the total number of people – adults plus children in all households assessed as 
homeless in the period. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what action it is taking to ensure that renewable energy developments do not harm 
the natural environment. 

 (S4W-794) 

Fergus Ewing: In order to come to a view on the environmental impacts of a proposal, the Scottish 
Government consult the Local Planning Authority, Scottish Natural Heritage, Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency and any such other persons that are in their opinion likely to be concerned by the 
proposed development by reason of their specific environment responsibilities  

The Scottish Government is promoting and developing best practice, by leading the European GP 
Wind Project. This EU-funded project identifies good practice in reconciling objectives on renewable 
energy with wider environmental objectives and in the active involvement of communities in planning 
and implementation. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the (a) average and (b) fatal accident rate is for the (i) A75 and (ii) trunk road network. 

 (S4W-807) 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the (a) average and (b) fatal accident rate was for the A75 in (i) 2007, (ii) 2008, (iii) 2009 and (iv) 2010. 

 (S4W-808) 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the (a) average and (b) fatal accident rate was for the section of the A75 affected by the planned 
Hardgrove to Kinmount development in (i) 2007, (ii) 2008 (iii) 2009 and (iv) 2010. 

 (S4W-809) 

Keith Brown: The accident data for the period 2008-10 is provided in the following table. Transport 
Scotland analyses the safety performance of the trunk road network using a database of injury 
accidents compiled by Scotland’s police forces. This is the most reliable and consistent evidenced 
data available and is collated and analysed on an annual basis for each full calendar year. No data is 
yet available for 2011. 

A75 Trunk Road: Personal Injury Accident and Three Year Accident Rate, in Comparison with the 
Trunk Road Network 



 2008 
Accident 
Numbers 

2009 
Accident 
Numbers 

2010 
Accident 
Numbers 

Three Year 
Total Accident 

Numbers 

Three Year 
Average Accident 

Rate per 100 
Million Vehicle 

km 

Dual Single Dual Single Dual Single Dual Single Dual Single 

Scottish 
Trunk Road 

499 1125 487 1101 459 946 1445 3172 7.4 19 

Scottish 
Trunk Road 
(Fatal) 

13 39 11 43 14 40 38 122 0.2 0.7 

A75 Trunk 
Road 

3 55 4 58 4 45 11 158 14.39 12.27 

A75 Trunk 
Road(Fatal) 

0 4 0 5 0 1 0 10 0 0.77 

A75 
Hardgrove to 
Kinmount 

0 2 0 4 0 1 0 7 0 8.36 

A75 
Hardgrove to 
Kinmount 
(Fatal) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

The rates that have been provided are based on 2009 annual average daily traffic flows and the last 
three full years’ accident statistics. This is the normal practice when providing accident rates across 
the trunk road network to ensure consistent approach when reporting on accident rates. 

The figures quoted may differ slightly from those published elsewhere because they were extracted 
on a different date and the database may have changed between the two dates, for example due to 
late returns or corrections to earlier returns. The rates are calculated using sample annual average 
daily traffic flows recorded in 2009. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
last had discussions with DFDS regarding the Rosyth to Zeebrugge ferry service and what the nature 
of the discussions was. 

 (S4W-892) 

Keith Brown: The most recent discussions took place on 4 May 2011. They included updates on 
the performance of the route since the beginning of 2011 and on the announcement that DFDS had 
recently made about changes to its sailing schedule. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
often it has met representatives of DFDS and Norfolkline to discuss the Rosyth to Zeebrugge ferry 
service following the reintroduction of services from Rosyth in May 2009. 

 (S4W-893) 

Keith Brown: Officials have met representatives of Norfolkline/DFDS on at least 25 occasions and 
ministers on four occasions. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it has had discussions with any organisations regarding the replacement of DFDS as the 
operator of the Rosyth to Zeebrugge ferry service in the last 12 months. 

 (S4W-894) 

Keith Brown: We have had no such discussions. 

 



Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much it has awarded to DFDS and Norfolkline since May 2009 to assist in the operation of the Rosyth 
to Zeebrugge ferry service and how the funding was calculated. 

 (S4W-895) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government awarded Waterborne Freight Grant of €2 million (payable 
over three years) to Norfolkline/DFDS in May 2009. The level of grant was calculated by comparing 
the costs of the freight element of the ferry operation with the road alternative over the first three years 
of the service. There is an upper limit of grant of €2 million which was triggered in this case. 

The ferry service benefited from inclusion in VisitScotland’s wider marketing and PR campaigns 
targeting the European market, and in addition £333,300 was jointly invested by VisitScotland in 
partnership with Norfolkline and DFDS in additional campaign activity specifically promoting the route. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive when 
the contract for the Rosyth to Zeebrugge ferry service will next be put out to tender. 

 (S4W-896) 

Keith Brown: The Rosyth to Zeebrugge ferry service is a commercial operation and is not subject to 
tender. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
position is on the need for four sailings per week from Rosyth to Zeebrugge; whether it is taking steps 
to ensure the reintroduction of a fourth sailing, and, if so, what steps. 

 (S4W-897) 

Keith Brown: This is entirely a commercial matter for DFDS. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps it has taken to restore a passenger element to the Rosyth to Zeebrugge ferry service. 

 (S4W-898) 

Keith Brown: We continue to work with DFDS in its efforts to develop a commercially sustainable 
freight service on the route, and to encourage the company to keep its decision last year to withdraw 
the passenger service under careful review. Any decision to restore a passenger element on its 
service is entirely a commercial matter for DFDS.  

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
plans to introduce a one-stop finance information service. 

 (S4W-903) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is currently considering how best to take this commitment 
forward with the aim of ensuring that Scottish businesses have straightforward online access to the 
financial information and support they need to grow and create jobs. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will announce the three projects that will pilot social impact bonds and how much money it will allocate 
to these bonds. 

 (S4W-906) 

John Swinney: Social impact bonds offer a form of public-social partnership allowing for significant 
up-front investment in projects that will deliver real benefit. A social impact bond has already been 
developed and piloted in Peterborough. We are consulting with Scotland’s communities and our social 
partners to identify, develop, deliver and resource three pilot projects in Scotland. 

 



Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
it plans to allocate new funding to (a) social and charity banking and (b) micro-finance schemes. 

 (S4W-907) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is currently considering how best to support and 
encourage an expansion of social banking in Scotland and decisions on future funding will be made 
later in the year. 

Meanwhile, a review of the microcredit market in Scotland is underway. The Scottish Government is 
also making efforts to widen availability of affordable lending through existing schemes that make 
loans available to new and viable businesses over two years old. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
plans it has to increase the East of Scotland Investment Fund in (a) 2011-12 and (b) 2012-13. 

 (S4W-916) 

John Swinney: The East of Scotland Investment Fund (ESIF) provides loan finance to new and 
growing small to medium sized enterprises within the east of Scotland. ESIF secured funding of £5 
million over five years, 1 April 2010 to 21 December 2015, from the consortium of nine east of 
Scotland local authorities members, the Royal Bank of Scotland and the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF). The full £1,761,000 ERDF contribution was drawn down at the start of the 
project. There are currently no plans to increase the resources available. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
recommendations it has taken forward from the 2006 report, Review of Public Procurement in 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-919) 

John Swinney: The Public Procurement Reform Programme was initiated to implement the 
recommendations of the Review of Public Procurement in Scotland Report. Since 2006, all 82 
recommendations have been taken forward. The Efficiencies from Procurement Report that was 
published on 17 November 2010 provides further information on progress with procurement reform. 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/11/17094015/0. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what (a) action it has taken and (b) progress it has achieved in implementing the 
Strategic Transport Projects Review commitment to reduce by 20 minutes rail journey times between 
Aberdeen and the central belt. 

 (S4W-982) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-217 on 2 June 2011. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at http://scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it will bring forward work on the (a) dualling of the A90 between Balmedie 
and Tipperty and (b) new Inveramsay Bridge during the delay in the commencement of work on the 
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route. 

 (S4W-986) 

Keith Brown: We will continue to progress the A90 Balmedie to Tipperty project and the Aberdeen 
Western Peripheral Route (AWPR) with a view to bringing forward both projects for construction as 
soon as the legal challenges surrounding the AWPR are resolved. 

Both projects will be procured through a combined non-profit distributing model form of contract. 
Combining these projects into one contract will provide an opportunity to deliver better value for 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/11/17094015/0
http://scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


money. The programme for both projects will be reviewed once the current legal challenges against 
the AWPR have been resolved. 

Design work for the A96 Inveramsay Bridge project is currently underway. It is hoped design work 
will have progressed to a stage where a preferred option can be identified by spring 2012. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will provide 
details of each meeting that ministers have had with UK Government ministers since May 2010 at 
which Scottish ministers have raised the issue of (a) child poverty or (b) welfare reform, showing the (i) 
minister involved, (ii) other attendees and (iii) location. 

Holding answer issued: 23 June 2011 (S4W-664) 

Michael Matheson: Scottish ministers have regular meetings with UK minsters on a range of 
matters including welfare reform and child poverty. The then Cabinet Secretary for Health and 
Wellbeing met with the Secretary of State for Works and Pensions on 22 September 2010. On 28 
October 2010, the then Minister for Housing and Communities and the Minister for Schools and Skills 
met with Chris Grayling MP, the UK Minister for Employment, accompanied by the Convenor of 
COSLA in Edinburgh. Ministers have also had discussions by phone and there has also been regular 
engagement between officials on these matters. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much it 
received in Barnett consequentials arising from spending by the UK Government on cancer services in 
2010-11 and how it has been allocated. 

 (S4W-730) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much it will 
receive in Barnett consequentials arising from the £600 million announced by the Secretary of State 
for Health for cancer services over the next three years and how it will allocate it. 

 (S4W-731) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The consequentials on the full NHS (health) settlement in England are allocated 
to the Scottish Government on a total budget basis with no specific policies ring-fenced. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the review of 
laboratory services in NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde commenced. 

 (S4W-752) 

Nicola Sturgeon: NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde commenced their review of laboratory services 
in the Clyde area at the end of May 2011. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the outcome 
was of the review of laboratory services in NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde and when it was 
considered by the board. 

 (S4W-753) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the outcome 
of the review of laboratory services in NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde represents a significant 
service change that will come before the Cabinet Secretary for Health, Wellbeing and Cities Strategy 
for decision. 

 (S4W-754) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The review is at a very early stage and NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde needs 
to undertake considerable further work and engagement with stakeholders before finalising robust 
options for formal consideration. 

 



Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether a reduction 
in laboratory services at the Vale of Leven Hospital is in keeping with the SNP 2011 manifesto 
commitment to keep services local. 

 (S4W-755) 

Nicola Sturgeon: No decision has been made as yet about changes to laboratory services in the 
Clyde area.  

The Scottish Government is committed to keeping NHS services as local as possible whilst 
recognising that patient safety and sustainable high quality care remain the priorities. 

I expect all boards to plan and provide services in line with this commitment. Where changes to local 
services are proposed, the consideration must be fully informed by robust evidence and meaningful 
engagement with the appropriate stakeholders. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the cost of 
sending samples for laboratory testing from the Vale of Leven Hospital to the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital has been estimated and, if so, what the annual cost will be. 

 (S4W-756) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This is a matter for NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde. The review of laboratory 
services in the Clyde area is at a very early stage and NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde needs to 
undertake considerable further work and engagement with stakeholders before finalising robust 
options for formal consideration. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many people were diagnosed with type 1 diabetes, broken down by age, in (a) 2008 (b) 2009 and (c) 
2010. 

 (S4W-757) 

Michael Matheson: The most accurate data available on the incidence of people diagnosed with 
type 1 diabetes is published in the 2010 Diabetes Survey at: 

http://www.diabetesinscotland.org.uk/Publications.aspx.  

The information is also set out in the following table:  

Incidence of Type 1 Diabetes in Scotland Broken Down by 10 Year Age Band (2008-10)  

Age  2008 2009 2010 

<10 years 133 148 145 

10 to 19 Years 264 258 268 

20 to 29 Years 159 168 177 

30 to 39 Years 140 145 127 

40 to 49 Years 130 92 93 

50 to 59 Years 57 71 69 

60 to 69 Years 52 44 50 

>70 Years 23 28 29 

Total 958 954 958 

Note: These are crude incidence figures that have been calculated retrospectively using SCI-DC 
data and may be slightly affected by factors such as post-survey patient migration and the on-going 
validation of diabetes classification. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will extend the local contracts with Citizens Advice Bureaux that are due to end on 30 June 
2011 pending the implementation of the Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011. 

 (S4W-765) 

http://www.diabetesinscotland.org.uk/Publications.aspx


Nicola Sturgeon: Consideration is currently being given to an extension of the local contracts with 
Citizens Advice Bureaux for the provision of the Independent Advice and Support Service. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it is 
taking to protect less well-off families experiencing higher than average increases in their day-to-day 
living costs. 

 (S4W-798) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is committed to reducing essential household costs 
for low income households via a range of measures, for example by: 

Alleviating the effects of rising energy prices, through the Energy Assistance Package and Home 
Energy Hotline; 

Working with partners through the Access and Affordability Expert Group to determine the evidence 
on food poverty in Scotland and to build a long term strategic programme for a stronger community 
food and health sector, in order to improve access to affordable and healthy food for vulnerable 
groups; 

Extending free school meal criteria to all parents in receipt of qualifying benefits; 
Committing to delivering an average 6000 affordable homes per year over the lifetime of this 

Parliament; 
Continuing to reduce the essential costs of living through measures such as freezing council tax, 

and abolishing prescription charges, and 
Analysing the impacts of changes to the welfare system on people in Scotland, making 

representations to the UK Government on these impacts, and working with stakeholders to contribute 
to, and influence the debate. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is 
on the BMA’s view that the Scottish Government’s workforce planning projections reveal “stark 
anticipated medical oversupply in Scotland”. 

 (S4W-811) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Workforce planning projections indicate that over the next three to four years 
there are likely to be more doctors completing training than there will be consultant posts available to 
employ them. The issue to be tackled is not necessarily one of simple medical over-supply but one of 
how to employ these newly trained doctors in an affordable, appropriate, and sustainable manner. 

The Scottish Government’s response to this issue has been to take steps to move towards a service 
predominantly delivered by trained doctors, rather than doctors in training. Moving to a trained doctor 
service provides an opportunity to enhance the service’s capacity to deliver high quality care and to 
achieve better value for money. A trained doctor service will necessarily consist of a “mixed economy” 
of existing and future consultants and Specialty Doctors, with a role for other healthcare professionals 
which makes the most of their potential. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to 
reduce the number of undergraduate places for medicine to match anticipated workforce demand from 
the NHS. 

 (S4W-812) 

Nicola Sturgeon: No decision has been reached. The number of medical undergraduate places that 
will be required to match anticipated workforce demand from the NHS is currently under consideration 
by two working groups, involving key stakeholders, which will report to Scottish ministers by October 
2011. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
undergraduate places for medicine were and are available in (a) 2010-11 and (b) 2011-12. 

 (S4W-813) 



Nicola Sturgeon: The number of undergraduate places available for medicine in 2010-11 and 2011-
12 are as shown in Tables 1 and 2. 

Medical Undergraduate Intake Targets 

Table 1 

University AY 2010-11 Intake Targets 

Home/EU Overseas Total 

Aberdeen 162 13 175 

Dundee 143 11 154 

Edinburgh 202 16 218 

Glasgow 223 18 241 

St Andrews 104 8 112 

Total 834 66 900 

 
Table 2 

University AY 2011-12 Intake Targets 

Home/EU Overseas Total 

Aberdeen 162 13 175 

Dundee 143 11 154 

Edinburgh 202 16 218 

Glasgow 223 18 241 

St Andrews 104 8 112 

Total 834 66 900 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the NHS 
workforce demand for doctors was in 2010-11 and is for 2011-12. 

 (S4W-814) 

Nicola Sturgeon: NHS board projected staff in post (whole-time equivalent) changes in 2010-11 
were published on 3 June 2010 at: 

http://www.scsotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/06/NHSWorkforce2010. 

National Services Scotland Information Services Division are due to publish the national 
NHSScotland workforce statistics up to 31 March 2011 on the 28 June 2011. 

We are in the process of requesting from NHS boards their projected staff in post changes for 2011-
12 and plan to publish consolidated workforce projections for NHSScotland when this information is 
available. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is 
on the BMA’s view that lifting the cap on international students studying medicine would be “wholly 
counterproductive” in terms of workforce planning. 

 (S4W-815) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We are well aware of the problems associated with this issue. Extensive work 
around the analysis of the factors relating to the appropriate level of medical undergraduates is being 
undertaken, of which the BMA is aware, having been invited to sit on the reference group examining 
this issue. Any decision to change the number of international medical students studying at Scottish 
universities will take due regard of workforce planning. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the incidence of smoking in the home has been in each of the last five years, 
broken down by Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation area. 

 (S4W-818) 

http://www.scsotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/06/NHSWorkforce2010


Michael Matheson: The following table identifies the proportion of adults living in a home where 
someone smokes inside on most days, broken down by SIMD quintile for 2008 and 2009. 

This question was only introduced into the Scottish Health Survey in 2008 and therefore data is not 
available for each of the last five years. 2010 results will be published on 27 September 2011. 

Table 1: Proportion of Adults Living in a Home where Someone Smokes Inside on Most Days (Age-
Standardised) by SIMD Quintile: 

 
  

SIMD Quintile 

1st - Most Deprived 
% 

2nd 
% 

3rd 
% 

4th 
% 

5th - Least Deprived 
% 

2008 46 35 26 21 14 

2009 47 35 28 18 13 

Bases (weighted)       

2008 1,264 1,325 1,193 1,502 1,181 

2009 1,399 1,512 1,416 1,575 1,629 

Bases (unweighted)       

2008 1,132 1,226 1,348 1,651 1,106 

2009 1,402 1,395 1,579 1,692 1,463 

Source: Scottish Health Survey. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it will publish the figures for the incidence of smoking in the home among 
unemployed smokers in each of the last 10 years, broken down by length of time unemployed. 

 (S4W-820) 

Michael Matheson: Information on smoking in the home is recorded in the Scottish Health Survey 
but cannot be linked to the employment status of the smoker. 

I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-818 on 24 June 2011. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it will publish the figures for smoking in under 16s in each of the last 10 
years, broken down by (a) sex and (b) NHS board area. 

 (S4W-822) 

Michael Matheson: (a) Figures on smoking rates of 13 and 15-year-olds are published every 2 
years, with the most recently available data for 2008 published at: 

http://www.drugmisuse.isdscotland.org/publications/abstracts/salsus_national08.htm. 

The following table, Table 2.2 from the 2008 SALSUS report, shows the percentage of 13 and 15-
year-olds who were regular smokers from 1998 to 2008, by sex.  

Table 1: Regular Smokers by Age Group and Gender, 1998-2008  

  13 Year-Olds 15-Year-Olds 

Boys Girls Boys Girls 

1998 9 11 25 27 

2000 5 10 15 24 

2002 6 9 16 24 

2004 5 7 14 24 

2006 3 5 12 18 

2008 3 4 14 16 

Source: ONS 1998; NSCR 2000; SALSUS 2002-2008. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
http://www.drugmisuse.isdscotland.org/publications/abstracts/salsus_national08.htm


(b) SALSUS is designed to provide figures at a health board level every four years. The two years 
from which health board figures are currently available are 2002 and 2006. 

Table 2: Regular Smokers by Age Group and NHS Board, 2002 and 2006 

  2002 2006 

13 Years 15 Years 13 Years 15 Years 

Ayrshire and Arran 9 21 4 17 

Borders 4 15 5 14 

Dumfries and Galloway 12 24 3 17 

Fife 8 20 6 16 

Forth Valley 10 19 5 15 

Grampian 7 24 3 14 

Greater Glasgow 6 15 3 14 

Highland 9 22 5 12 

Lanarkshire 7 20 4 20 

Lothian 9 20 4 16 

Orkney Islands 14 19 4 14 

Shetland Islands 9 18 4 17 

Tayside 6 22 3 14 

Western Isles
1
 - - 7 13 

Source: SALSUS 2002, 2006 

Note: 1. Comhairle nan Eilean Siar did not participate in the 2002 SALSUS survey, as they had 
recently completed a similar local survey. There are therefore no comparable figures available for 
Western Isles Health Board area. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the prevalence of smoking was in 2010 among people aged 16 and over, 
broken down by (a) age, (b) sex and (c) NHS board area. 

 (S4W-823) 

Michael Matheson: The following table provides an age-sex breakdown of smoking prevalence 
among adults age 16+ for 2009. These data were published in the Scottish Household Survey annual 
report for 2009 which is available at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/08/25092046/0. 

Data for 2010 are not due to be published until August 2011. 

Table 1: Smoking Prevalence among Adults Age 16+, by Age and Sex, 2009 

  16 to 24 25 to 34 35 to 44 45 to 59 60 to 74 75+ Total 

  % % % % % % % 

Men 27 33 32 28 17 10 26 

Women 23 25 27 26 20 11 23 

Source: Scottish Household Survey. 

The following table provides an NHS board area breakdown of smoking prevalence among adults 
age 16+ for the two year period 2007-08. The Scottish Household Survey recommends combining two 
years of data when analysing at NHS board level to ensure estimates are as robust as possible. The 
next two year period available will be 2009-10 in August 2011. 

Table 2: Smoking Prevalence among Adults Age 16+, by NHS Board, 2007-08 

NHS Board % 

Ayrshire and Arran 26 

Borders 22 

Dumfries and Galloway 27 

Fife 26 

Forth Valley 28 

Grampian 23 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/08/25092046/0


NHS Board % 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 27 

Highland New 22 

Lanarkshire 29 

Lothian 23 

Orkney 19 

Shetland 17 

Tayside 24 

Western Isles 24 

Scotland 25 

Source: Scottish Household Survey. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it ensures the 
quality of care for older people. 

 (S4W-831) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish ministers are required to prepare and publish standards for regulated 
care services including care homes. There is already a specific set of National Care Standards in 
place for this type of services setting out the quality and standards of service that users should expect 
from their provider. 

Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland (SCSWIS) inspects and regulates services 
against the requirements and criteria set in legislation as well as the National Care Standards. 

I also refer the member to the answer to question S4F-15 on 2 June 2011. The answer to the oral 
parliamentary question is available on the Parliament’s website, the official report can be viewed at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/orsearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6271&mode=html. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive which of the 2008-09 HEAT targets have been achieved and which have still to be 
achieved, broken down by (a) health improvement, (b) efficiency and governance and (c) access and 
treatment. 

 (S4W-841) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Performance against HEAT targets is reported through the NHSScotland pages 
of the Scotland Performs website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms/partnerstories/NHSScotlandperformance. 

Scotland Performs presents information on progress against each target by the year they are due for 
delivery, rather than the year they were set. Figures are provided on HEAT targets due for delivery 
from 2007-08 onwards. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what changes have been made to the 2008-09 HEAT targets since their 
publication.  

 (S4W-842) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Changes were made to three of the 2008-09 HEAT targets following their 
publication. 

The target to reduce the proportion of older people (aged 65+) who are admitted as an emergency 
inpatient was withdrawn following advice received at a Scottish Government/NHS conference in 2008 
that the underlying policy aim (to reduce unnecessary hospital admission) was best achieved if the 
target focused on the reduction of bed days.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/orsearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6271&mode=html
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms/partnerstories/NHSScotlandperformance


The other two targets on Quality Improvement Scotland (now Healthcare Improvement Scotland) 
clinical governance/risk management standards and improving the quality of healthcare experience 
were superseded by work to support the NHS to improve the quality of healthcare.  

Details of HEAT targets for the years following 2008-09 can be found on the Scottish Government 
website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/NHS-Scotland/17273/targets. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S4W-00500 by Nicola Sturgeon on 15 June 
2011, how many emergency admissions of over-65s there have been in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-851) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The following table shows the number of emergency admissions of over-65s for 
the last five available years: 

Further information is available from the ISD Scotland website at: 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/Inpatient-and-Day-Case-Activity/. 

NHS Scotland: Number of Emergency Admissions for Patients Aged 65+ 

  Emergency Admissions 
(Aged 65+) 

2005-06 194,000 

2006-07 203,000 

2007-08 209,000 

2008-09 216,000 

2009-10 213,000 

Source: ISD SMR01. 

Note: All figures rounded to nearest 1,000. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which of its funding 
streams are available to community groups to support local (a) single and (b) multi-sport facilities. 

 (S4W-857) 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which of its funding 
steams are available to help community groups make the transition from single to multi-sport facilities 
in order to broaden their eligibility for such funding.  

 (S4W-858) 

Shona Robison: All Scottish Government funding to support the development of sports facilities is 
routed through sportscotland who operate a number of funding streams that are available to 
community groups. I have asked the Chief Executive of sportscotland to write to the member outlining 
the detail of these funding streams. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to 
question S4W-00521 by Nicola Sturgeon on 14 June 2011, whether it will provide details of the 
support and advice received by NHS Lothian from Scottish Government officials and the Scottish 
Futures Trust. 

 (S4W-859) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Government and Scottish Futures Trust officials have been working 
closely with NHS Lothian since November 2010 to help inform the strategic, financial, legal and 
procurement and governance aspects of the project. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/NHS-Scotland/17273/targets
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/Inpatient-and-Day-Case-Activity/


Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive on what date it expects 
the new Royal Hospital for Sick Children and Department for Clinical Neurosciences in Edinburgh to 
be completed. 

 (S4W-860) 

Nicola Sturgeon: NHS Lothian have set a target of 2015 for completion of the project but key 
dependencies include approval of an outline business case scheduled for November 2011, receiving 
outline planning consent for an integrated Royal Hospital for Sick Children and Department for Clinical 
Neurosciences and successfully concluding a competitive dialogue procurement process with bidders 
prior to awarding the contract in 2012. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it expects the 
completion of the new Royal Hospital for Sick Children and Department for Clinical Neurosciences in 
Edinburgh to be delayed and, if so, how long the delay will be. 

 (S4W-861) 

Nicola Sturgeon: NHS Lothian previously sought Scottish Government approval for a new Royal 
Hospital for Sick Children using predominantly public funding. The project now being supported by the 
Scottish Government also incorporates the reprovision of the Department of Clinical Neurosciences.  

The timescales for the delivery of the combined Royal Hospital for Sick Children and Department for 
Clinical Neurosciences project need to take into account the development of an integrated design, 
planning approval for a revised project scope and completion of a competitive dialogue procurement 
with bidders in 2012 to support a non-profit distribution funding model. NHS Lothian will confirm the 
project’s key milestone dates within an outline business case due for submission to the Scottish 
Government in November 2011. All parties, NHS Lothian, Scottish Government and Scottish Futures 
Trust are working together to ensure that any delay is minimised. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it expects the 
completion of the new Royal Hospital for Sick Children and Department for Clinical Neurosciences in 
Edinburgh to be delayed and, if so, what the reasons are for the delay. 

 (S4W-862) 

Nicola Sturgeon: NHS Lothian’s previously approved proposal was for a new Royal Hospital for 
Sick Children only using predominantly public funding and delivered via the Frameworks Scotland 
delivery model. In the meantime the UK Government has applied 36.5% cut in capital budgets in real 
terms over the comprehensive spending review period. In order to deliver the Royal Hospital for Sick 
Children and Department for Clinical Neurosciences projects together, however, Scottish Government 
are supporting NHS Lothian to conclude a revenue financed solution using the Scottish Government’s 
non-profit distribution model. 

The board will inform Scottish Government of the project’s key milestones in the business case due 
for submission in November 2011. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the initial 
estimated cost was of the new Royal Hospital for Sick Children and Department for Clinical 
Neurosciences in Edinburgh when the project was first signed off by ministers. 

 (S4W-863) 

Nicola Sturgeon: NHS Lothian submitted an initial agreement for the Royal Hospital for Sick 
Children in April 2006. The initial agreement for the Department of Clinical Neuroscience was 
submitted by NHS Lothian in June 2008. 

Scottish Government approved the original outline business case for the Royal Hospital for Sick 
Children as a stand alone project in August 2008. Upon a review of the options available the capital 
cost of developing the preferred way forward at the Little France site was estimated to be £147.6 
million excluding enabling works. 



An outline business case for the Department of Clinical Neuroscience has not been submitted to 
Scottish Government for approval. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the estimated cost 
is for the new Royal Hospital for Sick Children and Department for Clinical Neurosciences in 
Edinburgh. 

 (S4W-864) 

Nicola Sturgeon: NHS Lothian is working with technical and financial advisors to develop an 
integrated design solution for the Royal Hospital for Sick Children and Department for Clinical 
Neurosciences. This will inform an outline business case which is due for consideration in November 
2011 and will include the estimated cost for the preferred option and form a basis for a competitive 
procurement to commence. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what advice it gives to NHS boards regarding their obligations to the  lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) communities under the Equality Act 2010.  

 (S4W-880) 

Nicola Sturgeon: To prepare NHS boards for the implications for the Equality Act 2010, including 
their obligations to LGBT people, a series of 13 one day sessions were held between January and 
March 2011 which were supported by NHS Health Scotland. The sessions were aimed at decision 
makers within NHS boards responsible for service design and delivery and for whom the implications 
of the Equality Act 2010 would be pertinent. A total of 180 staff attended. 

In addition, NHS Health Scotland is currently managing, on behalf of the Scottish Government, the 
development of a new Gender Reassignment Services Protocol to improve the experience of 
transgender people when accessing gender reassignment services within NHSScotland.  

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many people 
the NHS has employed in each year since 1999, expressed as (a) headcount and (b) full-time 
equivalent. 

 (S4W-885) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Information on the number of people the NHS has employed in each year since 
1999 is published on the NHS National Services Scotland, Information Services Division website at:  

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Overall-Staff-and-Turnover/. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much it will cost to deliver 100 community sports hubs across Scotland by 2014. 

 (S4W-913) 

Shona Robison: Community sports hubs will reflect the shape and needs of sport in the areas in 
which they will be situated. Following the publication of A games legacy for Scotland, a copy of which 
has been placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. number 49208), in September 
2009, we have committed £7.5 million of additional funding to help support local authorities develop 
their plans to ensure that 100 community sports hubs are delivered by 2014. Since September 2009 
we have invested almost £19 million in facilities across Scotland some of which will feature in plans for 
the roll out of community sports hubs. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
progress it has made on introducing a new minimum standard for MRSA screening. 

 (S4W-921) 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Overall-Staff-and-Turnover/


Nicola Sturgeon: All NHS boards in Scotland have introduced targeted screening for MRSA since 
January 2010. Building on this, on 23 February 2011, the Scottish Government announced new 
minimum standards for MRSA screening in Scottish hospitals, based on the recommendations of the 
Healthcare Associated Infection Task Force and the MRSA Screening Programme Board, and 
informed by world leading scientific based study in Scotland. The new arrangements, which will extend 
existing practice are to be in place no later than 31 March 2012. Health Protection Scotland is working 
with NHS boards to co-ordinate roll-out of the new national minimum screening policy. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will roll out the Family Nurse Partnership across Scotland. 

 (S4W-922) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Family Nurse Partnership programme is delivered under a licensing 
agreement with the University of Colorado, Denver. As part of this licensing agreement, we need to 
take a phased approach to roll out. There are four phases, and we are currently in phase two - 
Feasibility and Acceptability through Pilot Testing and Evaluation. The evaluation is due to conclude in 
spring 2013. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much 
it will cost to roll out the Family Nurse Partnership across Scotland. 

 (S4W-923) 

Nicola Sturgeon: There will be a phased approach to roll out of the Family Nurse Partnership 
across Scotland. If every pregnant teenage mother was supported on the programme, there would be 
around 3,300 clients per year. The programme costs £3,000 per client, per year and the programme 
lasts until the child reaches two. We would expect annual costs to reach £35 million for full rollout. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
measures it will take forward to establish a maximum waiting time of 12 months for IVF treatment and 
what the financial implications of this are for NHS boards.  

 (S4W-929) 

Michael Matheson: We are continuing to work towards establishing a maximum waiting time of 12 
months for IVF treatment, to ensure long term equity of access across Scotland. I will ask the National 
Infertility Group to consider the implications for NHS boards as part of their work. 

Justice 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many special 
constables there have been in each police force, broken down by (a) ethnicity, (b) gender and (c) age 
group in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-743) 

Kenny MacAskill: The information requested on the number of special constables broken down by 
ethnicity, gender and age group is not held centrally. We can provide the number of special constables 
in each force as at 31 March from 1999 to 2010. The 2011 data are not yet available. 

Special Constables in Scotland, as at 31 March from 1999 to 2010  

Year Central Dumfries 
and 

Galloway 

Fife Grampian Lothian 
and 

Borders 

Northern Strathclyde Tayside Scotland 

1999 62 187 102 121 198 482 310 189 1,651 

2000 60 153 97 120 207 413 322 156 1,528 

2001 59 135 110 116 151 406 336 136 1,449 

2002 73 96 99 115 112 340 314 122 1,271 

2003 79 95 101 93 107 310 240 111 1,136 

2004 76 105 119 108 87 267 265 108 1,135 



Year Central Dumfries 
and 

Galloway 

Fife Grampian Lothian 
and 

Borders 

Northern Strathclyde Tayside Scotland 

2005 100 95 119 141 106 246 257 122 1,186 

2006 129 106 128 144 130 242 306 159 1,344 

2007 131 115 143 159 160 240 342 173 1,463 

2008 118 95 136 152 171 237 323 176 1,408 

2009 100 105 137 181 182 219 455 199 1,578 

2010 97 122 135 179 166 174 573 199 1,645 

 
 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many special 
constables in each police force were previously serving officers in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-744) 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what percentage of 
police recruits in each police force was previously special constables. 

 (S4W-745) 

Kenny MacAskill: The information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Gil Paterson (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
in how many arrests for domestic abuse related charges in Strathclyde in each of the last five years 
both partners were arrested and what the outcomes were. 

 (S4W-766) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information relating to arrests is not held centrally. The number of incidents of 
domestic abuse recorded by the police is collected from police forces, however, the data collection is 
incident based and it is not possible to determine how many incidents involved both partners as 
perpetrators or whether one or both partners were arrested. Not all incidents of domestic abuse will 
result in an arrest being made. 

 

Gil Paterson (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what the outcomes were for women in Strathclyde arrested on domestic abuse related charges in 
each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-767) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information relating to arrests is not held centrally. The number of incidents of 
domestic abuse recorded by the police is collected from police forces, however as the data held is 
incident based, it is not possible to match this data up with court proceedings, which is person based. 
Additionally, not all incidents of domestic abuse will result in an arrest being made. 

The following table shows the police action taken against identified perpetrators of crimes of 
offences of domestic abuse cleared up by Strathclyde Police, where the identified perpetrator was 
female. 

  Referral to 
Procurator 

Fiscal 

Police 
Warning 

Other 
Action

1
 

No Further 
Action 

Unknown Total 

2005-06 764 20 262 43 0 1,089 

2006-07 781 28 334 22 17 1,182 

2007-08 822 22 392 28 2 1,266 

2008-09 1,323 26 664 44 0 2,057 

2009-10 2,275 10 803 51 0 3,139 

Note: 1. Other action includes for example referrals to support groups. 

 



Gil Paterson (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what the outcomes were for men in Strathclyde arrested on domestic abuse related charges in each of 
the last five years. 

 (S4W-768) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information relating to arrests is not held centrally. The number of incidents of 
domestic abuse recorded by the police is collected from police forces, however as the data held is 
incident based, it is not possible to match this data up with court proceedings, which is person based. 
Additionally, not all incidents of domestic abuse will result in an arrest being made. 

The following table shows the police action taken against identified perpetrators of crimes of 
offences of domestic abuse cleared up by Strathclyde Police, where the identified perpetrator was 
male. 

  Referral to 
Procurator 

Fiscal 

Police 
Warning 

Other 
Action

1
 

No Further 
Action 

Unknown Total 

2005-06 6,963 99 2,099 182 0 9,343 

2006-07 6,634 147 2,723 86 128 9,718 

2007-08 6,432 132 3,238 120 39 9,961 

2008-09 8,072 119 4,046 214 0 12,451 

2009-10 10,176 34 3,802 173 1 14,186 

Note: 1. Other action includes for example referrals to support groups. 

 

Gil Paterson (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
in how many cases of contact and residency disputes where domestic abuse was alleged in each of 
the last five years contact or residency was awarded to the alleged abuser and what the gender of 
each party was. 

 (S4W-769) 

Gil Paterson (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
in how many cases of contact and residency disputes where child abuse was alleged in each of the 
last five years contact or residency was awarded to the alleged abuser and what the gender of each 
party was. 

 (S4W-770) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This data is not available in the form requested. 

No data on contact or residence cases is available for before April 2008, as the pre-April 2008 data 
does not include contact or residence as case types. 

Information on contact and residence cases in the Court of Session in 2008-09 and 2009-10 is at 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/12/17153314/9 and 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/12/17153314/10 

(Note: The 2008-09 Court of Session data does not give contact/residence separately - these are 
combined under Parental Responsibilities and Rights.) 

Information on contact and residence cases in the Sheriff Courts in 2008/09 and 2009/10 is at 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/12/17153314/22 and 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/12/17153314/23. 

 

Gil Paterson (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
in how many cases of child contact and residency disputes children’s views were (a) sought and (b) 
implemented in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-771) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This information is not available. However, the Scottish Government 
published research in December 2010 on contact cases in the Sheriff Court. This research can be 
found at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/12/17153314/9
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/12/17153314/10
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/12/17153314/22
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/12/17153314/23


http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/12/08145916/0. 

In particular, chapter 7 of this research discusses putting children at the centre of the court actions. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to introduce the reforms proposed in the 
Report of Scottish Civil Courts Review and what the timescale is. 

 (S4W-777) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is taking forward the recommendations of Lord Gill’s 
review as part of a planned and managed programme of reform, called “Making Justice Work”.  

Lord Gill’s recommendations will require a mix of primary and secondary legislation and 
administrative measures to fully implement properly. Implementation will also need to be phased in 
over time, taking into account both future pressures on budgets, and other reforms being taken 
forward under the Making Justice Work programme (for example reforms to the tribunal system, 
considering how we might make better use of mediation and alternative dispute resolution methods 
and reforms to the processes for dealing with summary crime). 

The broad intention is to phase in a series of measures, including legislation, beginning in the early 
years of the Parliament, to implement the recommendations. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to review the administration of criminal cases 
and the impact that this has on the justice system. 

 (S4W-778) 

Kenny MacAskill: A comprehensive programme of reform is in progress, with several substantial 
steps already completed and further reforms planned. 

The second session of the Scottish Parliament legislated to reform both the operation of the High 
Court of Justiciary (in the Criminal Procedure (Amendment) (Scotland) Act 2004) and the operation of 
the summary justice system (in the Criminal Proceedings etc. (Reform) (Scotland) Act 2007). 

Both of those measures were passed with substantial cross party support. In government, we have 
continued implementation of the 2007 Act’s reforms to the system of summary justice. This has 
assisted court programming by reducing unnecessary hearings and in allowing lower-level offending to 
be diverted from the courts. Government monitoring and evaluation of the impact of summary justice 
reform continues. For further detail, I refer the member to the answer to question S3W-13333 on 9 
June 2008. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, 
the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

The Scottish Government has established Making Justice Work, a wide-ranging programme 
designed to examine further ways of improving the speed and efficiency of handling criminal cases. 
The Scottish Government is also committed to the implementation of the Review of Sheriff and Jury 
undertaken by Sheriff Principal Bowen who submitted his report to Scottish ministers on 11 June 
2010. Taking forward reform to the Scottish civil courts system (following Lord Gill’s September 2009 
report) will also have an impact upon the administration of the criminal courts. 

The Scottish Government has also sought a review of the law and practice of Scottish criminal cases 
in light of the United Kingdom Supreme Court's decision in the case of Cadder v HM Advocate. This 
review, led by Lord Carloway, is expected to report in autumn 2011. 

On 5 June 2011, the Scottish Government appointed a group of independent specialists in Scots law 
to review the law and practice currently governing the respective jurisdictions of the High Court of 
Justiciary and the Supreme Court in court cases involving the application of human rights law. 

On 1 April 2010, the Judiciary and Courts (Scotland) Act 2008 established the Scottish Court 
Service (SCS) as a new, independent statutory body. Specific questions of day to day administration 
therefore fall within the responsibility of SCS. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/12/08145916/0
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to carry out an audit of the compatibility of 
Scots criminal law with the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). 

 (S4W-782) 

Kenny MacAskill: A full European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) audit was carried out 
during the first session of the Parliament and compatibility with the Convention is considered when 
any legislation is introduced. Specific areas of law have been reviewed to assess compatibility with 
ECHR and a major review of criminal procedure in relation to ECHR is underway, led by Lord 
Carloway. The proposal for a wider audit will be considered in the light of the report of the Carloway 
Review. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to expand the witness service to all Justice of 
the Peace courts. 

 (S4W-783) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has no plans to extend the witness service to all 
Justice of the Peace Courts. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to allow the views of victims to be taken into 
account when (a) community sentences and (b) parole board decisions are being considered. 

 (S4W-784) 

Kenny MacAskill: There are already mechanisms in place to take account of victims’ concerns in 
both the area of community sentencing and when decisions to release offenders on licence are taken. 
In respect of community sentences, practice guidance for criminal justice social workers stresses the 
importance of considering victims’ issues in looking at both the suitability, and subsequent 
management, of a community sentence. Criminal justice social work reports submitted to the court to 
assist in the sentencing process will take into account, as far as practicable, the possible impact of a 
community sentence on the victim. 

In relation to release on licence, the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2001 allows victims to make 
written representations to the parole board when an offender sentenced to 18 or more months in 
prison is being considered for release on licence, and the Scottish Government is considering 
introducing procedures that will allow victims to make oral representations to a member of the Parole 
Board.  

The Scottish Government is planning a victims’ rights Bill, and is looking at a range of options for 
further enhancing the rights of victims. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to carry out a review of criminal injuries 
compensation. 

 (S4W-786) 

Kenny MacAskill: Payments made to innocent victims of violent crime are made under provisions 
of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme, which applies in Scotland, England and Wales and is 
founded on the Criminal Injuries Compensation Act 1995, an act of the UK Parliament. Changes to the 
scheme are the responsibility of the Ministry of Justice, in consultation with Scottish ministers. 
Kenneth Clarke MP, the Secretary of State for Justice, announced a review of the scheme on 19 
October 2010. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has for investment in the prison estate. 



 (S4W-787) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond.  His response is as follows: 

The Scottish Prison Service is taking forward investment in the prison estate in line with the 
spending plans set out by the Scottish Government in its budget for 2011-12, approved by the 
Parliament in February 2011. Work is progressing apace on the completion of HMP Low Moss and 
has started on the second phase of HMP Shotts, the first phase of which is now occupied by 
prisoners. Preparations are also well in hand for the construction of HMP Grampian. Plans for future 
spending will be published in the draft Budget and Spending Review document later in 2011. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has completed site acquisition for HMP (a) Inverclyde 
and (b) Highland. 

 (S4W-788) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service (SPS), 
to respond. His response is as follows: 

The SPS completed the site acquisition for HMP Inverclyde on 31 March 2011. 

The SPS remains committed to building HMP Highland, as a replacement for HMP Inverness but 
has not completed the site acquisition. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to review the implementation of The Road to 
Recovery: A New Approach to Tackling Scotland's Drug Problem. 

 (S4W-789) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Road to Recovery is a long-term strategy and its impact and success 
requires review from both within and outwith government. 

In order to do this effectively and sustainably the Scottish Government established the Drugs 
Strategy Delivery Commission (DSDC) in 2009 to give expert advice on the impact and progress of 
the strategy. 

In addition to the work of the DSDC we recognise that the Strategy is a product of political 
consensus and so it was right that the Scottish Government requested and led a parliamentary debate 
in September 2010 to hear the challenge and consensus of all political parties. Additionally briefing in 
parliament from the then Minister for Community Safety, Fergus Ewing MSP, was offered to all MSPs, 
as well as individual briefings for all party leaders, in March 2011. 

The Scottish Government also has a national indicator to decrease the number of estimated problem 
drug users in Scotland by 2011, and 2009-10 prevalence estimates which will be reported on 
December this year. 

In 2009 we committed to a HEAT target that states by March 2013, 90 per cent of clients will wait no 
longer than 3 weeks from referral received to appropriate drug or alcohol treatment that supports their 
recovery. We are well on our way to achieving this target, and in December 2010, we reported that 
92.1 per cent of clients offered an appointment for assessment were offered a date that was within 4 
weeks of their referral. And that 97.1 per cent of clients who were offered an appointment for their first 
treatment intervention were offered a date that was within 4 weeks of their care plan being agreed. 

The Scottish Government has invested significant resources to enhance the Scottish Drugs Misuse 
Database (SDMD) to include the collection of follow-up and outcomes based information from clients 
as they progress through their treatment pathway. 

The analysis and reporting of this information (expected by December 2012) will provide us with 
some key answers to the numbers of people in drug treatment in Scotland (by treatment type); and 
provide an opportunity for additional analysis which will inform our understandings of people’s 
journeys through drug treatment (for particular cohort groups), the effectiveness of different types of 



treatment (including length of time) and the outcomes that individuals are achieving (for example 
around accommodation, family, employment/training, drug use and offending). 

So far from the SDMD we note that since 2007 more and more people are coming in to treatment 
(35,430 recorded entries into treatment, 2007-08 to 2009-10). 

The Scottish Government remains committed to providing the Parliament with regular updates on 
the implementation and impact of The Road to Recovery for the review and challenge of MSPs.  We 
want to continue to work with parties across the Parliament to build on and reinforce the consensus 
this important approach. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer 
to question S4W-00306 by Roseanna Cunningham on 10 June 2011, when it expects to make a 
statement regarding how it will proceed with legislation in relation to high hedges. 

 (S4W-797) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-306 on 10 June 2011. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/PQA/default.aspx. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what information it has on how many licensed premises have closed in each of the 
last 10 years, broken down by (i) postcode area and (ii) Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation area. 

 (S4W-821) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information is not collected centrally. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many prosecutions there have been for assaulting an NHS employee under 
regulations introduced in 2007 to extend the Emergency Workers (Scotland) Act 2005. 

 (S4W-834) 

Kenny MacAskill: The available information is given in the following table. 

Persons Proceeded Against in Scottish Courts for Offences Under the Emergency Workers 
(Scotland) Act 2005

1,2
, 2004-05 to 2008-09 

Offence 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

Section 1(1)
3 

12 47 44 76 117 

Section 2(1)
4 

14 78 96 79 39 

Section 3(1)
5 

0 3 2 4 2 

Section 5(1)
6 

31 84 145 150 131 

Total 57 212 287 309 289 

Notes:  

1. Where main offence. 

2. NHS workers cannot be separately identified from other emergency workers, although section 5(1) 
deals with assaulting or impeding health workers in hospital premises. 

3. Assaulting or impeding certain providers of emergency services. This includes constables, member 
of the fire brigade, person acting for the Scottish Ambulance Service Board. 

4. Assaulting or impeding certain emergency workers responding to emergency circumstances. This 
includes prison officers, member of HM Coastguard, a member of the crew of a vessel operated by the 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution, a registered medical practitioner, a registered nurse, a registered 
midwife, a social worker, a mental health officer. 

5. Assaulting or impeding persons assisting emergency workers. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/PQA/default.aspx


6. Assaulting or impeding health workers in hospital premises. This includes a registered medical 
practitioner, a registered nurse, a registered midwife, a person acting for the Scottish Ambulance 
Service board. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S3W-38805 by Kenny MacAskill on 24 January 2011, whether it remains its 
position that the construction of HMP Low Moss will be completed in autumn 2011. 

 (S4W-925) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

Yes, the construction of HMP Low Moss is scheduled for completion in autumn 2011 and is on 
programme to achieve this. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
plans to start construction work on HMP Grampian. 

 (S4W-926) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service (SPS), 
to respond. His response is as follows: 

The SPS is currently undertaking a procurement exercise to appoint a contractor to construct HMP 
Grampian. The outcome of this process will determine when construction work will commence. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
expects the second phase of HMP Shotts to be completed. 

 (S4W-927) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

It is anticipated that the second phase of HMP Shotts will be completed by summer 2012. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
expects work on the Scottish Crime Campus to be completed and whether the work is currently (a) on 
budget and (b) on time. 

 (S4W-930) 

Kenny MacAskill: Work on the Scottish Crime Campus is expected to complete in mid-2013 and 
remains on budget and on time. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what legal restrictions there are on the height that a hedge can be grown when it is at the 
boundary of an adjacent property.  

 (S4W-944) 

Roseanna Cunningham: There are currently no legal restrictions in Scotland governing the height 
of hedges grown on the boundary of adjacent properties. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what non-court action can be taken by a property owner whose title deeds allow a 
reasonable right of access to an adjacent property but who is denied this by the other property's 
owner. 

 (S4W-946) 



Roseanna Cunningham: Individuals in dispute with their neighbours can, if both parties are willing, 
reach a private agreement to resolve the matter. If this is not possible, the use of a mediation service 
may help if both parties are willing to participate. Mediation can bring parties in dispute together to talk 
through the issues and to come to a satisfactory conclusion for both parties. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
policy is concerning peat extraction for (a) horticultural and (b) other commercial uses. 

 (S4W-816) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Scottish Government issued a discussion paper in December 2010 setting 
out our position on the management of peatlands and other carbon-rich soils, including peat 
extraction. Peat extraction for horticultural or other commercial uses is subject to local authority 
planning controls for individual sites. Peat extraction is liable to give rise to greenhouse gas emissions, 
and the Scottish Government wishes to see the use of peat for horticulture reduced and eventually 
phased out. We plan to work with other interested parties on how this may best be achieved. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will revise its policy on the extraction of peat for (a) horticultural and (b) other commercial 
uses in the light of the UK Government’s recent commitment to reduce the use of peat in horticulture 
to zero by 2030. 

 (S4W-817) 

Stewart Stevenson: The government discussion paper on carbon-rich soils, which can be found at 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/waste-and-pollution/Pollution-1/soil/soilpolicy/carbon-
rich/, published last December, highlighted our aspirations to work with a range of interested parties to 
phase out the use of peat in horticulture. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps it is taking to protect and restore peatlands and how its policies regarding the extraction of peat 
for (a) horticultural, (b) other commercial and (c) domestic use contribute to this. 

 (S4W-819) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Scottish Government provides funding for peatland protection and 
restoration measures as part of the Scotland Rural Development Programme (the SRDP). Controls 
over the extraction of peat for horticultural or other commercial uses are designed to minimise the 
further damage which peat extraction may cause to the habitat. We are supporting initiatives such as 
Garden for Life to promote the use of alternatives to peat in horticulture. The customary right to extract 
peat for domestic use is limited in that sale of the peat is not permitted; we have no plans to alter the 
legal position. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what plans it has to bring forward flood defence schemes in the next five years. 

 (S4W-835) 

Stewart Stevenson: The development of flood prevention schemes is a matter for individual local 
authorities. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
measures it is taking to create a climate adaptation fund. 

 (S4W-910) 

Stewart Stevenson: We are currently examining the options for the development of climate change 
adaptation fund including support for international projects. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/waste-and-pollution/Pollution-1/soil/soilpolicy/carbon-rich/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/waste-and-pollution/Pollution-1/soil/soilpolicy/carbon-rich/


Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has 
meetings planned with the UK Government to discuss the impact of the Scottish Adjacent Waters 
Boundaries Order 1999. 

 (S4W-931) 

Richard Lochhead: The relevant UK Government department, the Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs, have made clear that they have no plans to review or make changes to the 
1999 order and no meetings on this subject are planned. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
information it holds on the number of (a) grocery, (b) butcher, (c) baker, (d) fishmonger, (e) 
newsagent, (f) confectionery and (g) tobacco retail outlets in the most recent period for which it is 
available, and on the number of wholesalers in each category. 

 (S4W-933) 

Richard Lochhead: Data on business sites by industrial sector in Scotland are available from the 
Inter-Departmental Business Register (IDBR). The IDBR is maintained by the Office for National 
Statistics and is a database of all registered enterprises operating in the UK i.e. enterprises that are 
registered for VAT and/or PAYE. The IDBR covers 99% of economic activity in the UK. Those 
excluded are small soletraders or partnerships with no employees and an annual turnover of less than 
the VAT threshold (£68,000 as at March 2010). 

Business sites are categorised on the IDBR according to the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) 
2007. It is not possible to obtain figures for the exact categories requested due to the structure of the 
SIC 2007. The figures in the following table are the closest equivalents available. 

Table 1 contains the number of business sites by SIC 2007 code for the most recent period 
available. 

Table 1: Number of Business Sites in Selected Retail/Wholesale Industrial Classifications, March 
2010 

SIC 2007 Description Business Sites 

47210 Retail sale of fruit and vegetables, in specialised stores 365 

47220 Retail sale of meat and meat products in specialised stores 725 

47230 Retail sale of fish, crustaceans and molluscs in specialised stores 245 

47240 Retail sale of bread, cakes, flour confectionary 
and sugar confectionary in specialised stores 

820 

47260 Retail sale of tobacco products in specialised stores 220 

47620 Retail sale of newspapers and stationery in specialised stores 640 

46310 Wholesale of fruit and vegetables 190 

46320 Wholesale of meat and meat products 155 

46350 Wholesale of tobacco products 5 

46360 Wholesale of sugar and chocolate and sugar confectionary 45 

46380 Wholesale of other food, including fish, crustaceans and molluscs 265 

Source: Inter-Departmental Business Register, ONS. 

Notes: 

Business site counts are rounded to the nearest five. 

Business sites are the individual sites within an enterprise, i.e. every store, branch, office within an 
enterprise. 

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
will provide an update on the Scotland Rural Development Programme’s package for the Development 
of Renewable Energy Provision. 

 (S4W-942) 



Richard Lochhead: The Scotland Rural Development Programme (SRDP) continues to provide 
support under the renewable energy options. 

The guidance for these options clearly states the eligibility criteria for applications. It is updated 
regularly and can be found on the SRDP website at:  

www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/SRDP/RuralPriorities/Options#a1. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 
 

S4W-725 
S4W-727 
S4W-729 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/SRDP/RuralPriorities/Options#a1

