
Thursday 23 June 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) 16 and 
(b) 17-year-olds are in full-time education, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-666) 

Alasdair Allan: The information requested is contained in the following table. 

16 and 17-Year-Olds in Full-Time Education by Local Authority: 2009-10 

Local Authority Age
1
 

Total 16 17 

Aberdeen City 2,870 1,540 1,335 

Aberdeenshire 4,635 2,540 2,095 

Angus 2,085 1,095 990 

Argyll and Bute 1,780 915 860 

Clackmannanshire 850 445 405 

Dumfries and Galloway 2,740 1,540 1,205 

Dundee City 2,200 1,240 960 

East Ayrshire 2,215 1,240 975 

East Dunbartonshire 2,710 1,330 1,380 

East Lothian 1,750 900 850 

East Renfrewshire 2,755 1,370 1,385 

Edinburgh City 5,970 3,170 2,800 

Eilean Siar 520 280 240 

Falkirk 2,735 1,490 1,245 

Fife 6,155 3,345 2,810 

Glasgow City 7,975 4,450 3,525 

Highland 4,555 2,480 2,070 

Inverclyde 1,595 795 800 

Midlothian 1,530 870 660 

Moray 1,655 925 730 

North Ayrshire 2,430 1,345 1,085 

North Lanarkshire 6,410 3,575 2,840 

Orkney Islands 375 200 175 

Perth and Kinross 2,340 1,235 1,105 

Renfrewshire 3,460 1,875 1,585 

Scottish Borders 1,955 1,055 900 

Shetland Islands 460 255 205 

South Ayrshire 2,215 1,200 1,015 

South Lanarkshire 6,180 3,390 2,785 

Stirling 1,885 970 915 

West Dunbartonshire 1,760 950 810 

West Lothian 3,235 1,840 1,395 

Scotland 91,975 49,835 42,140 

Source: Pupil Census, Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) and Scottish Funding Council 
(SFC). 

Note: 

1. Age for the publicly funded pupils is at 28 February 2010. Age for students at colleges and higher 
education institutions is at 31 August 2009. 

In addition to the above there are 3,130 and 2,575 pupils aged 16 and 17 years old (respectively) in 
the independent sector (age as at 31 December). 



Figures in this table (and the associated footnotes) have been rounded to the nearest 5. 0, 1, 2 have 
been rounded to 0. 

Figures may not sum to totals due to rounding. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
annual unitary charge payments have been made by Aberdeen City Council for the 3Rs Project in 
Aberdeen each year to date. 

 (S4W-671) 

Michael Russell: The following table sets out the annual unitary charge payments made by 
Aberdeen City Council to date for their 3Rs school building project. 

Financial Year Amount (£ million) 

2009-10 6.6 

2010-11 12.9 

 
 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much Aberdeen City Council will pay in annual unitary charge payments under the 3Rs Project in 
Aberdeen over the lifetime of the project. 

 (S4W-672) 

Michael Russell: The current estimated total unitary charge payable by Aberdeen City Council for 
their 3Rs school building project over its 30-year lifetime is £478 million. Further financial information 
regarding school PFI and NPD projects is publically available on the Scottish Government website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Finance/18232/12308. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
funding it has provided for the 3Rs Project in Aberdeen in each year to date. 

 (S4W-673) 

Michael Russell: The following table sets out the level of Scottish Government funding provided to 
Aberdeen City Council for their 3Rs school building project in each year to date. 

Financial Year Amount 

2009-10 £1,892,261 

2010-11 £5,113,083 

 
 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
funding it will provide over the lifetime of the 3Rs Project in Aberdeen. 

 (S4W-674) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government will provide funding of £171.6 million to Aberdeen City 
Council over the 30-year lifetime of their 3Rs school building project. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the capital value is of schools built as part of the 3Rs Project in Aberdeen. 

 (S4W-675) 

Michael Russell: The capital value of schools built as part of Aberdeen City Council’s 3Rs school 
building project is £120.5 million. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Finance/18232/12308


Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how Skills 
Development Scotland supports job creation in North Ayrshire. 

 (S4W-686) 

Alasdair Allan: Skills Development Scotland works with a number of partners, including local 
community planning partnerships to support the effective development and delivery of skills provision 
to meet the needs of local employers. 

Starting in 2010-11, Skills Development Scotland has aligned its pre-employment programmes (Get 
Ready for Work and Training for Work) with local labour markets, including those in North Ayrshire, 
through a co-commissioning process with community planning partnerships. This approach is 
designed to ensure our employability programmes respond effectively to local labour market needs. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
information it has on whether university tuition fees in England will rise with inflation and what impact 
such rises will have on the net funding gap between English and Scottish institutions. 

 (S4W-691) 

Michael Russell: It is not yet known whether UK ministers will allow university tuition fees in 
England to rise with inflation. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will bring forward legislation to increase tuition fees for students from the rest of the United Kingdom. 

 (S4W-692) 

Michael Russell: We will bring forward legislation about tuition fees for students from the rest of the 
UK in due course. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
expects the number of fees only places in Scottish universities provided in 2011-12 to be replicated 
every year until the end of the current parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-693) 

Michael Russell: Working with the Scottish Funding Council, we will review the balance between 
fees only and funded places in due course. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
Scottish students dropped out of Scottish universities in each of the last four years, broken down by 
year of degree. 

 (S4W-694) 

Michael Russell: The information requested is not held centrally. The Higher Education Statistics 
Agency (HESA) publishes non-continuation rates for higher education institutions in the UK as part of 
their performance indicators. These performance indicators examine non-continuation after the first 
year of degree courses for all entrants to Scottish institutions. The HESA performance indicators can 
be found at: 

http://www.hesa.ac.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2064&Itemid=141. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will legislate to introduce a minimum income of £7,000 a year for students in full-time higher education. 

 (S4W-695) 

Michael Russell: Proposals regarding student support will be brought forward in a wider package of 
reforms on post-16 education, as mentioned in my response to S4W-696 on 23 June 2011. All 

http://www.hesa.ac.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2064&Itemid=141


answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will introduce a higher education Bill and what measures it will contain. 

 (S4W-696) 

Michael Russell: As outlined in my statement to the Parliament on 16 June 2011, I will set out a 
wider package of reforms on post-16 education later this year. Any legislation on higher education 
would be brought forward next year as part of this wider package of reform. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will legislate to set targets for widening access to universities. 

 (S4W-698) 

Michael Russell: Measures regarding widening access to universities will be brought forward in a 
wider package of reforms on post-16 education, as mentioned in my response to S4W-696 on 23 June 
2011. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
statutory widening access targets for universities will apply to the sector as a whole or individual 
institutions. 

 (S4W-699) 

Michael Russell: Proposals on widening access for universities will be brought forward in a wider 
package of reforms on post-16 education, as mentioned in my response to S4W-696 on 23 June 
2011. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will publish its discussion paper for  reforms to the college sector and what issues will be included. 

 (S4W-700) 

Alasdair Allan: As outlined in the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning’s 
statement to the Parliament on 16 June 2011 and in my own speech to the colleges at their annual 
conference on the same date, a wider package of reforms on post-16 education will be set out later 
this year. 

The issues for inclusion are currently being developed, but will be framed around the key criterion of 
improving outcomes for learning, and will take into account commitments and the resources available 
in the context of cabinet decisions about the Spending Review. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will publish a map of course provision for the (a) further and (b) higher education sector. 

 (S4W-702) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Funding Council is in the process of mapping provision across 
further and higher education, at local, regional and national levels, and will be presenting their findings 
to the Scottish Government in due course. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
modern languages will be offered in schools under its proposals to introduce a scheme for modern 
language learning based on the EU 2+1 model. 

 (S4W-705) 

Alasdair Allan: We will work with local authorities, schools, parents and learners, to develop a new 
languages model that will increase the opportunities for young people to benefit from learning two 
additional languages and to develop the confidence and skills that they need to be successful in an 
increasingly globalised world. This model will have flexibility to enable local authorities and schools to 
agree the nature and content of language provision for the children and young people in their area, but 
it is envisaged that languages available would include both European and Asian languages. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much 
funding has been allocated for the teaching of modern languages at higher education institutions in 
each year since 2007, broken down by funding stream. 

 (S4W-706) 

Alasdair Allan: This is a matter for the Scottish Funding Council. I have asked Mark Batho, the 
Chief Executive to respond. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
Scotland-domiciled students have taken modern languages courses at Scottish universities in each 
year since 2007. 

 (S4W-707) 

Alasdair Allan: The information requested is contained in the following table. 

Scottish-Domiciled Students Studying for a Qualification in a Modern Language at the Scottish 
Higher Education Institutions, 2007-08 to 2009-10 (1,2) 

Level of Study 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

Research Postgraduate 65   55   60   

Taught Postgraduate 65   70   55   

First Degree 2,990   2,975   3,005   

Other Undergraduate 4,285   4,265   4,710   

Total 7,405   7,365   7,825   

Source: Scottish Funding Council (SFC). 

Notes: 

1. For this table, modern languages excludes the following subject areas: English studies, ancient 
language studies, Celtic studies, Latin studies, Classical Greek studies, Classical studies and others 
subject areas covered by linguistics, classics and related subjects. 

2. Students might be studying for a qualification in a modern language in combination with other 
subject(s). 

Students studying for a qualification in a combination of subjects are counted as one regardless of 
how many figures are derived from individual student returns collected by the Higher Education 
Statistics agency (HESA). 

The Scottish Funding Council uses a different standard population to that used by HESA and these 
figures might differ from any published by HESA. 

Figures in this table have been rounded to the nearest five. Zero, one and two have been rounded to 
zero. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
Scotland-domiciled entrants there have been to modern languages courses at each Scottish university 
in each year since 2007, broken down by course. 



 (S4W-708) 

Alasdair Allan: The information requested is contained in the following tables. 

Table 1: Scottish-Domiciled Entrants Studying for a Qualification in a Modern Language at the 
Scottish Higher Education Institutions, 2007-08 (1,2) 

 Table 1 2007-08 

Institution / Subject Research 
Post- 

Graduate 

Taught 
Post- 

Graduate 

First 
Degree 

Other 
Under-

Graduate 

Total 

Aberdeen, University of      

European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   -   -   -   

French studies -   -   30   -   35   

German studies -   -   15   -   15   

Spanish studies -   -   25   -   25   

Scandinavian studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   5   -   5   

American studies -   -   -   -   -   

Total 5   -   75   -   80   

Dundee, University of -   -   -   -   -   

French studies -   -   15   -   15   

German studies -   -   5   -   5   

Spanish studies -   -   5   15   20   

European Studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   10   90   100   

American studies -   -   15   -   15   

Total -   -   45   110   155   

Edinburgh Napier University      

French studies -   -   25   -   25   

German studies -   -   25   -   25   

Italian studies -   -   -   -   -   

Spanish studies -   -   -   -   -   

Total -   -   50   -   50   

Edinburgh, University of      

French studies -   5   40   -   45   

German studies -   5   10   -   15   

Italian studies -   -   5   -   5   

Spanish studies -   -   15   -   15   

Portuguese studies -   -   -   -   -   

Scandinavian studies -   -   5   -   5   

Russian and East European studies -   -   5   -   5   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   5   40   -   45   

Chinese studies -   5   5   -   5   

Japanese studies -   -   15   -   15   

South Asian studies -   -   -   -   -   

Other Asian studies -   -   -   -   -   

African studies -   -   -   -   5   

Modern Middle Eastern studies -   -   5   -   10   

American studies -   -   -   -   -   

Total 10   25   140   -   170   

Glasgow, University of      

European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   10   -   10   

French studies -   -   95   -   95   

German studies -   -   25   -   25   



 Table 1 2007-08 

Institution / Subject Research 
Post- 

Graduate 

Taught 
Post- 

Graduate 

First 
Degree 

Other 
Under-

Graduate 

Total 

Italian studies -   -   15   -   15   

Spanish studies -   -   35   -   35   

Portuguese studies -   -   5   -   5   

Russian and East European studies -   20   10   -   30   

European Studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   30   3,465   3,495   

American studies -   -   -   -   -   

Total 5   20   225   3,465   3,715   

Heriot-Watt University      

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   65   -   65   

Open University in Scotland      

French studies -   -   -   40   40   

German studies -   -   -   35   35   

Spanish studies -   -   -   40   40   

European Studies -   -   10   -   10   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   50   -   50   

Total -   -   55   120   175   

St Andrews, University of      

French studies -   -   25   -   25   

German studies -   -   5   -   5   

Italian studies -   -   -   -   -   

Spanish studies -   -   10   -   15   

Russian and East European studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   10   220   230   

Modern Middle Eastern studies -   -   5   -   5   

Total -   5   55   220   280   

Stirling, University of      

French studies -   -   30   -   30   

German studies -   -   -   -   -   

Spanish studies -   -   25   -   25   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   -   -   -   

Total -   -   55   -   55   

Strathclyde, University of      

French studies -   -   50   10   60   

German studies -   -   5   -   5   

Italian studies -   -   5   -   10   

Spanish studies -   -   30   20   55   

Russian and East European studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   15   -   15   

Total 5   -   110   25   140   

West of Scotland, University of the      

French studies -   -   15   -   15   

German studies -   -   15   -   15   

Spanish studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   -   -   -   

Total -   -   30   -   30   

Total      



 Table 1 2007-08 

Institution / Subject Research 
Post- 

Graduate 

Taught 
Post- 

Graduate 

First 
Degree 

Other 
Under-

Graduate 

Total 

European Languages, Literature and related subjects -   -   10   -   10   

French studies 5   5   325   50   385   

German studies -   5   105   35   145   

Italian studies -   -   30   -   30   

Spanish studies 5   -   145   75   230   

Portuguese studies -   -   5   -   5   

Scandinavian studies 5   -   5   -   5   

Russian and East European studies -   20   15   -   35   

European Studies -   -   10   -   10   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   5   225   3,780   4,010   

Chinese studies -   5   5   -   5   

Japanese studies -   -   15   -   15   

South Asian studies -   -   -   -   -   

Other Asian studies -   -   -   -   -   

African studies -   -   -   -   5   

Modern Middle Eastern studies -   -   10   -   15   

American studies -   -   15   -   15   

Total 20   45   915   3,940   4,920   

Source: Scottish Funding Council (SFC). 

Notes: 

1. For this table, modern languages excludes the following subject areas: English studies, ancient 
language studies, Celtic studies, Latin studies, Classical Greek studies, Classical studies and others 
subject areas covered by linguistics, classics and related subjects. 

2. Students might be studying for a qualification in a modern language in combination with other 
subject(s).  Each student is counted against the modern language(s) that he or she is studying for a 
qualification in. 

If a student is studying for a qualification in more than one modern language then he or she is 
counted as a proportion, dependent on the number of modern language subjects involved and the 
type of combination of subjects, against each of the modern languages involved so that the student 
counts for a total of one. 

Figures are derived from individual student returns collected by the Higher Education Statistics 
agency (HESA).  The Scottish Funding Council uses a different standard population to that used by 
HESA and these figures might differ from any published by HESA. 

Figures in this table have been rounded to the nearest five.  Values of zero, one and two have been 
suppressed “-“. 

Table 2: Scottish-Domiciled Entrants Studying for a Qualification in a Modern Language at the 
Scottish Higher Education Institutions, 2008-09 (1,2) 

 Table 2 2008-09 

Institution / Subject Research 
Post- 

Graduate 

Taught 
Post- 

Graduate 

First 
Degree 

Other 
Under-

Graduate 

Total 

Aberdeen, University of        

European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   -   -   -   

French studies -   -   45   -   45   

German studies -   -   10   -   10   

Spanish studies -   -   30   -   30   

Scandinavian studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature -   -   10   -   10   



 Table 2 2008-09 

Institution / Subject Research 
Post- 

Graduate 

Taught 
Post- 

Graduate 

First 
Degree 

Other 
Under-

Graduate 

Total 

and related subjects 

American studies -   -   -   -   -   

Total -   -   90   -   95   

Dundee, University of      

French studies -   -   15   -   15   

German studies -   -   5   -   5   

Spanish studies -   -   5   10   15   

European Studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   10   70   80   

American studies -   -   15   -   15   

Total -   -   50   80   130   

Edinburgh Napier University      

French studies -   -   50   -   50   

German studies -   -   -   -   -   

Italian studies -   -   -   -   -   

Spanish studies -   -   -   -   -   

Total -   -   55   -   55   

Edinburgh, University of      

French studies -   5   25   -   30   

German studies -   5   10   -   15   

Italian studies -   -   -   -   5   

Spanish studies -   -   20   -   25   

Portuguese studies -   -   -   -   -   

Scandinavian studies -   -   5   -   5   

Russian and East European studies 5   -   5   -   5   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   5   30   -   35   

Chinese studies -   5   5   -   10   

Japanese studies -   -   5   -   5   

South Asian studies -   -   -   -   -   

Other Asian studies -   -   -   -   -   

African studies -   5   -   -   5   

Modern Middle Eastern studies -   -   5   -   10   

American studies -   -   -   -   -   

Total 10   30   110   -   145   

Glasgow, University of      

European Languages, Literature and related subjects -   -   -   -   -   

French studies -   -   105   -   105   

German studies -   -   25   -   25   

Italian studies -   -   15   -   15   

Spanish studies -   -   35   -   35   

Portuguese studies -   -   -   -   -   

Russian and East European studies 5   20   15   -   35   

European Studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   35   3,550   3,585   

American studies -   -   -   -   -   

Total 5   20   230   3,550   3,805   

Heriot-Watt University      

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   55   -   60   

Open University in Scotland      

French studies -   -   -   50   50   



 Table 2 2008-09 

Institution / Subject Research 
Post- 

Graduate 

Taught 
Post- 

Graduate 

First 
Degree 

Other 
Under-

Graduate 

Total 

German studies -   -   -   20   20   

Spanish studies -   -   -   40   40   

European Studies -   -   15   -   15   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   50   -   50   

Total -   -   65   110   175   

St Andrews, University of      

French studies -   -   35   -   35   

German studies -   -   15   -   15   

Italian studies -   -   5   -   5   

Spanish studies -   -   15   -   15   

Russian and East European studies -   -   5   -   5   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   10   200   205   

Modern Middle Eastern studies -   -   -   -   -   

Total -   -   80   200   285   

Stirling, University of      

French studies -   -   35   -   35   

German studies -   -   -   -   -   

Spanish studies -   -   25   10   35   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   -   -   -   

Total -   -   60   10   70   

Strathclyde, University of      

French studies -   -   50   5   55   

German studies -   -   10   -   10   

Italian studies -   -   10   -   10   

Spanish studies -   -   30   20   50   

Russian and East European studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   20   -   20   

Total -   -   115   25   140   

West of Scotland, University of the      

French studies -   -   15   -   15   

German studies -   -   10   -   10   

Spanish studies      

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   -   -   -   

Total -   -   25   -   25   

Total -   -   -   -   -   

European Languages, Literature and related subjects -   -   -   -   -   

French studies 5   5   365   50   430   

German studies -   5   75   20   105   

Italian studies -   -   35   -   35   

Spanish studies 5   -   170   80   255   

Portuguese studies -   -   -   -   -   

Scandinavian studies -   -   5   -   5   

Russian and East European studies 5   20   20   -   45   

European Studies -   -   15   -   15   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   5   220   3,820   4,050   

Chinese studies -   5   5   -   10   

Japanese studies -   -   5   -   5   

South Asian studies -   -   -   -   -   



 Table 2 2008-09 

Institution / Subject Research 
Post- 

Graduate 

Taught 
Post- 

Graduate 

First 
Degree 

Other 
Under-

Graduate 

Total 

Other Asian studies -   -   -   -   -   

African studies -   5   -   -   5   

Modern Middle Eastern studies -   5   5   -   10   

American studies -   -   15   -   20   

Total 20   50   940   3,975   4,980   

Source: Scottish Funding Council (SFC). 

Notes: 

1. For this table, modern languages excludes the following subject areas: English studies, ancient 
language studies, Celtic studies, Latin studies, Classical Greek studies, Classical studies and others 
subject areas covered by linguistics, classics and related subjects. 

2. Students might be studying for a qualification in a modern language in combination with other 
subject(s).  Each student is counted against the modern language(s) that he or she is studying for a 
qualification in. 

If a student is studying for a qualification in more than one modern language then he or she is 
counted as a proportion, dependent on the number of modern language subjects involved and the 
type of combination of subjects, against each of the modern languages involved so that the student 
counts for a total of one. 

Figures are derived from individual student returns collected by the Higher Education Statistics 
agency (HESA).  The Scottish Funding Council uses a different standard population to that used by 
HESA and these figures might differ from any published by HESA. 

Figures in this table have been rounded to the nearest five.  Values of zero, one and two have been 
suppressed “-“. 

Table 3: Scottish-domiciled entrants studying for a qualification in a modern language at the Scottish 
higher education institutions, 2009-10 (1,2) 

 Table 3 2009-10 

Institution / Subject Research 
Post- 

Graduate 

Taught 
Post- 

Graduate 

First 
Degree 

Other 
Under-

Graduate 

Total 

Aberdeen, University of       

European Languages, Literature and related subjects -   -   -   -   -   

French studies -   -   30   -   35   

German studies -   -   10   -   10   

Spanish studies -   -   15   -   15   

Scandinavian studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   -   -   -   

American studies -   5   -   -   5   

Total -   5   55   -   60   

Dundee, University of      

French studies -   -   10   -   10   

German studies -   -   5   -   5   

Spanish studies -   -   5   10   15   

European Studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   5   70   80   

American studies -   -   20   -   20   

Total -   -   50   80   130   

Edinburgh Napier University      

French studies -   -   35   -   35   

German studies -   -   -   -   -   



 Table 3 2009-10 

Institution / Subject Research 
Post- 

Graduate 

Taught 
Post- 

Graduate 

First 
Degree 

Other 
Under-

Graduate 

Total 

Italian studies -   -   -   -   -   

Spanish studies -   -   -   -   -   

Total -   -   35   -   35   

Edinburgh, University of      

French studies -   5   35   -   45   

German studies -   -   10   -   15   

Italian studies -   -   10   -   10   

Spanish studies -   -   30   -   30   

Portuguese studies -   -   -   -   -   

Scandinavian studies -   -   5   -   5   

Russian and East European studies 5   -   5   -   5   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   5   35   -   40   

Chinese studies -   5   5   -   10   

Japanese studies -   -   15   -   15   

South Asian studies -   -   -   -   -   

Other Asian studies -   -   -   -   -   

African studies -   5   -   -   5   

Modern Middle Eastern studies -   5   5   -   10   

American studies -   -   -   -   -   

Total 10   25   155   -   185   

Glasgow, University of      

European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   5   -   5   

French studies -   -   115   -   115   

German studies -   -   20   -   25   

Italian studies -   -   10   -   10   

Spanish studies -   -   45   -   45   

Portuguese studies -   -   5   -   5   

Russian and East European studies 5   5   15   5   30   

European Studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   30   3,960   3,985   

American studies -   5   -   -   5   

Total 10   10   245   3,960   4,225   

Heriot-Watt University      

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   60   -   60   

Open University in Scotland      

French studies -   -   -   40   40   

German studies -   -   -   25   25   

Spanish studies -   -   -   50   50   

European Studies -   -   10   -   10   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   85   -   85   

Total -   -   90   115   205   

St Andrews, University of      

French studies -   -   10   -   10   

German studies -   -   5   -   5   

Italian studies -   -   -   -   -   

Spanish studies -   -   10   -   10   

Russian and East European studies -   -   5   -   5   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   5   210   220   



 Table 3 2009-10 

Institution / Subject Research 
Post- 

Graduate 

Taught 
Post- 

Graduate 

First 
Degree 

Other 
Under-

Graduate 

Total 

Modern Middle Eastern studies -   -   -   -   -   

Total -   -   35   210   250   

Stirling, University of      

French studies -   -   40   -   40   

German studies -   -   -   -   -   

Spanish studies -   -   40   -   40   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   -   -   -   

Total -   -   80   -   80   

Strathclyde, University of      

French studies -   -   40   -   40   

German studies -   -   5   -   5   

Italian studies -   -   10   -   10   

Spanish studies -   -   35   15   50   

Russian and East European studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   -   -   -   

Total -   -   90   15   105   

West of Scotland, University of the      

French studies -   -   15   -   15   

German studies -   -   15   -   15   

Spanish studies -   -   -   -   -   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   -   -   -   

Total -   -   30   -   30   

Total      

European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   -   5   -   5   

French studies -   5   335   40   385   

German studies 5   -   75   25   105   

Italian studies -   -   30   -   30   

Spanish studies 5   -   175   70   250   

Portuguese studies -   -   5   -   5   

Scandinavian studies -   -   5   -   5   

Russian and East European studies 5   5   20   5   40   

European Studies -   -   10   -   10   

Others in European Languages, Literature 
and related subjects 

-   5   225   4,240   4,470   

Chinese studies -   5   5   -   10   

Japanese studies -   -   15   -   15   

South Asian studies -   -   -   -   -   

Other Asian studies -   -   -   -   -   

African studies -   5   -   -   5   

Modern Middle Eastern studies -   5   5   -   10   

American studies -   5   20   -   25   

Total 20   40   925   4,380   5,365   

Source: Scottish Funding Council (SFC). 

Notes: 

1. For this table, modern languages excludes the following subject areas: English studies, ancient 
language studies, Celtic studies, Latin studies, Classical Greek studies, Classical studies and others 
subject areas covered by linguistics, classics and related subjects. 



2. Students might be studying for a qualification in a modern language in combination with other 
subject(s). Each student is counted against the modern language(s) that he or she is studying for a 
qualification in. 

If a student is studying for a qualification in more than one modern language then he or she is 
counted as a proportion, dependent on the number of modern language subjects involved and the 
type of combination of subjects, against each of the modern languages involved so that the student 
counts for a total of one. 

Figures are derived from individual student returns collected by the Higher Education Statistics 
agency (HESA).  The Scottish Funding Council uses a different standard population to that used by 
HESA and these figures might differ from any published by HESA. 

Figures in this table have been rounded to the nearest five.  Values of zero, one and two have been 
suppressed “-“. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
and which higher education institutions offer combined honours courses in modern languages and 
education. 

 (S4W-710) 

Michael Russell: The information requested is not held centrally. This is a matter for individual 
institutions. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the total cost of the 
modern apprenticeship programme was in 2010-11. 

 (S4W-712) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many targeted 
pathways to apprenticeships were or will be funded in (a) Scotland, (b) Lothian and (c) West Lothian in 
(i) 2010-11 and (ii) 2011-12. 

 (S4W-713) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many participants of 
the targeted pathways to apprenticeship programme were registered as unemployed prior to joining it 
in 2010-11. 

 (S4W-714) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many participants of 
the targeted pathways to apprenticeship programme progressed into a modern apprenticeship in 
2010-11. 

 (S4W-715) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the cost was of the 
targeted pathways to apprenticeship programme for 2010-11. 

 (S4W-717) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. I will ask the 
Chief Executive of Skills Development Scotland to write to the member with the information he has 
requested. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, in 
relation to the M8, M73 and M74 network improvements, how long the operational period of the non-
profit distributing arrangements will be and what the expected capital investment is for 2011-12 and 
each of the following four financial years. 

Holding answer issued: 10 June 2011 (S4W-226) 



Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-225 on 7 June 2011. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what financial 
support it gives to North Lanarkshire Council to support park and ride facilities at train stations in 
Cumbernauld and Kilsyth. 

Holding answer issued: 22 June 2011 (S4W-625) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government support the use of station car parks to maximise rail 
patronage and to make the rail network accessible for people living outside a station’s walk-in 
catchment area. 

Local authorities are funded through the Local Government Settlement with individual councils 
deciding upon spending priorities in their area, which may include support for a park and side facility at 
Cumbernauld. There is no rail station in Kilsyth. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much it has received in Barnett consequentials as a consequence of the UK Government’s planned 
enterprise zones. 

 (S4W-644) 

Fergus Ewing: The 2011 UK Budget announcement on enterprise zones results in Barnett 
consequentials in Scotland of £0 million in 2011-12, £1.3 million in 2012-13, £3.4 million in 2013-14, 
£5.6 million in 2014-15 and £6.6 million in 2015-16. They arise as a result of expected business rate 
relief in England but remain illustrative. The final figures will reflect the actual level of relief provided. 

The figure for 2015-16 sits outside of the current UK Spending Review period and will be considered 
during the next Spending Review period. In line with all Barnett consequentials, it is for Scottish 
ministers to allocate this funding. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
it will spend the Barnett consequentials received as a consequence of the UK Government’s planned 
enterprise zones on creating enterprise zones in Scotland. 

 (S4W-645) 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will 
spend the money that it has received in Barnett consequentials arising from the UK Government’s 
planned enterprise zones. 

 (S4W-646) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is still in the early stages of considering how to introduce 
new enterprise zones in Scotland so as to maximise their economic impact. These considerations 
include the likely consequences for the Scottish budget. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
it will create enterprise zones in Scotland and, if so, what process it will undertake in deciding which 
areas to designate enterprise zones; which areas it will designate; what the timetable is, and what 
outcomes it hopes to achieve in the (a) short and (b) long term. 

 (S4W-647) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is committed to the establishment of enterprise zones in 
Scotland and to maximising their economic impact. However, we are still in the early stages of 
determining the appropriate assessment criteria on which to base our detailed decision making. We 
expect to reach an initial view on this by early autumn 2011. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what meetings or 
discussions it has had with COSLA on the living wage and its roll-out across local authorities. 

 (S4W-670) 

Aileen Campbell: Local authorities are independent autonomous bodies and set the terms and 
conditions under which their staff are employed. The Scottish Government has had a number of 
discussions with COSLA on pay issues and welcomes the fact that a number of local authorities have 
already introduced a living wage. The Scottish Government will continue to press all public sector 
employers to introduce the Scottish living wage. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it 
supports job creation in North Ayrshire. 

 (S4W-685) 

Fergus Ewing: A wide range of support and services is available in North Ayrshire to support job 
creation. The primary driver for economic growth and job creation in North Ayrshire is the Irvine Bay 
Urban Regeneration Company (URC). Grant funding of £4 million has been provided by the Scottish 
Government and Scottish Enterprise for 2011-12 to support a range of projects including infrastructure 
and development works associated with the Ardrossan North Shore Joint Venture and the 
development and build of a new business centre in Stevenston. Over the course of its business plan 
the URC anticipates that nearly 3,000 jobs will be created as a result of its activity.  

The Scottish Government’s Employability and Tackling Poverty Team works closely with North 
Ayrshire Employability Group which draws together key community planning partners such as 
Jobcentreplus, Health, North Ayrshire Council, Skills Development Scotland, Third Sector and the 
local college. The group focuses on employability support for individuals needing assistance to move 
into work. The Scottish Government has an employability learning network which North Ayrshire 
accesses to assist them with tools to improve employability services in their area. The Scottish 
Government is involved in discussions, initiated at the ministerial visit by Jim Mather and Alex Neil, to 
participate in a jobs task force for the area led by the council. 

The Business Gateway (BG) delivered through local authorities provides support and advice for start 
up and existing businesses. In 2010-11 BG assisted 761 business start ups across Ayrshire. 

Scottish Enterprise (SE) are currently working with 38 account managed companies in North 
Ayrshire providing intensive support to assist these companies in areas such as strategy development, 
business efficiency, organisational development and international activity ensuring growth potential is 
maximised. SE is also involved in a number of projects in the area including the development of 
Hunterston as a test site for off-shore wind turbines. Scottish Development International has also been 
proactive in the area. 

In 2010-11 regional selective assistance offers were made to 10 North Ayrshire companies totalling 
£4,784,500. These offers relate to projects with planned investment of over £37.6 million aimed at the 
planned creation of 222 jobs and safeguarding a further 257. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what work it has done with train operating companies to roll out the availability of 
wi-fi on trains. 

 (S4W-724) 

Keith Brown: We are working with train operating companies to roll out wi-fi on trains across 
Scotland. We will include the provision of enhanced communications within the contract for future 
ScotRail passenger services, encouraging bidders to identify the best technical solution and invest in 
appropriate facilities that meet the expectations of the day. 

In the meantime, and as a first step, First Scotrail have prepared a report on the feasibility of the 
introduction of wi-fi on their express routes. 



Health and Wellbeing 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive, in light 
of the structural changes made to the Food Standards Agency (FSA) by the UK Government in 2010, 
what consideration it will give to the impact of these changes on the delivery of the devolved functions 
performed by the FSA in Scotland. 

 (S4W-1115) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government holds the work of the Food Standards Agency (FSA) 
in the highest regard and considers that it has delivered an excellent service for consumers since its 
establishment in 2000. 

However, the changes made to the FSA in England and Wales have resulted in devolved functions 
being carried out by a UK-wide Government Department for Scotland and Northern Ireland alone. It is 
prudent, therefore, for the Scottish Government to carry out a review of functions performed at present 
by the FSA, as they relate to Scotland, to examine the most efficient and effective means of delivering 
the best outcomes for Scotland in line with our wider policy on simplifying and streamlining the public 
sector landscape. The review will include a full assessment of the feasibility of a devolved meat 
inspection service. 

I am delighted to confirm that Jim Scudamore will lead the review, supported by an expert panel. 
Work will commence this summer with the panel reporting to Scottish ministers later in 2011. Full 
terms of reference for the panel’s work will be made available on the Scottish Government’s website in 
due course. 

Justice 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what change there has been in the levels of serious crime in Ayrshire over the last year for which 
figures are available. 

 (S4O-71) 

Kenny MacAskill: Crimes of violence and crimes of indecency in Ayrshire have decreased by 
almost 2% between 2008-09 and 2009-10 and by almost 10% since this government first took office. 

This welcome news contributes to the lowest levels of recorded crime in Scotland for 32 years. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many whole-time 
equivalent police support staff were employed in each quarter from May 2007 to May 2011, broken 
down by police force area. 

Holding answer issued: 17 June 2011 (S4W-495) 

Kenny MacAskill: Over the course of the last Parliament, the number of police support staff 
increased by 1.2%, to stand at 7,444 full-time equivalent (FTE) on 31 March 2011.  

Data are provided below for each quarter from 31 March 2007 to 31 March 2011. 

Police Support Staff (Full-time Equivalent) 

 Quarter
1
 Central Dumfries 

and 
Galloway 

Fife Grampian Lothian 
and 

Borders 

Northern Strathclyde Tayside SPSA
2
 

and 
SCDEA 

Scotland
3
 

Q1 2007 386 262 526 780 1,335 383 3,046 634 - 7,352 

Q2 2007 388 250 505 740 1,210 371 2,669 535 874 7,543 

Q3 2007 346 261 477 718 1,156 377 2,688 504 883 7,411 

Q4 2007 349 263 545 753 1,264 380 2,663 507 896 7,621 

Q1 2008 353 264 477 759 1,265 366 2,632 509 903 7,528 

Q2 2008 369 251 477 722 1,195 334 2,501 478 1,252 7,580 

Q3 2008 339 252 476 720 1,186 332 2,474 478 1,275 7,533 

Q4 2008 334 252 479 710 1,202 343 2,502 488 1,274 7,583 

Q1 2009 335 252 522 720 1,211 355 2,536 509 1,264 7,704 

Q2 2009 334 258 469 725 1,211 361 2,550 505 1,256 7,671 

Q3 2009 343 257 473 744 1,257 360 2,571 517 1,282 7,804 



 Quarter
1
 Central Dumfries 

and 
Galloway 

Fife Grampian Lothian 
and 

Borders 

Northern Strathclyde Tayside SPSA
2
 

and 
SCDEA 

Scotland
3
 

Q4 2009 350 255 473 737 1,284 354 2,558 532 1,295 7,839 

Q1 2010 357 257 469 733 1,281 352 2,524 543 1,347 7,864 

Q2 2010 358 252 471 723 1,270 340 2,495 552 1,374 7,835 

Q3 2010 353 253 475 712 1,252 346 2,491 565 1,370 7,816 

Q4 2010 342 248 476 693 1,238 337 2,453 551 1,358 7,697 

Q1 2011 326 215 460 661 1,148 333 2,415 549 1,338 7,444 

Notes: 

1. Figures are as the end of the respective quarter: Q1=31 March, Q2=30 June, Q3=30 September, 
Q4=31 December. 

2. The Scottish Police Services Authority (SPSA) was created in April 2007. 

3. Scotland totals may not equal the sum of the parts due to rounding. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will 
work with the fishing industry and the Scottish Funding Council to promote skills development. 

 (S4O-76) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is engaged in work led by the fishing industry itself to 
consider a coherent offer of skills interventions for both new entrants and those wishing to upskill 
within the fishing sector. 

As a result of this work, two significant skills interventions have been introduced:  

a new Skills for Work Course in Maritime Skills which presents an opportunity for the fishing industry 
to make a positive representation of the sector to school pupils aged 14-16, and 

a new Level 2 Modern Apprenticeship Framework in Sea Fishing. 

The Scottish Funding Council is responsible for providing funding for further and higher education, 
research and other relevant activities in Scotland’s colleges and higher education institutions and as 
such has not been involved directly in this work. 

 

Paul Wheelhouse (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it plans to extend the protection afforded to sharks, skates and rays (elasmobranchs). 

 (S4W-1173) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Executive is currently in the process of creating a Scottish 
Statutory Instrument on the protection of elasmobranchs (i.e. sharks, skates and rays) to include all 
species that are prohibited or have a zero total allowable catch under European legislation. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 
 

S4W-664 


