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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will report to the 
Parliament proposals to reform the weighted student units of measurement. 

Holding answer issued: 21 June 2011 (S4W-479) 

Michael Russell: We announced in the Parliament on 16 June 2011 our intention to look at a 
fundamental reform of provision in colleges and universities. We will consider proposals for reforming 
the way colleges are funded as part that process. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive for 
what reason the deadline for applications to the Students Awards Agency for Scotland for payment of 
tuition fees was moved from 30 June in 2009-10 to 31 March in 2010-11. 

 (S4W-537) 

Michael Russell: The tuition fee deadline was moved from 30 June to 31 March to ensure that 
eligible applications for tuition fee support are processed in advance of exam diets. Universities and 
colleges reserve the right to remove access to IT and library services and to withhold exam results for 
those students who have failed to pay their tuition fees. 

Students have a 12 month window in which to apply for tuition fees. Applications for 2010-11 
courses starting in the autumn term opened in April 2010 and closed at the end of March 2011. The 
Students Awards Agency for Scotland is expected to pay tuition fees to Institutions on behalf of eligible 
applicants in January each year. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what reminders were sent to students by the Students Awards Agency for Scotland regarding the 
deadline for applications for payment of tuition fees in (a) 2009-10 and (b) 2010-11 and what the 
reason is for any difference between these. 

 (S4W-538) 

Michael Russell: (a) In 2009-10 the deadlines for applications were published on the Students 
Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) website. 

(b) In 2010-11 the deadlines for applications were published on the SAAS website. In addition all 
continuing students were emailed twice in autumn 2010, to highlight the guarantee date for processing 
of applications before course commencement and twice in February 2011 to remind them of the 
deadline for applications. The deadline for applications was also heavily promoted in SAAS literature, 
by universities and colleges and on the SAAS Facebook and Twitter sites. 

The increase in reminders was part of a concerted communications programme designed to 
encourage students to apply early and to inform them of any changes to the student support package. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many students applied to the Students Awards Agency for Scotland for payment of their tuition 
fees in (a) 2009-10 and (b) 2010-11. 

 (S4W-539) 

Michael Russell: (a) 142,365 students applied to Students Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) for 
support in 2009-10. 

(b) 145,520 students have so far applied to SAAS for support in 2010-11. 

These numbers cover all those who applied for SAAS support and therefore will include a relatively 
small number of undergraduate students who applied for loan or supplementary grants but not tuition 



fee support. However, the figures do exclude applications from nursing and midwifery students as 
SAAS is not responsible for nursing tuition fee payments. 

The application session for 2010-11 is not yet complete with students on courses which commenced 
between April and July 2011 still able to apply for their fees. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it or the Students Awards Agency for Scotland has made an assessment of the number of 
students who missed the deadline for applying for payment of their tuition fees in 2010-11 as a result 
of the deadline being three months earlier than in 2009-10 and, if so, what the outcome was. 

 (S4W-540) 

Michael Russell: As of 10 June 2011, 78 students have submitted applications for support after the 
closing date for courses starting in autumn 2010-11, out of over 145,000 applications received. This 
figure includes applications for 2011-12 session made on the wrong form, applications for ineligible 
courses and an application from a student who never attended the course for which support was 
requested. 

Fifteen students have so far appealed the decision not to accept a late application for session 2010-
11. Four students have subsequently been awarded tuition fee support on medical or compassionate 
grounds and six appeals are still under consideration. 

For 2009-10 session, there were 12 late application appeals of which five were successful. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it has 
taken to reduce youth unemployment in North Ayrshire. 

Holding answer issued: 21 June 2011 (S4W-549) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government is continuing to support North Ayrshire Council to identify 
opportunities to boost employment and solutions to counter youth unemployment. For young people at 
the beginning of the employability pipeline, the delivery of 16+ Learning Choices has enabled North 
Ayrshire and its key partners to strengthen school to post-school transition planning, with more young 
people progressing into a positive and sustained destination, including employment. 

Starting in 2010-11, Skills Development Scotland has aligned its pre-employment programmes, Get 
Ready for Work and Training for Work, with local labour markets, including those in North Ayrshire, 
through a co-commissioning process with community planning partnerships. This approach is 
designed to ensure our employability programmes respond effectively to local labour market needs. 

Councillor David O’Neill, Leader of North Ayrshire Council, has recently written to the Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth and I have responded as I have portfolio 
responsibility for learning and skills. In that reply, I have asked that colleagues in North Ayrshire 
continue to liaise with senior government officials to work proactively on this issue. I will maintain a 
close interest in this work as it develops. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to 
extend the provision of free school meals. 

 (S4W-579) 

Angela Constance: Scottish ministers are proud of the actions we have already taken to extend 
free school meals to more children and young people in Scotland than ever before and in time we will 
look at ways of expanding current provision.  

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4O-00010 by Alasdair Allan on 2 June 2011, whether it will provide a 
breakdown by age group of the 8,689 modern apprenticeship places taken by those upskilling. 

 (S4W-585) 



Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. I will ask the 
Chief Executive of Skills Development Scotland to write to the member with the information he has 
requested. 

Please note that in the answer to S4O-10 there was an administrative error, resulting in a 
transposition of figures. In fact, in 2010-11 there were a total of 21,561 Modern Apprenticeship starts, 
rather than 21,516. This means that with 12,827 places allocated to 16 to 19 year olds making the 
transition into the labour market, 8,734 places were focussed on up skilling individuals within key 
economic sectors, rather than 8,689. 

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4O-00010 by Alasdair Allan on 2 June 2011, whether it will provide a 
breakdown by years in continuous employment of the 8,689 modern apprenticeship places taken by 
those upskilling. 

 (S4W-586) 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4O-00010 by Alasdair Allan on 2 June 2011, whether it will provide a 
breakdown by local authority of the 8,689 modern apprenticeship places taken by those upskilling. 

 (S4W-587) 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4O-00010 by Alasdair Allan on 2 June 2011, whether it will provide a 
breakdown of the 12,827 16 to 19-year-olds making the transition into the labour market by those (a) 
leaving school, (b) leaving further education and (c) who were unemployed. 

 (S4W-589) 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4O-00010 by Alasdair Allan on 2 June 2011, whether it will provide a 
breakdown by length of time unemployed of those 16 to 19-year-olds making the transition to the 
labour market who were previously unemployed. 

 (S4W-590) 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4O-00010 by Alasdair Allan on 2 June 2011, whether it will provide a 
breakdown by local authority area of those 16 to 19-year-olds taking up modern apprenticeship 
places. 

 (S4W-591) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. I will ask the 
Chief Executive of Skills Development Scotland to write to the member with the information he has 
requested. 

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4O-00010 by Alasdair Allan on 2 June 2011, whether it will provide a 
breakdown by job sector of the 8,689 modern apprenticeship places taken by those upskilling. 

 (S4W-588) 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4O-00010 by Alasdair Allan on 2 June 2011, whether it will provide a 
breakdown by job sector of the 12,827 modern apprenticeships undertaken by the 16 to 19-year-olds. 

 (S4W-593) 

Alasdair Allan: Skills Development Scotland published a breakdown of its sectoral frameworks 
taken by this group which can be viewed at: 

http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/375721/mas_2010-11q4_20up.pdf. 

 

http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/375721/mas_2010-11q4_20up.pdf


John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4O-00010 by Alasdair Allan on 2 June 2011, in what key economic sectors 
the 8,689 modern apprenticeship places were of those upskilling. 

 (S4W-592) 

Alasdair Allan: The modern apprenticeship frameworks that Skills Development Scotland 
supported in 2010-11 for key economic sectors were: 

Business and Administration; 
IT users; 
Agricultural Crops and Livestock; 
Aquaculture; 
Glass Industry Operations; 
Vehicle Body and Paint Operations; 
Vehicle Maintenance and Repair; 
Biotechnology; 
Chemicals Manufacturing and Petroleum Industries; 
Life Sciences; 
Construction; 
Construction (Technical Operations); 
Electrotechnical Services; 
Extractive and Mineral Processing; 
Gas Industry; 
Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration; 
Plumbing; 
Creative; 
Engineering; 
Engineering Construction; 
Land Based Service Engineering; 
Oil and Gas Extraction; 
Water Industry; 
Providing Financial Services; 
Food Manufacture; 
Meat and poultry Processing; 
Hospitality; 
Travel Services; 
Health and Social Care; 
Management; 
Retail; 
Accounting; 
Information and Communications Technologies Professional; 
Learning and Development; 
Hairdressing; 
Contact Centres; 
Customer Service; 
Vehicle Sales; 
Early Years Care and Education; 
Driving Goods Vehicles; 
Storage and Warehousing, and 
Supply Chain Management. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
children use British Sign Language in school. 

 (S4W-627) 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
children use only British Sign Language in school. 

 (S4W-628) 



Michael Russell: The information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans 
to include the learning of British Sign Language in the Curriculum for Excellence. 

 (S4W-640) 

Michael Russell: The curriculum is not prescribed in Scotland as it is the responsibility of local 
authorities and schools to design a curriculum which provides a high quality learning experience for 
children and young people in their area. This includes language experiences and outcomes under 
Curriculum for Excellence taking into account the needs of all learners. In some schools pupils can 
undertake units/qualifications in British Sign Language and Deaf studies at Scottish Credit and 
Qualification Framework level 3, 4, 5 and 6 (Access 3, Intermediate 1 and 2 and Higher). 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is 
taking to promote and develop a national qualification in British Sign Language in the Curriculum for 
Excellence. 

 (S4W-641) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) currently has as suite of stand alone 
National Qualifications Units in learning British Sign Language at Scottish Credit Qualifications 
Framework level 3 (Access 3), 4 (Intermediate 4), 5 (Intermediate 2) and 6 (Higher). These will 
continue to be available under Curriculum for Excellence. SQA is currently validating a professional 
development award which is designed to develop skills in British Sign Language as well as knowledge 
and skill in the Linguistics of British Sign Language, Scottish Deaf History: 1750 to the Present and the 
Community and Culture of Deaf People. The award should be available to centres in August 2011. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with the Scottish Qualifications Authority regarding national qualifications in 
British Sign Language. 

 (S4W-642) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) currently has a suite of stand alone 
National Qualifications Units in learning British Sign Language at Scottish Credit Qualifications 
Framework level 3 (Access 3), 4 (Intermediate 1), 5 (Intermediate 2) and 6 (Higher). The Scottish 
Government continues to maintain dialogue with the SQA across the range of national courses. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with the Scottish Funding Council regarding the funding of higher and further 
education courses in British Sign Language. 

 (S4W-643) 

Michael Russell: We have had no such discussions with the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) over 
this provision. However, SFC has been, and continues to be, in discussions with Heriot Watt 
University over the possible introduction of a degree in sign language interpretation as an extension of 
its applied languages provision. The SFC will be considering a proposal from them in the near future. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what importance it 
places on the teaching of eastern European languages in higher education institutions. 

 (S4W-651) 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it considers 
the teaching of eastern European languages culturally important in Scotland's multicultural society. 

 (S4W-652) 



Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it considers 
the teaching of eastern European languages strategically important, given the business links between 
eastern European nations and Scotland. 

 (S4W-653) 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will make 
representations to the Scottish Funding Council to ensure that eastern European languages are 
offered financial support. 

 (S4W-654) 

Michael Russell: Our clear ambition is for Scotland to be a well connected, outward facing nation. It 
would however be wrong for Scottish ministers to intervene in decisions about what languages are 
taught by individual higher education institutions. The Scottish Funding Council is the body charged in 
law not only with ensuring coherent provision across colleges and universities, but also with having 
regard to skills needs in Scotland, issues affecting the economy of Scotland, and social and cultural 
issues in Scotland. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) 16 and 
(b) 17-year-olds are unemployed and seeking employment, broken down by local authority area. 

  (S4W-665) 

Alasdair Allan: The official measure of unemployment based on the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) definition is not reliable for sub-groups of the population (such as age) at local 
authority level. However, an alternative measure of unemployment is the claimant count. This gives 
the number of people claiming unemployment-related benefits and as it is based on administrative 
records it is available for small areas. Claimant count is always lower than ILO unemployment as 
some unemployed people choose not to claim benefits or are not entitled to do so, particularly those 
under 18 years. 

The latest claimant count data is for May 2011.  

Table 1 gives the claimant count levels for those aged below 17 and those aged 17 by local authority 
area. 

Table 1: Claimant Count Levels by Age for Scottish Local Authorities, May 2011 

Local Authority Age Group 

Aged Under 17 Aged 17 

Aberdeen City 5 20 

Aberdeenshire 0 25 

Angus 10 30 

Argyll and Bute 5 10 

Clackmannanshire 5 15 

Dumfries and Galloway 5 15 

Dundee City 5 45 

East Ayrshire 5 20 

East Dunbartonshire 0 5 

East Lothian 5 25 

East Renfrewshire 0 0 

Edinburgh, City of 15 90 

Eilean Siar 0 0 

Falkirk 5 30 

Fife 10 70 

Glasgow City 20 170 

Highland 5 20 

Inverclyde 0 20 

Midlothian 5 25 

Moray 5 20 

North Ayrshire 5 30 

North Lanarkshire 15 100 



Local Authority Age Group 

Aged Under 17 Aged 17 

Orkney Islands 0 0 

Perth and Kinross 0 10 

Renfrewshire 10 45 

Scottish Borders 0 25 

Shetland Islands 0 0 

South Ayrshire 0 15 

South Lanarkshire 5 70 

Stirling 0 35 

West Dunbartonshire 5 25 

West Lothian 15 80 

Scotland 170 1,080 

Source: Claimant Count, Office for National Statistics. 

Note: Disaggregation of claimant count levels below age 17 is not possible. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it is required to introduce regulations under section 64 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 
2009 in relation to its report, Regulation of Energy Efficiency in Housing, and, if so, how it will do so. 

Holding answer issued: 21 June 2011 (S4W-552) 

Alex Neil: Section 64 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 requires the Scottish ministers to 
make regulations to improve the energy efficiency of existing housing.  Section 64(6)(b) requires the 
Scottish ministers to publish a report on its plans for use of these enabling powers. Regulation of 
Energy Efficiency in Housing was therefore published on 21 March 2011 and sets out the Scottish 
Government’s position that it would not be appropriate to introduce regulations under section 64 
before 2015. 

The Scottish Government will begin a range of actions to prepare for an appropriate level of 
regulation, including identifying a suitable process to examine the issues and costs affecting 
regulation; commissioning research, and seeking to influence the UK Government in developing the 
Green Deal and Energy Company Obligation to ensure that these programmes meet Scotland's 
needs, and complement options for regulation. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what support it provides 
to organisations that provide welfare rights and money advice. 

 (S4W-580) 

John Swinney: Supporting the provision of welfare rights and money advice is a key aspect of the 
Scottish Government’s approach to tackling poverty. The Achieving our Potential budget funds 
national infrastructure for the sector, this year for example: 

Citizens Advice Direct continues to receive core funding of £400,000 and an additional £80,000 to 
provide telephone benefit checks to those people referred through the Energy Assistance Package 
and Home Insulation Scheme; 

The Child Poverty Action Group provides a second tier advice service and has received £408,000 
this year to deliver the Second Tier Advice, Information and Training services, and the Benefits for 
Students Training, Advice and Information service. This offers advice, training and support to frontline 
staff that are in contact with households that are likely to be entitled to benefits and tax credits, and 

MATRICS (a collaboration between Citizens Advice Scotland and Money Advice Scotland) will 
receive £191,600 towards training and support for the money advice sector. 

The Scottish Government has also invested in a number of innovative local services, for example: 

Link Housing Association are receiving £300,000 to continue their Older People’s Advice service, 
which provides an outreach support and advice service in Glasgow, Falkirk, Clackmannanshire, North 
Lanarkshire and West Lothian to vulnerable older people with a particular emphasis on clients who 
have health problems, or who live in remote areas, and 



Macmillan Cancer Support has been allocated £406,500 this financial year to continue to provide 
benefits advice and support across the five cancer treatment centres in Scotland and in two NHS 
boards for patients with long-term conditions. 

In addition, a number of organisations and initiatives receive Scottish Government funding to provide 
a wide range of support to individuals and families which includes welfare rights and money advice, for 
example the Lone Parents Helpline, Parenting in Scotland, Contact-a-Family, National Debtline and 
the Family Nurse Partnership programme. 

Responsibility for the delivery of local money and welfare rights advice lies with community planning 
partnerships and a comprehensive and responsive range of support and intervention services exists 
across the country funded through the Local Government Settlement. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer 
to question S4W-0455 by John Swinney on 10 June 2011, whether there were polls that included 
questions on the constitutional future of Scotland and, if so, (a) which polls, (b) on what dates they 
were conducted, (c) what sample was used and (d) what the principle outcome of each was. 

 (S4W-748) 

John Swinney: (a) The Scottish Social Attitudes Survey (SSAS) Core Module (funded by the Office 
of the Chief Researcher) contains a question on which institution, the Scottish Government, the UK 
Government, local councils or the European Union, they think has most influence over the way 
Scotland is run. This is followed by a question on which institution ought to have most influence. 

(b) These two questions have been included in the core module every year from 1999 to 2010 
(excepting 2002 and 2008). The core module contains around 40 questions each year on attitudes to 
government and public services. 

(c) Fieldwork for the 2009 SSAS took place between April and September 2009. Around 1,500 face-
to-face interviews are carried out annually (1,482 in 2009) with a representative sample of the Scottish 
population. 

(d) There has been a consistent increase in the proportion who say the Scottish 
Parliament/Government has most influence over how Scotland is run, from 13% in 2000 to 33% in 
2009, although a higher percentage 39% (in 2009) say this is the UK Government at Westminster. 
Although more people think the UK Government has most influence over the way Scotland is run, the 
majority, 72% in 2009, think that the Scottish Government ought to have most influence over the way 
Scotland is run. Although there was a slight dip in levels of support for the Scottish Government 
having most influence to around two-thirds between 2003 and 2006, since 2007 over 7 in 10 have said 
this, in line with the high levels recorded between 1999 and 2001. 2010 results are due to be 
published shortly. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 
 

S4W-562 
S4W-607 
S4W-625 


