
Tuesday 21 June 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the impact will be on the number of students attending universities in Scotland 
from the rest of the United Kingdom of its proposal to increase their tuition fees by up to 250%. 

 (S4W-454) 

Michael Russell: We are working on proposals for tuition fees for students from other parts of the 
United Kingdom and will announce them in due course. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will provide funds to 
Strathclyde Partnership for Transport for the refurbishment of the Glasgow subway. 

Holding answer issued: 3 June 2011 (S4W-104) 

Keith Brown MSP: In addition to our ongoing capital grant to Strathclyde Partnership for Transport 
(SPT), the Scottish Government has agreed to make a substantial capital contribution for 
modernisation of the Glasgow subway. Initial funding will be applied in the current financial year, with 
at least £6 million of the capital funding to SPT for 2011-12 intended for subway modernisation. This 
will allow SPT to proceed this year with elements of the modernisation programme, including the 
upgrading of Hillhead station and the introduction of improved ticketing infrastructure across the 
network. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive when it last met Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport to discuss the modernisation of the Glasgow subway. 

Holding answer issued: 9 June 2011 (S4W-184) 

Keith Brown: I met with Strathclyde Partnership for Transport on 27 January 2011 and also on 23 
February 2011, when I opened the new park and ride facility at Croy. We discussed a range of issues, 
including the subway modernisation. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how much it will make available to 
Strathclyde Partnership for Transport in 2011 for the modernisation of the Glasgow subway. 

Holding answer issued: 9 June 2011 (S4W-185) 

Keith Brown: We continue to provide capital funding to Strathclyde Partnership for Transport, of 
which at least £6 million is for the subway modernisation in 2011-12. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive when the modernisation of the 
Glasgow subway will begin. 

Holding answer issued: 9 June 2011 (S4W-186) 

Keith Brown: Work on the modernisation of the subway has already begun, including the upgrading 
of Hillhead station and the introduction of improved ticketing infrastructure across the network. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive, in relation to the 
electrification of the Central Scotland rail network, what funding mechanism will be used; what the 
timetable is for the delivery of the project; what the expected capital investment is for 2011-12 and 
each of the following four financial years, and what the projected total cost is. 

Holding answer issued: 9 June 2011 (S4W-212) 



Keith Brown: The capital cost of the Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement Programme (EGIP) is 
currently estimated at £1.08 billion. 

The programme remains on schedule for final completion by December 2016.  

EGIP will be fully funded by the Scottish Government. Network Rail and the Office of Rail Regulation 
have confirmed that Network Rail’s regulatory asset base financing facility is available to finance the 
infrastructure elements of the EGIP programme.  

While the precise detail of the EGIP delivery programme and final procurement plans for the years 
following 2011-2012 remain under development, the current delivery programme contains provision for 
EGIP investment of circa £25 million during 2011-12. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, in 
relation to the deployment of the new fleet of longer electric trains in Central Scotland, what funding 
mechanism will be used; what the timetable is for delivery of the project; what the expected capital 
investment is for 2011-12 and each of the following four financial years, and what the projected total 
cost is. 

 (S4W-213) 

Keith Brown: Consideration is currently underway to determine the most efficient way of procuring 
and funding the new electric trains for the Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement Programme. These new 
trains are required to deliver the Scottish Government's ambitious railway electrification programme in 
2016. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive, in relation to the 
modernisation of the Glasgow subway, what funding mechanism will be used; what the timetable is for 
delivery of the project; what the expected capital investment is for 2011-12 and each of the following 
four financial years, and what the projected total cost is. 

Holding answer issued: 9 June 2011 (S4W-214) 

Keith Brown: These are matters for Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) as promoters of 
the subway modernisation. Further information on SPT’s plans and progress can be found at: 

http://www.spt.co.uk/projects/subway_modernisation.aspx. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive, in relation to the 
Glasgow Fastlink project, what funding mechanism will be used; what the timetable is for delivery of 
the project; what the expected capital investment is for 2011-12 and each of the following four financial 
years, and what the projected total cost is. 

Holding answer issued: 9 June 2011 (S4W-221) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has reaffirmed its commitment to Fastlink and, in particular, 
a core scheme which improves bus services between the city centre, the Southern General Hospital, 
and the SECC, with obvious benefits for the 2014 Commonwealth Games. Our objective, in the 
forthcoming spending review, is to ensure that full funding for this element of Fastlink is achieved and 
we are working with Strathclyde Partnership for Transport as they complete their final project 
specification and an appropriate funding package. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
further assistance and incentives it has introduced or will introduce in relation to its report, Regulation 
of Energy Efficiency in Housing, in order to meet its obligations under section 64 of the Climate 
Change (Scotland) Act 2009. 

Holding answer issued: 21 June 2011 (S4W-553) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government will continue to provide support and encouragement to home 
owners and landlords to install energy efficiency measures, including through our national Energy 
Assistance Package and area-based insulation and energy efficiency programmes. This will be 

http://www.spt.co.uk/projects/subway_modernisation.aspx


complemented by a range of other support including the Carbon Emission Reduction Target and the 
Community Energy Saving Programme, until they are replaced by new obligations to be placed on 
energy companies under the Energy Bill at the end of 2012. We are working closely with the UK 
Government to influence the development of this and the Green Deal, to ensure that these programme 
meet Scotland's needs, and complement options for regulation under section 64 of the Climate 
Change (Scotland) Act 2009. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth and the Minister for Housing and 
Transport first became aware that the security staff at Highlands and Islands Airport employed by 
Airport Management Services were being paid less than the living wage. 

 (S4W-606) 

Keith Brown: This issue came to light during discussions on the 2010-11 pay remit. Our 
commitment to a Scottish living wage was introduced in our public sector pay policy for 2011-12. The 
policy covers the Scottish Government, its agencies and the non-departmental public bodies for which 
we are responsible. It also covers subsidiaries of these bodies. 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it will list the road improvement schemes on the A77 south of Ayr and their 
completion costs since 1999. 

 (S4W-608) 

Keith Brown: The schemes on the A77 south of Ayr completed since 1999 together with their costs 
are shown in the following table: 

Scheme Completed Cost 

Turnberry Climbing Lane 2004 £1.9 million 

*Glen App 2008 £22.1 million 

*Haggstone Climbing Lane 2008  

Parkend to Bennane 2011 £8.2 million 

Note: *Both schemes were combined into one design and build contract. 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what road improvement schemes are programmed for the A77 south of Ayr and 
what the estimated costs are. 

 (S4W-609) 

Keith Brown: The schemes programmed on the A77 south of Ayr together with their estimated 
costs are shown in the following table: 

Scheme Estimated Cost 

Burnside £9 million 

Ardwell to Slockenray £5.5 million to £6.5 million 

Drummuckloch to Innermessan £7.5 million to £8 million 

 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what studies have been conducted on the economic benefits of road improvement 
schemes on the A77 south of Ayr. 

 (S4W-610) 

Keith Brown: All transport projects including current schemes on the A77 south of Ayr are subject 
to an economic assessment as part of their business case development. 



Regarding future projects on the A77 south of Ayr, the economic benefits are outlined in the option 
summary table (Annex 2, D24) of report 3 to the Strategic Transport Projects Review which can be 
found on the Transport Scotland website at: 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/stpr. 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the impact of the new ferry terminals at Cairnryan will be on (a) road traffic on 
the A77 and (b) economic development in south west Scotland. 

 (S4W-611) 

Keith Brown: In advance of the Stena Ferry Terminal relocating from its existing location within 
Stranraer to Old House Point, a transport assessment was prepared on behalf of Stena Ltd. This 
assessment, subsequently audited and agreed by Transport Scotland on behalf of Scottish ministers, 
identified that the proposed redistribution of ferry traffic via the A751(T) is unlikely to present any 
capacity issues at the existing A751(T) priority junctions with the A75(T) and A77(T) respectively. 

Stena Line is investing around £200 million in the new port on Loch Ryan and vessels to serve the 
route. This will safeguard some 500 jobs (420 in the Stranraer area with the remainder in Belfast) in 
the operation of the port and create approximately 900 new jobs during the construction period, of 
which 100 will be local. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what support it 
gives to local authorities to encourage residents to use public transport. 

 (S4W-623) 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what support it 
gives to local transport authorities to encourage the use of public transport. 

 (S4W-624) 

Keith Brown: Local authorities receive capital funding through the local government settlement to 
spend according to their priorities. The Scottish Government encourages the use of public transport 
through initiatives such as Smarter Choices Smarter Places, through publishing guidance to 
encourage a partnership approach to develop and address improvements in bus services and through 
the concessionary travel scheme. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what financial 
support it gives to local authorities to support park and ride facilities at train and bus stations. 

 (S4W-626) 

Keith Brown: The development of local park and ride facilities is a matter for local government to 
determine according to their priorities. However, the Scottish Government does provide some 
additional funding, as for the new or expanded sites developed by Strathclyde Partnership for 
Transport over the last year at Croy, Monkton, Harthill, Coatbridge and Kilbowie. Most recently the 
Scottish Government announced that £10 million is to be made available to Fife Council to deliver a 
1,000 space park and ride facility at Halbeath. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what its investment plans are for improvements to the A9. 

 (S4W-723) 

Keith Brown: The A9 is a key artery in Scotland’s transport network and we will continue to invest in 
improvements to the road on a continuing and progressive basis. The construction of the extended 
dual section at Crubenmore is well advanced and we are taking forward early design work on sections 
between Perth and Blair Atholl. 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/stpr


A number of improvements have taken place within the current programme at Bankfoot (£3.2 
million), Carrbridge (£2.85 million), Loch Moy (£2.6 million) and Ralia (£2.7 million). In addition, 
schemes at Slochd (£4 million) and Kincraig to Dalraddy (£12.9 million) are in preparation. 

In the longer term, the Strategic Transport Projects Review contained indicative cost estimates for 
the upgrade of the A9 from Dunblane to Inverness as part of intervention 16 and this work will be 
completed in phases. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S3W-39332 by Keith Brown on 1 March 2011, 
whether it will provide an update on each project mentioned in the Strategic Transport Projects 
Review, showing the (a) actual expenditure to date, (b) planned or estimated future expenditure, (c) 
actual or planned starting date and (d) estimated completion date.  

 (S4W-738) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S3W-39332 on 1 March 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what plans it has to publish an updated Strategic Transport Projects Review. 

 (S4W-739) 

Keith Brown: Our approach to the prioritisation of the projects in the Strategic Transport Projects 
Review remains unchanged. 

Our priority projects remain the Forth Replacement Crossing, the Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement 
Programme, the Highland main line and the Aberdeen to Inverness line. We expect to deliver these 
projects by 2017. 

In terms of the remaining 25 projects, we are continuing to work hard with partners and other 
stakeholders to take forward the development and design of these projects. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer 
to question S4W-00455 by John Swinney on 10 June 2011, what pieces of work were carried out by 
(a) George Street Research, (b) GfK Custom Research, (c) Ipsos MORI and (d) TNS BMRB. 

 (S4W-746) 

John Swinney: 

(a) Social Research Undertaken by George Street Research since January 2010 

Project Title Contractor Name Net Cost Of Project 

Analysis of evidence submitted during Phase 2 of the 
Inquiry into Future Support for Agriculture in Scotland 

George Street 
Research 

£17,340.00 

Consultation Analysis on Public Sector Equality Duty 
Draft Regulations and Order 

George Street 
Research 

£5,300.00 

Research Support for the Consultations on Police and 
Fire Reform 

George Street 
Research 

£40,200.00 

Review of Teacher Employment in Scotland: Analysis of 
responses to Call for Evidence 

George Street 
Research 

£17,705.00 

(b) Social Research Undertaken by GfK Custom Research since January 2010 

Project Title Contractor Name Net Cost Of Project 

Anholt - GfK Roper Nation Brands Index 2010 - Annual 
Subscription 

GfK Custom 
Research 

£40,098.00 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


(c) Social Research Undertaken by Ipsos MORI since January 2010 

Project Title Contractor Name Net Cost Of Project 

Housing Needs, Aspirations and Demands in the Light of 
the Credit Crunch 

Ipsos MORI £3,900.00 

Evaluation of “You First” Pilot Ipsos MORI £44,987.00 

Housing: Public Opinion Monitor 1 Ipsos MORI £4,200.00 

Reshaping Care  for older people - omnibus survey Ipsos MORI £6,912.00 

Ballot paper testing for the 2012 Local Government 
Elections 

Ipsos MORI £32,207.00 

Users' views on smoking cessation services provided by 
community pharmacists 

Ipsos MORI £9,500.00 

Housing: Public Opinion Monitor 2 Ipsos MORI £3,650.00 

An Evaluation of Local Authority Hub Working to Prevent 
Homelessness 

Ipsos MORI £33,020.00 

(d) Social Research undertaken by TNS BMRB since January 2010 

Project Title Contractor Name Net Cost Of Project 

Attitudes to Gaelic Language in Scotland TNS BMRB £17,945.00 

 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer 
to question S4W-00455 by John Swinney on 10 June 2011, how much this work cost. 

 (S4W-747) 

John Swinney: The following table outlines the cost of the work referred to the answer to question 
S4W-455 on 10 June 2011. 

Contractor Name Net Cost Of Project 

Addison & Associates £1,900.00 

Anna Evans Housing Consultancy £19,960.00 

Blake Stevenson Ltd £84,794.50 

Cambridge Architectural Research Ltd £49,565.00 

Core Solutions Group Limited £10,500.00 

Craigforth Consultancy and Research £37,130.50 

DTZ £30,608.75 

Dundas and Wilson £21,950.00 

Edinburgh Research and Innovation Ltd £12,432.00 

Fortuno Consulting Ltd £129,125.00 

Geoff Peart Consulting £16,200.00 

George Street Research £80,545.00 

GfK Custom Research £40,098.00 

GVA Grimley Ltd £24,135.00 

Heriot Watt University  £9,500.00 

Institute of Education – Centre for Longitudinal Studies £5,129.00 

Ipsos MORI £138,376.00 

LSE Enterprise Ltd £201,200.00 

MRUK Research £7,605.00 

MVA Consultancy  £49,488.00 

Napier University  £63,296.00 

National Foundation for Educational Research £443,056.00 

Newcastle University £243.00 

ODS Consulting £105,235.00 

Picker Institute Europe £9,500.00 

Reid-Howie Associates £18,595.65 

Rocket Science UK Ltd £24,975.00 

Scotinform Ltd £7,410.00 

Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research £39,206.75 



Contractor Name Net Cost Of Project 

Scottish Centre for Social Research £100,375.00 

University of Strathclyde £9,500.00 

The Research Shop £6,910.36 

TNS BMRB £17,945.00 

University of Bedfordshire £18,500.00 

University of Edinburgh £5,000.00 

University of Edinburgh £7,525.00 

University of Glasgow £34,700.00 

University of Sheffield £30,870.00 

University of St Andrews £3,000.00 

University of Stirling £28,182.00 

University of Stirling  £25,000.00 

University of Sussex £54,450.00 

University of York £43,528.00 

Young Scot £1,000.00 

 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what guidance is 
provided regarding the operation of 20 mph zones in residential areas. 

 (S4W-749) 

Keith Brown: Between 1992 and 2006, the Scottish Government published several circulars which 
provided guidance to local authorities about 20 mph zones. In addition, traffic advisory leaflets 
published by the Department for Transport for use by all UK local authorities provide advice and 
practical examples of how a 20 mph zone might be operated. However, it is entirely a matter for each 
local authority to determine how it should operate a 20 mph zone in its own area within the 
regulations. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether speed 
bumps are required in 20 mph zones in residential areas. 

 (S4W-750) 

Keith Brown: Speed reducing measures are required within a 20 mph zone. However, in each 
particular case, it is for local traffic authorities to decide on the number and type of measures which 
should be employed. So there is no automatic requirement for speed bumps. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many of its 
staff are able to communicate in British Sign Language. 

 (S4W-636) 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many of its 
staff hold qualifications in British Sign Language. 

 (S4W-637) 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what level of 
qualification in British Sign Language has been attained by each of its employees conversant in the 
language. 

 (S4W-638) 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many of its 
frontline employees are able to communicate in British Sign Language. 

 (S4W-639) 



Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-635 on 20 June 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has 
had with its UK counterparts on the issue of welfare reform and its impact on devolved services. 

 (S4W-663) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish ministers would welcome an opportunity to meet their UK counterparts 
on the very important issues of welfare reform. Since the formation of the current government, no such 
meetings have taken place. Lord Freud, the UK Minister for Welfare Reform, spoke by telephone with 
me on the morning of 16 June 2011 and it is expected that this call will be followed by further 
discussions. 

Justice 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on 
the role of the UK Supreme Court in the Scottish legal system. 

 (S4W-546) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has been consistent in its view that the Scottish courts 
should make the final decision in Scottish criminal cases and that the UK Supreme Court should have 
no role in such matters. That position reflects the distinctive, independent nature of Scotland’s 
centuries-old legal system. 

The Scottish Government has recently asked Lord McCluskey to undertake an independent review 
of the mechanisms for applying human rights law to criminal cases in Scotland and looks forward to 
receiving advice from his independent specialist group later in the year. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
when the responses to the consultation on the reform of police service reform will be published. 

 (S4W-1001) 

Kenny MacAskill: The responses to the consultations, A Consultation on the Future of Policing in 
Scotland, and A Consultation on the Future of Fire and Rescue Services in Scotland, and the 
consultation analysis reports, Research Support for a Consultation on the Future of Policing in 
Scotland and Research Support for a Consultation on the Future of Fire and Rescue Services in 
Scotland, will be published on 21 June 2011 and made available on the Scottish Government website 
at www.scotland.gov.uk/policereform and www.scotland.gov.uk/firereform. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 
 

S4W-34 
S4W-139 
S4W-140 
S4W-142 
S4W-453 
S4W-479 
S4W-548 
S4W-549 
S4W-552 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
www.scotland.gov.uk/policereform
www.scotland.gov.uk/firereform

