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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

 John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
makes the direct employment of staff a condition of awards of Regional Selective Assistance to 
companies. 

Holding answer issued: 16 June 2011 (S4W-00448) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Enterprise (SE) is responsible for awarding grants under the Regional 
Selective Assistance scheme. The conditions attached to an offer of grant are an operational matter 
for SE and I shall ask its chief executive to reply to the member. 

 

 Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many responses it received to the consultation on the proposed biomass plant at Leith 
docks; how many it has published on its website, and when all responses will be published on the 
website. 

 (S4W-00530) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government Energy Consents and Deployment Unit (ECDU) have 
received 34 consultation responses in relation to the Forth Energy Leith biomass proposal, all of which 
are available on the Scottish Government website. 

The ECDU have also received 3,184 representations from members of the public objecting the 
development. These representations will not be published on the website to protect the personal 
details of the individuals. 

 

 Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive when Forth Energy will publish a revised proposal for a biomass plant at Leith docks and 
whether a further consultation will take place on that proposal prior to its consideration by the City of 
Edinburgh Council. 

 (S4W-00531) 

Fergus Ewing: Forth Energy are entering into a period of discussion with the statutory consultees in 
relation to their Leith biomass application. The submission of any further information or a revised 
proposal would be a commercial decision for Forth Energy to take. 

Should further information be submitted it will be advertised, made available in various local 
locations and fully consulted on by the Energy Consents and Deployment Unit. 

 

 Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether there will be a further consultation on the proposed biomass plant at Leith docks 
after the City of Edinburgh Council has given its views on the new proposal from Forth Energy. 

 (S4W-00532) 

Fergus Ewing: Under the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations there is an opportunity for 
members of the public to submit representations in relation to a development for 28 days after the 
application is submitted, and then for a further 28 days when the first statutory consultee response has 
been received. In reference to the Leith development, these periods ran from 31 January 2011 to 11 
March 2011, and then from 9 May 2011 to 17 June 2011. 

There will be no further formal period of consultation upon receipt of the City of Edinburgh Council 
consultation response unless Forth Energy choose to submit further information to support their 
application. In this circumstance there will be a further period of 28 days for consultation on this 
additional information. 



 Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for what 
reason Dundee Airport Ltd is listed in Annex A of the Public Sector Pay Policy for Staff Pay Remits 
2011-12 but the other wholly owned subsidiaries of Highlands and Islands Airport Ltd are not. 

 (S4W-00583) 

Keith Brown: At the time of producing the Public Sector Pay Policy for Staff Pay Remits 2011-12 it 
was envisaged that Airport Management Services Limited (AMSL) would be included as part of 
Highlands and Islands Airport Ltd (HIAL), but delays with the AMSL remit meant this was not the case. 
HIAL are however aware that AMSL is covered by the pay policy. 

 

 David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it considers that the Gourock to Dunoon ferry route from McInroy’s Point to Hunter’s Quay is 
eligible to be treated as a public service route under the European Union’s maritime cabotage 
regulations 1992. 

 (S4W-00599) 

Keith Brown: Any Scottish Government involvement in ferry services has to satisfy the legal 
requirements of the European Commission’s maritime cabotage regulation and state aid rules. 

Under the terms of these rules the Scottish Government can only intervene to ensure the provision 
of ferry services in circumstances where the market has failed to provide an adequate service. 
Western Ferries operates an extensive vehicle and passenger service from McInroy’s Point to 
Hunter’s Quay, so there is no market failure. Consequently there is no legal basis for any Scottish 
Government involvement in the McInroy’s Point to Hunter’s Quay ferry route. 

 

 David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
position is on the Gourock to Dunoon ferry tender being referred to the Office of Fair Trading for an 
independent inquiry. 

 (S4W-00600) 

Keith Brown: A fair, open and transparent tendering process has been conducted in respect of the 
town centre to town centre Gourock to Dunoon ferry service. Ministers are clear that this procurement 
process was compliant with all relevant European and domestic legislation and with the European 
Commission’s decision of 28 October 2009 regarding subsidies granted in respect of maritime 
transport services in Scotland. 

Consequently we see no need for any such investigation. 

 

 David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive who 
the operator of last resort would be in the event of (a) Argyll or (b) Western Ferries being unable to 
fulfil its contractual obligations. 

 (S4W-00601) 

Keith Brown: In the event that Argyll Ferries Ltd, were unable to fulfil its contractual obligations in 
respect of the new Gourock to Dunoon ferry service, responsibility would pass to its parent company, 
David MacBrayne Ltd (DML). This arrangement is assured by means of a parent company guarantee 
signed by DML. 

Western Ferries (Clyde) Ltd has no contractual obligations to Scottish ministers in respect of the 
ferry services that it operates. 

 

 Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what (a) 
discussions, (b) correspondence and (c) meetings it has had with GlaxoSmithKline regarding the 
location of its proposed new plant. 

 (S4W-00680) 



John Swinney: Andrew Witty, CEO of GlaxoSmithKline (GSK), confirmed in a letter to the First 
Minister on 9 May 2011 that Scotland was being considered as a location for its new 
biopharmaceutical manufacturing plant. The Scottish Government has been advised by GSK that the 
selection process and timelines will be shared by the company in early July 2011. At present, officials 
are collating general materials to support a Scottish proposition to attract this new investment. 

The Scottish Government will work closely with key stakeholders once the criteria is received to 
develop a bespoke and compelling Scottish proposal. GSK is a strategically important investor in 
Scotland and Scottish Development International meet regularly with the company to maximise the 
economic benefits of its existing investments in Scotland as well as to identify and develop convincing 
propositions for potential new opportunities, including the proposed new biopharmaceutical 
manufacturing plant. 

 

 Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what (a) 
discussions, (b) correspondence and (c) meetings it has had with North Ayrshire Council regarding the 
location of GlaxoSmithKline's proposed new plant. 

 (S4W-00681) 

John Swinney: Anne MacColl, Chief Executive of Scottish Development International (SDI) met 
with Elma Murray, Chief Executive of North Ayrshire Council on 16 May 2011. One of the items 
discussed was the proposed location of the new GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) plant. It was confirmed at the 
meeting, and in a subsequent letter on 20 May 2011, that SDI is actively engaging with GSK and will 
work with Scottish Enterprise colleagues to ensure that North Ayrshire Council is fully involved in 
developing the Scottish proposition once GSK has confirmed the process for site selection, which is 
due in early July 2011. 

 

 Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what (a) 
discussions, (b) correspondence and (c) meetings it has had with Angus Council regarding the 
location of GlaxoSmithKline's proposed new plant. 

 (S4W-00682) 

John Swinney: At this time, the Scottish Government has not yet had discussions, correspondence 
or meetings with Angus Council regarding the location of GlaxoSmithKline’s (GSK) proposed new 
plant. However, when the criteria for the site selection process is released by GSK, in early July 2011, 
the Scottish Government’s trade and investment arm, Scottish Development International, will work 
with Scottish Enterprise colleagues to ensure that Angus Council is fully involved in developing the 
Scottish proposition. 

 

 Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what (a) 
discussions, (b) correspondence and (c) meetings it has had with the Department of Business, 
Innovation and Skills regarding the location of GlaxoSmithKline's proposed new plant. 

 (S4W-00683) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has not had discussions, correspondence or meetings 
with the Department of Business, Innovation and Skills regarding the location of GlaxoSmithKline’s 
(GSK) proposed new plant. However, when the criteria for the site selection process is released by 
GSK, in early July 2011, the Scottish Government’s trade and investment arm, Scottish Development 
International, will work with key stakeholders, as appropriate, to develop the Scottish proposition. 

 

 Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what (a) 
discussions, (b) correspondence and (c) meetings it has had with the Scotland Office regarding the 
location of GlaxoSmithKline's proposed new plant. 

 (S4W-00684) 



John Swinney: The Scottish Government has not had discussions, correspondence or meetings 
with the Scotland Office regarding the location of GlaxoSmithKline’s (GSK) proposed new plant. 
However, when the criteria for the site selection process is released by GSK, in early July 2011, the 
Scottish Government’s trade and investment arm, Scottish Development International, will work with 
key stakeholders, as appropriate, to develop the Scottish proposition.  

 

 Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps Scottish Development International is taking to encourage GlaxoSmithKline to locate its 
proposed new plant in Scotland.  

 (S4W-00687) 

John Swinney: Scottish Development International (SDI) has been advised by GlaxoSmithKline 
(GSK) that the selection process and timelines will be shared by the company in early July 2011. 
Whilst this is awaited, SDI is collating general materials to support a Scottish proposition to attract this 
new investment.   

SDI will work closely with key stakeholders once the criteria is received to develop a bespoke and 
compelling Scottish proposal. GSK is a strategically important investor in Scotland and SDI meet 
regularly with the company to maximise the economic benefits of its existing investments in Scotland 
as well as to identify and develop convincing propositions for potential new opportunities, including the 
proposed new biopharmaceutical manufacturing plant. 

Health and Wellbeing 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health, Wellbeing and Cities Strategy has met or spoken directly with the UK 
Department of Health regarding Southern Cross Healthcare since May 2011 and, if so, (a) on what 
dates and (b) what matters were discussed. 

 (S4W-00514) 

Nicola Sturgeon: On 14 June 2011 I had a telephone conversation with Paul Burstow MP, Minister 
of State for Care Services. 

During the discussion the following matters were discussed: general update on Southern Cross’s 
position, ensuring the lines of communication between the two administrations remained effective, and 
the meeting due to be held in London on 15 June 2011 between Southern Cross, its landlords and 
representatives of the banks with key interests. 

In addition, Scottish Government officials are in regular contact with officials at the UK Department 
of Health, and I am kept fully informed of the discussions. 

 

 Annabel Goldie (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how health professionals support the parents of adolescents with myalgic 
encephalopathy (ME) by ensuring a (a) timely diagnosis and (b) treatment plan. 

 (S4W-00516) 

Michael Matheson: Detailed guidance has been prepared by the Royal College of Paediatrics and 
Child Health (2004), including an extensive literature review: Evidence Based Guideline for the 
Management of CFS-ME, which is available at: 

RCPCH CFS Guideline. 

It is recognised however, that the diagnosis and management of myalgic encephalopathy / chronic 
fatigue syndrome (ME-CFS) in children and young people is an area which needs to be developed. In 
the absence of a specific Scottish Good Practice Statement for Children and Young People the 
Scottish Good Practice Statement (SGPS) on ME-CFS, for use by general practitioners provides 
interim guidance. 

The SGPS has been formally endorsed by the Royal College of General Practitioners Scotland and 
the Scottish Neurosciences Council, and is expected to help ensure that people of all ages, and their 

http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/sites/default/files/RCPCH%20CFS.pdf


carers, living with ME-CFS get better and more consistent standards of care, including quicker and 
more reliable diagnosis. 

The statement and its accompanying documents, a Quick Reference Clinical Guide and a Guide for 
Patients, can be found at:  

http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/GoodPracticeStatementonME-CFSforGeneralPractitioners. 

 

 Annabel Goldie (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive which NHS boards have clinicians who specialise in the treatment of myalgic 
encephalopathy (ME), also broken down by hospital. 

 (S4W-00517) 

Michael Matheson: NHS Fife has a dedicated paediatric consultant with an interest in paediatric 
ME who is based at Forth Park Hospital, Kirkcaldy. 

While we are not aware of any other clinicians with a particular specialty in myalgic encephalopathy / 
chronic fatigue syndrome (ME-CFS), specific services already exist for people living with the condition, 
including: 

The ME-CFS Assessment Clinic in the Regional Infectious Diseases Unit at the Western General 
Hospital, Edinburgh. 

The Wellness Enhancement Learning programme offered at the Centre for Integrative Care in 
Glasgow which is also open to people with ME-CFS. Details of the evaluation can be found at: 

www.thewel.org; 
The Clinical Nurse Specialist employed by NHS Fife, and 
The Thistle Foundation Self Management Course in Edinburgh funded by NHS Lothian. 

 

 Annabel Goldie (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what training on myalgic encephalopathy (ME) (a) GPs, (b) consultants and (c) 
paediatricians have had in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-00518) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not held centrally. 

GPs as independent contractors are responsible for highlighting and addressing their own 
educational requirements according to the needs of their patients. 

In September 2010, we published the Scottish Good Practice Statement on ME-CFS which aims to 
provide general practitioners with guidance that can be used to assist with the differential diagnosis 
and clinical management of people living with myalgic encephalopathy / chronic fatigue syndrome 
(ME-CFS). 

The term “Consultant” encapsulates some 60 specialties and 35 subspecialties. Understandably, 
their training requirements will differ substantially. Reflecting this variety, the training delivered to each 
consultant, and GP, over the past three years will have been determined by the practitioner 
themselves and is their own responsibility. 

For trainees in general practice and paediatrics, training is determined by the relevant curriculum 
which is prepared by the college involved and approved by the General Medical Council. Each 
curriculum is available via the college’s website. 

 

 Annabel Goldie (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive , where there are no locally based specialists, how families obtain an out-of-area 
referral to a paediatrician specialising in myalgic encephalopathy (ME). 

 (S4W-00519) 

http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/GoodPracticeStatementonME-CFSforGeneralPractitioners
http://www.thewel.org/


Michael Matheson: The Scottish Good Practice Statement (SGPS) on myalgic encephalopathy / 
chronic fatigue syndrome (ME-CFS), for use by general practitioners recognises that GPs would 
normally consider ME-CFS in children an area of specialist expertise and people living with suspected 
ME-CFS should be referred to paediatric services for further assessment. 

The general position is that anyone who wishes to receive medical treatment or services outwith 
their NHS board of residence can discuss it with their GP, or the clinician responsible for their 
healthcare. Individual cases can be considered on their merits and, if there are sound medical or 
logistical reasons to do so, the GP or lead clinician can make a referral to another NHS board.  

The SGPS also contains an example of a generic care pathway that includes appropriate referral to 
a specialist clinic or treatment centre, without reference to NHS board boundaries. 

The statement and its accompanying documents can be found at: 

http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/GoodPracticeStatementonME-CFSforGeneralPractitioners. 

 

 Annabel Goldie (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether each NHS board has a named individual whose remit is to ensure that 
Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) guidelines for the treatment of myalgic 
encephalopathy (ME) are (a) followed and (b) audited on a regular basis and, if so, who carries out 
this function for NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde. 

 (S4W-00520) 

Michael Matheson: There is no Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network guideline on myalgic 
encephalopathy / chronic fatigue syndrome (ME-CFS). 

The Scottish Good Practice Statement on ME-CFS, for use by general practitioners is expected to 
help ensure that people of all ages, and their carers, living with ME-CFS get better and more 
consistent standards of care, including quicker and more reliable diagnosis.  

Implementation of the Health Improvement Scotland (HIS) clinical standards for neurological health 
services will also support NHS boards with improving services for all neurological conditions, including 
ME-CFS. The standards are available from the HIS’s website at: 

http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/home.aspx. 

NHS HIS is supporting NHS boards in implementing the standards through a two-year 
implementation and improvement plan.  

 

 Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many (a) local authority and (b) privately operated care home places have 
been available in each year since May 2007, broken down by local authority area. 

 (S4W-00596) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Tables showing the number of care home places in Scotland, each year since 
2007, broken down by sector and local authority area have been placed in the Scottish Parliament 
Information Centre (Bib. number 52967). 

 

 Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many of its 
staff are British Sign Language users. 

 (S4W-00635) 

Michael Matheson: As with other languages, the information relating to staff language or other 
qualifications, is not held centrally, nor do we hold centrally the information relating to any languages 
understood or spoken by staff. 

Where a member of the public or job applicant required access to British Sign Language interpreter, 
as a reasonable adjustment to access a service, we would arrange for that to be provided in the same 
manner as we would for any other reasonable adjustment or interpretation requirement. 

http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/GoodPracticeStatementonME-CFSforGeneralPractitioners
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/home.aspx


Justice 

 James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what funding it has 
provided to the UK Supreme Court in each year since it started operating in 2009. 

Holding answer issued: 17 June 2011 (S4W-00493) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has made the following funding contribution to the UK 
Supreme Court since it started operating in 2009: 

1 October 2009 to 31 March 2010: £238,779 
1 April 2010 to 31 March 2011: £477,556 
1 April 2011 to 30 June 2011: £119,389  

 

 John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to review the costs and funding of civil litigation. 

 (S4W-00780) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Further to the answer to question S3W-40153 on 4 March 2011, the 
review of the expenses and funding of civil litigation in Scotland announced by the then Minister for 
Community Safety, Fergus Ewing MSP, has now begun work under the leadership of Sheriff Principal 
James Taylor. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

 John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive , further to the answer to question S3W-36912 by Fergus Ewing 
on 28 October 2010, what progress it has made on the development of an international arbitration 
centre. 

 (S4W-00781) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Arbitration Centre was launched in March 2011. Its purpose 
is to promote arbitration as a means of cost effective and efficient dispute resolution to Scottish 
business and to promote Scotland and Scottish arbitration to the world. The centre will encourage the 
use of arbitration domestically, but will also seek to attract international arbitration business to 
Scotland. 

The centre is based in Dolphin House, Hunter Square, just off the Royal Mile in Edinburgh, close to 
the supreme courts. Although the premises will be suitable to host small to medium arbitrations, it is 
intended that arbitrations can be held anywhere in Scotland at the convenience of the parties to the 
dispute. 

The centre is a non-profit company limited by guarantee. The Scottish Government, the Law Society 
of Scotland, the Faculty of Advocates, the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors and the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators are the members of the company. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx

