
Friday 17 June 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it is aware of any proposals to relocate 45 Royal Marine Commando from 
RM Condor in Arbroath, in light of the potential impact on jobs in the local community. 

 (S4W-491) 

Fergus Ewing: The Ministry of Defence has been undertaking a UK basing review covering all of 
the armed services and considering what the basing needs of the military will be in the future following 
the UK Strategic Defence and Security Review. We understand that all military bases are being 
considered as part of this review but that no decision has yet been made. 

The Scottish Government is very aware of the potential economic impact of the decisions made by 
the UK Government and is already working with key partners in Moray to address the economic 
impact of the withdrawal of the RAF from Kinloss that was announced in October 2010. The Scottish 
Government is committed to supporting all communities affected by any decisions made by the UK 
Government and we expect the UK Government to live up to its responsibilities. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will allow a proportion of additional revenues generated from economic growth to be 
retained by local authorities for reinvestment in their areas and, if so, when details of these plans will 
be available. 

 (S4W-576) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government is currently taking forward three separate initiatives 
which could allow local authorities to retain a proportion of additional business rate income resulting 
from economic growth. 

The first of these initiatives is Tax Increment Financing (TIF). The Non-Domestic Rating 
Contributions (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2010 enable up to six local authorities to capture 
incremental non-domestic rates (NDR) as a result of TIF enabling public sector infrastructure works. 

In addition to this the Scottish Government and COSLA are finalising details of a Business Rates 
Incentivisation Scheme (BRIS). The aim of the BRIS is two fold; to incentivise local authorities to 
maximise their existing business rate income and also to grow their potential business rate tax base 
by allowing them to retain locally a proportion of any additional NDR income they can generate. Along 
with final details of the operation of the BRIS, the implementation date will be discussed and agreed 
with COSLA. 

The Scottish Government is also committed to the creation of four new enterprise zones, designed 
to attract further inward investment where any additional NDR income could be retained locally. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it 
has to redraw local authority boundaries in Airdrie and Shotts in the current parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-614) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government currently has no plans to redraw the boundaries of 
local authority areas in Airdrie and Shotts. The Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland 
has the duty to review local authority area boundaries and to recommend changes resulting from any 
such review to ministers. This duty is subject to any ministerial direction given to the commission 
about the scope of reviews. Ministerial directions have been in place since 1999 restricting the 
commission to small scale reviews affecting a limited number of electors. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it 
has to redraw local authority boundaries in Falkirk East in the current parliamentary session. 



 (S4W-615) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government currently has no plans to redraw the boundaries of 
local authority areas in Falkirk East. The Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland has 
the duty to review local authority area boundaries and to recommend changes resulting from any such 
review to ministers. This duty is subject to any ministerial direction given to the commission about the 
scope of reviews. Ministerial directions have been in place since 1999 restricting the commission to 
small scale reviews affecting a limited number of electors. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it 
has to redraw local authority boundaries in Falkirk West in the current parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-616) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government currently has no plans to redraw the boundaries of 
local authority areas in Falkirk West. The Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland has 
the duty to review local authority area boundaries and to recommend changes resulting from any such 
review to ministers. This duty is subject to any Ministerial direction given to the commission about the 
scope of reviews. Ministerial directions have been in place since 1999 restricting the commission to 
small scale reviews affecting a limited number of electors. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it 
has to redraw local authority boundaries in East Kilbride in the current parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-617) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government currently has no plans to redraw the boundaries of 
local authority areas in East Kilbride. The Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland has 
the duty to review local authority area boundaries and to recommend changes resulting from any such 
review to ministers. This duty is subject to any ministerial direction given to the commission about the 
scope of reviews. Ministerial directions have been in place since 1999 restricting the commission to 
small scale reviews affecting a limited number of electors. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it 
has to redraw local authority boundaries in Coatbridge and Chryston in the current parliamentary 
session. 

 (S4W-618) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government currently has no plans to redraw the boundaries of 
local authority areas in Coatbridge and Chryston. The Local Government Boundary Commission for 
Scotland has the duty to review local authority area boundaries and to recommend changes resulting 
from any such review to ministers. This duty is subject to any ministerial direction given to the 
commission about the scope of reviews. Ministerial directions have been in place since 1999 
restricting the commission to small scale reviews affecting a limited number of electors.  

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it 
has to redraw local authority boundaries in Motherwell and Wishaw in the current parliamentary 
session. 

 (S4W-619) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government currently has no plans to redraw the boundaries of 
local authority areas in Motherwell and Wishaw. The Local Government Boundary Commission for 
Scotland has the duty to review local authority area boundaries and to recommend changes resulting 
from any such review to ministers. This duty is subject to any ministerial direction given to the 
commission about the scope of reviews. Ministerial directions have been in place since 1999 
restricting the commission to small scale reviews affecting a limited number of electors. 

 



Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it 
has to redraw local authority boundaries in Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse in the current 
parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-620) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government currently has no plans to redraw the boundaries of 
local authority areas in Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse. The Local Government Boundary 
Commission for Scotland has the duty to review local authority area boundaries and to recommend 
changes resulting from any such review to ministers. This duty is subject to any ministerial direction 
given to the commission about the scope of reviews. Ministerial directions have been in place since 
1999 restricting the commission to small scale reviews affecting a limited number of electors. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it 
has to redraw local authority boundaries in Cumbernauld and Kilsyth in the current parliamentary 
session. 

 (S4W-621) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government currently has no plans to redraw the boundaries of 
local authority areas in Cumbernauld and Kilsyth. The Local Government Boundary Commission for 
Scotland has the duty to review local authority area boundaries and to recommend changes resulting 
from any such review to ministers. This duty is subject to any ministerial direction given to the 
commission about the scope of reviews. Ministerial directions have been in place since 1999 
restricting the commission to small scale reviews affecting a limited number of electors. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it 
has to redraw local authority boundaries in Uddingston and Bellshill in the current parliamentary 
session. 

 (S4W-622) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government currently has no plans to redraw the boundaries of 
local authority areas in Uddingston and Bellshill. The Local Government Boundary Commission for 
Scotland has the duty to review local authority area boundaries and to recommend changes resulting 
from any such review to ministers. This duty is subject to any ministerial direction given to the 
commission about the scope of reviews. Ministerial directions have been in place since 1999 
restricting the commission to small scale reviews affecting a limited number of electors. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has met, or 
made representations to, the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection on using 
public procurement processes to encourage payment of the living wage. 

 (S4W-669) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has not met with, or made representations to, this 
committee on the issue of payment of a living wage using public procurement processes. At present, 
officials are in discussions with other UK public bodies about the living wage in the context of public 
procurement processes. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S3W-34691 by John Swinney on 30 June 2010, 
what action (a) it is and (b) local authorities are taking to promote schemes for reducing council tax 
where improvements are made to the energy efficiency of homes, as outlined in section 65 of the 
Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009. 

 (S4W-740) 

John Swinney: The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 places a duty on individual local 
authorities to introduce a discount scheme for council tax. The Scottish Government has no formal 
role in developing or delivering a discount scheme, but following joint work we undertook with COSLA, 



local authorities, the energy companies and some other interested parties to support implementation 
last year, we understand all local authorities now have a scheme in place from the start of the 2011-12 
financial year. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S3W-34691 by John Swinney on 30 June 2010, 
how much has been provided in council tax discounts under the provisions for reducing council tax 
where improvements are made to the energy efficiency of homes, as outlined in section 65 of the 
Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009, also broken down by local authority.  

 (S4W-741) 

John Swinney: The information is currently not held centrally. However, in line with the provisions in 
the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009, Ministers will produce a report after 31 March 2012 and then 
report annually on the operation of local authority schemes that reduce council tax liability for energy 
efficiency improvements. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether Social Care 
and Social Work Improvement Scotland (SCSWIS) or the Care Commission have received complaints 
about homes owned by Peacock Medicare Ltd other than the Elsie Inglis Nursing Home in the last four 
years. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2011 (S4W-278) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Peacock Medicare Ltd is also the provider of Woodlands Nursing Home and 
Peacock Nursing Home, both in Livingston. The Care Commission received one complaint about 
Woodlands Nursing Home in November 2008 and four complaints about Peacock Nursing Home 
between 2007 and 2011 which were fully investigated at the time. 

Since becoming operational on 1 April 2011 Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland 
(SCSWIS) has received a further complaint about the Peacock Nursing Home. Following complaints 
investigations, three requirements were placed on this service. SCSWIS inspected Peacock Nursing 
Home on 27 May 2011 to check progress on improvement. 

SCSWIS, like the Care Commission before it, as the independent sector regulator, will continue to 
monitor closely such services as part of its quality assurance role. I am confident that SCSWIS will 
take all necessary steps to ensure that the safety and wellbeing of residents are safeguarded.  

Information of this nature and information relating to SCSWIS’ inspection processes and its agreed 
inspection plan for 2011-12 is available on SCSWIS website at: 

http://www.scswis.com/index.php. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is 
on a report by the Edinburgh Evening News on 3 June 2011 that investigations carried out by  
Learning Disability Alliance Scotland had assessed one in ten care homes in Edinburgh as "weak."  

 (S4W-511) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government expects all care services in Scotland, including care 
homes, to provide good quality care. It is the responsibility of every provider to ensure that they meet 
that expectation. Where a service is being graded as “weak” in any area, Social Care and Social Work 
Improvement Scotland will take the necessary steps to ensure improvements are made and sustained 
and the safety and wellbeing of residents are safeguarded. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on the 
work of the Poverty Truth Commission. 

 (S4W-578) 

http://www.scswis.com/index.php


Michael Matheson: We welcome the work of the Poverty Truth Commission, and have noted the 
challenges in its recent report, particularly those directed at government. Eradicating poverty is a 
priority for the Scottish Government. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress it is 
making toward achieving its high level solidarity purpose target to increase overall income and the 
proportion of income earned by the three lowest income deciles as a group by 2017. 

 (S4W-581) 

Michael Matheson: As noted on the Scotland Performs website, progress on the solidarity target is 
“performance maintaining”, following the publication of the Scottish figures from the Family Resources 
Survey in May 2011. The share received by the three lowest deciles has remained constant at 13 to 
14% since 1998-99. 

 

David McLetchie (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what estimate has been made of the receipts that will be generated from the sale of land 
and property by territorial NHS boards in (a) the current financial year and (b) future years. 

 (S4W-605) 

Nicola Sturgeon: A figure for capital receipts attributable to the sale of assets in the health portfolio 
for the current financial year is given in Schedule 3.1 Health: Details of Proposed Budget, page 34 of 
Scotland’s Budget Documents 2011-12: Budget (Scotland) Bill supporting documentation for the year 
ending 31 March 2012, published on the Scottish Government website on 21 January 2011, a copy of 
which is available in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. number 52344). 

An estimate of capital receipts from asset disposals by territorial NHS boards will be made for the 
period 2012-13 to 2014-15 as part of the preparations for the final three years of the UK Spending 
Review due to complete in autumn 2011. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it 
has for legal recognition of British Sign Language as an official language of Scotland. 

 (S4W-629) 

Michael Matheson: Shona Robison MSP, the then Minister for Public Health and Sport, formally 
announced the Scottish Government’s recognition of British Sign Language as a language in Scotland 
on 5 March 2011. The Minister said: 

“The Scottish Government recognises the importance of British Sign Language to the Deaf 
community in Scotland, and the contribution which this vibrant language makes to the rich and varied 
use of language in Scotland today. BSL is a vital means of communication for Deaf people, as well as 
part of their linguistic and cultural identity, and we see our funding to support the training of tutors of 
BSL and of BSL interpreters as an important contribution towards protecting the language.” 

The Scottish Government recognise the importance of British Sign Language to the deaf community 
in Scotland. We work with partners on the British Sign Language and Linguistic Access Working 
Group, which has published the Roadmap to British Sign Language and Linguistic Access in Scotland. 
We have provided funding for British Sign Language work, and we continue to work to support British 
Sign Language in Scotland. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what documents 
and publications it makes available in British Sign Language. 

 (S4W-630) 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
requests it has received to translate its documents or publications into British Sign Language in the 
last five years. 

 (S4W-631) 



Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
requests to translate its documents or publications into British Sign Language have been granted in 
the last five years. 

 (S4W-632) 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
requests to translate its documents or publications into British Sign Language have been refused in 
the last five years. 

 (S4W-633) 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive on how many 
occasions it has made a document or publication available in British Sign Language without a request 
being made in the last five years. 

 (S4W-634) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not held centrally. The Scottish Government however 
recognises the importance of British Sign Language (BSL) to the deaf community in Scotland. A BSL 
translation service is available under the Design, Print, Publishing and Associated Services 
Framework Agreement which came into effect in April 2010 and documents can be translated on 
request. Two publications have been translated into BSL under the framework – Consultation on 
Public Sector Equality Duty Draft Regulations and Order and Consultation on the Right to Adapt 
Common Parts in Scotland. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, following publication of 
its Child Poverty Strategy for Scotland, when it will publish its action plan. 

 (S4W-661) 

Michael Matheson: The Child Poverty Strategy for Scotland sets out the key measures the Scottish 
Government intend to progress, and sets a framework for action by a range of partners across 
Scotland. Annual progress reports will be produced and laid in the Parliament. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which of its directorates 
has lead responsibility for developing its Child Poverty Strategy for Scotland. 

 (S4W-662) 

Michael Matheson: The Directorate for Employability, Skills and Lifelong Learning had lead 
responsibility for developing the Child Poverty Strategy for Scotland. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many staff in each ambulance station have opted to be available to be called 
out during their rest break. 

 (S4W-677) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government does not hold a breakdown for specific ambulance 
stations but we understand the number of eligible employees across Scotland who have agreed to be 
available during meal breaks in 2011-12 is currently 502. This figure may change throughout the year 
if further acceptances are received. 

It is the responsibility of the Scottish Ambulance Service to maintain operational cover and ensure 
continuity of service delivery to patients, while at the same time ensuring the wellbeing of staff. It is 
recognised, however, that current arrangements for handling rest breaks in the ambulance service 
cannot remain in place and urgent discussions are ongoing to identify a suitable way forward to 
address what is a complex issue. 

 



Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many staff in each ambulance station have opted not to be available to be 
called out during their rest break. 

 (S4W-678) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government does not hold a breakdown for specific ambulance 
stations but we understand the number of eligible employees across Scotland who have not opted to 
be available during meal breaks in 2011-12 is currently 1,911. This figure may change throughout the 
year if further acceptances are received. 

It is the responsibility of the Scottish Ambulance Service to maintain operational cover and ensure 
continuity of service delivery to patients, while at the same time ensuring the wellbeing of staff. It is 
recognised, however, that current arrangements for handling rest breaks in the ambulance service 
cannot remain in place and urgent discussions are ongoing to identify a suitable way forward to 
address what is a complex issue. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many staff in each ambulance station are entitled to a rest break. 

 (S4W-679) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish ambulance staff are employed under the terms of the UK wide Agenda 
for Change agreement. Agenda for Change allows for all staff working more than six hours to be 
allowed an unpaid rest break during their shift. 

Justice 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to 
abolish prison visiting committees. 

 (S4W-499) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has not yet reached any conclusions following the 
recent consultation on independent monitoring of prisons. We will do so in due course. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many convictions have been made for the (a) proxy buying and (b) sale of 
alcohol to underage people in each of the last 10 years. 

 (S4W-529) 

Kenny MacAskill: The available information is given in the following table: 

Persons Convicted in Scottish Courts for Sale of Alcohol to Persons Under 18 and Purchasing 
Alcohol for Consumption of a Person Under 18

1
, 2000-01 to 2009-10. 

Financial Year Sale of Drink to 
Person Under 18

2 
Purchasing Excise Liquor for 

Consumption by Person Under 18 

2000-01 20 49 

2001-02 30 53 

2002-03 34 39 

2003-04 35 55 

2004-05 27 50 

2005-06 34 84 

2006-07 47 89 

2007-08 60 102 

2008-09 116 132 

2009-10 81 148 

Notes: 

1. Where main offence. 



2. Covers the crime categories sale of drink to person under 18 and wholesaler selling liquor to person 
under 18, although no prosecutions have been recorded under the latter in the years reported. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when each member of 
the review group considering the roles of the High Court of Justiciary and the UK Supreme Court was 
approached to sit on the group. 

 (S4W-542) 

Kenny MacAskill: Lord McCluskey was approached on 2 June 2011 and the other members on 2 
and 3 June 2011. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
remuneration package is for each member of the review group considering the roles of the High Court 
of Justiciary and the UK Supreme Court. 

 (S4W-543) 

Kenny MacAskill: Members of the review group will be reimbursed for reasonable expenses, but 
will not otherwise receive any remuneration. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the expected 
cost is of the review of the roles of the High Court of Justiciary and the UK Supreme Court. 

 (S4W-544) 

Kenny MacAskill: The cost of the review, inclusive of secretariat support, accommodation and 
expenses, is expected to be in the region of £35,000. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on 
the role of the European Convention on Human Rights in the Scottish legal system. 

 (S4W-545) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government supports the European Convention on Human Rights 
and its incorporation into domestic law. However, we believe that he means of doing so should not 
place Scotland in a more difficult position than other jurisdictions. 

We also believe the Scottish courts are best placed to ensure that the Scottish legal system 
functions in a manner which fully implements the convention, subject to the possibility of appeal to the 
European Court of Human Rights. 

The Scottish Government has recently asked Lord McCluskey to undertake an independent review 
of the mechanisms for applying human rights law to criminal cases in Scotland and looks forward to 
receiving advice from his independent specialist group later in 2011. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what advice it has 
received regarding the legality of withdrawing its funding from the UK Supreme Court. 

 (S4W-547) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not disclose internal legal advice or whether such 
advice has been sought. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much it spent under the Scotland Rural Development Programme in (a) 2007-08, (b) 2008-09, (c) 
2009-10 and (d) 2010-11, broken down by delivery scheme. 

 (S4W-597) 



Richard Lochhead: 

Scotland Rural Development Programme 2007-13 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Rural Development Contracts Rural Priorities £0.000 £0.000 £23.128 £77.247 

Rural Development Contracts Land Managers Options £0.000 £0.000 £1.718 £2.379 

Food Processing, Marketing and Co-operation Grant Scheme £0.000 £1.734 £3.714 £7.799 

LEADER £0.000 £0.000 £3.225 £8.198 

Skills Development Scheme £0.000 £0.000 £0.304 £0.402 

Forestry Challenge Funds £0.000 £0.008 £0.053 £0.358 

Crofting Counties Agricultural Grant Scheme £0.000 £0.000 £0.425 £1.415 

Less Favoured Area Support Scheme £56.961 £59.905 £62.714 £56.676 

Total Payments £56.961 £61.647 £95.281 £154.474 

 

Legacy Schemes from Previous Rural Development 
Programme 2000-06 

2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Land Management Contract Menu Scheme £19.685 £18.610 £18.348 £17.650 

Woodland Grant Scheme £4.338 £2.449 £2.088 £3.383 

Scottish Forestry Grant Scheme  £22.282 £6.337 £9.278 £8.371 

Environmentally Sensitive Areas £4.620 £3.150 £2.040 £0.840 

Organic Aid Scheme £4.890 £4.510 £2.810 £1.720 

Countryside Premium Scheme £3.800 £2.710 £1.500 £0.734 

Rural Stewardship Scheme £22.020 £16.540 £12.800 £7.500 

Habitats Scheme £0.180 £0.140 £0.130 £0.110 

Farm Woodland Scheme £0.520 £0.044 £0.410 £0.350 

Scottish Forestry Grant Scheme - Farmland Premium £1.150 £1.210 £1.190 £1.160 

Farm Woodland Premium Scheme £4.910 £3.920 £3.150 £2.520 

Total Payments £88.395 £59.619 £53.744 £44.338 

Note: Spend is reported in UK financial years as £ million. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what its action plan is for organic (a) food and (b) farming. 

 (S4W-726) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government published Organic Futures: An Action Plan for 
organic food and farming in Scotland on 14 March 2011. The action plan can be accessed at: 

www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/14093552/0. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-493 
S4W-495 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/14093552/0

