
Thursday 16 June 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how it plans to match the number of places allocated for teacher training with the number of teaching 
posts available. 

 (S4W-484) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government is determined that teachers should be in employment. 
The budget agreement with COSLA therefore guarantees enough teaching posts for every new 
probationer, for every teacher completing probation in summer 2011 to apply for and additional posts 
to reduce existing teacher unemployment. 

We will continue to work with COSLA and local authorities to achieve a better reconciliation between 
local and national teacher workforce planning with a view to re-establishing an appropriate balance 
between teacher supply and demand. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will carry out  a survey of island-based businesses, voluntary sector bodies and the public 
sector to assess the impact of the changes to the Air Discount Scheme on their operations. 

 (S4O-31) 

Alex Neil: We have no plans to conduct such a survey. 

 

Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the impact of the changes in the national minimum wage in October 2010 has been for employment in 
Scotland. 

 (S4O-49) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is using all available levers to aid economic recovery and 
reduce unemployment in Scotland. As a consequence, between July to September 2010 and February 
to April 2011 headline employment level for the population aged 16 and over increased by 9,000. 
Headline unemployment level for the same age group fell by 22,000 over the same period. 

The national minimum wage is a reserved issue, and the independent Low Pay Commission’s report 
of 2011 confirms that changes in 2010 have yet to produce evidence of an impact on employment. 

 

Sandra White (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how it 
plans to support small businesses to promote vibrant local communities. 

 (S4O-50) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is committed to maintaining a supportive business 
environment and to ensuring that appropriate measures are in place to support small businesses. 
Examples include our support for the small business bonus scheme, which has reduced the rates 
burden for tens of thousands of properties in Scotland and an investment of £7.5 million this year to 
help small businesses take on additional staff. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it plans to make improvements to the consultation process for local people 
and communities regarding wind farm applications. 

 (S4O-51) 



Aileen Campbell: A range of enhanced opportunities for local people to express their views on 
planning matters have already been delivered through planning reform. 

The Scottish Government is also proactively seeking to further improve the consenting system and 
promote best practice, in particular by instigating and leading the European GP Wind Project. This EU-
funded project identifies good practice in reconciling objectives on renewable energy with wider 
environmental objectives and in the active involvement of communities in planning and 
implementation. 

The fact that Scotland is leading GP Wind speaks volumes for how we are viewed by our European 
neighbours, but also demonstrates our commitment to improvement, including around community 
engagement and consultation. By bringing together developers, regional and local government, 
environmental agencies and non-governmental organisations to share experiences, the project is 
developing a guide to good practice and a “how to” toolkit which the Scottish Government can use to 
further improve our practices. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the accident rate was on trunk roads in (a) 2008, (b) 2009 and (c) 2010 and is in 2011, broken down 
by (i) single and (ii) dual carriageway sections. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2011 (S4W-291) 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the fatal accident rate was on trunk roads in (a) 2008, (b) 2009 and (c) 2010 and is in 2011, broken 
down by (i) single and (ii) dual carriageway sections. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2011 (S4W-292) 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the accident rate was on the A1 in (a) 2008, (b) 2009 and (c) 2010 and is in 2011, broken down by (i) 
single and (ii) dual carriageway sections. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2011 (S4W-293) 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the fatal road accident rate was on the A1 in (a) 2008, (b) 2009 and (c) 2010 and is in 2011, broken 
down by (i) single and (ii) dual carriageway sections. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2011 (S4W-294) 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the road accident rate was on the A1 between Dunbar and the border with England in (a) 2008, (b) 
2009 and (c) 2010 and is in 2011, broken down by (i) single and (ii) dual carriageway sections. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2011 (S4W-295) 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the fatal road accident rate was on the A1 between Dunbar and the border with England in (a) 2008, 
(b) 2009 and (c) 2010 and is in 2011, broken down by (i) single and (ii) dual carriageway sections. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2011 (S4W-296) 

Keith Brown: The accident data for the period 2008-10 is provided in the following table. Transport 
Scotland analyses the safety performance of the trunk road network using a database of injury 
accidents compiled by Scotland’s Police forces. This is the most reliable and consistent evidenced 
data available and is collated and analysed on an annual basis for each full calendar year. No data is 
yet available for 2011. 

A1 Trunk Road: Personal Injury Accident and Three Year Accident Rate, in Comparison with the 
Trunk Road Network 

 2008 Accident 
Numbers 

2009 Accident 
Numbers 

2010 Accident 
Numbers 

Three Year 
Total Accident 

Numbers 

Three Year 
Average Accident 

Rate per 100 
million veh. km 

Dual Single Dual Single Dual Single Dual Single Dual Single 

Scottish 499 1125 487 1101 459 946 1445 3172 7.4 19 



 2008 Accident 
Numbers 

2009 Accident 
Numbers 

2010 Accident 
Numbers 

Three Year 
Total Accident 

Numbers 

Three Year 
Average Accident 

Rate per 100 
million veh. km 

Dual Single Dual Single Dual Single Dual Single Dual Single 

Trunk 
Road 

Scottish 
Trunk 
Road 
(Fatal) 

13 39 11 43 14 40 38 122 0.2 0.7 

A1 Trunk 
Road 

26 17 25 17 27 13 78 47 7.35 17.6 

A1 Trunk 
Road 
(Fatal) 

1 0 0 0 0 3 1 3 0.09 1.12 

A1 
Dunbar to 
Border 

2 12 7 17 3 13 12 42 10.15 15.74 

A1 
Dunbar to 
Border 
(Fatal) 

0 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 0 1.12 

The rates that have been provided are based on 2009 annual average daily traffic flows and the last 
three full years’ accident statistics. This is the normal practice when providing accident rates across 
the trunk road network to ensure consistent approach when reporting on accident rates. 

The figures quoted may differ slightly from those published elsewhere because they were extracted 
on a different date and the database may have changed between the two dates, for example due to 
late returns or corrections to earlier returns. The rates are calculated using sample annual average 
daily traffic flows recorded in 2009. 

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
financial support or other assistance it or its agencies has given to companies in Mid Scotland and Fife 
in the last 12 months.  

 (S4W-447) 

Fergus Ewing: Since 2007 The Scottish Government has supported companies in Mid Scotland 
and Fife through a wide range of measures. Over the last 12 months these have included over 2,500 
modern apprentice placements in the region. 

Scottish Enterprise (SE) account manages some 273 companies in Mid Scotland and Fife providing 
intensive support to assist these companies in areas such as strategy development, business 
efficiency, organisational development and international activity ensuring growth potential is 
maximised. Scottish Development International has also been proactive in the area. 

The Scottish Manufacturing Advisory Service has also been working with companies throughout 
Scotland including the Mid Scotland and Fife Region to deliver efficiencies and productivity benefits. 

SE also supports key infrastructure projects such as the Energy Park Fife. SE agreed funding of £13 
million earlier this year which will be used to upgrade the quayside and undertake costal protection 
works. This investment will further secure Fife and Scotland’s future as a centre for the renewables 
sector. 

In 2010-11 the SMART: SCOTLAND technology grant scheme made 75 awards to projects within 
the five SE Regions which amounted to £7,419,780 in support. In the same time period the SE 
Research and Development scheme funded 103 awards in the five SE Regions amounting to 
£12,747,404. 

Details of all regional selective assistance awards accepted in Scotland by financial year are 
published at:  



http://www.scottish-enterprise.com/fund-your-business/rsa/rsa-reports.aspx. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
referenda have been organised by local authorities since May 1999, broken down by (a) local authority 
and (b) subject. 

 (S4W-506) 

Aileen Campbell: This information is not held centrally. Local referendums are a matter for 
individual local authorities. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which 
public body has responsibility for (a) organising, (b) monitoring and (c) meeting the costs of referenda 
organised by local authorities. 

 (S4W-507) 

Aileen Campbell: Local authorities are responsible for issues relating to any local referendums. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with (a) Aberdeen City Council and (b) other interested parties regarding 
holding a local referendum in the city. 

 (S4W-508) 

Aileen Campbell: No discussions have taken place with Aberdeen City Council about holding a 
local referendum. 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what target has been set regarding wattage from onshore wind farms and how this 
impacts on the projected number and locations of future developments. 

 (S4W-551) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has not set a specific target regarding wattage from 
onshore wind farms. 

The market will determine the specific technology mix to deliver the capacity required to deliver the 
equivalent of 100% of our electricity consumption by 2020. The Scottish Government will continue to 
deliver the stable and supportive economic environment necessary in order to allow the market to 
flourish. 

The Scottish Government recognises that it must achieve a balance in order to manage the 
challenge of the 2020 target for 100% of electricity consumption from renewables and the impacts this 
will have on the projected number and locations of future developments. 

The consents process is therefore subject to a programme of continuous improvement and there is 
currently a strong emphasis on promoting best practice, pre-application engagement and thorough 
scoping, in partnership with statutory consultees, to ensure that environmental and community issues 
are properly considered and land use is not compromised. 

As a result of our proactive approach to the consenting process the Scottish Government now leads 
and manages a European Commission-funded project, GP Wind. The project’s objective is to share 
and record best practice in reconciling objectives on wind energy with wider environmental objectives 
and in actively involving communities in planning and implementation. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it considers that small, independent businesses operating from higher rated premises or 
based in small units in prime locations are disadvantaged by the small business bonus scheme and, if 
so, how it will address this. 

http://www.scottish-enterprise.com/fund-your-business/rsa/rsa-reports.aspx


 (S4W-574) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-558 on 14 June 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
its living wage policy applies to wholly owned subsidiaries of public sector bodies. 

 (S4W-582) 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which 
public sector employees are covered by its living wage policy. 

 (S4W-584) 

John Swinney: Addressing low pay is one of our key objectives, because we believe in a strong 
Scottish economy and in promoting fairness and equity for all. We support the objectives and the 
recommendations of the Scottish living wage campaign to ensure that workers receive at least £7.15 
an hour. We have acted on that by requiring that all employers subject to our public sector pay policy 
for 2011-12 ensure they comply with this minimum pay rate. That covers the Scottish Government, its 
agencies, and the non-departmental public bodies for which we are responsible. It also covers 
subsidiaries of these bodies. 

In addition, we have made sure that from 1 April 2011 all NHS staff in Scotland earn above £7.15 
per hour. All teachers, firefighters and police officers earn above this level. 

Local authorities are self-governing bodes and set the terms and conditions under which staff are 
employed. However, I welcome the fact that a number of local authorities have already introduced a 
living wage and this government will continue to press all public sector employers to introduce the 
Scottish living wage. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding the impact of changes to housing benefit on 
residents of communities with high-cost housing. 

Holding answer issued: 14 June 2011 (S4W-391) 

Keith Brown: We wrote to the Lord Freud, Minister for Welfare Reform at the Department for Work 
and Pensions (DWP), on 20 December 2010 to express our significant concerns about the adverse 
consequences of the UK Government’s housing benefit reforms, and followed that by providing DWP 
officials with a full Scottish Impact Assessment paper. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/Supply-
Demand/Chma/Benefitchanges 

We anticipate that the raft of reforms will put considerable pressure on the availability of lower cost 
accommodation in many areas, not only in communities where housing costs are higher, and on 
services to support people suffering from financial or housing difficulties. It will adversely affect 
Scottish Government policies on the prevention of homelessness, the promotion of mixed 
communities, and the promotion of fair opportunities for disabled people. 

We have raised our concerns with DWP ministers and officials at various discussions since then, 
and will continue to take every opportunity available to us to do so. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what funding requests for treatments for ultra-orphan diseases it regards as being 
exceptional. 

Holding answer issued: 15 June 2011 (S4W-415) 

Nicola Sturgeon: It is a matter for individual clinical decision in discussion with each patient as to 
the most appropriate treatment in each case. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/Supply-Demand/Chma/Benefitchanges
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/Supply-Demand/Chma/Benefitchanges


Treatment(s) for people with rare diseases may be available locally, regionally, nationally and/or in 
some cases via UK specialised services through National Services Division of NHS National Services 
Scotland. Decisions regarding the provision of NHS services are a matter for NHS boards. 

As far as medicines are concerned, the Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) appraises all newly 
licensed, prescription only branded medicines for clinical and cost-effectiveness and publishes advice 
for NHS boards. The SMC operates independently from the Scottish Government and NHS boards are 
expected to follow SMC advice. 

Where a medicine has not been recommended for use within the NHS in Scotland by the SMC, NHS 
boards are not expected to make it routinely available. However, decisions regarding the provision of 
NHS services are a matter for NHS boards and all NHS boards have arrangements for clinically-led 
consideration of SMC “not recommended” medicines, including orphan medicines, for individual 
patients. The process for such consideration is known as Individual Patient Treatment Requests and 
clinicians are responsible for clinical decisions regarding the care of individual patients. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health, Wellbeing and Cities Strategy has met or  corresponded with representatives 
from Southern Cross Healthcare since May 2011 and, if so, (a) with whom this has been with, (b) on 
what dates and (c) what matters were discussed. 

 (S4W-512) 

Nicola Sturgeon: On 6 June 2011, I met with the Regional Director for Scotland and Northern 
Ireland from Southern Cross. 

On 13 June 2011, I met the Chief Executive of Southern Cross, and his Regional Director for 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

The following matters were discussed at both meetings; ensuring the continuity and quality of care 
for all Southern Cross care home residents in Scotland; the wellbeing of residents and staff in 
Southern Cross Homes during this period of uncertainty; the continuing partnership approach to 
contingency planning in Scotland. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what arrangements 
Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland is making to reinspect all Castlebeck-operated 
services in Scotland. 

 (S4W-535) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Castlebeck Care (Teasdale) Limited run four services in Scotland, three are 
registered with Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland (SCSWIS): Ranaich House, in 
Dunblane; Ellen Mhor, in Dundee; and Trinity House, in Lockerbie. The fourth service, Monroe House 
in Dundee, is an independent health care service registered with Health Improvement Scotland (HIS). 

Ranaich House is currently the subject of intensive inspection and monitoring by SCSWIS and its 
inspectors as part of SCSWIS’ assurance process. I understand from SCSWIS that Ellen Mhor and 
Trinity House have a good regulatory history of performance and will be inspected on an unannounced 
basis according to the schedule in SCSWIS’ inspection plan. Further, SCSWIS will carry out random 
sampling of good performing care services to check if performance is sustained over time. 

Monroe House will continue to be regulated and inspected by HIS. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many people have been cared for in (a) mental health facilities and (b) 
hospitals while waiting for a place in a care home in each month since May 2007. 

 (S4W-595) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The specific information requested is not available centrally. However, information 
is provided from the quarterly census on delayed discharges and includes details on all patients 
delayed and awaiting placement in a care home on the census dates. 



NHS Delayed Discharges; Numbers Waiting for a Care Home Place by Specialty: April 2007 to April 
2011 Census 

Census  All Specialties Non Mental Health 
Specialties 

General 
Psychiatry 

Psychiatry of Old 
Age 

April 2007  357 270              15               72  

July 2007  515 407              13               95  

October 2007  524 425              10               89  

January 2008  406 321              17               68  

April 2008  160 127                7               26  

July 2008  241 191                7               43  

October 2008  285 236                3               46  

January 2009  182 148                5               29  

April 2009  180 135                6               39  

July 2009  258 217                5               36  

October 2009  261 217                2               42  

January 2010  183 152                2               29  

April 2010  165 125                3               37  

July 2010  239 194                1               44  

October 2010  349 284                6               59  

January 2011  287 248                4               35  

April 2011  234 205                 -               29  

Source: Delayed Discharges Census, ISD Scotland. 

Ref: IR2011-01384/S4W-00595. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what resources it has 
allocated to the development of its cities strategy. 

 (S4W-598) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The cities strategy provides the mechanism to identify city priorities and the 
forthcoming spending review will provide the opportunity to ensure budgets are aligned with these 
priorities. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will replace Professor John Savill as Chief Scientist in its health directorates, given that the 
post has been vacant since October 2010, and, if so, when.   

 (S4W-602) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government is currently considering the provision of scientific 
advice. The Chief Scientist post is part of that consideration and an announcement on the outcome 
will be made shortly. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it has taken to 
protect the safety of residents in the care of Peacock Medicare Ltd other than those formerly resident 
at the Elsie Inglis Nursing Home. 

 (S4W-603) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Peacock Medicare Ltd has two other care homes in Scotland, both of which are 
registered with Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland (SCSWIS). These are Peacock 
Nursing Home and Woodlands Nursing Home, both in Livingston. Both care homes received grades of 
“good” and/or “very good” in their last inspections, which were carried out by SCSWIS’ predecessor, 
the Care Commission. 

SCSWIS will continue to inspect these services on an announced basis according to the schedule in 
its inspection plan. Further, SCSWIS will carry out random sampling of good performing care services 
to check if performance is sustained over time. We are confident that SCSWIS will promptly take the 



necessary steps if there are concerns about the safety and wellbeing of the residents in these 
establishments. 

 

David McLetchie (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what capital receipts were generated by each territorial NHS board from the sale of land 
and property in each of the last four financial years. 

 (S4W-604) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Capital receipts generated from the sale of land and property are included in a 
total figure for the “proceeds of disposal of property, plant and equipment” in a line in the audited 
annual Cash Flow Statement of individual territorial NHS boards. NHS boards are individually audited 
and they prepare and publish a set of annual accounts on their website. These can be collectively 
found at: 

http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/organisations/index.aspx. 

 

Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what guidance it has issued in relation to the provision of health facilities in new developments via the 
planning gain mechanism. 

 (S4W-612) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Planning gain or developer contributions are generally obtained through the use 
of legal agreements called planning obligations. The Scottish Government has not issued specific 
guidance regarding the provision of health facilities but guidance on the use of such agreements is set 
out in Planning Circular 1/2010: Planning Agreements, which can be viewed at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/01/27103054/0. 

 

Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many children under the age of 16 have been registered as a carer for an adult relative in each 
local authority area in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-613) 

Nicola Sturgeon: There is no formal register of young carers. 

The 2001 Census identified 16,701 children and young people in Scotland who were providing 
unpaid care. However young carers are sometimes difficult to identify and other studies suggest that 
there could be between 80,000 and 115,000 young carers in Scotland. 

The Scottish Government is introducing a classification of “young carers” into the 2012 school 
census, which will report on the numbers of young carers who have been identified in schools. This 
will help raise awareness of young carers, resulting in more being identified and supported.  

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) heart-
beating and (b) non-heart-beating organ donations there have been in each month since August 2009 
and what information it has on the figures for the United Kingdom. 

 (S4W-655) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The information the member has requested is detailed in the following tables. 

Table 1: Donation after Brain Death: Solid Organ Heart-beating Donors 

  UK 
 

Scotland 
 

August 2009 51 3 

September 2009 54 5 

October 2009 61 3 

November 2009 52 3 

http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/organisations/index.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/01/27103054/0


  UK 
 

Scotland 
 

December 2009 63 6 

January 2010 59 5 

February 2010 43 1 

March 2010 54 2 

April 2010 45 6 

May 2010 57 5 

June 2010 56 4 

July 2010 50 1 

August 2010 50 6 

September 2010 47 8 

October 2010 57 3 

November 2010 66 6 

December 2010 59 2 

January 2011 47 1 

February 2011 56 3 

March 2011 47 4 

April 2011 57 4 

May 2011 69 5 

Total 1,200 86 

Source: NHS Blood and Transplant. 

Table 2: Donation after Circulatory Death:  Solid Organ Non-Heart-beating donors 

  UK 
 

Scotland 
 

August 2009 26 3 

September 2009 18 2 

October 2009 25 1 

November 2009 31 2 

December 2009 29 0 

January 2010 31 2 

February 2010 32 1 

March 2010 34 1 

April 2010 34 2 

May 2010 32 4 

June 2010 25 0 

July 2010 26 1 

August 2010 27 5 

September 2010 29 0 

October 2010 34 1 

November 2010 38 1 

December 2010 30 1 

January 2011 35 2 

February 2011 30 1 

March 2011 33 0 

April 2011 31 2 

May 2011 33 1 

Total 663 33 

Source: NHS Blood and Transplant. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the Scottish 
Transplant Group has met; who attended each meeting, and what was discussed since May 2009. 

 (S4W-656) 



Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Transplant Group meets quarterly and its membership is drawn from 
the organ donation and transplant community in Scotland, including representatives of patients, the 
public and donor families, each of the transplant units in Scotland, NHS organisations such as the 
Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service, NHS Blood and Transplant and the Human Tissue 
Authority, professional organisations such as the Scottish Intensive Care Society and the Clinical 
Leads for Organ Donation and Specialist Nurses – Organ Donation.  

The group’s remit is to provide advice and make recommendations to the Scottish Government on 
all matters relating to organ and tissue donation and transplantation, and its agendas reflect that remit. 
In January 2008, I asked the group to take on the additional task of overseeing the implementation in 
Scotland of the recommendations from the first report of the UK Organ Donation Taskforce. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress it has 
made on implementing the recommendations of the UK Organ Donation Taskforce. 

 (S4W-657) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government continues to work with NHS Boards and others to 
implement the recommendations of the UK Organ Donation Taskforce. There has been significant 
progress in improving the infrastructure across NHSScotland, as part of the process of removing the 
barriers to organ donation. In particular, there are now organ donation committees in each mainland 
NHS board, with appropriate links to the island boards. Each major hospital now has a Clinical Lead 
for Organ Donation, and an additional six Specialist Nurses – Organ Donation have been appointed. 

There are promising signs that, as a result of these developments, we are moving in the right 
direction, with an increase in donor numbers in 2010-11 compared to the previous year. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to 
move to an opt-out system of organ donation. 

 (S4W-658) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has no current plans to change to opting-out as the 
basis of organ donation in Scotland. We shall to continue to focus on the work currently in hand to 
implement the recommendations of the UK Organ Donation Taskforce. We remain confident that all 
the arrangements that have been put in place, and those that are planned, will produce real increases 
in transplantation activity. However, we have not ruled out legislative change in future. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many people have 
volunteered for organ donation in each month since October 2009 and what information it has on the 
figures for the United Kingdom. 

 (S4W-659) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Information on the number of registrations on the NHS organ donor register for 
each month since October 2009 is provided in the following table. 

 UK 
 

Scotland 
 

October 2009 96,302 13,408 

November 2009 110,566 16,444 

December 2009 117,529 11,391 

January 2010 112,941 10,074 

February 2010 112,258 9,454 

March 2010 120,327 17,687 

April 2010 43,836 5,988 

May 2010 33,385 137 

June 2010 33 1 

July 2010 79,490 7,821 

August 2010 242,683 8,417 

September 2010 65,506 20,821 



 UK 
 

Scotland 
 

October 2010 109,025 11,196 

November 2010 126,634 26,328 

December 2010 70,249 18,719 

January 2011 60,298 7,765 

February 2011 77,502 13 

March 2011 21,577 9,851 

April 2011 26,189 2,431 

May 2011 194,388 16,898 

Total 1,820,718 214,844 

Source: NHS Blood and Transplant.  

Notes:  

1.  Registrations were low from April to June 2010 due to a DVLA coding error. The backlog was then 
cleared in August 2010. 

2.  Registrations were low in March and April 2011 due to essential maintenance work on the Register. 
The backlog was cleared in May 2011. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the budget for 
organ donation advertising has been in each of the last five years for which figures are available. 

 (S4W-660) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The information requested is available on the Scottish Government website, 
where details advertising spend from 2004-05 onwards is published. It can be accessed at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Directorates/Communications/advertising-marketing/spend 

Raising awareness of organ donation is a statutory responsibility on Scottish Ministers under the 
Human Tissue (Scotland) Act 2006. This, coupled with the Scottish Government’s strong commitment 
to implementing the recommendations of the UK Organ Donation Taskforce, has resulted in a 
sequence of high-profile media and advertising campaigns. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the level of sickness absence in the NHS has been in each of the last five 
years, expressed as a percentage. 

 (S4W-722) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The latest available information for sickness absence across NHSScotland is 
given in the following table. As can be seen, the rate of sickness absence has fallen from a high of 
5.55% in 2007 to 4.75% in 2010 and this represents over 1 million more hours being available to 
NHSScotland. 

Years Ending 31 March 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Scotland 5.23% 5.55% 5.28% 4.95% 4.75% 

These figures represent the hours lost to sickness absence as a percentage of the total available 
hours. 

The absence rate for year ending 31 March 2011 will be published on 28 June 2011. 

Further information on the statistics, including information on how the data is collected and notes to 
aid interpretation, is given in the “Background” section of the Workforce Statistics website at: 

www.isdscotland.org/workforce. 

Justice 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what progress has been made on developing proposals for further research into the 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Directorates/Communications/advertising-marketing/spend
http://www.isdscotland.org/workforce


religious context of religiously aggravated offences, as committed to following the Cabinet meeting of 
15 March 2011. 

 (S4W-420) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government is reviewing the existing analysis on religiously 
aggravated offences (under Section 74 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003), and what 
additional information could usefully be captured in future analyses. Progress is being made and this 
work will be completed by the end of 2011. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many times local licensing boards have used their powers under the Licensing 
(Scotland) Act 2005 to apply for restrictions based on age to licensing applications for off-trade sales. 

 (S4W-524) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what criteria local licensing boards have to consider before using the powers laid 
out under the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 to apply for restrictions based on age to licensing 
applications for off-trade sales. 

 (S4W-525) 

Kenny MacAskill: In applying any condition to a premises licence at application or following a 
review, a licensing board must judge whether the steps are necessary for the promotion of the 
licensing objectives of preventing crime and disorder; securing public safety; preventing public 
nuisance; protecting and improving public health; and protecting children from harm. 

A board cannot impose any condition which is inconsistent with any condition to which the premises 
licence is subject by virtue of section 27(1) of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, or prescribed in 
regulations. A board cannot impose any condition which would have the effect of making any such 
condition more onerous or more restrictive, or which relates to a matter (such as planning, building 
control or food hygiene) which is regulated under another enactment. 

Statutory Guidance issued by the Government to which licensing boards must have regard also 
states that in applying other conditions a licensing board should do so in line with its licensing policy 
and the licensing objectives of the Act. It must also apply conditions fairly across the sector so as not 
to disadvantage one premises against another. This requirement does not however prevent a 
licensing board from seeking to tackle a problem particular to a certain premises. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what evidence local licensing boards have to collect before using their powers 
under the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 to apply for restrictions based on age to licensing applications 
for off-trade sales. 

 (S4W-526) 

Kenny MacAskill: It for a licensing board to satisfy itself that it has the necessary evidence to 
defend a decision should it be appealed. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what consultation local licensing boards have to carry out before using their powers 
under the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 to apply for restrictions based on age to licensing applications 
for off-trade sales. 

 (S4W-527) 

Kenny MacAskill: Under the terms of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, before taking a decision 
on a licensing application a licensing board must invite representations from statutory consultees 
which include notifiable neighbours; community councils; the local authority; the chief constable; the 



fire master and, from 1 October 2011, the NHS board. Any other person may submit a representation 
within the required deadlines for an application hearing. All representations are made available to the 
applicant before the hearing. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how challenges can be made to decisions by local licensing boards to use their 
powers under the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 to apply for restrictions based on age to licensing 
applications for off-trade sales. 

 (S4W-528) 

Kenny MacAskill: The premises licence applicant or holder may appeal a licensing board’s decision 
through the courts by the processes provided for by the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is 
regarding the arming of transport police officers in Scotland in light of the Secretary of State for 
Transport confirming that British Transport Police in London are to be issued with firearms. 

 (S4W-550) 

Kenny MacAskill: There are no current plans to arm British Transport Police officers based in 
Scotland. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether any of the changes to animal health and welfare legislation that it is considering deal with the 
prevention of the spread of animal diseases to Scotland’s islands or other animal disease prevention 
measures specifically for the islands. 

 (S4W-541) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Executive is currently considering proposals for new animal health 
legislation which if introduced would cover the whole of Scotland and as a result deal with the 
prevention of the spread of animal diseases to Scotland’s islands. There are no proposals for islands 
specific measures. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will be 
participating in the United Nations Earth Summit 2012 and, if so, whether it will be represented by 
ministers or officials. 

 (S4W-667) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Scottish Government is giving active consideration to Scotland’s 
involvement in this summit, but a decision has not yet been taken as to Ministerial representation at 
the event. We would be happy to update the member in due course. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what input it 
intends to make to the UK Government’s contribution to the United Nations Earth Summit 2012 and 
whether there will be a role for civil society to help shape this input. 

 (S4W-668) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Scottish Government is giving active consideration to how best Scotland 
can make an input to this summit. Details have not yet been determined but we would be happy to 
provide the member with an update in due course. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-448 


