
Wednesday 15 June 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the impact will be on the number of students attending universities in Scotland 
from the rest of the United Kingdom of its proposal to increase their tuition fees by up to 250%. 

 (S4W-454) 

Michael Russell: We are working on proposals for tuition fees for students from other parts of the 
United Kingdom and will announce them in due course. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the predicted level of 
financial support provided to each university by the Scottish Funding Council will be in each of the next 
four years. 

 

 (S4W-471) 

Michael Russell: The budget allocation to higher education institutions is a matter for the Scottish 
Funding Council, not Scottish ministers. The Scottish Funding Council’s budget will be decided as part 
of the forthcoming Spending Review. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether withdrawing 
courses in geography, sociology, community education and music at the University of Strathclyde will 
result in a reduction in its funding from the Scottish Funding Council. 

 (S4W-472) 

Michael Russell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-467 on 10 June 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, using the weighted 
student units of measurement methodology, how much funding from the Scottish Funding Council is 
predicted for each college in each of the next four years. 

 (S4W-474) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, using the weighted 
student units of measurement methodology, how much funding the Scottish Funding Council provided 
to each college in the last five years. 

 (S4W-476) 

Alasdair Allan: The funding of individual colleges is the responsibility of the Scottish Funding 
Council. I have asked the council’s Chief Executive to write to the member. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what assessment it has 
made to ensure that a £10.4 million reduction in funding to the further education sector in the 2011-12 
budget will not result in a reduction in further education places. 

 (S4W-475) 

Alasdair Allan: The college sector has agreed that core student places will be maintained in 2011-
12. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how the weighted student 
units of measurement methodology was used to calculate the levels of financial support provided to 
each college. 

 (S4W-477) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the weighted 
student units of measurement methodology is disadvantageous to some colleges if it is not providing a 
sufficient level of financial support required to meet their obligations. 

 (S4W-478) 

Alasdair Allan: The funding of individual colleges, and the methodology used in doing so, is the 
responsibility of the Scottish Funding Council. I have asked the council’s Chief Executive to write to 
the member. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many teacher training course places (a) it and (b) the Scottish Funding Council have funded in 
each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-480) 

Michael Russell: The following table shows the number of Bachelor of Education/MA (four years) 
and Professional Graduate Diploma in Education (one year) course places funded by the Scottish 
Funding Council through its main teaching grant in the General Fund for Universities and those over 
baseline numbers funded separately by the Scottish Government in each of the last five years. 

Total Full-Time Equivalent BEd/MA and PGDE Student Places, 2006-07 to 2010-11 

Academic Year Scottish Funding 
Council Funded 

Places 

Scottish Government 
Funded Places 

Total 

2006-07 4,327 2,055 6,382 

2007-08 4,407 1,255 5,662 

2008-09 4,396 1,709 6,105 

2009-10 4,449 1,742 6,191 

2010-11 4,398 511 4,909 

 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many teacher training course places (a) it and (b) the Scottish Funding Council will fund in 2011-
12. 

 (S4W-481) 

Michael Russell: The following table shows the number of Bachelor of Education/MA (four years) 
and Professional Graduate Diploma in Education (one year) course places the Scottish Funding 
Council will fund through its main teaching grant in the General Fund for Universities and those over 
baseline numbers which will be funded separately by the Scottish Government in 2011-12.  

Total Full-Time Equivalent BEd/MA and PGDE Student Places, 2011-12 

Academic Year Scottish Funding 
Council Funded 

Places 

Scottish Government 
Funded Places 

Total 

2011-12 4,416 442 4,858 

 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many people have taken teacher training courses in each year since 2009-10, broken down by 
institution. 



 (S4W-482) 

Michael Russell: The following table shows how many students entered four year Bachelor of 
Education/MA and one year full-time and two year part-time Professional Graduate Diploma in 
Education courses by institution since 2009-10. 

BEd/MA and PGDE Intakes 

University Academic Year 

2009-10 2010-11 

Aberdeen  491 386 

Dundee  291 135 

Edinburgh  784 459 

Glasgow  699 429 

Stirling 65 48 

Strathclyde 1,053 168 

West of Scotland  270 691 

Total 3,653 2,316 

Notes:  

The Open University offers a PGDE maths course (five to 10 places have been available). No 
returns have been received confirming numbers each year entering the course. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many applications for places on teacher training courses there have been in each of the last five 
years. 

 (S4W-483) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government does not hold complete data on the number of 
applications for places on teacher training courses. However, the following table shows the data we do 
hold based on annual returns from higher education institutions. The returns do not always cover all 
institutions or courses. They also include people applying to two or more institutions who will therefore 
be counted twice or more often. 

Academic 
Year 

Application 
Numbers 

2006-07 19,635 

2007-08 19,182 

2008-09 16,386 

2009-10 15,200 

2010-11 14,626 

 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether every trainee teacher who successfully completes their probation at the end of 2010-11 will 
be guaranteed a post in 2011-12. 

 (S4W-485) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government’s commitment to teacher employment has now been 
agreed by all three parties to the Scottish Negotiating Committee for Teachers. The agreement will 
ensure that there will be a sufficient number of vacancies for all teachers seeking employment in 2011 
to apply for. 

Recruitment to these vacancies will be in accordance with each local authority’s existing locally 
agreed procedures which need to comply with current equality and employment legislation. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many trainee teachers will be on their probationary year in 2011-12. 

 (S4W-486) 



Michael Russell: In May 2011 2,218 potential probationary teachers were allocated places on the 
Teacher Induction Scheme for 2011-12. The number that finally take up their places cannot be 
confirmed until the start of the new school term in August 2011. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many (a) trainee teachers will complete their probationary year in 2011-12 and (b) teaching posts 
will be available. 

 (S4W-487) 

Michael Russell: In May 2011, 2,218 potential probationary teachers were allocated places on the 
Teacher Induction Scheme for 2011-12. The number who start, and successfully complete, their 
probationary year cannot be confirmed until the start and end of the 2011-12 school year respectively. 

The number of teaching posts that will available for the school year 2012-13 will depend on local 
authorities’ recruitment needs at that time. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how it supports apprenticeships in the textile industry. 

 (S4W-502) 

Dr Alasdair Allan: The textile industry may have benefited from the use of generic frameworks such 
as Management or Business Admin. 

There is currently no approved modern apprenticeship framework in place specifically for the textile 
industry. However, Skillset is the sector skills council with responsibility for developing qualifications 
pathways and modern apprenticeship frameworks for the creative media, fashion and textile sectors. 
Skillset have undertaken a recent consultation with employers in the sector, and have established 
sufficient demand for the development of apprenticeship frameworks at SVQ levels 2 and 3 covering 
textiles, apparel, footwear/leather and laundry and dry-cleaning. 

I understand that Skillset hope to submit these frameworks to the Modern Apprenticeship Group in 
July 2011 for approval. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how many apprenticeships in the textile industry it has funded in 
the Scottish Borders in each of the last four years. 

 (S4W-503) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government does not hold apprentice information centrally. I will ask 
the Chief Executive of Skills Development Scotland to write to the member with any information he 
can provide. However, please note that as in the answer to question S4W-502 on 15 June 2011 there 
is currently no modern apprenticeship framework in place specifically for the textile industry. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how it supports apprenticeships in (a) carpet fitting and (b) 
flooring. 

 (S4W-504) 

Alasdair Allan: Carpet fitting and flooring fall within the Floorcovering Occupations pathway in both 
the level 2 and level 3 Construction Modern Apprenticeship frameworks. 

In Scotland, all apprentices aged 16 to 19, and those aged 20 and above following an approved 
construction framework are eligible for support from the Scottish Government. The funding represents 
a contribution towards the cost of training the apprentice, with the employer retaining responsibility for 
paying the apprentice’s wages, as well as any balance of training costs. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how it promotes skills development in the textile industry in the 
Scottish Borders. 

 (S4W-505) 

Alasdair Allan: As in the rest of Scotland, the Scottish Government offers a range of interventions 
to support skills development across sectors. As well as national training programmes such as Modern 
Apprenticeships, Training for Work and Get Ready for Work, employers can also benefit from flexible 
training opportunities to address identified skills needs within their workforce. All of these schemes are 
promoted through the relevant sector skills councils, Skills Development Scotland and their partners, 
including business organisations such as the Federation of Small Businesses, CBI and chambers of 
commerce. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will instruct 
the developers of the Beauly to Denny power line to underground it in the Stirling area. 

Holding answer issued: 26 May 2011 (S4W-22) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish ministers have no power to instruct the developers of the Beauly to Denny 
power line to underground the line, but recognise the need to reduce the impact of the line in the 
Stirling area. This is why we chose to impose Condition 19 of the consent upon the developer, 
requiring a Stirling Visual Mitigation Scheme, specifically for the purpose of mitigating the visual 
impact at Stirling, in addition to a Stirling Rationalisation Scheme, condition 18, to deal with the 
cumulative impacts of wirescape in the area. 

Following submission of formal proposals from Scottish Power Transmissions (SPT) for the Stirling 
Visual Mitigation Scheme in March 2011, Scottish Ministers issued a request to Scottish Power 
Transmission and Stirling Council to work together to re-examine all the options, because ministers 
are determined that all options, including undergrounding have been, or are fully considered before 
any subsequent proposals are considered. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive for what government agencies and 
bodies it can directly set the wages and salaries. 

Holding answer issued: 3 June 2011 (S4W-100) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government sets directly the wages and salaries for staff below senior 
civil service in its core directorates: 

Permanent Secretary; 
DG Enterprise and Environment; 
DG Finance; 
DG Governance and Communities; 
DG Health and Social Care; 
DG Learning and Justice; 
and in the following Agencies and Non-Ministerial offices: 
Scottish Public Pensions Agency; 
Student Awards Agency for Scotland; 
Transport Scotland; 
Disclosure Scotland; 
Accountant in Bankruptcy; 
National Records of Scotland; 
HM Inspectorate of Education; 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator, and 
Scottish Housing Regulator 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to 
upgrade annually in line with inflation the living wage paid to its core staff.  



Holding answer issued: 10 June 2011 (S4W-262) 

John Swinney: All staff in the Scottish Government main bargaining unit (including staff in the core 
directorates) currently receive a salary above the Scottish living wage of £7.15 per hour. Any change 
to salary rates would be considered as part of the normal pay review process in discussion with the 
Scottish Government trade unions and taking account of the public sector pay policy applying at that 
time. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether the owners of the homes affected must unanimously agree a maintenance plan, or 
if a majority will suffice, when a maintenance order pertaining to a communally owned property is 
issued under the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006. 

 (S4W-461) 

Keith Brown: Home owners are responsible for the maintenance of their property. Under Part 1 of 
the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006, local authorities can issue a maintenance order requiring owners to 
prepare a maintenance plan to ensure houses are maintained to a reasonable standard. The plan 
must be submitted to the local authority for approval. Where property is communally owned and there 
are three or more owners, the local authority may approve a plan only if a majority of owners are 
content with it. If owners cannot agree a plan, or a plan is unsuitable, the local authority can substitute 
its own plan. Owners have a right of appeal to the Sheriff if they are unhappy with a decision to 
approve or devise a maintenance plan. 

The Scottish Government has published guidance for local authorities on the use of maintenance 
orders.  This is available at: 

www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/03/25154634/0.  

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many homes have received grants under the Energy Assistance Package in each local authority area 
in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-554) 

Alex Neil: The Energy Assistance Package was introduced in April 2009. The Energy Assistance 
Package offers a much broader range of support to a wider group of people than the previous Central 
Heating Programme and Warm Deal, including: energy advice, help to maximise income, help to 
reduce energy costs and installation of insulation and heating systems. This help is available to 
eligible older people and families. The following table shows the number of homes that received 
Scottish Government funded heating systems or insulation under the 2009-10 budget. A report on 
installations under the 2010-11 budget will be issued this summer. 

Aberdeen City  325 

Aberdeenshire 519 

Angus 362 

Argyll and Bute 305 

Clackmannanshire 112 

Dumfries and Galloway 558 

Dundee City  421 

East Ayrshire 248 

East Dunbartonshire  285 

East Lothian  192 

East Renfrewshire  237 

Edinburgh, City of 838 

Eilean Siar 255 

Falkirk  337 

Fife  863 

Glasgow City  1,219 

Highland  820 

Inverclyde 236 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/03/25154634/0


Midlothian  184 

Moray 330 

North Ayrshire 426 

North Lanarkshire  741 

Orkney Islands  76 

Perth and Kinross 402 

Renfrewshire 437 

Scottish Borders 270 

Shetland Islands  26 

South Ayrshire 413 

South Lanarkshire  780 

Stirling  319 

West Dunbartonshire  225 

West Lothian  239 

Scotland  13,000 

 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many homes have received assistance under the Home Insulation Scheme in each local authority 
area in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-555) 

Alex Neil: The Home Insulation Scheme began in November 2009. Since then, the Scottish 
Government has supported the development of the programme which has enabled around 390,000 
homes across Scotland to be offered energy efficiency advice, and where appropriate discounted or 
free insulation measures and interest free loans together with referrals to other schemes such as the 
Energy Assistance Package. 29 local authorities have chosen to participate in the scheme and the 
number of properties which received an offer of assistance in each participating area is as follows. 

Local Authority Properties 
2009-10 

Properties 
2010-11 

Total Properties 

Aberdeenshire  15,927 15,927 

Angus 12,541 11,901 24,442 

Argyll and Bute  6,943 6,943 

City of Edinburgh 12,842 12,580 25,422 

Clackmannanshire  11,705 11,705 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 9,459 2,674 12,133 

Dumfries and Galloway  35,492 35,492 

Dundee 8,930 7,432 16,362 

East Ayrshire  9,391 9,391 

East Dunbartonshire  12,330 12,330 

East Lothian  5,498 5,498 

East Renfrewshire  10,507 10,507 

Falkirk  13,632 13,632 

Fife 8,622 6,414 15,036 

Glasgow 13,510 7,108 20,618 

Highland 8,682 4,987 13,669 

Midlothian  10,884 10,884 

Moray  6,840 6,840 

North Lanarkshire  8,384 8,384 

Orkney 858 8,672 9,530 

Perth and Kinross  14,584 14,584 

Renfrewshire  11,982 11,982 

Scottish Borders  9,287 9,287 

Shetland  8,071 8,071 

South Ayrshire  3,795 3,795 

South Lanarkshire 1,374  1,374 

Stirling 18,550 19,815 38,365 



Local Authority Properties 
2009-10 

Properties 
2010-11 

Total Properties 

West Dunbartonshire  12,770 12,770 

West Lothian  8,969 8,969 

Total 95,368 298,574 393,942 

 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will extend the Home Insulation Scheme to other areas during the current parliamentary 
session. 

 (S4W-556) 

Alex Neil: The Home Insulation Scheme is being wound down and will not continue in 2011-12. In 
March 2011 I announced that the Universal Home Insulation Scheme (UHIS), offering free energy 
efficiency measures, would operate in 20011-12. UHIS allows local authorities to deliver schemes in 
line with local priorities under the Home Energy Scotland banner. An announcement on the detail of 
the scheme will be made shortly. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will reopen the boiler scrappage scheme and, if so, from what date. 

 (S4W-557) 

Alex Neil: The decision to reopen the boiler scrappage scheme in 2011-12, supported by £2.5 
million of Scottish Government funding, was announced on 19 March 2011. An announcement on 
when the scheme will reopen for new applications will be made shortly. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive who the members of its 
Welfare Reform Scrutiny Group are; on what dates the group has met, and what the objectives of 
these meetings were. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2011 (S4W-272) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Along with CPSLA, the Scottish Government invited key stakeholders with an 
interest in welfare matters to participate in a Welfare Reform Scrutiny Group. These are: 

One Parent Families Scotland; 
Scottish Campaign on Welfare Reform; 
Equality and Humans Rights Commission; 
Rights Advice Scotland; 
Citizens Advice Scotland; 
Independent Living in Scotland; 
Carers Scotland; 
Scottish Council of Voluntary Organizations; 
Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy; 
Child Poverty Action Group (Scotland), and 
Emeritus Professor Adrian Sinfield, University of Edinburgh 

This group has met twice, in February and May 2011. 

The group will help develop a shared understanding of the likely impact of welfare changes on 
particular groups, geographies, policies and services in Scotland and explore the potential for 
collaboration in our efforts to exert positive change on emerging policy and legislation in respect of 
welfare reform. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it was first 
informed of problems at the Elsie Inglis Nursing Home and what action it took. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2011 (S4W-279) 



Nicola Sturgeon: As the First Minister explained during First Minister’s Question Time on 2 June 
2011, Edinburgh City Council received a complaint about the standards of care within Elsie Inglis on 
25 March 2011 and the regulator undertook a full inspection in April 2011. On 12 May 2011 the City of 
Edinburgh Council and NHS Lothian put their own staff into the home. This is how regulation is meant 
to work. 

The Scottish Government was made aware of the situation on 17 May 2011 and immediately made 
contact with the regulatory body, Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
measures it is taking to ensure that patient safety is not jeopardised and that unacceptable variations 
in practice do not emerge following the cancellation of the Scottish Arthroplasty Project. 

 (S4W-419) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Arthroplasty Project has not been cancelled. 

 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive at what point after the last routine inspection of 2010 a complaint was first received 
concerning the Elsie Inglis Nursing Home. 

 (S4W-432) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Care Commission received a complaint about the service on 9 November 
2010. 

 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many people under 60 with learning disabilities resided in the Elsie Inglis Care Home at 
the beginning of 2011.  

 (S4W-462) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The City of Edinburgh Council has confirmed that there was one person under 60 
with learning disabilities in Elsie Inglis Nursing Home at the beginning of 2011. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how it plans to reduce the number of emergency admissions for over-65s to acute 
hospitals. 

 (S4W-500) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The central principle of the Reshaping Care for Older People programme is the 
Scottish Government’s objective to provide care and support for older people, as far as possible, 
within the community or another homely setting. This objective includes reducing the number of days 
that people over 75 years of age spend in hospital following emergency admission, as well as 
reducing unplanned admissions to hospital and improving anticipatory and preventative care. 

The Change Fund for Older People’s Services (£70 million for Scotland in 2011-12) is being used by 
local partnerships (NHS boards, local authorities, third and independent sectors) as bridging finance to 
help bring about this change more quickly and effectively. The Scottish Government is supporting local 
partnerships, via the Joint improvement Team and Quality and Efficiency Support Team, as they 
develop and implement a range of actions to: 

improve the health and wellbeing of older people at home; 
support people who need additional support to remain at home, along with their carers; 
ensure that decisions made at points of transition, including when an emergency admission to 

hospital is being considered, take account of all appropriate options, and 
assure the quality of care and support at the time of discharge and beyond. 

Taking action across the spectrum of activity and support in this way provides a sustainable 
approach to reducing emergency admissions and the length of stays in hospital associated with such 



admissions. Progress will be measured via the NHS HEAT system, and reported on Scotland 
Performs. 

More broadly, integration of health and social care is a priority for the Scottish Government in this 
term, and work will be taken forward in the coming months to develop proposals that will improve 
support for older people in particular. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many older people received care in their own homes in each of the last five 
years. 

 (S4W-501) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The following table provides information on the number of people aged 65 and 
over who received care at home services provided or purchased by local authorities in each of the last 
five years. Care at home includes both personal and non-personal care services. 

Year Clients 

2010 53,660 

2009 54,718 

2008 55,338 

2007 56,701 

2006 57,187 

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive on what date did the 
care inspectorate become aware of concerns at Elsie Inglis Nursing Home; what was the nature of 
these concerns and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-509) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I understand from Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland that 
concerns were first raised with the Care Commission in a complaint on 9 November 2010. The 
complaint related to communication and general health and welfare issues. The complaint was 
investigated by the Care Commission and overall the complaint was partially upheld. 

Since the events which took place at the Elsie Inglis Nursing Home currently form part of an 
investigation by Lothian and Borders Police we are limited in what we can say. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what concerns 
regarding the Elsie Inglis Nursing Home have been raised directly with it, broken down by (a) with 
whom  the complaint was raised and (b) on what date. 

 (S4W-510) 

Nicola Sturgeon: No complaints or concerns were received directly by the Scottish Government in 
respect of the Elsie Inglis Nursing Home.  

For more information about the concerns raised in respect of the Elsie Inglis Nursing Home, I refer 
the member to the answer to question S4W-279 on 15 June 2011. All answers to written parliamentary 
questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
Castlebeck Care homes there are in Scotland and how many residents are in each, broken down by 
location. 

 (S4W-533) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Castlebeck Care (Teasdale) Limited provides four services in Scotland, three 
care homes which are registered with Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland, and an 
independent healthcare service which is registered with Healthcare Improvement Scotland. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


The three care homes are: Ellen Mhor in Dundee, which currently has 11 residents; Ranaich House 
in Dunblane with 10 residents; and Trinity House in Lockerbie, with 13 residents. The independent 
health care service, Monroe House in Dundee, currently hosts 24 residents. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when each of the 
Castlebeck Care homes in Scotland was last inspected and what  grading it received. 

 (S4W-534) 

Nicola Sturgeon: All four services provided by Castlebeck were last inspected by the Care 
Commission whose regulatory functions for care services were taken over by Social Care and Social 
Work Improvement Scotland (SCSWIS) on 1 April 2011. 

Details of the dates of inspections and the gradings awarded are set out in the following table: 

Name of Service Last Inspection Date Gradings Awarded 

Ellen Mhor 
Dundee 

8 November 2010 Very good 

Trinity House 
Lockerbie 

20 December 2010 Very good 

Raniach House 
Dunblane 

16 November 2010 Weak 

Monroe House 
Dundee 

15 December 2010 Good 

The Commission carried out a further follow up visit to Raniach House on 30 March 2011 where they 
noted that improvements were being made. SCSWIS are monitoring this service closely to ensure that 
improvements are made and sustained. 

Any future inspections to Monroe House in Dundee will be undertaken by Healthcare Improvement 
Scotland. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the average waiting time has been for orthopaedic treatment in each NHS 
board in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-594) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Median waiting times are collected from the New Ways of Defining and 
Measuring Waiting Times which was introduced on 1 January 2008. Prior to that date median waits 
were collected from Scottish Morbidity Records which is not directly comparable with New Ways data. 
The median waiting time for patients undergoing orthopaedic inpatient and day case treatment by 
NHS board in each calendar year since 2008 is provided in the following table. 

NHS Board 2008 
(Days) 

2009 
(Days) 

2010 
(Days) 

Ayrshire and Arran 67 64 54 

Borders 64 58 53 

Dumfries and Galloway 73 55 51 

Fife 57 62 52 

Forth Valley 82 60 52 

Grampian 69 66 61 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 72 62 47 

Highland 70 56 49 

Lanarkshire 76 54 47 

Lothian 85 69 61 

Orkney * * * 

Shetland 36 50 34 

Tayside 63 54 43 

Western Isles 58 45 37 

Scotland 71 61 51 



Source: The Waiting Times Data Warehouse, ISD Scotland. 

Note: *Information not provided because the number of cases is less than 50. Median waits from a 
small number of cases has the potential to mislead as only one or two cases which have either a very 
short wait or extremely long waits can significantly alter the “typical” wait. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many 999 calls have been diverted away from the ambulance crew nearest to 
the incident in the last year. 

 (S4W-676) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This is an operational matter for the Scottish Ambulance Service, the information 
requested is not held centrally. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-415 


