
Friday 10 June 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Crown Office 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many cases were 
reported to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service with a religious aggravation as set out in  
the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 in (a) 2003-04, (b) 2004-05, (c) 2005-06, (d) 2006-07, (e) 
2007-08, (f) 2008-09, (g) 2009-10 and (h) 2010-11, broken down by police force area. 

 (S4W-378) 

Frank Mulholland: The following table shows the number of charges reported to procurators fiscal 
which included a Religious Aggravation element. 

Charges: Religious Aggravation Included 

Police Force Area 2003-
04 

2004-
05 

2005-
06 

2006-
07 

2007-
08 

2008-
09 

2009-
10 

2010-
11 

Central 6 12 23 21 46 25 29 42 

Dumfries  and 
Galloway 

1 4 3 15 12 14 10 5 

Fife 3 5 7 11 7 18 4 9 

Grampian 5 4 4 6 6 19 9 10 

Lothian and Borders 14 24 25 51 36 39 38 66 

Northern -  4 1 10 9 19 6 5 

Strathclyde 219 416 626 569 485 522 521 548 

Tayside 23 10 15 13 8 11 15 8 

Total 271 479 704 696 609 667 632 693 

Notes: 

The information in this table has been extracted from the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal 
Service’s case management database. The database is a live, operational database used to manage 
the processing of reports submitted to procurators fiscal by the police and other reporting agencies. If 
a Procurator Fiscal amends the aggravation in a charge submitted by a reporting agency the database 
will record details only of the amended charge. 

The database is charge-based. The figures quoted therefore relate to the number of charges rather 
than the number of individuals charged or the number of incidents that gave rise to such charges. 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has 
had with West Lothian College regarding the reduction in staff taking place. 

 (S4W-315) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government maintains regular dialogue with Scotland’s colleges, 
which is the representative body of the sector. All colleges, including West Lothian College, are having 
to operate within a reduced budget as a result of the reduction by the UK Government of £1.3 billion in 
Scotland’s block grant. Colleges are responsible for taking their own decisions on staffing and 
employment matters. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it will provide an update on progress on developing a national strategy for 
a schools counselling service. 

 (S4W-417) 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S3W-40069 14 March 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


The Scottish Government will continue to promote the comprehensive framework which is in place to 
make sure learners with additional support needs including social, emotional or mental health needs, 
short or long-term, access appropriate support in partnership with relevant agencies, under the 
Additional Support for Learning (Scotland) Act 2004 as amended. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to 
meet City of Edinburgh Council officials to discuss the detail of the Skills Development Scotland 
School Leaver Destination Report 2009-10. 

 (S4W-458) 

Alasdair Allan: Scottish Government officials have met City of Edinburgh Council officials on three 
occasions between March and May 2011 to discuss the School Leaver Destination Report and how 
they can provide focused support to the authority to improve school leaver destinations. 

Scottish Government officials are now carrying out an agreed review of transition planning from 
school to college, the outcome of which will be an action plan to drive continuous improvement in local 
service delivery for young people. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will discuss with 
the Scottish Funding Council the impact of the proposal by the University of Strathclyde to discontinue 
degree programmes in geography, sociology, community education and music on students from the 
west of Scotland. 

 (S4W-465) 

Michael Russell: Institutions are autonomous bodies and therefore it is up to the individual 
institutions to decide which courses to run from the block teaching grant provided by the Scottish 
Funding Council. I have asked both the Scottish Funding Council and the University of Strathclyde to 
keep me fully updated as matters progress over the coming months. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has discussed 
with the higher education sector and the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) if withdrawing subjects or 
departments will result in a reduction of funding provided to universities by the SFC. 

 (S4W-467) 

Michael Russell: It is up to the individual institutions to decide which courses to run from the block 
teaching grant provided by the Scottish Funding Council for most subjects. Any change in course 
provision within those subject areas does not result in all cases in a reduction in teaching funding. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has discussed 
with the further education sector and the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) if  withdrawing subjects or 
departments will result in a reduction of funding provided to colleges from the SFC. 

 (S4W-468) 

Michael Russell: Colleges are funded mainly on the basis of an overall level of activity which is 
agreed between the college and the Scottish Funding Council. Colleges are then expected themselves 
to decide the nature of the courses which they offer. Colleges are free to alter their provision within the 
boundaries of the funding they receive, but that of itself would not lead to any reduction in funding. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what level of funding was 
provided to each university by the Scottish Funding Council in the last five years. 

 (S4W-470) 

Michael Russell: This information is in the public domain and can be found by accessing the 
Scottish Funding Council’s website at http://www.sfc.ac.uk. 

http://www.sfc.ac.uk/


Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Dr Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) 
civil service, (b) agency or (c) non-departmental public body jobs were (i) relocated to or (ii) agreed to 
be established in each (A) local authority area and (B) parliamentary constituency between (1) 1999 
and 2003, (2) 2003 and 2007 and (3) 2007 and 2011. 

Holding answer issued: 22 March 2011 (S3W-40419) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Executive collated the following information in 2007. 

Status Of 
Body 

Date 
Implemented 

Number Of Posts 
When Implemented 

Location 
Decision 

Local Authority Scottish Government 
Constituency 

Civil Service 1999 160 Glasgow Glasgow Glasgow 

Civil Service 2004 26 Falkirk Falkirk Falkirk West 

Civil Service 2004 50 Glasgow Glasgow Glasgow 

Civil Service 2005 17 Dumfries Dumfries and 
Galloway council 

Dumfries 

Civil Service 2005 9 Kinlochleven Highlands Council Inverness East Nairn 
and Lochaber 

Civil Service 2005 8 Tiree Argyll and Bute Argyll and Bute 

Civil Service 2005 110 Glasgow Glasgow Glasgow 

Civil Service 2004 (6)                             
2005 (4)                                
2005 (4) 

14 Dingwall, Tain, 
Campbeltown 

Highland Council 
and Argyll and 
Bute 

Inverness East Nairn 
and Lochaber, Argyll 
and Bute 

Executive 
Agency 

2002 194 Galashiels Scottish Border  Tweeddale Ettrick and 
Lauderdale 

Executive 
Agency 

2004 44 Livingston West Lothian Lothians 

Executive 
Agency 

2006 287 Glasgow Glasgow Glasgow 

Executive 
Agency 

2004 (60)                          
2005 (24) 

84 Livingston, 
Clydebank  

West Lothian, West 
Dunbartonshire 

Lothians,Clydebank and 
Milngavie 

NDPB 2000 57 Aberdeen Aberdeen City 
Council 

Aberdeen Central 

NDPB 2001 50 Falkirk Falkirk Falkirk West 

NDPB 2002 29 Dundee City of Dundee Dundee West 

NDPB* 2002(72)Dundee               
2002 (488)Split 
between listed 
locations 

560 Dundee 
Aberdeen, 
Musselburgh, 
Paisley, 
Hamilton, 
Inverness and 
Dundee 

City of Dundee, 
Aberdeen City,East 
Lothian, 
Renfrewshire, 
South Lanarkshire, 
Highland  

Dundee West, Lothians, 
East Renfrewshire, 
Hamilton, Larkhall and 
Stonehouse, Inverness 
East Nairn and 
Lochaber 

NDPB 2003 (50)                          
2003 (60) 

110 Aberdeen 
Glasgow 

Aberdeen City 
Council Glasgow 
City 

Aberdeen and Glasgow 

NDPB 2003 20 Inverness and 
Dumfries 

Highlands Council 
and Dumfries and 
Galloway  

Inverness East Nairn 
and Lochaber, Dumfries 

NDPB 2004 (152)                         
2004 (58) 

210 Glasgow               
Dundee 

Glasgow, City of 
Dundee 

Glasgow, Dundee West 

NDPB 2004 30 Dundee City of Dundee Dundee West 

NDPB 2004 20 Hamilton South Lanarkshire Hamilton, Larkhall and 
Stonehouse  

NDPB 2005 140 Kilwinning North Ayrshire Clydesdale  

NDPB 2005 20 Paisley Renfrewshire  East Renfrewshire 

NDPB 2006 245 Inverness Highlands Council Inverness East Nairn 
and Lochaber 

NDPB 2006 133 Glasgow Glasgow Glasgow 

NDPB 2007 10 Hamilton South Lanarkshire  Hamilton, Larkhall and 
Stonehouse  

NDPB 2008 60 Edinburgh City of Edinburgh Lothians 

Public 
corporation 

2002 50 Dunfermline Fife  Dunfermline  

Other 2006 9 Alloa Clackmannanshire  Perth 



Status Of 
Body 

Date 
Implemented 

Number Of Posts 
When Implemented 

Location 
Decision 

Local Authority Scottish Government 
Constituency 

Nationalised 
Industry 

Other 
Nationalised 
Industry 

2006 10 Port Glasgow Inverclyde  Renfrewshire West 

Note* This NDPB is Scottish Commission for the Regulation of Care HQ Plus 6 Regional Offices no 
split of staff numbers available. 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
representations it has made to the UK Government regarding the location of the proposed green 
investment bank. 

 (S4W-314) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish ministers continue to support the proposal that the green investment bank 
be located in Edinburgh. On 23 May 2011, the First Minister again put Edinburgh forward as a 
possible location for the green investment bank as part of a wide-ranging discussion with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, which also covered North Sea oil and gas taxation, the Fossil Fuel Levy 
and reforms to the Scotland Bill. Ministers have also endorsed the representations that Scottish MSPs 
and the green investment bank Group in Scotland have made for Edinburgh’s case. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
progress has been made with the proposal to reopen Kintore railway station. 

 (S4W-366) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-218 on 2 June 2011. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at http://scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
progress has been made toward securing funding for the A8 Baillieston to Newhouse upgrade. 

 (S4W-439) 

Keith Brown: After parliamentary approval of the orders for the M8 scheme, the affirmative process 
has now passed without any objections being received. It is anticipated that the procurement process 
will commence towards the end of this year and that funding will be secured under the government's 
non-profit distributing form of contract. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
progress has been made toward securing funding for the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route. 

 (S4W-440) 

Keith Brown: We will continue to progress the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route (AWPR) with a 
view to bringing forward for construction as soon as the legal challenges surrounding the AWPR are 
resolved. 

The project will be procured through a non-profit distributing model contract. Funding will be sought 
from the market by bidders as part of the tender process. 

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it 
assesses the local impact of Regional Selective Assistance funding. 

 (S4W-449) 

http://scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


Fergus Ewing: Evaluations of the Regional Selective Assistance scheme are undertaken. The most 
recent of these assessed the impact of the scheme over the period 2000-04 and was published in 
March 2008. The overall assessment of the scheme was very positive. The report is at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/03/20102609/16. 

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
consideration it gives to workers rights and trade union recognition when awarding financial support to 
companies directly or through its agencies. 

 (S4W-451) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Enterprise (SE) expects that all of the companies it supports, through either 
financial support or other services, to comply with all relevant legislation including employment 
legislation. Investigation into trade union recognition or workers rights does not form part of the due 
diligence on applications for support. Recipients of SE support are required to comply with relevant 
employment legislation as well as the specific terms of their SE offer. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will list the 
(a) surveys, polling or data collection exercises being conducted by any departments, agencies or 
bodies under its control or that have been instigated since January 2010, (b) organisations employed 
to conduct such exercises and (c) regulations governing the tendering process for relevant statistical 
work and contracts. 

 (S4W-455) 

John Swinney: (a) Information on Scottish Government statistics is held by output rather than by 
source and is published at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/About/Products/Q/EditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on. 

An exercise to list all sources was carried out in 2009, the results of which are available at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/About/Datarequirement. 

The Scottish Government often use data that is already collected as part of administration systems 
for statistical purposes.  Information on the use of administration systems for statistical purposes is 
available at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/About/StatementAdminSources/Q/EditMode/on/ForceU
pdate/on. 

Information on social research products is available at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/topics/research. 

Information on data collection exercises by Public Bodies, including Agencies is not held centrally. 

(b) The following table lists all organisations commission to conduct social research on behalf of the 
Scottish Government since January 2010. 

Table of Organisations Commission to Conduct Social Research on Behalf of the Scottish 
Government since January 2010* 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/03/20102609/16
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/About/Products/Q/EditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/About/Datarequirement
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/About/StatementAdminSources/Q/EditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/About/StatementAdminSources/Q/EditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/topics/research


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Note: *Table may exclude a small number of organisations commission for statistical data collections 

(c) All social research commissioned by the Scottish Government is commissioned with procurement 
support from the Scottish Procurement and Commercial Directorate who work with the Scottish Public 
Procurement Toolkit which adheres to the thresholds required for EU advertisements and is in full 
accordance with the EU directives. The vast majority of statistical work is commissioned through 
competitive tender. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what criteria were used 
to determine that David MacBrayne Ltd, Quality Meat Scotland and the Scottish Futures Trust are not 
covered by the 2011-12 public sector pay policy. 

Addison and Associates 

Anna Evans Housing Consultancy 

Blake Stevenson Ltd 

Cambridge Architectural Research Ltd 

Core Solutions Group Limited 

Craigforth Consultancy and Research 

DTZ 

Dundas and Wilson 

Edinburgh Research and Innovation Ltd 

Fortuno Consulting Ltd 

Geoff Peart Consulting 

George Street Research 

GfK Custom Research 

GVA Grimley Ltd 

Institute of Education – Centre for Longitudinal Studies 

Ipsos MORI 

LSE Enterprise Ltd 

MRUK Research 

MVA Consultancy (Glasgow) 

National Foundation for Educational Research 

ODS Consulting 

Picker Institute Europe 

Reid-Howie Associates 

Rocket Science Uk Ltd 

Scotinform Ltd 

Scottish Centre for Social Research 

The Research Shop 

TNS BMRB 

University of Bedfordshire 

University of Edinburgh 

University of Glasgow 

Heriot Watt University 

Napier University 

Newcastle University 

University of St Andrews 

University of Sheffield 

University of Strathclyde 

University of Stirling 

University of Sussex 

University of York 

Young Scot 



 (S4W-456) 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what mechanisms exist 
for managing the pay policies of David MacBrayne Ltd, Quality Meat Scotland and the Scottish 
Futures Trust. 

 (S4W-457) 

John Swinney: David MacBrayne Ltd (DML) operates in a commercial environment providing ferry 
services under contracts won through competitive tendering. It is appropriate for DML to make pay 
arrangements that reflect this environment and the associated labour market. A decision was therefore 
taken in 2008 that DML should not be subject to public sector pay policy.  

In conveying this decision to the company, it was made clear that DML must continue to control pay 
costs closely, through affordable pay settlements. 

Quality Meat Scotland (QMS) is a specialist organisation funded by a levy income met by the 
Scottish red meat supply chain.  QMS receives no direct grant in aid from the Scottish Government. In 
the light of these factors and in response to representations from the organisation, it was decided in 
2009 that it was no longer appropriate for QMS to be covered by public sector pay policy. In reaching 
pay settlements, QMS is required to have regard to the thresholds that apply to public sector pay in 
Scotland. 

When the Scottish Futures Trust (SFT) was established, it was decided and announced that the 
body would not be subject to public sector pay policy. This was to provide SFT with the scope and 
flexibility needed to recruit and retain staff with specific commercial, legal and other experience and 
skills which are not generally available in the public sector. 

SFT’s pay arrangements are overseen by the body’s remuneration committee and must be 
affordable within the overall budget agreed by the Parliament. 

 

Justice 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many people were charged for possessing (a) heroin, (b) cocaine, (c) ecstasy, (d) 
cannabis and (e) amphetamines in the Lothians region in 2010-11, broken down by sheriff court, and 
what the percentage change was from the previous year. 

 (S4W-245) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The statistics held centrally on crimes recorded by the police do not 
provide information on the number of charges, nor is it possible to break down the drug offences by 
the type of drug involved. The figures can be broken down by local authority area but not by sheriff 
court. Data for 2010-11 will be available in September 2011.  

The following tables provide information on crimes of drug possession recorded by the police in the 
Lothians region, for the two most recent years for which data is available.  

Crimes of drug possession recorded by the Police in the Lothians region, broken down by Local 
Authority area, 2008-09 to 2009-10 

Lothians 

  2008-09 2009-10 % Change from 
 2008-09 to 2009-10 

Possession of drugs 3,321 3,230 -2.7 

Supply and possession with intent to supply of drugs 1,944 1,636 -15.8 

Total crimes of possession of drugs and 
possession of drugs with intent to supply 

5,265 4,866 -7.6 

East Lothian 

  2008-09 2009-10 % Change from 
 2008-09 to 

2009-10 

Possession of drugs 210 215 2.4 



Supply and possession with intent to 
supply of drugs 

87 64 -26.4 

Total crimes of possession of drugs and possession of 
drugs with intent to supply 

297 279 -6.1 

Edinburgh City 

  2008-09 2009-10 % Change from 
 2008-09 to 

2009-10 

Possession of drugs 2,095 1,846 -11.9 

Supply and possession with intent to 
supply of drugs 

1,233 779 -36.8 

Total crimes of possession of drugs and possession of 
drugs with intent to supply 

3,328 2,625 -21.1 

Midlothian 

  2008-09 2009-10 % Change from 
 2008-09 to 

2009-10 

Possession of drugs 410 379 -7.6 

Supply and possession with intent to 
supply of drugs 

416 116 -72.1 

Total crimes of possession of drugs and possession of 
drugs with intent to supply 

826 495 -40.1 

West Lothian 

  2008-09 2009-10 % Change from 
 2008-09 to 

2009-10 

Possession of drugs 606 790 30.4 

Supply and possession with intent to 
supply of drugs 

208 677 225.5 

Total crimes of possession of drugs and possession of 
drugs with intent to supply 

814 1,467 80.2 

Source: Scottish Government Justice Analytical Services. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what the average fine was for possessing (a) heroin, (b) cocaine, (c) ecstasy, (d) cannabis 
and (e) amphetamines in the Lothians region in 2010-11, broken down by sheriff court, and what the 
percentage change was from the previous year. 

 (S4W-246) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Information for 2010-11 will not be available until publication of the 
Criminal Proceedings in Scotland, 2010-11 Statistical Bulletin. This is due to be published in 
December 2011. 

The dates of all Scottish Government Official and National Statistics publications are pre-
announced, and the up-to-date list of future publications can be found at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive, further to the answer to question S3W-40352 by Kenny MacAskill on 21 March 2011, 
whether it can now confirm how many hoax calls were made to Lothian and Borders Fire and Rescue 
Service in 2009-10. 

 (S4W-249) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming


Roseanna Cunningham: The most up to date figures for malicious calls will be published in the 
statistical bulletin, Fire Statistics Scotland, 2009-10 Final (2010-11 Provisional), available on 21 June 
2011 at:  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubFires. 

The dates of all Scottish Government Official and National Statistics publications are pre-
announced, and the up-to-date list of future publications can be found at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what analysis it has 
made of the impact of changes to the child maintenance system proposed in the Welform Reform Bill 
2011 on (a) families in Scotland, (b) its policies and (c) devolved services.  

 (S4W-271) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government has not carried out a formal impact assessment 
of the proposed changes to the child maintenance system. However, the proposals in the UK 
Government’s Green Paper (http://www.dwp.gov.uk/consultations/2011/strengthening-families.shtml) 
and in the Bill will impact on families in Scotland. In particular, the Green Paper proposes that, with 
some exceptions, parents who choose to enter the UK Government’s statutory child maintenance 
system will be charged. The Green Paper did not take account of Scotland: for example, family 
support services are organised differently in Scotland, with some of them receiving funding from the 
Scottish Government, and the Family Justice Review referred to in the Green Paper does not extend 
to Scotland. We have opened a dialogue with the Department for Work and Pensions on their 
proposals and will continue to discuss the proposals with the UK Government. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will bring forward legislation in relation to  high hedges. 

 (S4W-306) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government is committed to providing a legal framework for 
settling disputes related to high hedges and we are working towards the introduction of legislation this 
session. 

I intend to build on the progress that has already been made and will be discussing this shortly with 
my officials. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive when the Joint Action Group on Football will report its final recommendations to ministers. 

 (S4W-421) 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether the Joint Action Group on Football’s report will include issues beyond the eight-
point action plan agreed to at the Old Firm summit in March 2011. 

 (S4W-423) 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether it has asked the Joint Action Group on Football to consider, in formulating its final 
report, issues beyond the eight-point action plan agreed to at the Old Firm summit in March 2011. 

 (S4W-424) 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether the Cabinet Secretary for Justice has  attended meetings of the Joint Action Group 
on Football at which it has considered its report on the eight-point action plan agreed to at the Old 
Firm summit in March 2011. 

 (S4W-425) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubFires
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/consultations/2011/strengthening-families.shtml


Kenny MacAskill: The Joint Action Group will report to Scottish ministers before the start of the 
2011-12 Scottish football season.  

The Joint Action Group, chaired by me, has been considering proposals to deliver the eight 
commitments agreed at the summit on 8 March 2011. In addition, the Joint Action Group have 
considered the six point plan presented at the summit by Celtic and Rangers football clubs. The 
overarching aims of this work are to tackle violence, bigotry and alcohol associated with football in 
order to prevent harm to communities and to maintain the good reputation of our national game. 

 

 (S4W-452) 

Kenny MacAskill: Plans to introduce new legislation to tackle sectarianism have been discussed 
with a range of partners including COSLA, the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service, 
Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland, Scottish Courts Service, Scottish Prison Service, 
Scottish Legal Aid Board, Scottish Football Association and Scottish Premier League. Further 
discussions are planned which intend to cover young people; equality groups; voluntary and third 
sector. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-226 
S4W-232 
S4W-233 
S4W-239 
S4W-254 
S4W-259 
S4W-260 
S4W-261 
S4W-262 
S4W-266 


