
Thursday 9 June 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how it 
plans to improve governance in the further education sector. 

 

 (S4O-20) 

Michael Russell: As a government we attach considerable importance to high standards of 
governance in our colleges. We have previously made plain our plans to take a fresh look at our 
colleges, and the issue of their governance arrangements is one we shall address as we bring forward 
our plans in due course. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether its policy 
on no compulsory redundancies will apply to teaching staff in (a) further and (b) higher education 
establishments. 

 

 (S4W-308) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government extended until 31 March 2012 the no compulsory 
redundancies policy for staff working in the Scottish Government and in non-ministerial departments, 
executive agencies and non-departmental public bodies. Ministers have also made clear that they do 
not wish to see staff of any public sector institution being made compulsorily redundant. Colleges and 
higher education institutions are independent employers of staff and ultimately take their own 
decisions on employment matters against the background of their legal responsibilities as employers. 
Ministers have, however, made clear their wish that compulsory redundancies be avoided in colleges 
and universities. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has discussed 
with management at West Lothian College what impact the staff reductions will have on its educational 
provision. 

 

 (S4W-316) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government maintains regular dialogue with Scotland’s Colleges, 
which is the representative body of the sector. All colleges, including West Lothian College, are having 
to operate within a reduced budget as a result of the reduction by the UK Government of £1.3 billion in 
Scotland’s block grant. 

Colleges are responsible for taking their own decisions on the learning opportunities they offer. 
However ministers were greatly encouraged that the sector has agreed to maintain in 2011-12 the 
same number of core student places as in the current academic year. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what assessments it has 
made of the impact on the quality of (a) teaching and (b) education of the budget reductions being 
made in the (i) higher and (ii) further education sector. 

 

 (S4W-317) 

Michael Russell: Despite the cuts imposed on our budget by the UK government, we are continuing 
to make substantial investments in our colleges and universities, and are committed to maintaining the 
excellence of their learning and teaching. 



 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has 
had at (a) management, (b) trade union and (c) student level in the (i) higher and (ii) further education 
sector in relation to the rationalisation taking place. 

 

 (S4W-318) 

Michael Russell: Ministers and officials engage regularly with a range of bodies and institutions 
which have an interest in the higher education and college sectors, including universities, colleges and 
their representative bodies and with trade unions and NUS Scotland. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it has taken to 
ensure the provision of all subject areas in the (a) higher and (b) further education sector. 

 

 (S4W-319) 

Michael Russell: Successive Scottish ministers have had no statutory locus for determining 
provision in universities or colleges. The Scottish Funding Council is the body charged in law with 
ensuring coherent provision in both sectors. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it has taken to 
ensure open, transparent and accountable governance in the (a) higher and (b) further education 
sector. 

 

 (S4W-320) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Funding Council is responsible for ensuring that the higher education 
institutions and colleges which it funds have suitable provision in relation to their governance and 
management, and undertakes an annual review of institutions to ensure they meet this and other 
criteria. The importance of high standards of governance is reflected in the terms of the financial 
memorandum between the Scottish Funding Council and each institution. This places an obligation on 
the governing body to strive to achieve good practice in the governance, management and conduct of 
the institution. 

Colleges and universities are also required to include a statement on corporate governance in their 
annual financial statements, and external auditors review whether that statement complies with the 
requirements of the Scottish Funding Council. 

As a government, we also attach considerable importance to high standards of governance in our 
universities and colleges. We have previously made plain our intention to take a fresh look at their 
governance arrangements and will bring forward our plans in due course. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has (a) 
discussed and (b) recommended that all (i) higher and (ii) further education institutions involved in 
rationalisation programmes have ensured that an inclusive, open and participative consultation 
process took place at each institution. 

 (S4W-321) 

Michael Russell: We have made it clear that we expect all higher and further education institutions 
to be open and transparent about proposals for rationalisation, ensuring that the views of academics, 
staff, unions and students are taken fully into account before any final decisions are made. As 
independent bodies, universities and colleges are responsible for making their own arrangements for 
consultation. 

 



Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has 
had with the Scottish Funding Council in relation to the rationalisations taking place across the higher 
education and further education sector. 

 

 (S4W-466) 

Michael Russell: As the body which oversees the funding and provision of further and higher 
education in Scotland, the Scottish Government looks to the Scottish Funding Council to provide 
expert advice to ministers on all aspects relating to the future strategic direction of the sectors, on an 
ongoing basis. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has discussed 
with the (a) higher and (b) further education sector, either composite bodies or individual institutions, 
whether the rationalisations taking place across the sector will result in a reduction of university or 
college places. 

 

 (S4W-469) 

Michael Russell: Both the further and higher education sectors have agreed that core student 
places will be maintained in 2011-12. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether withdrawing 
courses in geography, sociology, community education and music at the University of Strathclyde will 
result in fewer opportunities for people from low-income backgrounds to access degree programmes 
in these disciplines. 

 

 (S4W-473) 

Michael Russell: These changes have been subject to consultation and are integral to the proposal 
that Strathclyde becomes one of Europe's foremost technological universities. In situations such as 
this, we always ensure that the Scottish Funding Council has due regard to it's statutory role of 
securing coherent provision across Scotland and the impact any changes have on all groups of 
students. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Dr Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) 
civil service, (b) agency or (c) non-departmental public body jobs were (i) relocated to or (ii) agreed to 
be established in Clackmannanshire district between 1999 and 2005 and for what organisations or 
bodies. 

Holding answer issued: 22 March 2011 (S3W-40418) 

John Swinney: No jobs were relocated to or established in Clackmannanshire in that period. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when 
it will present its proposed legislation on expanding the role of Scottish Water to the Parliament. 

 

 (S4W-255) 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
proposals are being considered for inclusion in the legislation on expanding the role of Scottish Water. 

 

 (S4W-256) 



Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government's consultation, Building A Hydro Nation, on how Scotland 
should develop as a hydro nation and the role of Scottish Water, within that closed on 9 March 2011. 
The responses are being analysed and the Scottish Government will set out its proposals in due 
course. 

 

 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the 
proposed new train service between Edinburgh and Glasgow via Carstairs will be operational and 
whether trains will call at (a) Carstairs and (b) Carluke. 

 

 

 (S4W-273) 

Keith Brown: Detailed timetable work is underway to test and prove the optimum timetable and 
stopping patterns for the new service between Edinburgh and Glasgow via Carstairs planned for 
introduction to the December 2013 timetable. 

The service proposals and precise timetabling arrangements for the new route are subject to the 
formalised rail industry timetable consultation process which will not conclude until 12 weeks before 
the December 2013 timetable change. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
form the road-based improvements on the A1 between Edinburgh and north east England, highlighted 
in the Strategic Transport Projects Review, will take. 

 

 (S4W-288) 

Keith Brown: The road based improvements will include measures to ensure the road is safe and 
suitably maintained for the expected levels of traffic, for instance, realigning sections of road, 
individual junction improvements and creating additional overtaking opportunities where appropriate. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will produce a timetable for the road-based improvements on the A1 between Edinburgh 
and north east England.  

 

 (S4W-289) 

Keith Brown: The Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR) provides a robust framework of 
schemes, the delivery of which will be considered in each spending review. 

A timetable for undertaking the road based improvements will therefore be set in the context of 
overall affordability and our commitments to other STPR proposals. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it plans to upgrade the A1 between Dunbar and the border with England. 

 

 (S4W-290) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S3W-40373 on 17 March 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive what conditions will be incorporated into the new rail franchise agreement to 
ensure that trains on the rail line between Glasgow and Oban and Glasgow and Fort William are 
heated and have toilet facilities. 

 

 (S4W-297) 

Keith Brown: The trains on the West Highland Line are currently equipped with heating and toilet 
facilities and there are no proposals for these facilities to be removed. 

ScotRail undertook a full examination and overhaul of on-train heating units on the Class 156 trains 
last year. This included commissioning a report into the options for improving the internal heating 
system on Class 156 units. ScotRail is currently reviewing the findings of this report. 

Preparations are currently being made to carry out a consultation later this year which will allow 
stakeholders the opportunity to comment on, and make suggestions, on what should be included in 
the next contract for rail passenger services. 

 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
can guarantee that it can achieve  three per cent efficiency savings in the public sector without the 
need for  compulsory redundancies. 

 

 (S4W-299) 

John Swinney: In 2011-12, individual public sector organisations are expected to report publicly on 
how they achieve their efficiencies and we believe they can do so without the need to resort to 
compulsory redundancies.  

The Scottish public sector has consistently exceeded its efficiency targets without having to rely on 
compulsory redundancy programmes. 

The Scottish Government is committed to providing economic security for the public service 
workforce in these challenging times. In March 2011 it announced the continuation of the existing no 
compulsory redundancies policy for a further year to 31 March 2012 and is committed to extending 
coverage to other parts of the public sector. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
will rule out compulsory redundancies in the public sector for the remainder of the current 
parliamentary session. 

 

 (S4W-300) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is committed to providing economic security for the public 
service workforce in these challenging times. In March 2011 it announced the continuation of the 
existing no compulsory redundancies agreement for a further year, to 31 March 2012 and is 
committed to extending coverage to other parts of the public sector. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
the average voluntary redundancy payment in the public sector is £51,000. 

 

 (S4W-301) 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
public sector employees have taken voluntary redundancy since 1 April 2010. 

 



 (S4W-302) 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much 
has been spent on voluntary redundancy and severance packages in the public sector since 1 April 
2010. 

 

 (S4W-303) 

John Swinney: Information regarding voluntary redundancy payments across the whole of the 
public sector in Scotland is not held centrally. 

The following table shows the number of staff who have taken early retirement/severance in 2010-11 
whose costs will be paid for by the core Scottish Government. This may include some staff employed 
by Scottish Government agencies. Based upon these figures the average cost is £51,000. 

The costs do not represent the cash amounts actually paid out in 2010-11 as the Scottish 
Government is invoiced on an ongoing basis for staff who have retired in previous years. All costs 
from the date of leaving the organisation to the normal retirement age are accounted for in the year 
the individual accepts an offer to retire. It should also be recognised that the cost does not represent 
what individuals actually receive by way of pension and lump sum as there are costs borne by the 
Scottish Government in relation to the costs of bringing forward the payment of early 
retirement/severance benefits which do not relate to payments made to individuals. 

 2010-11 

Total Cost of Early Retirement/Severance  £26,830,334 

Total Number of Staff 526 

Average Cost  £51,008 

 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
public sector posts (a) have become vacant and (b) remain unfilled since 1 April 2010. 

 

 (S4W-304) 

John Swinney: The information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what assessment it has made of the economic contribution of direct expenditure by the Ministry of 
Defence in (a) Fife, (b) Moray and (c) Scotland in each of the last five years for which information is 
available. 

 (S4W-325) 

John Swinney: The cross party submission from the Scottish Government and the main Scottish 
party leaders on the UK Government’s Strategic Defence and Security Review 2010 highlighted the 
important economic contribution the military bases in Scotland make to the economy. The report can 
be accessed at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/defence/crosspartysubmission. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will provide an assessment of what impact  the reduction of expenditure in Scotland by the 
Ministry of Defence from £1.72 billion in 2003-04 to £1.56 billion in 2007-08 has had on the Scottish 
economy. 

 

 

 (S4W-326) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/defence/crosspartysubmission


John Swinney: The Scottish Government recognises the significant impact the reduction in the 
defence footprint in Scotland is having on communities and the wider Scottish economy. 

The Scottish Government worked with the main Scottish party leaders on the cross party submission 
on the UK Government’s Defence and Security Review 2010 setting out the latest estimate of the 
economic impact from defence-related activity in Scotland. The submission can be assessed at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/defence/crosspartysubmission. 

We will continue to press the UK Government for retaining the RAF bases at Lossiemouth and 
Leuchars, and putting the case for relocating the maximum number of personnel currently based in 
Germany to Scotland, along with securing the future of Scotland’s shipbuilding and defence support 
industries. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether a 
guarantee of no compulsory redundancies in local government and across the public sector will be 
implemented and, if so, on what basis.  

 

 (S4W-298) 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will fulfill its 
commitment to ensure no compulsory redundancies (a) across the public sector and (b) in local 
government. 

 

 (S4W-329) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is committed to providing economic security for the public 
service workforce in these challenging times. In March 2011 it announced the continuation of the 
existing no compulsory redundancies agreement for a further year to 31 March 2012 and is committed 
to extending coverage to other parts of the public sector. 

Scottish ministers have no statutory powers to intervene in local government staffing matters but the 
Scottish Government will continue to work with and support local authorities who want to provide the 
assurance of no compulsory redundancies, to their staff. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many civil 
servants it employed directly in (a) 2007-08, (b) 2008-09, (c) 2009-10 and (d) 2010-11. 

 

 (S4W-337) 

John Swinney: Quarterly data on the number of staff employed by the Scottish Government is 
published at (see tables 6a and 6b): 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Labour-
Market/PublicSectorEmployment/PSEwebtables/Q/forceupdate/on. 

The latest time period for which data is published is Q4 2010 (end of December 2010). Data for Q1 
2011 (end of March 2011) will be published on 15 June 2011. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many civil 
servants took voluntary redundancy in (a) 2007-08, (b) 2008-09, (c) 2009-10 and (d) 2010-11. 

 

 (S4W-338) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/defence/crosspartysubmission
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Labour-Market/PublicSectorEmployment/PSEwebtables/Q/forceupdate/on
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Labour-Market/PublicSectorEmployment/PSEwebtables/Q/forceupdate/on


Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the cost of 
voluntary redundancies in the civil service was in (a) 2007-08, (b) 2008-09, (c) 2009-10 and (d) 2010-
11. 

 

 (S4W-339) 

John Swinney: Information regarding the total number of civil servants taking voluntary redundancy 
in these years is not held centrally. 

The following table shows the number of staff who have taken early retirement/severance in 2007-
08, 2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010-11 and whose costs will be paid for by the core Scottish Government. 
This may include some staff employed by Scottish Government agencies. 

The costs do not represent the cash amounts actually paid out in the financial years specified as the 
Scottish Government is invoiced on an ongoing basis for staff who have retired in previous years. 
However all costs from the date of leaving the organisation to the normal retirement age are 
accounted for in the year the individual accepts an offer to retire. It should also be recognised that the 
cost does not represent what individuals actually receive by way of pension and lump sum as there 
are costs borne by the Scottish Government in relation to the costs of bringing forward the payment of 
early retirement/severance benefits which do not relate to payments made to individuals. 

Scottish Government Funded Early Retirements/Severances 

Year Total Number of Staff Total Cost (£) 

2007-08 49  5,482,784  

2008-09 100  4,809,591  

2009-10 153  8,819,449  

2010-11 526  26,830,334  

 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how it is 
monitoring progress on the shared services agenda in relation to the Clyde Valley Review of Joint 
Working and Shared Services. 

 

 (S4W-394) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has met regularly with representatives of the Clyde Valley 
Partnership most recently on 18 May 2011. The Clyde Valley programme lead provided an update on 
the work streams being progressed, and legal and procurement experts discussed the legislative basis 
for a range of models for sharing services. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
the local authorities that agreed to participate in the Clyde Valley Shared Service Initiative are 
participating in the Clyde Valley Review of Joint Working and Shared Services. 

 

 (S4W-395) 

John Swinney: Eight local authorities agreed to participate in the Clyde Valley Review of Shared 
Services. They are City of Glasgow, East Dunbartonshire, East Renfrewshire, Inverclyde, North 
Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire, South Lanarkshire and West Dunbartonshire. The Clyde Valley 
Partnership is pursuing a range of workstreams and all eight local authorities continue to participate. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on a review of 
the regulation of letting agents. 

Holding answer issued: 3 June 2011 (S4W-103) 



Keith Brown: The Scottish Government acknowledges that there is a need to look at the regulation 
of letting agents, and will consider this issue as part of the development of a strategy for the private 
rented sector this year. The strategy will be conducted in partnership with stakeholders represented on 
the Scottish Private Rented Sector Strategy Group. 

As part of the group’s consideration of this issue, findings from the soon to be completed national 
review of the landlord registration system will be examined. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive at what ages children up to 16 years old are weighed as part of a routine health 
check, broken down by NHS board. 

 

 (S4W-253) 

Michael Matheson: Health for all children 4: Guidance on Implementation in Scotland sets out that 
children should be weighed within the first 24 hours, within the first 10 days of life, at six to eight 
weeks, three months, four months, 12 to 13 months, three to five years and on entry to primary school. 
Body Mass Index should be recorded for public health monitoring purposes every three years. The 24 
to 30 month review introduced in A New Look at Hall 4, The Early Years, Good Health for Every Child 
recommends including nutrition, growth and weight. 

NHS boards may weigh children at other stages, but this is not readily identifiable from centrally held 
data and may be in a frequency other than annual. In addition, information recorded on the Child 
Health Surveillance Programme school system shows that in school year 2009-10 some NHS boards 
weighed children as part of health reviews in primary 7 and secondary 2. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what grants and 
funding it provides to organisations who work to ensure that people receive all the benefits and social 
security measures that they are entitled to. 

 

 (S4W-263) 

Michael Matheson: Responsibility for ensuring benefit and tax credit uptake lies with the UK 
Government, however the Scottish Government recognises that providing national and local services 
that support benefit uptake can significantly increase household income. Through the Achieving Our 
Potential budget, the Scottish Government continues to fund some innovative initiatives which work 
with people to ensure that they receive the benefits to which they are entitled. 

Macmillan Cancer Support has been allocated £406,500 this financial year to continue to provide 
income maximisation across the five cancer treatment centres in Scotland and in two NHS boards for 
patients with long-term conditions. 

Linkwide has received £300,000 to continue their older people’s advice service, which provides an 
outreach support and advice service in Falkirk, Clackmannanshire, North Lanarkshire and West 
Lothian to vulnerable older people with a particular emphasis on clients who have health problems, or 
who live in remote areas. 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde received over £1 million for the Healthier, Wealthier Children 
project in 2009-11, which continues to provide financial inclusion and other support to vulnerable 
families in the Greater Glasgow and Clyde area, with a multi-agency approach to referrals and 
intervention. 

Citizens Advice Direct continues to receive £80,000 this financial year to provide telephone benefit 
checks to those people referred through the Energy Assistance Package and Home Insulation 
Scheme. 

The Child Poverty Action Group provides a second tier advice service and has received £408,000 
this year to deliver the second tier advice, information and training services, and the Benefits for 
Students Training, Advice and Information Service. This offers advice, training and support to frontline 
staff that are in contact with households that are likely to be entitled to benefits and tax credits. 



In addition, a number of organisations and initiatives receive Scottish Government funding to provide 
a wide range of support to individuals and families which includes benefits advice, for example 
Parenting in Scotland, Citizens Advice Direct, Contact-a-Family and the Family Nurse Partnership. 

It’s important to note that the majority of services to support benefit entitlement are provided by local 
government and their third sector partners funded through the local government settlement. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether will introduce a 
Scottish equivalent of the Health in Pregnancy Grant and, if not, whether it will provide additional 
support for women who are pregnant. 

 

 (S4W-264) 

Michael Matheson: The Savings Accounts and Health in Pregnancy Grant Act 2010 removed the 
entitlement to the Health in Pregnancy Grant from 1 January 2011. This decision was taken by the UK 
Government because the payment was considered to be a poorly targeted use of limited public funds. 
Targeted support is available to those families most in need of financial support through the Sure Start 
Maternity Grant and the healthy start scheme. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many women were 
(a) eligible and (b) received vouchers for the healthy start scheme, broken down by NHS board in 
each of the last three years. 

 

 (S4W-265) 

Michael Matheson: As the healthy start scheme is administered by the Department of Health, the 
detailed information requested is currently being collated. I will write to the member as soon as the 
information is available and a copy will be placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. 
number 52939). 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the Elsie Inglis 
Nursing Home was last inspected by Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland (SCSWIS) 
or the Care Commission and what the result was. 

 

 (S4W-276) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I am advised by SCSWIS that the last inspection it carried out at the Elsie Inglis 
Nursing Home took place on 16 May 2011. The results of this inspection form part of an ongoing 
police investigation. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
complaints have been received about the Elsie Inglis Nursing Home in the last four years and what 
action has been taken by Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland (SCSWIS) or the Care 
Commission. 

 

 (S4W-277) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I understand that the Care Commission received three complaints in the period 
January 2006 to March 2011 and SCSWIS received two complaints about this service in April 2011. 
Five complaint investigations were carried out resulting in two complaints being upheld and three 
partially upheld. 

 



Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what treatment is 
available through the NHS for plagiocephaly in young babies. 

 

 (S4W-284) 

Michael Matheson: The current treatment of babies with plagiocephaly includes supervised “tummy 
time”, avoiding bouncy chairs, and repositioning the baby’s head away from the flattened side when 
sleeping. 

A leaflet was developed in 2007, Protect your baby’s natural headshape: tummy time to play, back 
to sleep, a copy of which is given to all new parents. The leaflet advises new parents that it is good for 
a baby’s development to experience different positions when awake whilst reinforcing the “back to 
sleep” message. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is 
on the importance of independent advocacy for people with learning disabilities in light of the reduction 
in services across local authority areas and in expenditure on disability benefits. 

 

 (S4W-285) 

Michael Matheson: Whilst the Scottish Government sets national direction of policy on mental 
health and provides funding to agencies, including NHS boards and local authorities, to support the 
implementation of policy, it is the responsibility of relevant local agencies to decide on local actions 
and spending priorities in the implementation of national policy. 

Access to independent advocacy for people with learning disabilities continues to be a priority and 
the Scottish Government is working with key stakeholders to ensure disabled people have access to a 
range of structured, valued and accessible advocacy services to support their access to independent 
living in all aspects of day to day life. 

The Scottish Government is providing local government in Scotland with almost £11.6 billion. The 
vast majority of the funding, including the funding for disability services will be provided by means of a 
block grant. It is the responsibility of each local authority to allocate the total financial resources 
available to it on the basis of local needs and priorities having first fulfilled its statutory obligations and 
the jointly agreed set of national and local priorities including the Scottish Government’s key strategic 
objectives. 

The expenditure on disability benefits is a reserved issue and a matter for Westminster. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what (a) existing and 
(b) additional resources are being made available for the provision of independent advocacy for 
people with learning disabilities. 

 

 (S4W-286) 

Michael Matheson: Under the Mental Health (Scotland) Act 2003, advocacy for people with 
learning disabilities is provided locally by local authorities and health boards. The 2010 report by the 
Parliament’s Equal Opportunities Committee, recognised that significant resources, approximately £18 
million, had been given to both local authorities and health boards as part of the implementation of the 
2003 Act, of which advocacy is an important part. 

The Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011 provides for the establishment of the Patient Advice and 
Support Service (PASS). One of the duties of PASS will be to direct people to other sources of advice 
and support. 

Additional funding of £500,000 per year from 2010-11 is being provided to cover the potential 
increase in referrals and to address gaps in provision. In 2010-11 this additional funding was provided 
to ensure health boards have undertaken a needs assessment and have up to date Advocacy Plans in 
place. 



The Scottish Independent Advocacy Alliance (SIAA), which is funded by the Scottish Government 
Health Directorates is working with boards on the development of the advocacy plans. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is 
taking to ensure that local authorities comply with the Equality Act 2010 and the disability equality duty 
when reducing services for disabled people. 

 

 (S4W-287) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Local authorities are subject to the Equality Act 2010 and the new public sector 
equality duty which it contains. This new duty came into force on 5 April 2011 and covers all of the 
relevant protected characteristics in the Equality Act 2010. The duty requires public authorities to pay 
“due regard” to the need to eliminate discrimination, victimisation and harassment which are unlawful 
under the Act, to advance equality of opportunity and to foster good relations. It is for local authorities 
themselves to determine how they respond to the duty. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the policy of 
no compulsory redundancies applies to all NHS workers. 

 (S4W-327) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Our manifesto commitment covers all NHS employees. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the First 
Minister means by “Our commitment is to seek to extend that [no-compulsory-redundancy deal]—first 
to the 160,000 workers in our national health service” (Official Report, c. 68). 

 (S4W-328) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This means that we will work with NHS employers in Scotland to fulfil our 
manifesto commitment to guarantee there will be no compulsory redundancies in the NHS. In this way 
security and certainty will be provided for thousands of households across Scotland who are already 
dealing with pressures on family budgets caused by rising prices and higher UK taxes such as VAT. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the National 
Scrutiny Group last met and what was discussed. 

 (S4W-330) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The National Scrutiny Group last met on 15 March 2011 and discussed some 
issues raised in correspondence from the Royal College of Nursing and the future of the group within 
a wider landscape of groups supporting the implementation of the Healthcare Quality Strategy. A copy 
of the minutes has been placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. number 51640). 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the National 
Scrutiny Group will next meet and what issues will be discussed. 

 (S4W-331) 

Nicola Sturgeon: At its last meeting on 15 March 2011, the National Scrutiny Group concluded that 
while it had essentially fulfilled its initial remit, there continued to be a need for a group to set strategic 
direction at national level and to check operational delivery against that. How best to take that forward, 
is currently under active consideration in partnership between the Scottish Government, NHS Scotland 
boards and staff side representatives. In light of that, no date has yet been set for a further meeting of 
the National Scrutiny Group. 

 



Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the cost of 
prescribing has been in each year since 2007-08. 

 (S4W-332) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The data requested in respect of 2008-09 and 2009-10 is already published on 
the archived web site of the Information and Statistics Division (ISD) of NHS National Services 
Scotland. The website can be reached at:  

http://www.isdscotlandarchive.scot.nhs.uk/isd/2241.html. 

Data for 2010-11 will be added in due course to the new ISD website which can be reached at: 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Prescribing-and-Medicines/Publications/. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it is 
taking to reduce the cost of prescribing and how much this has saved in each year since 2007-08. 

 (S4W-333) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The approach of the Scottish Government and individual territorial health boards 
is to contain reimbursement costs for prescribed items, to encourage best practice, and to develop, in 
conjunction with the clinicians concerned, local prescribing budgets, which support evidence based 
prescribing and thus deliver optimal patient care and value for money.  

The savings achieved since 2007-08 attributable respectively to improved prescribing in primary 
care and more effective drug purchasing in primary care are detailed in the efficiency outturn reports 
for 2008-09 and 2009-10. These can be accessed at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/11/Outturn2008-
09/Q/EditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on/Page/11, and 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/10/Outturn2009-
10/Q/EditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on/Page/8. 

A report for 2010-11 will be published in due course. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many voluntary 
redundancies there were in each NHS board in (a) 2007-08, (b) 2008-09, (c) 2009-10 and (d) 2010-11. 

 (S4W-335) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Information on the numbers of voluntary redundancies is not held centrally and 
would have to be requested from individual NHS boards in Scotland. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the cost was of 
voluntary redundancies in each NHS board in (a) 2007-08, (b) 2008-09, (c) 2009-10 and (d) 2010-11. 

 (S4W-336) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Information on the cost of voluntary redundancies is not held centrally and would 
have to be requested from individual NHS boards in Scotland. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive whether it considers that the creation of a Cancer Drugs Fund in England has 
resulted in an imbalance in equality of access to cancer drugs between Scotland and England and, if 
so, what action it is taking. 

 (S4W-340) 

Nicola Sturgeon: As health is a devolved matter, decisions regarding the introduction of new 
medicines are taken by each of the UK countries through their own appraisal arrangements in line with 
established national priorities. 

http://www.isdscotlandarchive.scot.nhs.uk/isd/2241.html
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Prescribing-and-Medicines/Publications/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/11/Outturn2008-09/Q/EditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on/Page/11
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/11/Outturn2008-09/Q/EditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on/Page/11
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/10/Outturn2009-10/Q/EditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on/Page/8
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/10/Outturn2009-10/Q/EditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on/Page/8


Scotland’s independent and robust arrangements for the appraisal of newly licensed, prescription 
only branded medicines focus on patients in Scotland having equitable access to clinically and cost-
effective medicines to treat all conditions, not just those to treat cancer. This seeks to maintain a focus 
on equity across all conditions throughout all parts of Scotland. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive what assessment it has made of the need for guidelines on using modifiers 
when assessing the health-economic case of ultra-orphan medicines. 

 (S4W-341) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) appraises all newly licensed 
prescription only branded medicines, including orphan medicines, for clinical and cost-effectiveness 
and issues advice to NHS boards. 

The SMC is a consortium of NHS board area drug and therapeutics committees (ADTCs) and 
operates independently from the Scottish Government. Details about the nature of the SMC processes 
are available at: 

http://www.scottishmedicines.org.uk. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S3W-40247 by Nicola Sturgeon on 16 March 
2011, on what date it expects the guidance to be published. 

 (S4W-342) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government published good practice guidance for NHS board 
management of individual patient treatment requests on 18 March 2011 under cover of 
SGHD/CMO(2011)3. The guidance can be found at: 

http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2011)03.pdf. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for what reason it is 
discontinuing funding for the Scottish Arthroplasty Project. 

 

 (S4W-343) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Arthroplasty Project was one of a number of initiatives under 
review by Information Services Division in light of funding pressures. However continued collection of 
information on the use of arthroplasty is a necessary part of our quality strategy at the present time 
and it has been decided to maintain this project. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the Scottish 
Arthroplasty Project's purpose is. 

 

 (S4W-344) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Arthroplasty Project was set up to provide anonymised individual 
consultant and aggregated service outcome data on patients undergoing elective joint replacement 
surgery throughout Scotland. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the cost of the 
Scottish Arthroplasty Project was in 2010-11. 

 

 (S4W-345) 

http://www.scottishmedicines.org.uk/
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2011)03.pdf


Michael Matheson: The cost of NHS National Services Scotland support to the Scottish 
Arthroplasty Project in the financial year 2010-11 was £51,000. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the cost is of a 
failed (a) hip and (b) knee replacement. 

 

 (S4W-346) 

Michael Matheson: Information Services Division has confirmed that this information is not 
collected centrally since it would depend on the cause of failure of the operation. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many failed (a) 
hip and (b) knee replacements there were in 2010-11. 

 

 (S4W-347) 

Michael Matheson: In 2010, 163 patients required revision for an elective primary hip that had been 
replaced within the previous five years, and 184 patients required revision for an elective primary knee 
that had been replaced within the previous five years. A five-year timescale was chosen because 
revision of a hip or knee replacement within five years generally indicates some problem or failure of 
the implant ahead of the usual 10+ years lifespan of the implant. These figures exclude repeat 
revisions of an implant in the same joint. 

As well as revision of failed implants, revision arthroplasty surgery also occurs in order to replace 
implants that have worn out over time (10+ years implant lifespan), and to revise implants that are 
already themselves revisions. In 2010 the total number of hip and knee arthroplasty revisions from all 
sources was 832 and 530 respectively. 

Data for the financial year 2010-11 are not yet available. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what savings have 
been made by NHS Scotland from lessons learned by the Scottish Arthroplasty Project regarding  
failed  hip and knee replacements. 

 

 (S4W-349) 

Michael Matheson: A number of outcomes have improved following the introduction of the project. 
These include reduced infection and dislocation rates as well as a reduction in the number of different 
prostheses used in NHSScotland. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for what reason ward 
66 at the Southern General Hospital is closing. 

 (S4W-350) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Ward 66 is not closing. NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde has decided to move 
the paediatric neurological service to the Royal Hospital for Sick Children (Yorkhill) on an interim 
basis. 

This decision follows a review of paediatric neurosurgery and craniofacial surgery at the Southern 
General and Yorkhill Hospitals carried out by The Royal College of Anaesthetists in November 2010. 
A key recommendation of the review was that it would be in the best interests of patients to 
consolidate the paediatric neurological service at Yorkhill as an interim move, ahead of the relocation 
of the children’s hospital to the new south Glasgow hospital site in 2015. 

This move will see this group of young patients being cared for in facilities specifically dedicated for 
children for the first time, and will therefore allow NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde to deliver this 



highly specialised service in the most suitable environment. This ensures access to the full range of 
wider dedicated paediatric clinical specialties such as ITU, HDU and anaesthesia. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it considers 
that the closure of ward 66 at the Southern General Hospital represents a service change that merits 
consideration by the Cabinet Secretary for Health, Wellbeing and Cities Strategy. 

 (S4W-351) 

Nicola Sturgeon: No. This is an interim move phased over the next 12 to 18 months prior to the 
opening of the new Royal Hospital for Sick Children on the new south Glasgow hospital site in 2015. 
The decision is based on the explicit recommendation of an independent expert clinical body and it is 
important to note that, this interim move aside, the service would always have been located at the 
New Southern General site from 2015. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is 
on the closure of ward 66 at the Southern General Hospital in light of the SNP 2011 manifesto 
commitment to keep services local. 

 (S4W-352) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Whilst the government maintains its commitment to keeping services local, I have 
always been clear that patient safety and the quality of care remains my paramount concern. 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde’s decision has been informed by a review of paediatric 
neurosurgery and craniofacial surgery at the Southern General and Yorkhill Hospitals carried out by 
the Royal College of Anaesthetists in November 2010. A key recommendation of the review was to 
consolidate the paediatric neurological service at Yorkhill as an interim move, ahead of the relocation 
of the children’s hospital to the new south Glasgow hospital site in 2015. 

It was the unanimous view of the Royal College review team that this interim change is necessary to 
provide the safest and most clinically appropriate service for children until the new hospital opens in 
2015. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will fund 
transcatheter aortic valve implantation treatment where conventional heart surgery is not an option. 

 (S4W-353) 

Nicola Sturgeon: NHS boards continue to ensure that local arrangements are in place so that 
people with severe aortic stenosis get access to appropriate clinical treatment. As part of those 
arrangements, where it is considered clinically appropriate by their doctors, patients can get access to 
transcatheter aortic valve implantation treatment through consideration by an individual case panel. 

It should be noted that conventional aortic valve replacement surgery in appropriate cases remains a 
clinically proven and cost effective treatment for aortic stenosis. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many patients 
from Scotland are referred to England for transcatheter aortic valve implantation treatment and how 
much this costs annually. 

 (S4W-354) 

Nicola Sturgeon: In 2009, 12 patients from Scotland were transferred to England for transcatheter 
aortic valve implantation (TAVI).  

The National Planning Forum (NPF) reviewed the costs associated with these transfers, as part of 
its review of TAVI, earlier this year. The NPF found that from a sample of six cases, costs varied from 
£25,009 to £70,778, with an average cost of £44,213 per procedure. 

This variation in cost is primarily due to varying length of stay within an intensive treatment unit 
following the procedure. 



 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many dedicated physiotherapists each NHS board has to deal with the needs of people with multiple 
sclerosis. 

 (S4W-359) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This information is not centrally available. However, published information 
showing the whole time equivalent of allied health professions, including physiotherapy, by NHS board 
and region, is available on the ISD website at:  

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health%2DTopics/Workforce/Allied%2DHealth%2DProfessions/Allied%2
0health%20professions%202010.xls. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it provides guidance to NHS boards regarding how many dedicated physiotherapists they 
should have to deal with the needs of people with multiple sclerosis. 

 (S4W-360) 

Nicola Sturgeon: It is for individual NHS boards to determine the number of dedicated 
physiotherapists they require dealing with people with multiple sclerosis (MS) based on local priorities 
and clinical need. However, Healthcare Improvement Scotland (HIS, formerly NHS Quality 
Improvement Scotland) launched its Clinical Standards for Neurological Health Services on 21 
January 2010, along with an implementation plan for NHS boards’ use, detailing tools and techniques 
for improvement. The standards are in part generic, dealing with the early part of the patient journey, 
including access to specialist neurological services and the quality of the patient experience. The 
remainder of the standards focus on five specific conditions including MS. 

Standard 14, which covers access to specialist MS services, requires that as a minimum the MS 
multidisciplinary team should consist of: a consultant who specialises in the diagnosis and 
management of MS; an MS clinical nurse; the patient and carer. Additional input from other healthcare 
professionals including physiotherapists with experience and training in neurological conditions should 
also be offered.  

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much each NHS board has allocated to funding mental health advocacy services in each financial 
year since 1999. 

 

 (S4W-361) 

Michael Matheson: There is a duty on NHS boards and local authorities under the Mental Health 
(Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 to secure the availability of independent advocacy services 
for people who have a mental health condition. Advocacy services are not funded centrally, these 
services may be secured by the NHS boards or local authorities through funding from their own 
allocations or by obtaining support from other sources. 

Since 2005-06, overall funding for local authorities has included £13 million per year to help them 
implement the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003, of which advocacy is an 
important part. Similarly, £5 million per year has been made available to NHS boards to help them 
deliver the Act. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it provides guidance to NHS boards regarding how much they should allocate to funding 
mental health advocacy services. 

 

 (S4W-362) 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Allied-Health-Professions/Allied%20health%20professions%202010.xls
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Allied-Health-Professions/Allied%20health%20professions%202010.xls


Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government sets the national direction of policy on mental health 
and provides funding to agencies, including NHS boards and local authorities to support 
implementation of these policies. The management of local actions in implementing national policy, 
and decisions on local spending priorities are the responsibility of relevant local agencies. 

Under the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003, advocacy is provided, or its 
provision secured, at local level by local authorities and the NHS. As recognised in the 2010 report by 
the Parliament’s Equal Opportunities Committee, significant resources were given to local government 
and health boards as part of the implementation of the 2003 Act. Since 2005-06, overall funding for 
local authorities has included £13 million per year to help them implement the Mental Health (Care 
and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003, of which advocacy is an important part. Similarly, £5 million per 
year has been made available to NHS boards to help them deliver the Act. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when 
the national strategy on housing for older people will be published. 

 (S4W-370) 

Keith Brown: The national strategy on housing for older people is due to be published in December 
2011. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much funding is or will be available for the Empty Homes scheme in (a) 2011-12, (b) 2012-13, (c) 
2013-14 and (d) 2014-15. 

 (S4W-371) 

Keith Brown: £53,755 has been set aside in 2011-12 to fund the Scottish Empty Homes 
Partnership, which is managed by Shelter Scotland. While the Scottish Government plans to extend 
funding for the Scottish Empty Homes Partnership beyond 2011-12, details of funding for future years 
have not yet been confirmed. Future funding will be considered as part of the Scottish Government’s 
forthcoming spending review. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with local authorities since May 2007 regarding the enforcement of tenancy 
rules for tenants who commit antisocial behaviour. 

 (S4W-372) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government regularly engages with local authorities through the 
Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (COSLA). While no discussions with individual local 
authorities have taken place, COSLA is a key partner in developing policy and practice in a range of 
housing and antisocial behaviour matters. This includes our approach to tackling antisocial behaviour 
set out in Promoting Positive Outcomes which was published jointly by the Scottish Government and 
COSLA in March 2009. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what account the Scottish Medicines Consortium takes of the budgetary impact of 
the uptake of ultra-orphan medicines when assessing their cost effectiveness. 

 

 (S4W-414) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) operates independently from the 
Scottish Government. Details about the nature of the SMC processes are available at: 

http://www.scottishmedicines.org.uk. 

 

http://www.scottishmedicines.org.uk/


Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what action is being taken to ensure that all NHS boards ensure that there is a 
multidisciplinary risk assessment process for decisions on feeding people with swallowing difficulties, 
as recommended by the Mental Welfare Commission in Starved of care - investigation into the care 
and treatment of “Mrs V”. 

 

 (S4W-442) 

Nicola Sturgeon: In order to ascertain a patient’s nutritional status, and whether they have 
swallowing difficulties, an assessment must be made when a patient is admitted to hospital. 

When screening identifies compromised nutritional and/or swallowing difficulties other services will 
become involved, such as speech and language therapists, dentists, occupational therapists and 
psychiatrists, in addition to dietitians.  

Since 2008, the Scottish Government has committed over £1.75 million to ensure malnutrition 
screening of all patients, the funding of nutrition champions in every NHS board and the development 
of a toolkit to assist all staff dealing with food, fluid and nutrition from catering staff to senior charge 
nurses. 

Infrastructure and Capital Investment 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many affordable homes it expects to be built in each local authority area in 2011 by (a) housing 
associations, (b) housing co-operatives and (c) the local authority. 

 (S4W-368) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government collates the estimated completion dates for affordable 
homes that the Scottish Government helps fund. The estimated completions in each local authority 
area for 2011-12 broken down by (a) housing association, (b) housing co-operative and (c) by local 
authority are set out in the table below. These are expected figures which may change over the course 
of the year due to possible delays in some projects starting on site or delays to anticipated 
completions following for example poor weather. The figures exclude affordable housing projects by 
other developers and are based on the projects that have been approved to date. 

Estimated Completions 2011-12 

Local Authority Area Estimated Housing 
Association 
Completions 

Estimated Housing 
Co-operative 
Completions 

Estimated Local 
Authority 

Completions 

Total 

Aberdeen City 64 65 151 280 

Aberdeenshire 52  35 87 

Angus 44   44 

Argyll and Bute 59   59 

Clackmannanshire 47   47 

Dumfries and Galloway 114   114 

Dundee 92  32 124 

East Ayrshire 105  40 145 

East Dunbartonshire 72  19 91 

East Lothian 76   76 

East Renfrewshire 103   103 

Edinburgh 446   446 

Falkirk 58  96 154 

Fife 257  57 314 

Glasgow 985 2  987 

Highland 310  51 361 

Inverclyde 240   240 

Midlothian 57  137 194 

Moray 143   143 

North Ayrshire 118  40 158 

North Lanarkshire 183   183 



Local Authority Area Estimated Housing 
Association 
Completions 

Estimated Housing 
Co-operative 
Completions 

Estimated Local 
Authority 

Completions 

Total 

Orkney 80  38 118 

Perth and Kinross 111  81 192 

Renfrewshire 93   93 

Scottish Borders 0   0 

Shetland 60   60 

South Ayrshire 76  68 144 

South Lanarkshire 298   298 

Stirling 56  25 81 

West Dunbartonshire 187   187 

West Lothian 59   59 

Western Isles 105   105 

 4,750 67 870 5,687 

 

Justice 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many football 
banning orders were (a) applied for and (b) granted in (a) 2006-07, (b) 2007-08, (c) 2008-09, (d) 2009-
10 and (e) 2010-11, broken down by sherrifdom. 

 (S4W-374) 

Kenny MacAskill: The following table shows the number of football banning orders (FBOs) granted 
in Scotland since September 2006 when the legislation came into force. A breakdown of the figures by 
sheriffdom is not held centrally. 

Force 
 

September 2006 
to March 2007 

April 2007 
to March 

2008 

April 2008 
to March 

2009 

April 2009 
to March 

2010 

April 2010 
to March 

2011 

Total 

British 
Transport 
Police 

0 2 0 2 6 10 

Central  0 0 0 6 1 7 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

0 0 0 0 3 3 

Fife 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Grampian 0 2 13 2 2 19 

Lothian and 
Borders 

0 2 2 0 1 5 

Northern 0 0 2 0 1 3 

Strathclyde 1 6 14 19 25 65 

Tayside 0 7 0 2 0 9 

Total 1 19 31 31 39 121 

At 13 May 2011, a total of 128 FBOs on conviction have been issued with 13 having been granted 
on civil Summary Application bringing the total of FBOs issued in Scotland to 141. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many of the 
football banning orders (a) applied for and (b) granted in each year since 2006 have related to 
sectarian offences. 

 (S4W-375) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S3W-40275 on 17 March 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

More up-to-date figures may be held by the football banning order authority which is housed within 
Strathclyde Police. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to 
change the provisions of the Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2006 in relation 
to football banning orders. 

 

 (S4W-376) 

Kenny MacAskill: All options are being considered with regard to tackling sectarianism connected 
to football, including the potential for changes to the provisions of the Police, Public Order and 
Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2006 in relation to football banning orders. 

This will be considered further through the work of the joint action group. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether online 
postings that seek to incite sectarian hatred can be used as the basis for an application for a football 
banning order. 

 

 (S4W-377) 

Kenny MacAskill: In any case where it appears to the court that an offence is motivated (wholly or 
partly) by a football match, this can lead to a football banning order. This would, of course, be a matter 
for the courts depending on the circumstances of individual cases. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive when the responses to its consultation on the future of policing will be published. 

 

 (S4W-387) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-380 on 8 June 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Humza Yousaf (Glasgow) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
arrests for terrorism-related offences have been made at Scottish airports as a result of stops under 
Schedule 7 of the Terrorism Act 2000. 

 

 (S4W-463) 

Kenny MacAskill: The information requested is not held centrally. Statistics on crimes recorded by 
the police do not include information about the location of a crime. 

 

Humza Yousaf (Glasgow) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
convictions there have been for terrorism-related offences as a direct result of Schedule 7 stops under 
the Terrorism Act 2000 at Scottish airports. 

 

 (S4W-464) 

Kenny MacAskill: It is not possible to link convictions for terrorism related offences to Schedule 7 
stops under the Terrorism Act 2000 from the information held centrally. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will publish an 
updated Scottish Strategy for Victims. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


 

 (S4W-496) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-151 on 31 May 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how it is supporting Berwickshire fishermen with the transition to 
electronic logbooks. 

 

 (S4W-238) 

Richard Lochhead: As set out in council regulation 1224/2009 all vessels over 12 metres across 
the EU are legally required to report using an electronic logbooks on a phased implementation basis: 

As from 1 January 2010 vessels of 24 metres overall;  
As from 1 January 2011 vessels over 15 metres overall to 24 metres overall operating in third 

country waters; 
As from 1 July 2011 vessels of 15 metres overall to 24 metres overall, and 
As from 1 January 2012 vessels of 12 metres to 15 metres 

Scotland has implemented electronic logbooks as set out in EU legislation as have the rest of the 
UK and other member states. Marine Scotland offered grant in aid toward the cost of purchasing the 
software. The scheme closed on 31 March 2011. Further information on electronic logbooks can be 
found on the Marine Scotland website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Sea-Fisheries/Regulation/ERS. 

To facilitate its implementation, Marine Scotland has held several meetings with industry and these 
meetings have been a useful means of gathering feedback and developing processes to deal with 
technical problems. Marine Scotland has produced a guidance document for industry and has sought 
comments back from industry on its effectiveness. 

Initially there were difficulties with the logbook reports and Marine Scotland Compliance has worked 
directly with skippers to resolve these issues. Marine Scotland will continue to work with and assist 
industry as we continue to roll out the electronic logbook systems. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it 
encourages new entrants into the tenanted farming sector. 

 

 (S4W-309) 

Richard Lochhead: During the last parliamentary session, the Scottish Government asked the 
Tenant Farming Forum to consider what measures were needed in order to reduce the barriers to new 
entrants wishing to gain entry in to tenant farming. The forum responded with a number of 
recommendations on 14 October 2009. The Scottish Government responded positively to the forum’s 
recommendations and has implemented six of the eight changes to agricultural tenancy legislation 
through the Public Service Reform (Agricultural Holdings) (Scotland) Order, which came into affect on 
22 March 2011. The Scottish Government is currently consulting on a draft Bill that would implement 
the other two recommendations.  

As well as the above, the Scottish Government have introduced a range of support mechanisms for 
young new entrant entrants to farming, including significant grant support of up to 60% towards capital 
improvements and modernisation projects. The Scottish Government was also the first Scottish 
administration to launch a dedicated new entrants support measure, currently worth up to £27,397 in 
interest rate relief along with an one-off establishment grant of up to £20,548. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Sea-Fisheries/Regulation/ERS


 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans 
to changes the rights of succession to allow grandchildren to succeed grandparents into farming 
tenancies. 

 

 (S4W-310) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government published a consultation paper on 22 March 2011 
with a draft Bill which would amend the definition of “near relatives” in the Agricultural Holdings 
(Scotland) Act 1991 to include grandchildren. 

Where a tenant farmer dies and his tenancy passes by succession, a landlord is entitled to serve a 
notice to quit on the successor tenant. A landlord can serve an incontestable notice to quit on any 
successor as tenant if they are not a "near relative" of the deceased tenant. Where the successor 
tenant is a "near relative" of the deceased tenant, that person is entitled to give the landlord a counter 
notice requiring that the Land Court consents to operation of the notice to quit. In other words, "near 
relatives" enjoy a degree of protection that other successors do not. 

The Scottish Government considers that the class of persons entitled to this degree of statutory 
protection should be widened to include a grandchild. It is therefore proposed to achieve this through 
extending the definition of "near relative" to include "grandchild" within the list of relatives of a 
deceased tenant who are entitled to give a landlord counter notice requiring the Land Court to consent 
to the operation of a notice to quit. 

The consultation is due to close on 30 June 2011. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will 
review Land Court procedures. 

 

 (S4W-311) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government does not have any plans to review Land Court 
procedures. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will 
review section 13 of the Agricultural Holdings (Scotland) Act 1991. 

 

 (S4W-312) 

Richard Lochhead: On 30 September 2010, the Scottish Government invited the Tenant Farming 
Forum to submit their views on what changes might help simplify the means by which agricultural 
rents are set (under section 13 of the Agricultural Holdings (Scotland) Act 1991) and the process for 
determining disputes over rent reviews. The Scottish Government will consider its response once it 
has received the views of the Tenant Farming Forum. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will 
consider consolidating agricultural holdings legislation. 

 

 (S4W-313) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government does not propose to consolidate agricultural holdings 
legislation at this time. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-184 



S4W-185 
S4W-186 
S4W-199 
S4W-212 
S4W-213 
S4W-214 
S4W-221 

 


