
Wednesday 8 June 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it is 
taking to encourage increased employment in West Dunbartonshire. 

 

 (S4W-334) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-73 on 31 May 2011. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the 
guidance laid out in Circular 38/1992, Disposal of Surplus Government Land - The Chrichel Down 
Rules, remains in place with regard to the exceptions from the obligation to offer surplus government 
land back to its previous owner. 

 

 (S4W-413) 

John Swinney: Circular 38/1992 and the guidance it contains remains in place. The Scottish 
Government has, however, recently carried out a public consultation seeking views on new draft 
guidance on using compulsory purchase. This included a new draft circular to replace circular 
38/1992. We are currently analysing the consultation responses and intend issuing the new circular 
later this year. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is 
reviewing health screening for heart disease in line with a more targeted approach. 

Holding answer issued: 6 June 2011 (S4W-145) 

Michael Matheson: There is no national screening programme for heart disease in Scotland. 
However, the Keep Well and Well North programme of inequalities targeted health checks, which has 
been operating in some areas of Scotland since 2006, has focussed on cardiovascular disease (CVD) 
and its associated risk factors. From 2012, this programme will be mainstreamed across 
NHSScotland. The programme will be targeted at individuals aged between 40 and 64, with no 
previous diagnosis of stroke, diabetes or CVD, who live in Scotland’s most deprived communities. The 
programme will also identify carers and specific vulnerable populations who, evidence suggests, are at 
increased risk of CVD. 

Justice 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding RAF (a) Leuchars 
and (b) Lossiemouth since 5 May 2011. 

 

 (S4W-231) 

Kenny MacAskill: The First Minister most recently met with the Secretary of State for Defence in 
Glasgow on Thursday 26 May 2011. At that meeting the First Minister highlighted the disproportionate 
nature of any additional RAF withdrawal from Scotland following the decision to close RAF Kinloss 
and set out on behalf of the Residents Action Force Leuchars and the Moray Task Force the strategic 
defence, economic and social arguments for the continuation of both of Scotland's remaining RAF 
bases. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


Scottish Government officials have also been in regular contact with the Ministry of Defence 
regarding the ongoing UK Strategic Defence and Security Review, including making continued and 
joint representations on behalf of both RAF Leuchars and RAF Lossiemouth. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive, further to the answer to question S3W-40551 by Kenny MacAskill on 22 March 2011, how 
many drug finds there have been in prisons in the Lothians region in each month since December 
2010, broken down by prison. 

 

 (S4W-240) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The Scottish Prison Service works in partnership with the police and other agencies to detect and 
interrupt the supply of drugs into our prisons. The number of drug finds which have been made in our 
prisons in the Lothian area are detailed in the following table. 

2011 January February March April May 

Addiewell 22 14 34 25 15 

Edinburgh 31 17 29 13 6 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many people were convicted of carrying a knife or other bladed weapon in the Lothians 
region in 2010-11. 

 (S4W-241) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information for 2010-11 will not be available until publication of the Criminal 
Proceedings in Scotland, 2010-11 Statistical Bulletin. This is due to be published in December 2011. 

The dates of all Scottish Government Official and National Statistics publications are pre-
announced, and the up to date list of future publications can be found at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many people 
attended the police consultation events held in (a) Glasgow, (b) Edinburgh, (c) Ayr, (d) Inverness, (e) 
Aberdeen and (f) Perth on the future of policing. 

 

 (S4W-379) 

Kenny MacAskill: Regional consultation events were held across Scotland, bringing together police 
and local partners in health, local government, criminal justice and the voluntary sector. The number of 
people attending these events was as follows: 

(a) Glasgow 49; 
(b) Edinburgh 34; 
(c) Ayr 46; 
(d) Inverness 13; 
(e) Aberdeen 22, and 
(f) Perth 34. 

Presentations on the consultation were made to all eight police boards and a further 38 meetings to 
discuss the consultation were held with police, local government and other partners during the 
consultation period. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many responses 
have been received to its consultation on the future of policing. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming


 

 (S4W-380) 

Kenny MacAskill: A total of 219 responses were received in response to the consultation on the 
future of policing in Scotland. These are currently being analysed and will be published before the 
summer recess. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will bring 
forward its proposals on the future structure of Scottish policing. 

 

 (S4W-381) 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive, in light of the publication in April 2011, of an open letter from the chief constables of 
Grampian Police, Dumfries and Galloway Constabulary and Northern Constabulary opposing the 
creation of a single force, whether it remains its position to reduce the number of police forces and, if 
so, by how many. 

 

 (S4W-388) 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive, in light of the vote at the 2011 Scottish Police Federation conference, where 78% of 
delegates voted against the creation of a single police force, whether it remains its position to reduce 
the number of police forces and, if so, by how many. 

 

 (S4W-389) 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what its position is on the comments by the chief constable of Strathclyde Police that it 
would be preferable to stay with eight police forces rather than move to three or four forces, as 
reported in The Scotsman on 25 May 2011. 

 

 (S4W-390) 

Kenny MacAskill: We are committed to reform of the police service in Scotland to improve services 
and outcomes, provide greater local accountability and engagement and achieve the efficiencies 
necessary to sustain frontline policing for the long term. However, no decision on the future structure 
has been taken. We are considering the responses to our recent consultation and will outline our 
response to them before summer recess. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will evaluate 
the savings that would be generated from (a) reducing the number of police forces and (b) creating a 
single national police force. 

 

 (S4W-382) 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will 
evaluate the (a) costs and (b) savings of reducing the number of police forces to (i) two, (ii) three, (iii) 
four and (d) five. 

 

 (S4W-383) 

Kenny MacAskill: A team of policing professionals is working under the auspices of the sustainable 
policing project to examine the evidence for reform. Building on this work, we are developing an 
outline business case setting out potential costs and savings of each option. 



 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will 
consider establishing a victims’ commissioner. 

 

 (S4W-384) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-150 on 31 May 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much it has 
allocated to support the use of community payback orders. 

 

 (S4W-385) 

Kenny MacAskill: Scotland's Budget Documents 2011-12: Budget (Scotland) Bill Supporting 
Document, sets-out the allocations of funding made to community justice services. In 2011-12 £111 
million has been allocated to that purpose in total. The breakdown is available in schedule 3.1 of the 
justice chapter of the document and that information is available on the Scottish Government website 
at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/18110201/7. 

The £111 million figure is made up of the £23.8 million allocation for offender service contained 
within the justice chapter of the document and the £86.5 million for criminal justice social work 
contained within the local government chapter of the document, plus a miscellaneous line of £0.9 
million. In addition to those sums, I announced in February 2011 a further £4 million to support the 
unpaid work element of the community payback order. 

These sums help support the wide range of activities that local authorities and community justice 
authorities undertake as part of their duties in administering community payback orders. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many community 
payback orders have been imposed since their introduction. 

 

 (S4W-386) 

Kenny MacAskill: There were 333 community payback orders imposed during the months of 
February and March 2011. This information was published on 10 May 2011 and is available on the 
Scottish Government website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/CPOs.  

Further updates will be published on a quarterly basis throughout 2011. The next publication date, 
covering the period from April to June 2011 (inclusive), is scheduled to be in August 2011. 

 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer 
to question S3W-40242  by Kenny MacAskill on 14 March 2011, when it will next publish an audit of 
community service.  

 

 (S4W-494) 

Kenny MacAskill: The results of the 2010 audit of community service are available on the Scottish 
Government website at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/18110201/7
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/CPOs


http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/public-safety/offender-
management/offender/community/examples/6822. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much funding it provided to Scottish Water in each of the last five years and how much it will  provide 
in each of the next five years. 

 

 (S4W-258) 

Alex Neil: The amounts lent to Scottish Water in the last five years are available in Scottish Water's 
annual accounts which are laid before the Parliament. Copies of these documents are available in the 
Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe). The relevant Bib. numbers are: 

Year Bib. Number 

2006-07 43566 

2007-08 46506 

2008-09 48596 

2009-10 51154 

The 2010-11 accounts will be placed in SPICe under Bib. number 52950 shortly, but the unaudited 
amount is £106 million. 

The Scottish Government is committed to lending £700 million in support of the 2010-15 investment 
programme. £140 million has been provided so far. No net new lending is budgeted for 2011-12. The 
profile of the remaining £560 million will be considered in the forthcoming Spending Review. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/public-safety/offender-management/offender/community/examples/6822
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/public-safety/offender-management/offender/community/examples/6822

