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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, in 
relation to the dualling of the A9 between Perth and Inverness, what funding mechanism will be used; 
what the timetable is for delivery of the project; what the expected capital investment is for 2011-12 
and each of the following four financial years, and what the projected total cost is. 

 (S4W-223) 

Keith Brown: The A9 is a key artery in Scotland’s transport network and we will continue to invest in 
improvements to the road on a continuing and progressive basis. The construction of the extended 
dual section at Crubenmore is well advanced and we are taking forward design work on sections 
between Perth and Blair Atholl. 

Dualling between Perth and Inverness involves approximately 87 miles of new carriageway and will 
require in-depth planning and design to ensure we deliver the right scheme, taking into consideration 
all the factors, including environmental constraints, such as the protected Cairngorms National Park. 

The pace at which the dualling will take place will be determined by the availability of resources in 
future spending reviews. The STPR (Strategic Transport Projects Review) contained indicative cost 
estimates for the upgrade of the A9 from Dunblane to Inverness as part of Intervention 16. This work 
will be completed in phases with an estimated cost range of between £2 billion and £4 billion in 2008 
prices. 

A decision on funding mechanisms will be determined on the basis of what will achieve best value 
and the most effective delivery. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, in 
relation to improvements to the A96, what funding mechanism will be used; what the timetable is for 
delivery of the project; what the expected capital investment is for 2011-12 and each of the following 
four financial years, and what the projected total cost is. 

 (S4W-224) 

Keith Brown: Design work for the A96 Inveramsay Bridge scheme is currently underway. A capital 
budget of £750,000 has been allocated to take the design work up to the stage where a preferred 
option can be identified. This design work is currently programmed for delivery in spring 2012. 

The statutory process for the A96 Threapland scheme has been completed and will be taken 
forward at the earliest possible opportunity. The current estimated cost for the scheme is £5.5 million. 
The funding mechanism has yet to be determined. 

The £31.5 million A96 Fochabers to Mosstodloch scheme is currently under construction and is due 
for completion in February 2012. Estimated capital spend shown in the following table: 

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 

£11.622 million £0.260 million £0.080 million £0.080 million £0.080 million 

 
In addition, £1.7 million improvement and maintenance works are programmed at Alves and 

Allanfearn to Stratton in the current financial year. In the next two financial years, £3.07 million works 
are programmed, including at Newton to Allanfearn and Barmuchity. This work will be funded through 
the maintenance budget. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, in 
relation to the M8 Baillieston to Newhouse project, how long the operational period of the non-profit 
distributing arrangements will be; what the timetable is for delivery of the project; what the expected 
capital investment is for 2011-12 and each of the following four financial years, and what the projected 
total cost is. 



 (S4W-225) 

Keith Brown: The operational period of the non-profit distributing arrangement is expected to be 30 
years. The M8 Baillieston to Newhouse project, in combination with schemes on the M74 at Raith 
Junction and on the M73 and M74, will take four years to construct following the financial and 
tendering process. The projected total capital cost for all three schemes is £320 million and we are 
currently reviewing the expected profile of capital investment and repayments ahead of the planned 
procurement start later this year. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, in 
relation to improvements to the A90/A96 at the Haudagain roundabout, what funding mechanism will 
be used; what the timetable is for delivery of the project; what the expected capital investment is for 
2011-12 and each of the following four financial years, and what the projected total cost is. 

 (S4W-228) 

Keith Brown: The commitment previously given to start improvements to Haudagain Roundabout 
following completion of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route (AWPR) remains firmly in place and 
preparation work will be put in hand at the appropriate time to achieve that end. The programme for 
both schemes will be reviewed once the current legal challenges against the AWPR have been 
resolved. 

A decision on how to procure construction of the improvements to Haudagain Roundabout, which 
will be based on best value, will be taken at the appropriate time. 

The STAG Report prepared by Aberdeen City Council estimated that the preferred option (Option 5) 
would cost in the region of £14.5 million (May 2007 prices and excluding VAT). 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, in 
relation to the dualling of the A90 between Balmedie and Tipperty, what funding mechanism will be 
used; what the timetable is for delivery of the project; what the expected capital investment is for 2011-
12 and each of the following four financial years, and what the projected total cost is. 

 (S4W-229) 

Keith Brown: The A90 Balmedie to Tipperty scheme and the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route 
(AWPR) will be procured through a combined Non-Profit Distributing (NPD) Model contract. The 
programme for both schemes will be reviewed once the current legal challenges against the AWPR 
have been resolved. 

The current estimated cost for the A90 Balmedie to Tipperty Scheme is £51 to £64 million excluding 
VAT. This estimated cost will be reviewed and updated once the statutory procedures are complete 
and prior to the commencement of the procurement process. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to upgrade the A1 in Berwickshire. 

 (S4W-234) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S3W-40373 on 17 March 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S3W-38686 by Keith Brown on 20 January 2011, what work has 
been undertaken on the Highland main line to reduce journey times between Inverness and 
Glasgow/Edinburgh and whether additional financial commitments or improvements will be made in 
the current parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-235) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


Keith Brown: Network Rail has recently completed a line speed assessment of the route, and has 
identified opportunities for higher speeds along specific sections. A number of technical improvements 
will be implemented later this year and should deliver reduced journey times on some services next 
year. 

Further development of this project is planned for later this year, which will examine additional 
infrastructure improvements, such as the potential for a number of passing loops. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S3W-39333 by Keith Brown on 24 February 2011, whether there will 
be changes to the (a) final cost or (b) completion date of the (i) Forth Replacement Crossing, (ii) M74 
extension, (iii) M8/Network Improvements/M74 Raith, (iv) M80 Completion (Stepps to Haggs), (v) 
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route or (vi) Borders Railway project in the current parliamentary 
session. 

 (S4W-236) 

Keith Brown: The total out-turn cost of the Forth Replacement Crossing is now £1.62 billion with an 
estimated completion date of 2016-17. 

All other information contained in the answer to question S3W-39333 remains the same. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
progress it has made with its plans to improve the rail network between Aberdeen and Inverness. 

 (S4W-364) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-218 on 2 June 2011. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at http://scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it plans to undertake a study into train overcrowding on the Aberdeen to Inverness rail 
network. 

 (S4W-365) 

Keith Brown: There are no plans to undertake a separate study into overcrowding on the Aberdeen 
to Inverness line. However, a pre-feasibility study published on 22 March 2011, includes options to 
provide half hourly services between Inverness and Elgin and Aberdeen and Inverurie. 

Work has now begun to examine the feasibility, cost and deliverability of this and other options, and 
this work will be completed early next year. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Dr Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
reductions in staffed beds other than temporary closures and winter pressure planning NHS boards 
reported in (a) 2009-10 and (b) 2010-11 and are planning for 2011-12. 

Holding answer issued: 26 May 2011 (S4W-19) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The number of available staffed beds by NHS board is routinely published by 
Information Services Division on the beds section of their website:  

http://www.isdscotland.org/isd/3425.html. 

Information for the financial year 2010-11 will be published on 28 June 2011. 

The decision around the exact number of acute hospital beds planned across NHSScotland in 2011-
12 is a matter for individual NHS boards who are responsible for determining the local needs of their 
resident population and, as stated by Andy Kerr on March 19 2007, “there are good reasons for 
reductions in acute bed numbers.” 

http://scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
http://www.isdscotland.org/isd/3425.html


Information on the average number of available staffed beds by NHS board of treatment for all acute 
specialties for financial years 2008-09 and 2009-10 is provided in the following table. 

Average number of available staffed beds by NHS board for all acute specialties; financial year 
2008-09 to 2009-10: 

NHS Board 2008-09 2009-10 

Scotland 17,383 17,099 

Ayrshire and Arran 1,209 1,171 

Borders 387 362 

Dumfries and Galloway 527 534 

Fife 828 802 

Forth Valley 688 609 

Grampian 1,878 1,850 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 4,968 4,915 

Highland 1,076 1,038 

Lanarkshire 1,509 1,509 

Lothian 2,538 2,518 

Orkney 48 48 

Shetland 48 50 

Tayside 1,378 1,384 

Western Isles 131 131 

Source: ISD(S)1. 

 

Mr Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive for what reason not all 
patients with paroxysmal nocturnal haemoglobinuria have access to treatment. 

Holding answer issued: 2 June 2011 (S4W-96) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Patients with paroxysmal nocturnal haemoglobinuria have access to treatment, 
which is usually recommended at an outreach clinic in Monklands Hospital, Lanarkshire, under the 
auspices of the UK designated specialist service based in Leeds. 

 

Mr Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what criteria are used to 
decide on access to treatment for paroxysmal nocturnal haemoglobinuria. 

Holding answer issued: 2 June 2011 (S4W-97) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Treatment for paroxysmal nocturnal haemoglobinuria may consist of blood 
transfusions and/or drug therapy. Specific treatments required in individual cases are a matter for 
clinical decision between the responsible clinician and the patient. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress it is making in achieving 
the aims of its strategy, Let’s Make Scotland More Active. 

 (S4W-180) 

Shona Robison: The review of Lets Make Scotland More Active strategy completed in 2009 aims to 
influence Scotland’s inactive population and Scottish ministers have welcomed significant ongoing 
progress and in particular: 

An increase of 2% adult physical activity levels since the publication of the strategy. 

Scotland’s activity levels for adult men and women are now higher than those in England, Northern 
Ireland and Wales. 

Scotland is one of the few countries in the world who have seen an increase in adult physical activity 
levels. 

 



Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many people have been admitted to a hospital as a result of overdosing on methadone 
in 2010-11, also broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-243) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Complete information on the number of patients who have been admitted to 
hospital as a result of overdosing on methadone for 2010-11 is not yet available as data is currently 
being gathered. This information is routinely collected as part of the ISD Scottish Morbidity Record. 

The Information Services Division plan to publish information on hospital discharges for patients with 
a diagnosis of drug misuse for 2010-11 in December 2011. Information on patients discharged from 
hospital with a diagnosis of poisoning by methadone will be available on request from ISD in 
December 2011. 

The latest available information is for 2009-10 and was included in the answer to question S3W-
40355 on 17 March 2011. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at:  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many acute occupied bed days in NHS Lothian were directly connected with knife and 
bladed objects crime-related incidents in 2010-11, also broken down by age of patient. 

 (S4W-244) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The specific information requested is not available centrally as there are no exact 
ICD-10 diagnosis codes which identify injuries associated with “knife and bladed objects crime-related 
incidents”. However, it is possible to provide information on the number of bed days associated with 
“assault by sharp object”. This information is routinely collected as part of the ISD Scottish Morbidity 
Record. 

Complete information for 2010-11 is not yet available as data is currently be gathered.  

The Information Services Division plan to publish information on number of bed days associated with 
“assault by sharp object” in the Unintentional Injuries publication in December 2011. This information 
will be available on request from ISD in December 2011. 

The latest available information is for 2009-10 and was included in the answer to question S3W-
40354 on 17 March 2011. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at:  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

David McLetchie (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what the initial revenue allocation to all NHS boards (a) was in 2010-11 and (b) has been in 
2011-12 and what it would have been had the NHS Scotland Resource Allocation Committee target 
share been used in these years. 

 (S4W-267) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The initial revenue allocations to the territorial NHS boards for 2010-11 and 2011-
12 are shown in the following table. 

Please note that the allocations are not directly comparable. The 2010-11 baseline on which uplift 
has been calculated has been restated prior to calculating 2011-12 allocations reflecting the 
withdrawal of funding from HM Treasury in respect of cost of capital; the position is neutral as the 
associated expenditure is no longer incurred. The impact of other corporate budget transfers and in-
year recurrent allocations through 2010-11 have also been reflected in the baseline prior to applying 
funding uplift. 

Initial Revenue Allocation (£ million) in Financial Year 

Territorial NHS Board 2010-11 2011-12 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 570.2 574.7 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


Territorial NHS Board 2010-11 2011-12 

NHS Borders 166 167.3 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 238.3 241.7 

NHS Fife 502.9 507.1 

NHS Forth Valley 398.8 402.8 

NHS Grampian 678.5 691.1 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 1,871.4 1,895.6 

NHS Highland 480.6 484.8 

NHS Lanarkshire 798.4 815.6 

NHS Lothian 1,018.2 1,054.4 

NHS Orkney 31.3 31.5 

NHS Shetland 36.8 36.7 

NHS Tayside 592.9 596.4 

NHS Western Isles 58.1 57.7 

Total territorial NHS Boards 7,437.4 7,557.4 

 
The allocations to each territorial NHS board had the total initial revenue allocation instead been 

distributed using the NHSScotland Resource Allocation Committee (NRAC) target shares is shown in 
the table below. 

Hypothetical allocation had total initial revenue allocation been allocated using NRAC target share (£ 
million) in financial year: 

Territorial NHS Board 2010-11 2011-12 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 551.2 558.9 

NHS Borders 154.5 157.8 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 224.0 227.2 

NHS Fife 512.4 519.3 

NHS Forth Valley 408.3 413.9 

NHS Grampian 705.2 725.6 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 1,812.5 1,832.6 

NHS Highland 469.9 477.2 

NHS Lanarkshire 817.3 827.4 

NHS Lothian 1,086.8 1,112.6 

NHS Orkney 31.6 31.8 

NHS Shetland 33.3 33.7 

NHS Tayside 583.1 593.2 

NHS Western Isles 47.0 46.0 

Total territorial NHS Boards 7,437.4 7,557.4 

 
 

David McLetchie (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether it has a timescale for achieving NHS Scotland Resource Allocation Committee 
targets in all NHS boards and, if so, what it is. 

 (S4W-268) 

Nicola Sturgeon: As the target shares of NHS boards change on an annual basis to reflect changes 
in the relative need of their populations, it is not possible to provide a date when all NHS boards will 
reach their target share. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will deliver a 
single integrated system of health and social care. 

 (S4W-280) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will deliver a 
single integrated system of health and social care. 

 (S4W-281) 



Nicola Sturgeon: We are committed to delivering a single integrated system of health and social 
care that will improve outcomes for people. This will build on our plans for reshaping care of older 
people and the work we have carried out on the Integrated Resource Framework over the last two 
years. We will discuss our plans with all relevant stakeholders over the coming weeks and months. 

Justice 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what disposals were applied to people convicted of carrying a knife or other bladed weapon 
in the Lothians region in 2010-11. 

 

 (S4W-242) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information for 2010-11 will not be available until publication of the Criminal 
Proceedings in Scotland, 2010-11 Statistical Bulletin. This is due to be published in December 2011. 

The dates of all Scottish Government Official and National Statistics publications are pre-
announced, and the up to date list of future publications can be found at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming. 

Office of the First Minister 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what support it provides to the (a) 
Edinburgh International and (b) Glasgow film festivals. 

 (S4W-187) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government supports and promotes the Edinburgh International Film 
Festival (EIFF) and the Glasgow Film Festival through our partners Creative Scotland. In addition, the 
EIFF also receives support through the Scottish Government’s Edinburgh Festivals Expo Fund. In 
2011-12, this is £100,000. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S3W-37968 by Richard Lochhead on 23 December 2010, when it will 
announce the outcome of its assessment of the implications of the Court of Appeal case of Regina (TA 
Gwillim & Sons) v Welsh Ministers on the single farm payments of farmers and crofters whose stock 
densities during the payment reference period were reduced as a result of an Environmentally 
Sensitive Area Scheme agreement or another conservation agreement and whether all farmers and 
crofters affected will be contacted to advise them of the outcome and its implications for them. 

 (S4W-230) 

Stewart Stevenson: The analysis of the judgement in the case between The Queen (on the 
application of TA Gwillim and Sons) and the Welsh Ministers has shown that it is not necessary to 
make any announcement about the conclusions. This is because there is no read-across between the 
judgement and Scottish producers whose Single Farm Payment (SFP) entitlements may have been 
affected by agri-environmental commitments. 

In essence, the circumstances in the Welsh case were unique to Messrs Gwillim (indeed there were 
no other cases similarly affected in Wales) and to certain arrangements for claiming support payments 
in Wales. On this latter point, the Welsh authorities allowed landlords to participate in agri-environment 
schemes and tenants to claim under direct support schemes: effectively the same land supporting two 
beneficiaries which in the Welsh case led to Messrs Gwillim’s SFP being adversely affected by the 
actions of his landlord in relation to an agri-environment scheme (“Tir Gofal”) that required limitations 
on livestock in order to enhance the landscape and wildlife of the land. The Welsh authorities no 
longer allow this dual claiming of land which brings them into line with the position as it has been in 
Scotland. My officials have satisfied themselves, therefore, that a “Gwillim” scenario could not have 
arisen here, given the bar on dual claiming of land and the way SFP was implemented in Scotland. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming


Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive (a) how 
many hectares have been acquired and (b) what the cost has been to purchase land through the 
Forestry Commission Scotland’s reprovisioning exercise since 2009. 

 (S4W-269) 

Stewart Stevenson: Through Forestry Commission Scotland’s repositioning programme, the 
amount of hectares acquired since April 2009 is 3,522 hectares and the total cost amounts to £11,549, 
624. 

Further details of the repositioning programme are available on Forestry Commission Scotland’s 
website at http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-8f8el5. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive where 
woodland purchased through the Forestry Commission Scotland’s provisioning exercise (a) was 
located and (b) the date each purchase was completed since 2009. 

 (S4W-270) 

Stewart Stevenson: Details of the repositioning programme is available on Forestry Commission 
Scotland’s website at: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-8f8el5. 

This provides up to date figures on the area and value of land sold and purchased. Table 2 lists 
individual acquisitions by property name, Forest District and year of purchase. 

 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many carbon units will be credited or debited to the 2010 net Scottish emissions 
account as a result of the operation of the EU Emissions Trading System. 

 (S4W-515) 

Stewart Stevenson: Having noted the advice of The Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
(SEPA), Scottish Ministers have determined that in relation to the operation of the EU Emissions 
Trading System in Scotland during 2010, 1,017,579 units will be credited to the 2010 Net Scottish 
Emissions Account. 

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENTARY CORPORATE BODY 

S4W-00194 Margo MacDonald (Lothian) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Parliamentary 
Corporate Body for what reason it spent £500,000 on a scoping exercise on additional security 
measures for the Parliament which, it has been reported, it has acknowledged might not be 
introduced. 

 (S4W-194) 

Tricia Marwick: Last month, the SPCB awarded a contract to secure an architect-led team to 
produce a design for an external screening facility for visitors. No money has yet been spent on the 
contract.  

The contract incorporates four stages at key points within the overall project duration when the 
specific approval of the SPCB must be obtained. Stage 1 will provide a scheme design and initial cost 
plan for our consideration. If the corporate body makes the decision that the project should proceed to 
the next stage, the design drawings will then be submitted to the City of Edinburgh Council as a 
detailed planning application. We are taking a staged approach as we are committed to having 
accurate costings before we decide ultimately whether or not to build the facility.  

The Scottish Parliament’s perimeter security measures take account of recommendations from the 
Centre for the Protection of National Infrastructure. All the steps we have taken are for the greater 
protection of building users and the 300,000 plus members of the public who come to Holyrood each 
year. 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-8f8el5
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