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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will bring forward further 
guidance on the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010. 

 (S4W-138) 

Michael Russell: A short-life working group was launched in November 2010 with a remit to review 
and update the statutory guidance associated with the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010. 
The group, as well as others, recognised that the legislation has not worked in exactly the way we 
intended and it became apparent that more work was required. 

On 31 May 2011, I announced a 12 month moratorium on rural school closures and the creation of a 
commission on the delivery of rural education which will, amongst other things, review the legislation 
and its application before making recommendations on how to reflect best practice on the delivery of 
education in rural areas. I expect the guidance to be considered with that process. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive when it last met representatives of 
Argyll and Bute Council to discuss the proposed closure of schools. 

 (S4W-141) 

Michael Russell: There have been no meetings between Scottish ministers or Scottish Government 
officials with representatives of Argyll and Bute Council specifically to discuss the council's school 
closure proposals. 

On 17 March 2011, the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth and I met with the 
council leader and other members of the council to discuss finance issues and grant aided 
expenditure, at which general issues regarding the school estate were discussed. I also spoke to the 
council leader on 2 June 2011 by phone regarding financial issues relating to the proposed 
moratorium on rural school closures. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the short-
life working group established to examine the guidance issued to local authorities on the Schools 
(Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 has received a copy of petition PE1382 and written submissions on 
the Argyll rural schools' network from the Public Petitions Committee and, if so, when these were (a) 
received and (b) considered by the group. 

 (S4W-143) 

Michael Russell: The short-life working group did not directly receive or consider petition PE1382. 
However, a number of group members responded directly to the petition, and the substantive issues 
contained within it were discussed at a meeting of the group on 16 February 2011. 

 

Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive whether there is 
guidance on appropriate ways to consult children regarding proposals to close schools. 

 (S4W-147) 

Michael Russell: Following the introduction of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010. The 
office of the Commissioner for Children and Young People, and Children in Scotland, produced 
practical guidance aimed at assisting local authorities in undertaking their duty to consult children and 
young people. Participants, Not Pawns (Guidance on Consulting with Children and Young People on 
School Closures and other significant changes) is referred to in the official Scottish Government 
guidance on the 2010 Act. 

 



Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
recommends the involvement of external bodies in assisting local authorities on consulting with 
children regarding proposals for school closures and, if so, which bodies does it recommend. 

 (S4W-148) 

Michael Russell: It is for local authorities to decide how to consult with children regarding proposals 
for school closures. Guidance in this area is available from the office of the Commissioner for Children 
and Young People, entitled Participants, Not Pawns, (Guidance on Consulting with Children and 
Young People on School Closures and other significant changes). 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how many specialist Religious 
Education teachers have been employed in each year since 2001. 

 (S4W-195) 

Michael Russell: The estimated number of teachers (excluding head teachers and deputes) with a 
qualification in Religious Education, employed in publicly funded schools, recorded in each of the 2004 
to 2007 teacher censuses, is shown in the following table: 

 2004 2005 2006 2007 

Primary 202 197 236 260 

Secondary 1,042 1,134 1,153 1,159 

Special 33 38 51 46 

Qualifications data were incomplete and so were scaled up (generally by about 15 per cent), based 
on the numbers for whom data were supplied. Qualifications data were too incomplete in 2003 and not 
collected in the other years. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is aware of proposed 
school closures since 2007 where the pupil roll indicated a 74% take up or more and, if so, which 
schools. 

 (S4W-196) 

Michael Russell: From 2007 to April 2010, the relevant legislation on school closures, the 
Education (Scotland) Regulations 1981, prescribed circumstances in which a local authority must refer 
a school closure decision to Scottish ministers for consent. These circumstances were (a) where the 
school proposed for closure exceeded 80% pupil capacity and (b) where the proposed receiving 
primary school was more than five miles away from the school proposed for closure. During this period 
no school closure with less than 80% capacity was referred to Scottish ministers under the capacity 
criteria. However, it is possible that such schools may have been referred under the distance limit, but 
information about the capacity of these schools is not held. 

Since commencement of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 in April 2010, the Scottish 
Government sees every school closure decision made by local authorities. From April 2010 to date, no 
school with a pupil roll of over 59% of its capacity has been closed by a local authority. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is aware of proposals 
to close schools since 2007 where there have been more placing requests than for Robslee Primary in 
East Renfrewshire. 

 (S4W-197) 

Michael Russell: The practice of collecting placing request data was discontinued in 2010. Prior to 
that, the Scottish Government only collected data at a local authority level, not by individual schools. 
Therefore this information is not held centrally. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is aware of proposals 
to close schools since 2007 where there is a higher proportion of pupils walking to school than at 
Robslee Primary in East Renfrewshire. 



 (S4W-198) 

Michael Russell: Information on how children travel to school can be found in the Scottish 
Household Survey and the Sustrans “Hands Up” Survey, which is funded by the Scottish Government. 
However, this information is collected at local authority level and is not broken down into individual 
schools. Therefore, this information is not held centrally. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many pupils in the Lothians region have been suspended for drug-related issues in 
each local authority area in 2010-11. 

 (S4W-247) 

Michael Russell: Information on the number of pupils temporarily excluded in 2010-11 for incidents 
of substance misuse (not alcohol) is not yet available. This information is part of the Exclusions from 
Schools National Statistics collection which is due to be published in early December 2011. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many pupils in the Lothians region have been suspended for alcohol-related issues in 
each local authority area in 2010-11. 

 (S4W-248) 

Michael Russell: Information on the number of pupils temporarily excluded in 2010/11 for 
substance misuse (alcohol) is not yet available. This information is part of the Exclusions from Schools 
National Statistics collection which is due to be published in early December 2011. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what constitutes a common good asset and how such assets 
differ from property or land owned by a local authority. 

 (S4W-237) 

John Swinney: Common good originated as revenues from properties belonging to the early burghs 
of Scotland. Essentially, the common good denoted all property of a Burgh not acquired under 
statutory powers or held under special trusts. Historically, the common good became an addition to 
the main revenues and the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1947 empowered counties and burghs 
without a common good fund to set up a reserve to promote the general good of the inhabitants or 
dignity of the burgh. 

Common good assets belonging to the burghs of Scotland were incorporated into the new local 
government bodies set up under local government reform in 1975 and 1994 when the burghs became 
part of district and regional councils and then councils. 

Due to the historical, non-statutory, nature of the common good, a judgement on what may 
constitute a common good asset as opposed to property or land owned by a local authority may have 
to be made by the courts. 

All local authorities are required, by the Local Government in Scotland Act 2003, to adhere to proper 
accounting practice and the Code of Practice on Local Authority Accounting in the United Kingdom – 
Statement of Recommended Practice requires that common good accounts should be shown 
separately. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
has ruled out a public sector pay freeze beyond 2011-12. 

 

 (S4W-305) 

John Swinney: The public sector pay policy for 2011-12 includes a pay freeze for all staff earning 
more than £21,000 and runs until 31 March 2012. An announcement about future pay policy will be 



made in autumn 2011 as part of the Spending Review 2011. I have already made clear a pay freeze 
will not last for the duration of this Parliament. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what contingency plans it has to protect 
the residents of care homes run by Southern Cross Healthcare if the company goes into 
administration. 

 (S4W-178) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-176 on 2 June 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 
The following questions were given holding answers: 

S4W-145 
S4W-156 
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