
Thursday 2 June 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
proportion of new apprentices in 2010-11 were in work before beginning their training. 

 (S4O-10) 

Alasdair Allan: All apprentices in Scotland must be employed prior to commencing their 
apprenticeship. The modern apprenticeship programme gives us the opportunity to support young 
people into work and others to increase their skills. 

Information provided by Skills Development Scotland shows that in 2010-11 there were a total of 
21,516 modern apprenticeship starts. Of these, 12,827 were 16 to 19-year-olds making the transition 
into the labour market. The remaining places were focused on up skilling individuals within our key 
economic sectors. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will bring 
forward measures to improve support for college students. 

 (S4W-122) 

Alasdair Allan: The additional £15 million announced for college student support in February 2011 
reinforces our commitment to protect college students from the impact of the UK Government’s 
decision to reduce the Scottish block grant by £1.3 billion. We intend to consider the future of financial 
support for college students as an important part of our wider plans to review post-16 provision by 
colleges and others. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
modern apprenticeships have been taken up by (a) school leavers, (b) people claiming jobseeker's 
allowance, (c) people in training and (d) people in employment in each year since May 2007. 

 (S4W-129) 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
Careers Scotland offices have (a) closed or (b) relocated to Jobcentre Plus offices in each year since 
May 2007. 

 (S4W-131) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. I will ask the 
Chief Executive of Skills Development Scotland to write to the member with the information requested. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on the teaching of 
emergency life support skills in schools. 

 (S4W-181) 

Michael Russell: Reducing the number of deaths from heart disease is a national priority for the 
Scottish Government. Health and Wellbeing is a central pillar of Curriculum for Excellence and 
includes learning on how to respond in a range of emergency situations. It is however for schools and 
authorities to decide what measures to take and what resources to put in place to meet local needs 
and circumstances. Every school can bring in expertise as necessary to cover the different elements 
of Health and Wellbeing. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has had with the 
University of Strathclyde regarding the proposed reform of its teaching programme. 

 (S4W-189) 



Michael Russell: I spoke to Professor McDonald on 11 May 2011 and we discussed the proposed 
reforms during our conversation. 

While this is a matter for the University of Strathclyde, not Scottish ministers, I am keen to ensure 
that any decisions taken by the university are only taken once the views of staff, students and 
academics have been fully heard. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions the Cabinet 
Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning has had with the University of Glasgow regarding the 
proposed reform of its teaching programme and departmental structure. 

 (S4W-190) 

Michael Russell: Whilst decisions about teaching provision and departmental structure are matters 
for the university, not Scottish ministers, I am keen to ensure that any decisions taken by the university 
are only taken once the views of staff, students and academics have been fully heard. I made this 
point when I last formally met, Professor Anton Muscatelli, Principal of Glasgow University, on 16 
March 2011. 

Together with Sandra White MSP, I also met Professor Muscatelli informally during the election 
campaign. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how many places will exist in 2011 for 
new entrants to study community education at degree level. 

 (S4W-191) 

Michael Russell: I have asked Mark Batho, Chief Executive of the Scottish Funding Council to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The Scottish Funding Council does not allocate funded student places to specific courses, as the 
allocation of places to courses is a matter for institutions to decide themselves. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive what its target dates are to 
roll out superfast broadband to rural areas in each region. 

 (S4W-89) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government’s overarching ambition, as outlined in our digital strategy 
of 3 March 2011, is that next generation broadband will be available to all by 2020, with significant 
progress made by 2015. We are developing a strategic infrastructure plan for Scotland, which will 
comprise local broadband plans and will be developed throughout 2011 collectively with local 
authorities, enterprise agencies and other stakeholders. Local broadband plans will outline how and 
when next generation broadband will be rolled-out to the areas within each region. Key to the success 
of these local broadband plans will be securing the best possible share from the £530 million allocated 
at UK level for broadband delivery. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will develop a peak oil 
policy. 

 (S4W-106) 

Fergus Ewing: We are already taking action to reduce our dependence on oil. We are committed to 
implementing an extensive set of actions to reduce carbon dependency in Scotland to support the 
delivery of the Scottish Government's emissions reduction targets. Our low carbon economic strategy 
is a key component of the broader approach to secure the transition to a low carbon economy in 
Scotland and meet Scotland’s climate change targets. 

Making the transition to a low carbon economy will also require maximising our existing resources in 
the North Sea. We need to be smarter about how we use our remaining reserves and deliver a step-



change reduction in energy use. Our energy efficiency action plan describes a programme of activity 
to improve energy efficiency in households, business and the public sector. 

These actions will go a long way to minimise the impacts of our declining future oil resources. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how much it 
has spent in legal fees relating to the freedom of information request regarding the advice that it 
received on its proposed local income tax. 

 (S4W-132) 

John Swinney: The total legal fees to date, inclusive of VAT, incurred by the Scottish Government 
on legal advice in connection with the freedom of information request regarding the advice that it 
received on its proposed local income tax amounted to £41,694.28. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will 
publish the analysis, reported to have been written by the Chief Economic Adviser to the Scottish 
Government in 2009, of the financial implications of the proposed local income tax. 

 (S4W-133) 

John Swinney: This information forms part of an appeal to the Court of Session and it would be 
inappropriate to comment pending a decision of the Court. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
applications it has received for funding from the National Renewables Infrastructure Fund and from 
what organisations or businesses. 

 (S4W-155) 

Fergus Ewing: To date there have been 37 expressions of interest in the fund received by 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) and Scottish Enterprise (SE). Both HIE and SE are actively 
engaged in commercial discussions with a number of site owners where there is early interest in 
industry use of their site. However, it would be inappropriate to release details at this stage for reasons 
of commercial confidentiality. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will make 
further awards from the National Renewables Infrastructure Fund in 2011-12. 

 (S4W-157) 

Fergus Ewing: Both Highlands and Islands Enterprise and Scottish Enterprise anticipate that 
significant funding awards will be made during 2011-12 based on current negotiations. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive under what circumstances 
prospective home owners will be allowed to reduce their share of ownership to 51% when making an 
application under the New Supply Shared Equity scheme. 

 (S4W-164) 

Keith Brown: This is likely to apply where a housing market is particularly pressured, or where 
people with particular housing needs have identifiable additional housing costs.  

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive how housing associations 
wanting to set up their own shared ownership schemes will fund them. 

 (S4W-165) 



Keith Brown: It would be for the governing body members of the registered social landlord to 
ensure that they seek and follow independent advice from appropriately qualified individuals to help 
them make these decisions. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive whether there will be 
restrictions to shared ownership schemes set up by individual housing associations. 

 (S4W-166) 

Keith Brown: Registered social landlords (RSLs) may set up shared ownership schemes as long as 
they ensure good value for money and support for the sharing owner and provided that, in marketing 
the properties, they are careful to ensure that buyers fully understand what they are taking on. We 
would also expect RSLs to consider how this proposed activity fits with their overall purpose. In 
addition, the Scottish Housing Regulator and the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator have recently 
issued joint guidance on what charitable RSLs need to consider when looking at any low cost home 
ownership initiative. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) individuals and 
(b) families will be unable to access affordable housing as a result of the ending of its shared 
ownership scheme, broken down by region. 

 (S4W-167) 

Keith Brown: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive whether, prior to the decision 
to end the shared ownership scheme for affordable housing, it carried out research on the scheme’s 
(a) take up and (b) effectiveness in meeting the demand for affordable housing in each region. 

 (S4W-168) 

Keith Brown: ODS Consulting carried out independent research for the Scottish Government on 
four of the low-cost initiative for first time buyers (LIFT) schemes in 2010-11. The four schemes were 
new supply shared equity, open market shared equity, shared ownership and grants for rent and 
ownership. The evaluation focused on the outcomes achieved by these LIFT schemes, and looked 
specifically at six key areas: 

Meeting people’s needs;  
Allowing for mobility;  
Affordability; 
Additionality;  
Mixed communities, and 
Value for money  

It involved a desktop review, telephone interviews with 151 individuals who had purchased 
properties through one of the LIFT schemes, and stakeholder consultations. A copy of the report can 
be found at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/18143303/0. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive what impact the ending of 
the shared ownership scheme for affordable housing will have on meeting the needs of house buyers. 

 (S4W-169) 

Keith Brown: The independent evaluation by ODS Consulting identified concerns about how the 
shared ownership scheme met purchasers’ needs. It found that shared ownership does not offer the 
best value for money for either the Scottish Government or for the purchaser compared to shared 
equity schemes. A significant proportion of those sharing owners interviewed raised concerns about 
the scheme; with only half feeling shared ownership had definitely been the right option for them. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/18143303/0


Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it considered 
continuing the shared ownership scheme for affordable housing in regions where (a) there had been 
demand for it and (b) it had been effective in meeting the need affordable for housing. 

 (S4W-172) 

Keith Brown: The independent evaluation of low-cost initiative for first time buyers by ODS 
Consulting demonstrated that in particular the shared equity schemes had delivered their objectives by 
meeting buyers’ housing needs. Whilst recognising that there are still some areas of Scotland where 
shared ownership was popular, the Scottish Government decided to focus its resources on those 
schemes which were effective in delivering key outcomes, such as helping first time buyers and 
delivering mixed communities; which offered the best value for taxpayers’ money; and which were 
shown to be most affordable to buyers. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive, in relation to the 
Borders Railway project, how long the operational period of the non-profit distributing arrangements 
will be and what the expected capital investment is for 2011-12 and each of the following four financial 
years. 

 (S4W-215) 

Keith Brown: The operational period for the non-profit distributing (NPD) arrangements will be 30 
years. The capital investment for the construction of the new railway will be funded through the NPD 
contract and repaid over the 30 years. 

The forecast capital expenditure for 2011-12 and the following four financial years to fund land 
purchase, advance works and preparation costs is as follows: 

 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 

Capital Investment   £6.653 
million  

 £6.670 
million  

 £6.314 
million  

 £1.613 
million  

 £-    

 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans there 
are for faster and more frequent rail services between Aberdeen and (a) Glasgow and (b) Edinburgh. 

 (S4W-217) 

Keith Brown MSP: Services operating on the Aberdeen to central belt route have seen a number of 
improvements since December 2008, including faster journey times of around 10 minutes, and service 
frequency enhancements along the route. 

Recognising that an effective transport network is vital to economic growth in Aberdeen and the 
north east of Scotland, Transport Scotland have asked Network Rail to re-examine the proposed 
service enhancements recommended in the Strategic Transport Projects Review for delivering 
additional incremental improvements. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans there 
are for faster and more frequent rail services between Aberdeen and Inverness. 

 (S4W-218) 

Keith Brown: A pre-feasibility study on how to deliver improvements to the Aberdeen to Inverness 
rail line was published on 22 March 2011, and is available in the Scottish Parliament Information 
Centre and on Transport Scotland’s website. 

The study explored a number of potential options, including reduced journey times, improved service 
frequency, and possible stations at Kintore and Dalcross. The feasibility, cost and deliverability of the 
proposed options are now being examined in detail and this work is expected to be completed by early 
2012. 

 



Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans there 
are to increase the frequency of the train service between Airdrie and Bathgate. 

 (S4W-219) 

Keith Brown: ScotRail introduced a new timetable on the Airdrie to Bathgate route on 23 May 2011 
which now delivers the planned four trains per hour frequency on the re-opened line. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what support it will 
offer rail companies for the roll-out of wi-fi on train services. 

 (S4W-220) 

Keith Brown: The ScotRail franchise agreement included an option in which Scottish ministers 
required ScotRail to arrange for the production of a detailed report for the introduction of wi-fi on 
ScotRail express routes. This report has been delivered and now forms one of the inputs to our 
strategy. 

Transport Scotland will include the provision of enhanced communications within the contract for 
future ScotRail passenger services, encouraging bidders to identify the best technical solution and 
invest in appropriate facilities that meet the expectations of the day. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) full-time equivalent, (b) 
part-time, (c) casual and (d) other employees were employed by (i) NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 
and (ii) other NHS bodies in Glasgow on 5 May 2011. 

Holding answer issued: 26 May 2011 (S4W-26) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The information requested is not centrally available. However, the latest 
information on NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde employees as at 30 September 2010 is published on 
the NHS National Services Scotland, Information Services Division (ISD) website at: 

http://www.isdscotland.org/isd/servlet/FileBuffer?namedFile=Overall%20staff%202010.xls&pContent
DispositionType=attachment 

Staff in post data at 31 March 2011, will be published on this website on  
28

 
June 2011. Future publication dates for workforce information is shown in the following table: 

Time Period 
(Publication) 

ISD Extract 
Taken from SWISS 

Data as at National Statistics 
Publication Date 

Quarter 4 19 April 2011 31 March 2011 28 June 2011 

Quarter 1 12 July 2011 30 June 2011 30 August  2011 

Quarter 2 11 October 2011 30 September 2011 29 November 2011 

Quarter 3 17 January 2012 31 December 2011 28 February 2012 

Information on those employees who hold a temporary contract (casual) is not currently published. 
However, it has been ascertained from the Scottish Workforce Information Standard System (SWISS) 
that there were 2,080 (head count) and 1856.0 (whole-time equivalent) employees with a contract 
description of “fixed term” as at 30 September 2010 in NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde. This 
excludes GPs and GDS dentists. 

Information about employees employed by other NHS bodies in Glasgow cannot be provided within 
the time frame associated with this question. This information will be placed in the Scottish Parliament 
Information Centre (Bib. number 52922) when available. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive how it ensures that 
the NHS and local authorities provide a co-ordinated service when dealing with mental health patients. 

 (S4W-51) 

Michael Matheson: The national performance framework underpins delivery against the 
government’s agenda and mental health services are monitored through NHS board annual review, 
local delivery plan, and single outcome agreement processes, including a rolling programme of 

http://www.isdscotland.org/isd/servlet/FileBuffer?namedFile=Overall%20staff%202010.xls&pContentDispositionType=attachment
http://www.isdscotland.org/isd/servlet/FileBuffer?namedFile=Overall%20staff%202010.xls&pContentDispositionType=attachment


Scottish Government mental health team implementation review visits to local service delivery 
partners.  

Joint working between agencies and staff is essential to providing co-ordinated, quality care and 
support for people with mental health problems, their carers and families. Significant progress 
continues to be made by the NHS Scotland and local authorities in providing co-ordinated services 
including our focus on reducing delayed discharges and improving services for people with dementia 
through delivery of the National Dementia Strategy.  

Improvement will continue through delivery of the Scottish Government’s £70 million change fund to 
enable NHS boards, local authorities and voluntary agencies redesign services for our growing older 
population, and development with NHS Scotland and COSLA of the integrated resource framework to 
provide more effective integration; improve people’s experience of services, and enable better models 
of care to be provided more efficiently. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive how it ensures that 
mental health patients receive personalised care packages. 

 (S4W-52) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government sets national direction of policy on mental health and 
provides funding to agencies, including NHS boards and local authorities, to support implementation of 
policy. The management of local actions in implementing national policy, and decisions on local 
spending priorities are the responsibility of relevant local agencies. The provision of care for people 
with mental health problems is the responsibility of GPs, NHS boards and local authorities working 
with partners in the private and third sectors. 

 

Mary  Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive how many mental 
health patients have received self-directed support for community care in each of the last five years, 
also expressed as a percentage of all recipients of self-directed support. 

 (S4W-53) 

Michael Matheson: The number of clients with mental health problems who have received self-
directed support for community care in the last five years, also expressed as a percentage of all 
recipients of self-directed support is provided in the following table: 

Number and Percentage of Mental Health Clients Receiving Self-Directed Support (Direct 
payments)

1
, 2006 to 2010: 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2010
2
 

Clients with Mental Health Problems 62 69 73 73 118 215 

Percentage of Total Clients 3.4% 3.0% 2.8% 2.4% 3.2% 5.8% 

Source: Self-directed support (direct payments) survey, Scottish Government. 

Notes: 

1. The self-directed support (direct payments) return is limited to the collection of direct payments 
information. Direct payments allow clients to purchase and manage for themselves some or all of the 
care they have been assessed as needing. This is only one of the different types of self-direct support 
currently available that allow people increasing flexibility, choice, and control over the care they 
receive. 

2. Includes 97 dementia clients. Prior to 2010, the dementia client group was not collected separately 
and may have been included under either “Mental Health Problems” or “Other” client groups. 

Latest publication: self-directed support (direct payments), Scotland, 2010 at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/09/27093422/0. 

 

Mary  Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive how GPs are made 
aware of guided self-help services and support groups for patients with mental health issues. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/09/27093422/0


 (S4W-54) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government sets national direction of policy on mental health and 
provides funding to agencies, including NHS boards and local authorities, to support implementation of 
policy. The management of local actions in implementing national policy, and decisions on local 
spending priorities are the responsibility of relevant local agencies. NHS boards are responsible for 
training and providing information about services for patients with mental health problems in their 
board area. 

 

Mary  Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive how it creates and 
makes accessible exercise referral schemes for people with mental health issues. 

 (S4W-55) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government sets national direction of policy on mental health and 
provides funding to agencies, including NHS boards and local authorities, to support implementation of 
policy. The management of local actions in implementing national policy, and decisions on local 
spending priorities are the responsibility of relevant local agencies. 

Decisions on treatment, and referral to exercise schemes for people with a mental illness, are 
matters for clinicians to consider in consultation with the individual. In treating patients with mental 
illness, clinicians will take a holistic approach and consider a range of factors including ongoing 
attention to diet, weight management and healthy eating to ensure healthy and sustainable dietary 
habits. 

Our Towards a Mentally Flourishing Scotland action plan recognises physical activity as an 
important factor in mental health improvement, and promoting mental health. We have reviewed 
current evidence based approaches on smoking cessation, weight management and physical activity 
for those experiencing mental illness and a range of tailored user and carer led health information is 
available.  

We have published Standards designed to improve care pathways for mental health and this 
highlights the need for regular physical health assessments, with attention to diet and nutrition at: 

http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/mental_health/icps_for_mental_health.
aspx. 

We have also published guidance for NHS boards to help embed improving the physical health of 
those with mental illness within existing health improvement policies and practice at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/11/28152218/0. 

We are also funding The Thistle Foundation (£178,000 over 2008-12) to pilot a range of activities 
with the aim of improving local levels of physical and mental wellbeing. Work has included developing 
a referral network, for example from local GPs and other service providers, developing gym access 
and developing outdoor initiatives. 

 

Mary  Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive what it is doing to 
reduce sickness absence from work on the grounds of poor mental health and how it helps employees 
improve mental health and remain in work. 

 (S4W-56) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Centre for Healthy Working Lives, a directorate of NHS Health 
Scotland delivers a range of services to promote health, safety and wellbeing in the workplace. 

Advice is available to employers and employees through a dedicated website, confidential telephone 
line and network of healthy working lives advisers. 

Workplace mental health and wellbeing is promoted to employers by provision of advice and 
information on good practices and policies. The Healthy Working Lives Award programme recognises 
employers who take positive steps to promote both physical and mental health and wellbeing in the 
workplace. 

http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/mental_health/icps_for_mental_health.aspx
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/mental_health/icps_for_mental_health.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/11/28152218/0


The Scottish Centre for Healthy Working Lives runs a mentally healthy workplace training 
programme for employers. This covers many aspects of developing mentally healthy workplaces, 
including tackling stigma and discrimination, managing personal stress, supportive management 
practices and meeting legal requirements. The programme has proved to be very popular with a wide 
range of employers. 

The centre’s advice line includes a service aimed at small and micro-sized employers (fewer than 50 
employees) with a particular emphasis on providing advice to employers on managing staff who may 
have a mental health condition. This is being delivered as a pilot programme in conjunction with the 
Department for Work and Pensions and runs until March 2012. 

 

Mary  Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive how it ensures that 
the voluntary sector is included in the provision of services for mental health patients at local and 
national level. 

 (S4W-58) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government sets national policy direction for mental health and 
provides funding to NHS boards and local authorities to support implementation of policy. The 
management of local actions in implementing national policy, and decisions on local service planning 
and delivery, spending priorities, and the important contribution of the third sector in this, is the 
responsibility of relevant local agencies. 

The Scottish Government also has a long history of supporting national mental health third sector 
organisations through direct grant funding with £596,000 Section 10 grant funding available this year 
alone.  

The Scottish Government’s main third sector budget is increasing by 16 per cent to £24 million a 
year in 2011-12, reflecting the importance of the sector to the success of Scotland. This will support 
the important role that the third sector has to play in public service delivery and redesign through a 
range of measures. The Scottish Investment Fund, which was due to end in March 2011, will also now 
continue for a further year with an additional £3 million. 

 

Mary  Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive whether training in 
mental health awareness is offered to GPs as part of their continuing professional development. 

 (S4W-60) 

Michael Matheson: General practitioners (GPs) are, as independent contractors, expected to 
highlight and address their own education needs throughout their careers, and GPs can access a 
range of training courses and learning materials on mental health issues to help meet their 
development needs. Access to these is facilitated through utilising flexible formats such as e-learning. 

Scottish Government funded training and development on mental health improvement and suicide 
prevention encompasses mental health first aid, applied suicide intervention skills training, safeTALK, 
and pre-hospital crisis intervention, and are available to all sectors and, while not compulsory, are 
widely advertised. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive how many GPs have 
undergone training on mental health issues as part of their continuing professional development in 
each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-61) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive what proportion of 
the mental health budget is allocated to the promotion of good mental health and whether it will review 
spending on early intervention and appropriate treatment for mental health patients. 

 (S4W-63) 



Michael Matheson: Spend on mental health promotion, early intervention and appropriate treatment 
for mental health patients will continue to be drawn from the overall funds allocated to NHS Scotland 
by the Scottish Government. In this respect the overall health budget will increase to a total of £11.4 
billion in 2011-12.  

The Scottish Government sets national direction of policy on mental health and provides funding to 
agencies, including NHS boards and local authorities, to support implementation of policy. The 
management of local actions in implementing national policy, and decisions on local spending 
priorities are the responsibility of relevant local agencies. It is therefore the responsibility of NHS 
boards to work with their partners and regularly review spending decisions to deliver fit for purpose 
services which respond to local needs. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive how many children 
have been admitted to adult psychiatric wards in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-64) 

Michael Matheson: The number of children admitted to an adult psychiatric ward are: 

 Ages Ages 

 0 to 16 17 to 18 

2005-06 37 22 

2006-07 76 75 

2007-08 77 65 

2008-09 82 67 

2009-10 92 92 

The figures above from the Mental Welfare Commission show the number of young people under 18 
who were admitted to adult beds over a five year period. It should be noted however that monitoring of 
children admitted to adult wards only began with the introduction of the Mental Health (Care and 
Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 in October 2005 and therefore only covers a six month period from 
October 2005 to 31 March 2006. 

 

Mary  Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive how sections 25 and 
26 of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 are evaluated; who is responsible 
for this evaluation, and what action is taken if local authorities have not fulfilled their duties in relation 
to this legislation. 

 (S4W-65) 

Michael Matheson: Sections 25 and 26 of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 
2003 impose a statutory duty on local authorities to provide, or secure the provision of care and 
support services, and services designed to promote the wellbeing and social development for persons 
who have, or have had a mental disorder and who are not in hospital. 

The new public sector Equality Duty, (Equality Act 2010), which came into force on 5 April 2011, 
requires all public bodies to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality 
of opportunity, and foster good relations in the course of developing policies and delivering services. 
These duties complement the duty under the 2003 act and are subject to enforcement under the 
Equality Act 2010. 

Social work services provided by local authorities including those provided under sections 25 and 26 
of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 are subject to scrutiny by Social Care 
and Social Work Improvement Scotland (SCSWIS). Where SCSWIS identifies that services fall short 
of the expected quality local authorities will be expected to make the necessary improvements. In 
addition care services provided by local authorities that meet one of the definitions in the Public 
Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 are registered with and scrutinised by SCSWIS. 

Under Part 2 of the 2003 act, the Mental Welfare Commission is under a duty to raise any concerns 
with certain bodies (including SCSWIS) about the provision of a care or social service provided by a 
local authority in relation to individual patients (section 8A). This power could therefore be used to alert 
SCSWIS to problems in the provision of a service at a local level, which would assist SCSWIS in 
carrying out their scrutiny role in relation to these services. The Mental Welfare Commission also have 



power under the 2003 act to bring to the attention of Scottish ministers any matters regarding the 
operation of the 2003 Act (section 6); this is another route by which the commission could raise 
concerns about the adequacy of the provision of social work services under sections 25 and 26 of the 
2003 act. 

Scottish ministers placed a legal duty on local authorities under the 2003 act, to ensure that these 
services are available to people who need them. They expect public bodies upon whom statutory 
duties have been placed by an act of the Parliament to comply with those duties. Failure to comply 
with a specific statutory duty could leave those bodies open to judicial review. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive how it monitors 
whether people with long-term health conditions regularly have their mental health needs assessed 
and how mental health or psychological support is then provided. 

 (S4W-66) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government sets national direction of policy on mental health and 
provides funding to agencies, including NHS boards and local authorities, to support implementation of 
policy. The management of local actions in implementing national policy, and decisions on local 
spending priorities are the responsibility of relevant local agencies. 

Mental Health is included in the Quality and Outcomes Framework (QOF) of the General Medical 
Services (GMS) contract in the domains of dementia, depression and mental health. It is also included 
in other long-term conditions such as diabetes and coronary heart disease. The indicators identify 
individuals through appropriate registers, assess their mental health condition and severity, and tailor 
management according to their individual needs, taking account of the views and needs of their 
carers. Achievement against these indicators in GMS practices in Scotland continues to improve in 
most domains. The figures from 2009/10 are: dementia 99% of the available points achieved; 
depression 85.6%; and mental health 96.6%, diabetes 97.4% and coronary heart disease 99.7%. 

The Scottish Government provided £548,000 funding for the three year Living Better partnership 
project led by Royal College of GPs in Scotland to help local primary care services respond to the 
mental health needs of people living with long term conditions such as diabetes, chronic heart 
disease, and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. A final outcome report detailing findings is 
expected by June 2011. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive what the waiting 
times are for access to all mental health services, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-67) 

Michael Matheson: Information on waiting times for access to mental health services has not 
historically been collected. 

The HEAT targets for 2010-11 were published in the local delivery plan guidance on 1 December 
2010. This included a HEAT target to improve access to mental health services by delivering 18-week 
referral-to-treatment for psychological therapies from December 2014. It also encompasses the target 
to deliver the referral to treatment target for child and adolescent mental health services within 26 
weeks by March 2013. 

In 2011-12 ISD’s (Information Services Division) focus will be on supporting NHS boards to begin to 
collect the required information to enable monitoring against the target and to support the continual 
improvement of data quality, both in terms of completeness and comparability through the 
development and implementation of relevant data standards. 

ISD is collecting the data on a monthly basis using a live database. The data collected will be 
published when it is of sufficient quality to ensure accuracy, reliability and comparability. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive whether patients who 
have been prescribed antidepressants are given regular reviews to ensure that they receive 
appropriate and personalised care and treatment and, if so, how the NHS monitor these reviews. 



 (S4W-68) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government sets national direction of policy on mental health and 
provides funding to agencies, including NHS boards and local authorities, to support implementation of 
policy. The management of local actions in implementing national policy, and decisions on local 
spending priorities are the responsibility of relevant local agencies. GPs and NHS boards are 
responsible for the care and treatment of patients who receive antidepressants. 

The use of antidepressants has been an area of focused activity over the last few years, providing 
us with a more developed understanding of how they are being prescribed by GPs in Scotland. 

An example of work developed to support delivery of the HEAT target on antidepressant prescribing 
was in NHS Ayrshire and Arran, supported by the local mental health collaborative, where they 
developed a prescribing audit tool that provides practices with an overview of their antidepressant 
prescribing behaviour.  GPs can then use the information to manage patients who present with 
depression at an individual patient or practice level, and reflect on prescribing behaviours with a view 
to identifying local service improvements. 

One way that GPs can review how patients being prescribed antidepressants is through the quality 
and outcomes framework of the General Medical Services contract. It requires that GPs undertake 
complete an internal peer review to look at variation in prescribing for a particular drug or group of 
drugs, then do an external review against a group of other practices and then finally make changes to 
care pathway following these reviews. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive what work is being 
undertaken to establish whether there are links between alcohol use and underlying mental health 
issues. 

 (S4W-71) 

Michael Matheson: The links between alcohol use and underlying mental health issues are well 
established and have been recognised in the Scottish Government’s Mind the Gap 
(http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2003/11/18567/29477) and Closing the Gaps 
(http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/12/10141643/0) reports and in the Alcohol Framework 
(http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/03/04144703/2.) 

Guidance and recommendations contained in these reports are being implemented, where 
appropriate, by a range of relevant stakeholders including: NHS boards, local authorities, alcohol and 
drug partnerships and third sector organisations. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it will take to 
implement the recommendations in the Poverty Alliance's The 100 Day Challenge: Anti-Poverty 
Priorities for the next Scottish Government. 

 (S4W-74) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will establish a Scottish 
living wage unit, as recommended in the Poverty Alliance's The 100 Day Challenge: Anti-Poverty 
Priorities for the next Scottish Government. 

 (S4W-76) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what (a) existing and (b) 
additional funding it will provide for services such as (i) childcare, (ii) support for sick and disabled 
people and (iii) independent advice to mitigate the impact of budget reductions on vulnerable groups, 
as recommended in the Poverty Alliance's The 100 Day Challenge: Anti-Poverty Priorities for the next 
Scottish Government. 

 (S4W-77) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will initiate a campaign 
to raise awareness of the reality of living in poverty and to tackle prejudice toward people living in 
poverty, as recommended in the Poverty Alliance's The 100 Day Challenge: Anti-Poverty Priorities for 
the next Scottish Government. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2003/11/18567/29477
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/12/10141643/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/03/04144703/2


 (S4W-78) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will reconvene the 
Tackling Poverty Board and broaden its membership to involve people in poverty and other 
stakeholders in the ongoing development of anti-poverty policy, as recommended in the Poverty 
Alliance's The 100 Day Challenge: Anti-Poverty Priorities for the next Scottish Government. 

 (S4W-79) 

Michael Matheson: Eradicating poverty is a priority for the Scottish Government. The Cabinet 
Secretary for Health, Wellbeing and Cities Strategy and I will be considering a wide range of issues 
and views as we decide on how best to step up the fight against poverty in Scotland. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether responsibility for tackling 
poverty will be co-ordinated by the First Minister's office. 

 (S4W-75) 

Michael Matheson: Responsibility for tackling poverty falls within the remit of the Cabinet Secretary 
for Health, Wellbeing and Cities Strategy. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive whether cognitive 
behavioural therapy delivered by NHS 24 will be made available throughout Scotland to patients who 
are affected by anxiety and depression. 

 (S4W-146) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government funded NHS 24 to pilot telephone delivered cognitive 
behavioural therapy (CBT) and guided self help based on a CBT methodology from July 2009 to July 
2011, in five NHS board areas. 

The pilot has been evaluated and the assessment made was that the telephone delivered CBT was 
not cost effective as a general Scotland-wide approach, but that the case was made for continuing 
guided self-help. 

On that basis, the Scottish Government has continued the allocation of £200,000 to NHS 24, in 
2011-12, all of which will now support the guided self-help work. In addition, NHS 24 has offered to 
make telephone based CBT available, on a cost recovery basis, to those boards that would wish to 
access it. It may be that NHS boards with remote and rural populations find the approach to be cost 
effective for them. 

NHS 24 is currently engaged in development work to create a national approach to delivering 
computerised CBT. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive what help is available to 
prospective home owners who cannot afford the minimum 60% share of ownership required under the 
New Supply Shared Equity scheme. 

 (S4W-163) 

Keith Brown: People buying a New Supply Shared Equity property from a registered social landlord 
must generally take an equity stake of between 60 and 80 per cent of the market value of the property. 
The grant provider may however agree to reduce the minimum equity stake to 51 per cent. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive what impact the ending of 
the shared ownership scheme for affordable housing will have on the delivery of mixed, sustainable 
communities. 

 (S4W-170) 

Keith Brown: The independent evaluation of low-cost Initiative for first time buyers (LIFT) by ODS 
Consulting found that new supply shared equity, grants for rent and ownership (GRO) and shared 
ownership schemes have all contributed to creating mixed communities. We will therefore still be able 



to support mixed communities through shared equity funding. We will also highlight examples of good 
practice and lessons learnt in the creation of mixed and sustainable communities in our LIFT 
procedures. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive what representations it has 
received regarding the ending of the shared ownership scheme for affordable housing. 

 (S4W-171) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government received a formal representation opposing the decision 
from Grampian Housing Association. A small number of other registered social landlords have also 
commented informally, some to support the Scottish Government’s decision and others to advise that 
the scheme had been popular with purchasers. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will meet its aim of creating 
a mentally flourishing Scotland. 

 (S4W-173) 

Michael Matheson: We will work with our partners and continue to build on the success of 
delivering a wide range of policies including the towards a mentally flourishing scotland (TAMFS) 
policy and action plan designed to improve mental health and wellbeing and making a step change in 
how we, as a society, look after our own and others’ mental health. 

TAMFS demonstrated the Scottish Government’s continuing commitment to promoting mental health 
improvement and has driven further progress in addressing stigma, preventing common mental health 
problems, suicide and self-harm; and improving the quality of life of those experiencing mental health 
problems. 

Integration of policy and practice on mental health promotion and mental health service delivery will 
be a key challenge for this work in the future. 

 

Jackie  Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what guidance is provided to 
NHS boards regarding the provision of mental health services for LGBT people. 

 (S4W-174) 

Michael Matheson: NHS boards and their partners are expected to plan and deliver services in line 
with relevant legislation including the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 which 
has at its heart fundamental principles to ensure equal access to health care: participation; non-
discrimination; respect for diversity; reciprocity; and equality.  

We are currently supporting the LGBT Centre for Health and Wellbeing, in partnership with NHS 
Lothian, to conduct a project which is contributing to the understanding of LGBT communities and their 
mental health and wellbeing needs, and delivering specialist mental health support to LGBT people in 
Lothian. The outcome of this work will assist NHS boards across Scotland in the planning and 
provision of mental health services for LGBT people. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how many older people reside in care 
homes. 

 (S4W-175) 

Nicola Sturgeon: At 31 March 2010 there were 33,941 residents in care homes for older people. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what contingency plans it has to take 
care of residents of private care homes that are forced to close down. 

 (S4W-176) 



Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what contingency plans it has to protect 
the residents of care homes run by Southern Cross Healthcare if the company goes into 
administration. 

 (S4W-178) 

Nicola Sturgeon: COSLA chairs a national contingency planning group for adult care.  

This group will shortly issue national guidance on managing care home closures that include 
protocols for the handling of care and support to individual residents and their carers throughout the 
process. The group’s membership includes the Scottish Government, Social Care Social Work 
Improvement Scotland, Scotland Excel, East Renfrewshire Council and the Association of Directors of 
Social Work. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has had with 
Southern Cross Healthcare regarding its financial situation. 

 (S4W-177) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Government Officials met with Jamie Buchan, Chief Executive Officer of 
Southern Cross, on 29 March 2011 and then again on 18 April 2011. At both meetings representatives 
of COSLA and the Social Care and Social Work Improvement Agency were present. We are 
monitoring the ongoing situation with Southern Cross closely. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what strategy it has for cities. 

 (S4W-193) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We recognise the importance of cities to the economy of Scotland. Government’s 
role is to provide strategic leadership and engage with cities individually and collectively to support the 
development of a more coherent approach to unlocking their potential. The details of our strategy will 
be developed collaboratively with the cities. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many hoax calls were made to NHS Lothian in each year since 2007. 

 

 (S4W-250) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This information is not available. 

NHS Lothian has no mechanism for recording such information. There are over 20,000 telephones 
throughout NHS Lothian and more than 80% of those can be dialled directly from outside their 
network. 

Justice 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive how it ensures that 
prisoners are able to access mental health treatments. 

 (S4W-70) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

Mental health services are governed by Scottish Prison Service Health Care Standard 3 which can 
be found at:  

http://www.sps.gov.uk/Publications/Publication104.aspx.  

Referrals may be made to mental health services as a result of screening and assessments that are 
carried out during a prisoner's time in custody. Any member of staff can also refer any concerns they 
may have about a prisoner's wellbeing to health care services . 

http://www.sps.gov.uk/Publications/Publication104.aspx


In addition, there is a robust system in place that allows prisoners to self refer to mental health 
services at any time during their period in custody. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will consult on same-sex 
marriage and the registration of civil partnerships. 

 (S4W-110) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We recognise the range of views on same-sex marriage and registration of civil 
partnerships. We will therefore begin a process of consultation and discussion of these issues as soon 
as practicable.  

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive how many people have been (a) 
prosecuted and (b) convicted of aggravated offences under the Offences (Aggravation by Prejudice) 
(Scotland) Act 2009. 

 (S4W-114) 

Roseanna Cunningham: On 18 May 2011, the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service 
(COPFS) published a report, Hate Crime in Scotland 2010-11, which provides details of the initial 
decisions taken on how to proceed with hate crime charges. The publication includes information on 
the number of charges prosecuted in court but not on the number of convictions, since the information 
COPFS hold on convictions is not complete. A copy can be found at: 

http://www.copfs.gov.uk/Publications/2011/05/Hate-Crime-Scotland-2010-11 

The Scottish Government court proceedings database contains data on persons proceeded against 
in court to the end of March 2010. The Offences (Aggravation by Prejudice) (Scotland) Act 2009 
commenced on 24 March 2010 so there are not yet any prosecutions or convictions recorded on the 
Scottish Government Court Proceedings database under this act. The Scottish Government plans to 
publish information on prosecutions, convictions and sentencing for the financial year 2010-11 in 
December 2011. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) prosecutions 
and (b) convictions there have been and how many cautions have been issued for the offence of 
causing or inciting provision by child of sexual services or child pornography under the Protection of 
Children and Prevention of Sexual Offences (Scotland) Act 2005 in each police board area in each 
year since 2005. 

 (S4W-126) 

Kenny MacAskill: There have been no persons recorded on the Scottish Government court 
proceedings database as being prosecuted for offences under the Protection of Children and 
Prevention of Sexual Offences (Scotland) 2005 section 10 where this was the main offence. Formal 
police cautions do not apply in Scotland. 

Court proceedings data held by the Scottish Government shows only the main offence for which an 
offender is convicted. Where an accused is convicted of, for example, the “grooming” offence and an 
offence of lewd and libidinous conduct, the conviction for the grooming offence would not appear on 
the court proceedings data (and indeed, the prosecutor may not necessarily charge the “lesser” 
offence). 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) prosecutions 
and (b) convictions there have been and how many cautions have been issued for the offence of 
controlling a child providing sexual services or involved in pornography under the Protection of 
Children and Prevention of Sexual Offences (Scotland) Act 2005 in each police board area in each 
year since 2005. 

 (S4W-127) 

http://www.copfs.gov.uk/Publications/2011/05/Hate-Crime-Scotland-2010-11


Kenny MacAskill: There have been no persons recorded on the Scottish Government court 
proceedings database as being prosecuted for offences under the Protection of Children and 
Prevention of Sexual Offences (Scotland) 2005 section 11 where this was the main offence. Formal 
police cautions do not apply in Scotland. 

Court proceedings data held by the Scottish Government shows only the main offence for which an 
offender is convicted. Where an accused is convicted of, for example, the “grooming” offence and an 
offence of lewd and libidinous conduct, the conviction for the grooming offence would not appear on 
the court proceedings data (and indeed, the prosecutor may not necessarily charge the “lesser” 
offence). 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) prosecutions 
and (b) convictions there have been and how many cautions have been issued for the offence of 
arranging or facilitating provision by child of sexual services or child pornography under the Protection 
of Children and Prevention of Sexual Offences (Scotland) Act 2005 in each police board area in each 
year since 2005. 

 (S4W-128) 

Kenny MacAskill: There has been one person recorded on the Scottish Government court 
proceedings database as being prosecuted and convicted for offences under the Protection of 
Children and Prevention of Sexual Offences (Scotland) 2005 section 12 where this was the main 
offence. This was in the Strathclyde police force area in 2008-09. Formal police cautions do not apply 
in Scotland. 

Court proceedings data held by the Scottish Government shows only the main offence for which an 
offender is convicted. Where an accused is convicted of, for example, the “grooming” offence and an 
offence of lewd and libidinous conduct, the conviction for the grooming offence would not appear on 
the court proceedings data (and indeed, the prosecutor may not necessarily charge the “lesser” 
offence). 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on the publication 
in the Scottish media of information that is subject to an injunction in other UK jurisdictions. 

 (S4W-182) 

Kenny MacAskill: Publication decisions are a matter for the media. Such decisions may be 
expected to take appropriate account of the relevant legal and regulatory frameworks. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has had with the 
UK Government concerning the relationship between Scots law and injunctions in place in other UK 
jurisdictions. 

 (S4W-183) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is in regular contact with the UK Government on a 
wide range of issues, including the relationship between the different legal systems within the UK and 
the appropriate approach to mutual recognition and enforcement of each other’s Court orders. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to change the role 
and number of prison visiting committees. 

 (S4W-192) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has not yet reached any conclusions following the 
recent consultation on independent monitoring of prisons. We will do so in early course.  

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive what action 
it will take to implement each of the targets agreed at the Tenth Meeting of the Conference of Parties 



(COP10) to the Convention on Biological Diversity held in Nagoya, Japan, and what action it is taking 
to implement strategic goal C. 

 (S4W-162) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Tenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity at Nagoya took 47 decisions, many of which contain targets. Some of these 
targets are for the convention itself, and some refer to reserved policy areas. 

We shall be undertaking a review of the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy to reflect the strategic plan for 
biodiversity 2011-2020 and the Aichi biodiversity targets. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive what advice it is providing to 
farmers and crofters on a replacement for the Single Farm Payment Scheme. 

 (S4W-201) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is actively engaging with farming and crofting 
representatives on the future of the Single Farm Payment Scheme through our CAP Stakeholder 
Group taking forward the work of the Pack Inquiry. The future of the Single Farm Payment Scheme 
will be governed by the outcome of the post 2013 CAP negotiations which are about to begin in 
Europe. 

The following questions were given holding answers: 
 
S4W-96 
S4W-97 

 


