
Wednesday 1 June 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will make 
representations to Jobcentre Plus to develop local schemes to support health, employment and fitness 
advice that assist people with mental health issues in finding and remaining in employment. 

 (S4W-57) 

Alasdair Allan: Scottish Government officials have met with the DWP Work Programme Providers 
in Scotland and confirmed that specialist support will be provided to help people with mental health 
issues to find and remain in employment. In addition, Skills Development Scotland is working with 
Jobcentre Plus, other national partners and employability services funded locally through Community 
Planning Partnerships on better alignment of Employment and Skills Service. Through those links, 
adults with mental health issues will receive appropriate Careers Information Advice and Guidance. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
percentage of modern apprenticeships have been filled by (a) school leavers, (b) people claiming 
jobseeker’s allowance, (c) people in training and (d) people in employment in each year since May 
2007. 

 (S4W-130) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. I will ask the 
Chief Executive of Skills Development Scotland to write to you with the information you have 
requested. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Elaine Murray (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive what its road 
improvement priorities are for 2011. 

Holding answer issued: 25 May 2011 (S4W-8) 

Keith Brown: Our road improvement priorities were set out in the Draft Budget published in 
November 2010, and brought into effect by the Scottish Parliament’s approval to the Budget Bill on 9 
February 2011. The Draft Budget document can be found on the Scottish Government website at:  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/11/17091127/8. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what amounts in Freight Facilities 
Grant it has awarded to Lafarge Cement in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-80) 

Keith Brown: One award of Freight Facilities Grant has been made to Lafarge Cement in Scotland. 
This award totalled £128,769 and was made in 2011. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what financial support it has given to 
Lafarge Cement to move its freight by rail rather than road in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-81) 

Keith Brown: We have given financial support totalling £128,769 to Lafarge Cement since 1999 to 
support the movement of its freight by rail rather than road. This was by means of an award of Freight 
Facilities Grant in 2011. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will (a) determine and (b) 
publish the names of recipients of a Freight Facilities Grant from the 2011-12 budget. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/11/17091127/8


 (S4W-82) 

Keith Brown: Applications for Freight Facilities Grant funding from the 2011-12 budget are currently 
being assessed. The projects differ in size and complexity and therefore there is no single time period 
for their determination. Announcements of successful applications will be made after offers of grant 
award have been formally accepted by applicants and any associated conditions, for example 
confirmation of planning consent, have been met. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has carried out or 
plans to carry out an investigation of the impact on island-based businesses of the exclusion of 
business travel from the Air Discount Scheme. 

 (S4W-86) 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it will take to help 
island-based voluntary organisations to participate in national events on the Scottish mainland 
following the exclusion of business travel from the Air Discount Scheme. 

 (S4W-87) 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive what representations it has 
received regarding the impact on (a) voluntary organisations and (b) businesses of the exclusion of 
business travel from the Air Discount Scheme. 

 (S4W-88) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-85 on 31 May 2011. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which 
can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive what its target dates are for 
the development of a local broadband plan for each region. 

 (S4W-90) 

Fergus Ewing: Highlands and Islands Enterprise is currently finalising its local broadband plan for 
the Highlands and Islands region. 

Additionally, the South of Scotland Alliance, whose area covers the geographic boundaries of 
Scottish Borders Council and Dumfries and Galloway Council, expects to have a comprehensive plan 
completed by September 2011. 

The Scottish Government is currently working with local authorities, Scottish Enterprise and other 
stakeholders to help them develop local broadband plans for the remaining regions of Scotland this 
year. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive what stakeholders will be 
involved in the development of a local broadband plan for Orkney. 

 (S4W-91) 

Fergus Ewing: Highlands and Islands Enterprise is leading on the development of a local 
broadband plan for the Highlands and Islands region, which will include Orkney. Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise plans to engage with a range of stakeholders in the development of its local 
broadband plan, including local authorities, the Scottish Government, the wider public sector, industry, 
local businesses, communities and individuals, MSPs and the UK Government. 

As this project is being led by Highlands and Islands Enterprise, and is an operational matter for 
them, I suggest you write to its chief executive if you require additional information. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive to what parts of (a) Orkney, 
(b) Shetland and (c) the Western Isles next generation broadband will be rolled out by 2015. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


 (S4W-92) 

Fergus Ewing: Highlands and Islands Enterprise is leading on the development of a local 
broadband plan for the Highlands and Islands region, which will include Orkney, Shetland and the 
Western Isles. 

As this project is being led by Highlands and Islands Enterprise, and is an operational matter for 
them, I suggest you write to its chief executive if you require additional information. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive what criteria will be used to 
prioritise the roll-out of superfast broadband to each (a) region and (b) local area in each region. 

 (S4W-93) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government’s overarching ambition, as outlined in our Digital Strategy 
of 3 March 2011, is that next generation broadband will be available to all by 2020, with significant 
progress by 2015. We are developing a strategic infrastructure plan for Scotland, which will comprise 
local broadband plans and will be developed throughout 2011 collectively with local authorities, our 
Enterprise Agencies and other stakeholders. It is the responsibility of these bodies to set the criteria 
for the prioritisation of the rollout of next generation broadband in each region and local area within 
each region. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is in relation to 
the creation of a multi-modal smartcard system for public transport and whether this will be achieved 
within the current parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-105) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has provided Smart enabled Electronic Ticket Machines to 
the entire Scottish bus fleet, as part of its administration of the National Concessionary Travel 
Scheme, and is working with First ScotRail on a trial of similar systems for the rail industry. A report 
setting out the findings of a comprehensive review to help advance Scottish Government policy 
towards Smart and Integrated ticketing in Scotland was published in March 2011. 

We will continue to work with transport operators, local authorities and Regional Transport 
Partnerships to support the creation of a multi-modal smartcard ticket for public transport. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it will take to improve 
mobile 3G coverage across the country. 

 (S4W-111) 

Fergus Ewing: As set out in the Scottish Government’s Digital Strategy, published on 3 March 
2011, we are committed to working with industry and Ofcom in identifying barriers to increased mobile 
coverage and assessing how these may be overcome. Many barriers to increased 3G mobile 
coverage are similar to those for next generation broadband. We are committed to improving coverage 
of both mobile and broadband as we implement our digital strategy over 2011 and beyond. 

We recognise the potential of 4G mobile – the future generation of mobile services – to significantly 
improve both mobile and next generation broadband coverage throughout Scotland. We will shortly 
submit a response to Ofcom’s current consultation on the 800 MHz and 2.6 GHz spectrum bands to 
maximise the potential benefits to Scotland from 4G. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will work with First 
ScotRail to ensure the provision of wi-fi services on its trains. 

 (S4W-112) 

Keith Brown: Yes, and work is already on-going. 



The ScotRail franchise agreement included an option in which Scottish ministers required ScotRail 
to arrange for the production of a detailed report for the introduction of wi-fi on ScotRail Express 
routes. This report has been delivered and now forms one of the inputs to our strategy. 

Transport Scotland will include the provision of enhanced communications within the contract for 
future ScotRail passenger services, encouraging bidders to identify the best technical solution and 
invest in appropriate facilities that meet the expectations of the day. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Dr Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive where it will set up the 
national lending unit proposed in the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006. 

 (S4W-48) 

Keith Brown: The Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 does not propose a National Lending Unit. It 
contains wide ranging powers to enable local authorities to assist home owners with the repair and 
maintenance of their property, including the power to offer loans and other financial products. As part 
of the consultation on the implementation of the act, the Scottish Government sought views on a 
national lending unit as a means to support local authorities’ use of these powers. 

The Scottish Government reviewed these proposals in response to the economic downturn, the 
impact of this on credit and household income, and the new arrangements under the concordat with 
local authorities. Following consultation, the Scottish Government decided not to set up a national 
lending unit but agreed to work with COSLA to identify other options for local authorities to take 
forward the development of new initiatives for lending, taking account of local priorities for investment 
in housing. 

 

Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will initiate an 
investigation with the fire services, NHS and local government to determine whether the installation of 
domestic fire safety sprinklers should be a prerequisite of supporting technology where a vulnerable 
person is supported in their own home. 

 (S4W-137) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government works with partners to support independent living for 
older people through the development and realisation of new technology services across Scotland. 
Domestic safety continues to be an important element of Telecare services in Scotland, many of which 
link hard-wired smoke detectors to appropriate emergency services. 

NHS24 is leading on Telecare service developments across Scotland and, with the Scottish 
Government, will continue its strategic dialogue with fire service representatives to monitor and where 
appropriate address particular concerns about the role Telecare can play in support of domestic fire 
safety. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
recent guidance it has issued to NHS boards concerning the provision of car parking at NHS facilities 
for staff and visitors. 

 (S4W-202) 

Nicola Sturgeon: No recent guidance has been issued recently about the provision of car parking at 
NHS facilities. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde concerning the provision of car parking 
for patients and staff at its facilities. 

 (S4W-203) 

Nicola Sturgeon: No recent discussions have been held with NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 
about the provision of car parking at its facilities. 



Justice 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive what guidance has been 
produced to assist judges in sentencing aggravated offences under the Offences (Aggravation by 
Prejudice) (Scotland) Act 2009. 

 (S4W-116) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Offences (Aggravation by Prejudice) (Scotland) Act 2009 (the 2009 Act), 
which came into force in March 2010, ensures that, where it can be proven that an offence has been 
motivated by malice or ill-will based on the victim’s actual or presumed sexual orientation, transgender 
identity or disability, the judge or sheriff must take that motivation into account when determining 
sentence. This may lead to a longer custodial sentence or higher fine or a different type of disposal 
than might have been the case if the offence was not so aggravated. Work is currently underway to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the provisions in the 2009 act by identifying the scale of reported hate 
crime and the progress of these cases through the justice system. 

Sentencing decisions in Scotland remain entirely a matter for the sentencer, who hears all the facts 
and circumstances surrounding the offence and the offender, and takes into account any factors which 
he or she considers to be relevant before reaching a view on an appropriate sentence. As such, 
guidance has not been produced specifically to assist Judges in sentencing aggravated offences 
under the 2009 Act. However, there are provisions for a Scottish Sentencing Council, in the Criminal 
Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2010, which will establish a council when they are commenced. 
The council will produce guidelines to assist the development of sentencing policy and promote 
consistency in sentences. A sentencing guideline relating to how courts take account of aggravated 
factors in hate crimes, including those offences aggravated under the 2009 Act, could be a matter that 
the Scottish Government could request the council to consider. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2010/13/part/1/crossheading/the-scottish-sentencing-
council/enacted. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
analysis it has undertaken of the outcomes of the Tenth Meeting of the Conference of Parties 
(COP10) to the Convention on Biological Diversity held in Nagoya, Japan, and what impacts it expects 
for Scotland’s land use and biodiversity. 

 (S4W-161) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Scottish Government has carried out an initial analysis of the outcomes, in 
discussion with Scottish Natural Heritage and other partners. There are few direct impacts on Scotland 
from the outcomes. We shall be reflecting the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets when we review the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy. 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2010/13/part/1/crossheading/the-scottish-sentencing-council/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2010/13/part/1/crossheading/the-scottish-sentencing-council/enacted

