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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Dr Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it 
will take to ensure that classroom assistants who have been encouraged to give up their posts to 
undertake teacher training are given an assurance of employment on satisfactory completion of their 
probationer year. 

 (S4W-20) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government does not employ teachers and cannot therefore offer a 
guarantee of employment beyond the offer of employment for a one-year probationary period. 

However, under the terms of the budget agreement, local authorities have undertaken that in 
addition to providing places for all new probationer teachers in August 2011 there will be sufficient 
teaching posts available for which all who successfully complete their probation in summer 2011 can 
apply. 

 

Mr Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it can 
provide concerning building the new Eastwood High School. 

 (S4W-31) 

Michael Russell: There has been significant recent progress with the Scotland’s Schools for the 
Future pilot project, which involves Eastwood and Lasswade High Schools. Tenders are currently 
being evaluated and it is anticipated that the contractor will be appointed during July, with building 
work expected to commence shortly thereafter. 

 

Mr Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether any of the promised 
funding for the new Eastwood High School has been spent. 

 (S4W-33) 

Michael Russell: To date East Renfrewshire Council have received £506,568 from their indicative 
offer of funding of £17.75 million from the Scottish Government. 

 

Mr Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what meetings ministers have 
had with the Principal or staff at the University of Strathclyde in the last six months. 

 (S4W-38) 

Michael Russell: Mr Mather, then Minister for Enterprise, Energy and Tourism, met Prof. Jim 
McDonald and Prof. Umit Bititci on 26 April. I spoke to Prof. McDonald on 11 May. 

The First Minister and Prof. McDonald also meet through the Scottish Energy Advisory Board, which 
they jointly chair. It last met on 9 February. 

 

Mr Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether ministers have 
discussed the proposed budget reductions in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences with the 
Principal or staff of the University of Strathclyde. 

 (S4W-39) 

Michael Russell: When I spoke to Prof. McDonald, we discussed the proposed changes during our 
conversation. 

 



Mr Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on 
proposals from the University of Strathclyde to withdraw degree courses in music, community 
education, geography and sociology. 

 (S4W-40) 

Michael Russell: While this is a matter for the University of Strathclyde, not Scottish ministers, I am 
keen to ensure that any decisions taken by the University are only taken once the views of staff, 
students and academics have been fully heard. 

 

Mr Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what strategic advice it 
provides to (a) the University of Strathclyde, (b) the University of Glasgow and (c) other higher 
education institutions to ensure that decisions on budget reductions at each institution do not deny 
Scottish students access to a full range of undergraduate studies. 

 (S4W-41) 

Michael Russell: Scottish ministers provide strategic guidance to the Scottish Funding Council 
(SFC), not to individual institutions. The SFC has a legal duty to secure coherent provision from the 
university sector as a whole. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will re-
establish a ferry service between Campbeltown and Ballycastle. 

 (S4W-1) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S3W-40493 on 18 March 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it will 
take to upgrade the (a) A82 and (b) A83. 

 (S4W-2) 

Keith Brown: On the A83, we have been carrying out a number of measures to improve safety on 
the road, as well as structural maintenance schemes and minor improvements on both the A82 and 
A83 to improve the condition of these roads. We are also taking forward schemes on the A82 
including major projects at Crianlarich and Pulpit Rock. 

In the longer term, the Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR) has recommended an upgrade 
of the A82 to reduce accident severity and reduce journey times and we are continuing to engage with 
key stakeholders to develop a long-term vision for the route as a whole in ensuring that appropriate 
solutions are brought forward. That review has also recommended a series of route management 
initiatives for the A83 to maintain the physical condition and safety standards of that route. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to 
recategorise the section of the A83 between Kennacraig and Campbeltown as a trunk road. 

 (S4W-3) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S3W-40142 on 14 March 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive whether (a) it will 
provide an update on the tendering process of the Gourock to Dunoon ferry route and (b) a vehicle 
service will be provided on this route as well as a passenger service. 

 (S4W-5) 
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Keith Brown: I can confirm that all bids in respect of the tender for the Gourock to Dunoon ferry 
service are currently being evaluated. Until that process is complete it would be inappropriate to 
comment further. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will make a further announcement regarding the reopening of the Reston railway station. 

 (S4W-14) 

Keith Brown: First ScotRail commissioned a study to investigate the business case for rail 
enhancements between Edinburgh and Newcastle, including potential new stations at East Linton and 
Reston. 

The study is due to be finalised later this summer. We will consider the outcomes and use them to 
inform our future decisions for the High Level Output Specifications (2014-19). 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it plans to make improvements to the A7 at Selkirk. 

 (S4W-15) 

Keith Brown: The Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR) recommended a programme of 
active route management and targeted individual investments on the A7 to maintain and safely 
operate the route. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive when a draft specification for 
the next contract to provide lifeline ferry services to the Northern Isles will be put out to consultation 
and what form it will take. 

 (S4W-29) 

Keith Brown: A public consultation exercise on the Northern Isles ferry service was held between 
11 June and 30 September 2010. The responses to that consultation are being used to inform drafting 
of the specification and we will work closely with the appropriate Regional Transport Partnerships and 
local authorities throughout the drafting process. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive what the proposed dates are 
for the various (a) pre-tender, (b) tender and (c) contract award stages of the next contract to provide 
lifeline ferry services to the Northern Isles. 

 (S4W-30) 

Keith Brown: (a) Consultation responses are being used to inform drafting of the specification of the 
next contract for the Northern Isles ferry services. We are currently working with the relevant local 
Regional Transport Partnerships and Local Authorities as we prepare the specification. 

(b) We aim to place an advertisement in the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU) in summer 
2011. 

(c) We aim to award the contract in early spring 2012. 

 

Joe FitzPatrick (Dundee City West) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress has been 
made on preparations to enable use of the power to vary the Scottish variable rate. 

 (S4W-179) 

John Swinney: Further to the information I provided to Parliament in the answer to question S3W-
40295 on 7 March 2011 I am able to report on the latest developments. 

HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) and Scottish Government officials agreed the scope of and 
timescales for a Viability Study into the work required to return the computer systems which operate 
the Scottish variable rate (SVR) to a state of readiness such that any decision by the Scottish 



Parliament to vary the rate could be implemented by HMRC within an agreed period. The Scottish 
Government has agreed to meet the cost of this Viability Study, which is estimated at £135,000. A 
report is expected before the end of June. 

Officials have also discussed with their HMRC counterparts the timescale for subsequent decisions 
on using the SVR. The outcome of these discussions is that HMRC require us to decide before the 
end of September 2011 whether to invoke use of the SVR in tax year 2013-14. 

I intend to make the Study report available to the Parliament through the Scottish Parliament 
Information Centre (Bib. number 52934) once it is available. 

The Scottish Government has a Manifesto commitment that the Scottish variable rate power will not 
be used in the term of this Parliament. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Dr Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
plans to abolish the Scottish Patient Safety Alliance. 

 (S4W-16) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Patient Safety Alliance and its National Advisory Board have been 
subsumed within the arrangements to implement the NHSScotland Healthcare Quality Strategy, 
including the establishment of the Quality Alliance Board and the Safe Delivery Group. These 
arrangements will ensure that patient safety remains a top priority but within the wider context of the 
aims of the Quality Strategy. 

 

Dr Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has 
had discussions with the General Medical Council to ensure that undergraduate medical teaching and 
appraisal and revalidation processes cover (a) teaching patient safety and (b) the importance of 
human factors in the safe practice of medicine. 

 (S4W-17) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The undergraduate medical curriculum is approved by the General Medical 
Council (GMC) and encompasses teaching patient safety and the importance of human factors in the 
safe practice of medicine. 

Undergraduate medical students are not subject to appraisal and will not be required to revalidate 
because, by the nature of their undergraduate status, they are not qualified or licensed to practice. 
Revalidation applies only to doctors who hold a licence to practice and those doctors will be required 
to bring evidence to their annual appraisal of all aspects of their practice, including from clinical 
incidents, and patient feedback. 

There have therefore been no discussions between the GMC and the Scottish Government on 
undergraduate medical teaching and appraisal and revalidation processes. 

 

Dr Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what reduction 
in the number of acute hospital beds it envisages in the current parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-18) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The decision around the exact number of acute hospital beds required across 
NHSScotland is a matter for individual NHS boards who are responsible for determining the local 
needs of their resident population. 

Any proposals for major service change in the NHS must be subject to formal public consultation 
and ultimately, ministerial approval. 

 

Dr Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the 
Scottish Medicines Consortium proposes to take action in light of the study in The New England 
Journal of Medicine claiming that bevacizumab is as effective as ranibizumab in the treatment of wet 
macular degeneration. 



 (S4W-21) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) appraises all newly licensed 
medicines for clinical and cost-effectiveness and publishes advice for NHSScotland. The SMC does 
not appraise a medicine to treat a condition for which the pharmaceutical company that manufactures 
it does not hold a marketing authorisation (license) for the treatment of that condition. 

Whilst bevacizumab (Avastin) is licensed for the treatment of other conditions, it is not licensed for 
the treatment of eye conditions. Responsibility for obtaining a marketing authorisation for bevacizumab 
to treat wet age-related macular degeneration rests with the pharmaceutical company that 
manufactures it. The pharmaceutical company would then be able to submit clinical and cost-
effectiveness evidence for consideration by the SMC. 

 
The following questions were given holding answers: 

S4W-00008 


