
Friday 7 March 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Governance and Communities 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to the first supplementary to question S4O-02918 by Margaret Burgess on 20 February 2014 
(Official Report, c. 27950), what the anticipated underspend is in the Scottish Welfare Fund. 

 (S4W-19883) 

Margaret Burgess: This is contained in the official statistics on the Scottish Welfare Fund that can 
be found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-Welfare/swf. 

 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
there is an underspend in the Scottish Welfare Fund for 2013-14. 

 (S4W-19884) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Welfare Fund is a new scheme and an underspend in its early 
months is not surprising as local authorities adapted to their new welfare responsibilities. Action in 
recent months, including amending the guidance in October 2013 to give local authorities greater 
flexibility to make awards and working hard with the third sector to promote the fund, has resulted in a 
sharp rise in spend. Since October 2013 the fund has been spending broadly to profile. 

 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
carry out an evaluation of the Scottish Welfare Fund and, if so, whether it will be published. 

 (S4W-19885) 

Margaret Burgess: We have appointed Heriot Watt University to carry out an evaluation of the 
Scottish Welfare Fund. We expect to publish the report from this evaluation in late spring 2014. 

 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what proportion 
of the Scottish Welfare Fund has been paid out (a) in cash and (b) as goods and what the value was 
of the goods. 

 (S4W-19886) 

Margaret Burgess: Between 1 April 2013 and 30 September 2013, the Scottish Welfare Fund 
(SWF) spent or committed £9.2 million. Of this £9.2 million, a total of £8.6 million had been paid out to 
households and this was 94% of the spent or committed value. There is a lag between the amount 
spent or committed and the amount paid out to households, for example, due to households waiting 
for goods to be delivered. 

Of the £8.6 million, around £1.3 million was paid out in cash and around £4.4 million were paid out in 
goods. Overall, cash payments accounted for 15% of the overall SWF spend by value, and goods 
accounted for 51% of the overall SWF spend by value. The remaining £2.9 million (34%) was paid out 
via other methods. 

Details of all payments can be found in table 25a of SWF statistics, available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-Welfare/swf/AprilSept2013. 

 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what proportion 
of people receiving grants from the Scottish Welfare Fund was referred to other agencies for 
assistance. 

 (S4W-19887) 

Margaret Burgess: Between 1 April 2013 and 30 September 2013, a total of 35,590 households 
received funds from the Scottish Welfare Fund (SWF). Of these 35,590 households, a total of 13,761 
(39%) had been referred to other agencies for assistance. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-Welfare/swf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-Welfare/swf/AprilSept2013


Statistics on the SWF are available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-
Welfare/swf.  

 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what proportion 
of people that had a grant application for the Scottish Welfare Fund rejected was referred to other 
agencies for assistance. 

 (S4W-19888) 

Margaret Burgess: Between 1 April 2013 and 30 September 2013, a total of 13,981 households 
applied to the Scottish Welfare Fund (SWF) and received no funds. Of these 13,981 households, a 
total of 4,943 (35%) had been referred to other agencies for assistance. 

Statistics on the SWF are available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-
Welfare/swf.  

 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
receiving grants from the Scottish Welfare Fund are repeat applicants. 

 (S4W-19889) 

Margaret Burgess: Between 1 April 2013 and 30 September 2013, a total of 35,590 households 
received funds from the Scottish Welfare Fund (SWF). These 35,590 households made a total of 
51,662 applications to the SWF. Of the 35,590 households, 10,514 households (30%) made repeat 
applications. 

Of the 10,514 households making repeat applications, 5,010 (48%) had no applications rejected and 
4,389 (42%) had only a single application rejected. 

Statistics on the SWF are available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-
Welfare/swf  

 

Health and Social Care 

 David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the level of uptake is of free eye tests, broken down by age group. 

 (S4W-19936) 

Michael Matheson: Information on the total number of free NHS eye examinations carried out by 
high-street optometrists is published by Information Services Division and can be found at the 
following link: 

Numbers of primary and supplementary eye examinations for years ending 31 March 2007 to 31 
March 2013:  
https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Eye-Care/Publications/2013-08-
27/ophthalmic_table_C_august13.xls?98183841 

Information on the level of uptake of the free NHS eye examination broken down by age group is not 
held. 

Source: Information Services Division 

 

 David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it is encouraging the uptake of free eye tests. 

 (S4W-19937) 

Michael Matheson: We have maintained our commitment to the free NHS eye examination 
introduced on 1 April 2006 delivering universally free comprehensive community based eye care 
services for everyone in Scotland. 

There has been a continued increase in the number of NHS funded eye examinations carried out 
since its introduction. The number of free eye examinations has increased from 1.573 million in 2007 
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to 1.927 million in 2013, an increase of 22.5%. GPs are now referring 33% more patients annually for 
NHS funded eye examinations than in 2007. 

We continue to invest in the free NHS eye examination through our partner organisations. Each year 
£1 million of funding is provided to NHS Education for Scotland (NES) to support the knowledge and 
skills of community optometrists in providing care to their NHS patients. We have also previously 
made funding available to optometry practices to purchase state of the art testing and screening 
equipment to facilitate the new examinations. This is ensuring that optometrists can provide an 
improved level of care. 

A patient information leaflet Your guide to free NHS eye examinations in Scotland is available for 
display in optometrists, GP practices, and pharmacies. 

Source: Information Services Division 

 

 David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
the event of independence, what plans it has to align Scotland with EU standards under directives 
2009/113/EC and 2006/126/EC to (a) improve eyesight testing standards for drivers and (b) legislate 
so that professional eye testing is carried out at the time of taking a driving test. 

 (S4W-19938) 

Michael Matheson: This would be a matter for a future Scottish Government as and when elected. 

 

 Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many mental health officers are employed in each local authority and what 
each officer's average caseload is. 

 (S4W-19970) 

Michael Matheson: The most recent information on the number of mental health officers (MHOs) 
employed in each local authority was published by the Scottish Social Services Council on 29 May 
2013 in its Mental Health Officers Report 2012. The report is available online at: 
http://www.sssc.uk.com/doc_view/2571-mental-health-officers-report-2012. Information on each 
MHO’s average caseload in not held centrally. 

 

Learning and Justice 

 Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it will publish the findings of its financial review of kinship care. 

 (S4W-19942) 

Aileen Campbell: We expect to announce the findings shortly and I would be happy to write to the 
member to keep her informed. 

 

 Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it will publish the revised capital costs associated with the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill. 

 (S4W-19943) 

Michael Russell: These costs will be provided to the Finance Committee at the very earliest 
opportunity and I have given a commitment to the Convener of the Finance Committee that I will give 
evidence on those costs once they are available. 

Subject to agreement of the final cost estimates, the Scottish Government is committed to funding 
additional costs of the extension of early learning and childcare provisions. This will be new money to 
add into the local government settlement. 

 

 Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much each regional college chair has been paid in (a) fees and (b) expenses. 

http://www.sssc.uk.com/doc_view/2571-mental-health-officers-report-2012


 (S4W-19972) 

Michael Russell: Regional college chairs were appointed on 4 March 2013. As chairs took up office 
on this day, no fees or expenses have as yet been paid to them in this capacity. 

 

 Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it took to ensure that it followed each of the seven principles set out by the Committee on 
Standards in Public Life when appointing the regional college chairs. 

 (S4W-19973) 

Michael Russell: The regional college and regional board chair appointments were regulated by the 
Commissioner for Ethical Standards in Public Life in Scotland, and all aspects of this process were 
followed. 

 

 Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance it has issued to the regional college chairs on their participation in public political 
debate. 

 (S4W-19974) 

Michael Russell: It has been communicated to all regional college and board chairs that they, like 
all public appointments, must (i) operate in line with the nine principles set out by the Committee on 
Standards in Public Life; (ii) accept their appointment on the basis that they may be removed from 
office if the Scottish Ministers are satisfied that the acceptance or holding of any other office, role, 
position or interest means that it is not appropriate for them to hold office; (iii) disclose any political 
activity as part of formally accepting their appointment.  

 


