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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 5, No. 16 Session 4 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Tuesday 16 June 2015  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 pm. 
 
1. Time for Reflection: Mr David Strang, guest speaker, National Prayer Breakfast 
for Scotland and Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Prisons for Scotland led Time for 
Reflection. 
 
2. Business Motion: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved 
S4M-13536—That the Parliament agrees to the following revisions to the programme 
of business for— 
 
(a) Tuesday 16 June 2015 

after 

followed by  Topical Questions 

insert 

followed by  Ministerial Statement: Scottish Government Report on the Operation of the Offensive 

Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 

(b) Wednesday 17 June 2015 

delete 

7.00 pm Decision Time 
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and insert 
  

8.00 pm  Decision Time 

  

(c) Thursday 18 June 2015 

  

after 
  

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

  

insert  
  

followed by  Ministerial Statement: Scottish Government Response to the Vale of Leven Inquiry 

  

followed by  Ministerial Statement: Provisional Outturn 2014-15 

 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
3. Topical Questions: Questions were answered by Ministers. 
 
4. Ministerial Statement: The Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs (Paul 
Wheelhouse) made a statement and answered questions on the Scottish 
Government Report on the operation of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and 
Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012. 
 
5. Harbours (Scotland) Bill: The Minister for Transport and Islands (Derek Mackay) 
moved S4M-13511—That the Parliament agrees to the general principles of the 
Harbours (Scotland) Bill. 
 
After debate, the motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
6. Marine Tourism: The Minister for Business, Energy and Tourism (Fergus Ewing) 
moved S4M-13510—That the Parliament recognises the contribution that marine 
tourism makes to Scotland and the Scottish economy; acknowledges the efforts 
made by the Scottish Government and its agencies to encourage marine tourism 
alongside the physical benefits of participating in sport, and urges them to continue 
those efforts; further acknowledges the objectives and policies for marine tourism 
and recreation as set out in Scotland’s National Marine Plan, adopted in March 2015; 
highlights the potential for destinations creating strategic linkages and expanding 
market opportunities; acknowledges the efforts of the Scottish Marine Tourism 
Development Group in its engagement with stakeholders around the strategic 
framework for Scotland’s marine tourism sector, Awakening the Giant, and 
encourages local authorities and other key stakeholders to engage in the 
consultation process. 
 
Lewis Macdonald moved amendment S4M-13510.1 to motion S4M-13510— 
 
After “2015” insert— 
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“; recognises the importance of environmental standards in Scotland’s marine areas, including 

beaches, coastal and inland waterways, and the potential offered by marine biodiversity for 

growing eco-tourism”. 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to (DT). 
 
The motion, as amended, was then agreed to (DT). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—That the Parliament recognises the 
contribution that marine tourism makes to Scotland and the Scottish economy; 
acknowledges the efforts made by the Scottish Government and its agencies to 
encourage marine tourism alongside the physical benefits of participating in sport, 
and urges them to continue those efforts; further acknowledges the objectives and 
policies for marine tourism and recreation as set out in Scotland’s National Marine 
Plan, adopted in March 2015; recognises the importance of environmental standards 
in Scotland’s marine areas, including beaches, coastal and inland waterways, and 
the potential offered by marine biodiversity for growing eco-tourism; highlights the 
potential for destinations creating strategic linkages and expanding market 
opportunities; acknowledges the efforts of the Scottish Marine Tourism Development 
Group in its engagement with stakeholders around the strategic framework for 
Scotland’s marine tourism sector, Awakening the Giant, and encourages local 
authorities and other key stakeholders to engage in the consultation process. 
 
7. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 5 and 6 as noted above. 
 
8. Remembering Srebrenica: The Parliament debated S4M-13309 in the name of 
Ruth Davidson—That the Parliament remembers the massacre of more than 8,000 
men and boys in Srebrenica in 1995; recognises that the International Court of 
Justice declared it to be an act of genocide, the last recorded on Europe’s shores; 
acknowledges the Scottish contribution to the aid effort in Bosnia, the identification of 
victims and the rebuilding of the country; welcomes the work of the Scottish board of 
Remembering Srebrenica to inform and educate people of the events of 20 years 
ago; thanks the First Minister for agreeing to participate in a special service of 
remembrance at St Giles’ Cathedral in Edinburgh on 10 July 2015, and offers the 
hand of friendship to the Bosnian diaspora in Glasgow and across Scotland. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.31 pm. 
 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

16 June 2015 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
New Bills introduced on 16 June 2015 

Higher Education Governance (Scotland) Bill—A Bill for an Act of the Scottish 
Parliament to make provision about the composition of and appointment to the 
governing bodies and academic boards of higher education institutions; and to revise 
provision about the academic freedom of various persons carrying out activities at 
higher education and certain other institutions. (SP Bill 74) (Government Bill) 

Introduced by: Michael Matheson 
 
Explanatory Notes (and other accompanying documents) (SP Bill 74-EN) and a 
Policy Memorandum (SP Bill 74-PM) were printed to accompany the Bill. 

Succession (Scotland) Bill—A Bill for an Act of the Scottish Parliament to make 
provision about succession; to make provision about liferents; to amend the Trusts 
(Scotland) Act 1921; and for connected purposes. (SP Bill 75) (Government Bill) 

Introduced by: Michael Matheson 
 
Explanatory Notes (and other accompanying documents) (SP Bill 75-EN) and a 
Policy Memorandum (SP Bill 75-PM) were printed to accompany the Bill. 

Other Documents 

The following document was laid before the Parliament on 12 June 2015 and is not 
subject to any Parliamentary procedure— 
 

Scottish Government Report on the operation of the Offensive Behaviour at 
Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 (SG/2015/82) 

laid under section (1) and (6) of the Offensive Behaviour at Football 
and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 

 
The following documents were laid before the Parliament on 16 June 2015 and are 
not subject to any Parliamentary procedure— 
 

Food Standards Agency in Scotland Annual Report and Accounts 2014/15 
SG/2015/49— 
Food Standards Agency Annual Report and Consolidated Accounts 2014/15 
SG/2015/50— 

laid before the Scottish Parliament by a member of the Scottish 
Government under section 4 of the Food Standards Act 1999 
 

  



 

5 

Committee Reports 
 
The following report was published on 17 June 2015— 
 

Public Audit Committee, 2nd Report, 2015 (Session 4): Report on NHS 
Highland 2013-14: Financial management (SP Paper 757) 
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