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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 4, No. 79 Session 4 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Wednesday 18 February 2015  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 pm. 
 
1. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Finance, Constitution and Economy were 
answered by the Cabinet Secretary and a Minister. 
 
2. Protecting Scotland’s Communities: Jenny Marra moved S4M-12325—That the 
Parliament notes that there are serious problems across the country in Scotland‘s 
health service; regrets that there is a veil of secrecy over important statistics on the 
operation of NHS Scotland, and calls for a culture of transparency and openness 
with regular publication of statistics and reports so that the Parliament and the 
people of Scotland can be fully informed about the state of the health service. 
 
The Cabinet Secretary for Health, Wellbeing and Sport (Shona Robison) moved 
amendment S4M-12325.3 to motion S4M-12325— 
 
Leave out from ―notes‖ to end and insert— 

 

―thanks the staff of the NHS for their hard work during the challenging winter period; notes that 

in recent years there has been a progressive increase in the statistics available on the 

performance of NHS Scotland; welcomes that, from 3 March 2015, weekly A&E performance 

statistics will be published on the website, NHS Performs, and that NHS Scotland‘s Information 

Services Division will also be identifying how it can further enhance the accessibility of NHS 

performance statistics in consultation with the users of statistics and the wider public, and 

strongly condemns the recent misrepresentation of information on NHS performance, which 

devalues the work of Scotland‘s health service.‖ 

 
Jackson Carlaw moved amendment S4M-12325.2 to motion S4M-12325— 
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Leave out from ―regrets‖ to end and insert— 

 

―accepts that these challenges make detailed scrutiny of the NHS in Scotland essential; notes 

the importance of rigorously produced and publicly available data to the process of that 

scrutiny; acknowledges the representations from the British Medical Association and the Royal 

College of Nursing supporting further consideration of the long-term sustainability of NHS 

Scotland; considers it necessary to ensure effective planning of primary and social care in order 

to remove pressure from hospital emergency departments, and regrets attempts to misuse the 

debate on the future of the NHS for political ends, whether by the use of rhetoric such as 

‗weaponising‘ or through the claims made surrounding this valued and important institution 

toward the end of last year‘s referendum campaign.‖ 

 
After debate, amendment S4M-12325.3 was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 66, 
Against 35, Abstentions 14). As a result, amendment S4M-12325.2 was pre-empted. 
 
Jim Hume moved amendment S4M-12325.1 to motion S4M-12325— 
 
Insert at end— 

 

―; welcomes the Scottish Government‘s decision to abandon its objections to the publication of 

weekly A&E waiting times, after considerable pressure from across the Parliament, and calls on 

the Scottish Government to set out how it will use the new information, in partnership with local 

communities, to improve waiting times across Scotland‖. 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 35, Against 66, 
Abstentions 14). 
 
The motion, as amended, was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 80, Against 35, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—That the Parliament thanks the staff of the 
NHS for their hard work during the challenging winter period; notes that in recent 
years there has been a progressive increase in the statistics available on the 
performance of NHS Scotland; welcomes that, from 3 March 2015, weekly A&E 
performance statistics will be published on the website, NHS Performs, and that 
NHS Scotland‘s Information Services Division will also be identifying how it can 
further enhance the accessibility of NHS performance statistics in consultation with 
the users of statistics and the wider public, and strongly condemns the recent 
misrepresentation of information on NHS performance, which devalues the work of 
Scotland‘s health service. 
 
3. Business Motion: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved 
S4M-12331—That the Parliament agrees the following programme of business— 
 
Tuesday 24 February 2015 

 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

 

followed by  Topical Questions (if selected) 
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followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Legal Writings  (Counterparts and Delivery) (Scotland) Bill 

 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Building Scotland‘s Infrastructure for the Future 

 

followed by Legislative Consent Motion: Small Business, Enterprise and Employment Bill – UK 

Legislation 

followed by Business Motions 

 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

 

5.30 pm Decision Time 

 

followed by Members‘ Business 

 

Wednesday 25 February 2015 

 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions  

  Rural Affairs, Food and Environment; 

  Justice and the Law Officers 

 

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party Business 

 

followed by Business Motions 

 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

 

followed by Members‘ Business 

 

Thursday 26 February 2015 

 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

 

11.40 am General Questions  

 

12.00 pm First Minister‘s Questions  

 

followed by  Members‘ Business 

 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions  

 

followed by Ministerial Statement: New Psychoactive Substances in Scotland 

 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Commission on Local Tax Reform 

 

followed by Business Motions 

 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

 

Tuesday 3 March 2015 

 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 
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followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

 

followed by  Topical Questions (if selected) 

 

followed by  Stage 3 Proceedings: Welfare Funds (Scotland) Bill 

 

followed by Business Motions 

 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

 

followed by Members‘ Business 

 

Wednesday 4 March 2015 

 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions  

  Health, Wellbeing and Sport 

 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

 

followed by  Business Motions 

 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

 

followed by Members‘ Business 

 

Thursday 5 March 2015 

 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

 

11.40 am General Questions  

 

12.00 pm First Minister‘s Questions  

 

followed by  Members‘ Business 

 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions  

 

followed by Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body Questions 

 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

 

followed by Business Motions 

 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

 

5.00 pm Decision Time  

 
The motion was agreed to. 
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4. Business Motion: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved 
S4M-12332—That the Parliament agrees that consideration of the Community 
Empowerment (Scotland) Bill at stage 2 be completed by 2 April 2015. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
5. Referral of a Bill: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved 
S4M-12334—That the Parliament agrees under Rule 9.7.1(b) that stage 2 of the 
Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill be taken as follows: 
 

(a)  the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee to consider (in 
the order set out by, or by virtue of, Rules 9.7.4 and 9.10.8): 
(i)  amendments to, and sections within, Part 4 (including any amendments 

inserting a new schedule to be introduced by Part 4), and 
 (ii) any amendments not falling within Part 4 (including amendments to Part 

9, schedules 4 and 5 and the long title) that relate primarily to provisions 
within or introduced by Part 4 or that otherwise relate primarily to land 
reform, 

(b)  the Local Government and Regeneration Committee to consider (in the order 
set out by, or by virtue of, Rules 9.7.4 and 9.10.8): 
(i)  amendments to Parts 1 to 3, Parts 5 to 8 and schedules 1 to 3; sections 

within those Parts, and schedules 1 to 3, 
(ii)  any amendments not falling within those Parts and schedules (including 

amendments to Part 9, schedules 4 and 5 and the long title), other than 
those to be considered by the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and 
Environment Committee, and 

(iii)  sections within Part 9; schedules 4 and 5, and the long title (consideration 
of any provision mentioned in this sub-paragraph to be completed only 
after the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee has 
completed consideration of any amendments to that provision that fall to 
be considered by it); 

 
with amendments to be considered by the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and 
Environment Committee being numbered in a sequence starting with 1 and 
amendments to be considered by the Local Government and Regeneration 
Committee to be numbered in a sequence starting with 1001, each sequence being 
published separately. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
6. Approval of SSI: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved 
S4M-12335—That the Parliament agrees that the Equality Act 2010 (Specification of 
Public Authorities) (Scotland) Order 2015 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
7. Approval of SSI: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved 
S4M-12336—That the Parliament agrees that the Land and Buildings Transaction 
Tax (Addition and Modification of Reliefs) (Scotland) Order 2015 [draft] be approved. 
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The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
8. Approval of SSI: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved 
S4M-12337—That the Parliament agrees that the Scottish Regulators‘ Strategic 
Code of Practice be approved. 
 
After debate, the motion was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 112, Against 3, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
9. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 2, 5, 6, 7 and 8 as noted 
above. 
 
10. The Wave Energy Sector in Scotland: The Parliament debated S4M-12218 in 
the name of Liam McArthur—That the Parliament deeply regrets the recent 
announcement by Pelamis that it has gone into administration and confirmation from 
Aquamarine Power that it is significantly scaling back operations; understands that 
these companies were responsible for delivering a number of world firsts and world-
only successes in the development of wave energy; believes that, despite these 
serious setbacks, the wave energy sector in Scotland has an important contribution 
to make in creating the renewable technology mix that will be necessary to 
decarbonise Scotland‘s energy system and meet its climate change targets; further 
believes that, with massive wave resources, notably in the Pentland Firth and 
Orkney Waters, a world-leading skills base and the European Marine Energy Centre 
in Stromness in Orkney, the sector remains well-placed to successfully deploy wave 
technology on a commercial scale; looks forward to the role, objectives and budget 
of Wave Energy Scotland (WES) being clarified in the near future; recognises what it 
considers the risks attached to ongoing delay in WES taking on its new role, 
including the loss of expertise and momentum, and restates its support for the 
development of a wave energy sector in Scotland that can help deliver high quality 
jobs in communities across Scotland, particularly in the islands. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.51 pm. 
 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

18 February 2015 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Subordinate Legislation 

Affirmative instruments 
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 18 February 2015 and is 
subject to the affirmative procedure— 
 

Scottish Landfill Tax (Administration) Amendment Regulations 2015 [draft] 
laid under section 41(2)(ba) of the Landfill Tax (Scotland) Act 2014 

 
Laid only instruments 
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 18 February 2015 and is 
not subject to any parliamentary procedure— 
 

Local Government Finance Act 1992 (Commencement No. 11) Order 2015 
(SSI 2015/59 (C.11)) 

laid under section 30(2) of the Interpretation and Legislative Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2010 

 
Other Documents 

The following document was laid before the Parliament on 18 February 2015 and is 
not subject to any parliamentary procedure— 
 

Scottish Public Services Ombudsman: Compendium of Case Reports for 
February 2015 (SPSO/2015/02) 

laid under Sections 15(1) and 15(1A) of the Scottish Public Services 
Ombudsman Act 2002 
 

Committee Reports 
 
The following reports were published on 18 February 2015— 
 

Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee, 12th report 2015 (Session 4): 
Subordinate Legislation (SP Paper 671) 

 
Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee, 13th report 2015 (Session 4): 
Human Trafficking and Exploitation (Scotland) Bill at stage 1 (SP Paper 672) 
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