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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 4, No. 74 Session 4 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Thursday 29 January 2015  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 11.40 am. 
 
1. General Questions: Questions were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and 
Ministers. 
 
2. First Minister’s Questions: Questions were answered by the First Minister 
(Nicola Sturgeon). 
 
3. Educational Psychologists Numbers at Dangerously Low Levels in Scotland: 
The Parliament debated S4M-11796 in the name of David Stewart—That the 
Parliament recognises the report by the National Association of Scottish Principal 
Educational Psychologists and the Scottish Division of Educational Psychologists, 
which considers that the number of trained educational psychologists in Scotland is 
“dangerously low” and that psychological services in Scotland are reporting a 
significant increase in demand; understands that up to a quarter of educational 
psychologists may retire in the next four years and that there are too few trainees 
being recruited to fill this skills gap; believes that the ratio of educational 
psychologists was worse in 2012 than in 2001 and that, currently, around 394 
educational psychologists are working in Scotland while the profession estimates the 
need for around 1,025; understands that the removal of the bursary paid to each 
trainee by the Scottish Government means that new trainees need to have access to 
around £25,000 to self-fund course fees, travel and living expenses, which has led to 
a 70% drop in applicants and a negative impact on the quality of candidates; 
considers that this has also created difficulties for students wishing to access 
courses who are resident in the Highlands and Islands and remote and rural parts of 
Scotland, and believes that a fall in the standards of assessment of children will 
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undermine advances in early years intervention and, in particular, the educational 
advice open to children with learning difficulties and those with autistic spectrum 
disorder. 
 
4. The Chilcot Inquiry: The First Minister (Nicola Sturgeon) moved S4M-12182—
That the Parliament calls for Sir John Chilcot’s official inquiry into the invasion of Iraq 
in 2003 and the subsequent war to publish its findings and all evidence ahead of the 
UK general election; acknowledges that the Iraq war resulted in the deaths of 179 
UK service personnel and hundreds of thousands of Iraqi civilians; notes that the 
cost to taxpayers of the war is estimated at £9.6 billion, and believes that, six years 
after the inquiry was established and three years after hearings concluded, it is in the 
interests of transparency, accountability and democracy that the report is published 
as soon as possible and that any further delay in publication is completely 
unjustifiable. 
 
Alex Fergusson moved amendment S4M-12182.1 to motion S4M-12182— 
 
Leave out from “calls” to end and insert— 

 

“accepts that the timing of the release of the findings of the Chilcot inquiry into the invasion of 

Iraq is entirely for the inquiry itself to decide; expresses its disappointment that the inquiry has 

now stated that its findings will not be published before the 2015 general election, and, despite 

Sir John Chilcot’s statement confirming this, calls on him to publish the inquiry’s findings as 

soon as possible.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 15, Against 63, 
Abstentions 31). 
 
The motion was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 96, Against 0, Abstentions 14). 
 
5. Community Charge Debt (Scotland) Bill: The Cabinet Secretary for Finance, 
Constitution and Economy (John Swinney) moved S4M-12176—That the Parliament 
agrees to the general principles of the Community Charge Debt (Scotland) Bill. 
 
After debate, the motion was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 96, Against 14, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
6. Community Charge Debt (Scotland) Bill: Financial Resolution: The Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance, Constitution and Economy (John Swinney) moved S4M-
12171—That the Parliament, for the purposes of any Act of the Scottish Parliament 
resulting from the Community Charge Debt (Scotland) Bill, agrees to any expenditure 
of a kind referred to in Rule 9.12.3(b) of the Parliament’s Standing Orders arising in 
consequence of the Act. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
7. UK Health and Social Care (Safety and Quality) Bill (Private Members’ Bill) – 
UK Legislation: The Cabinet Secretary for Health, Wellbeing and Sport (Shona 
Robison) moved S4M-12187—That the Parliament agrees that the relevant 
provisions of the Health and Social Care (Safety and Quality) Bill, introduced as a 
Private Members’ Bill in the House of Commons on 2 July 2014, relating to the 
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regulation of healthcare professionals, so far as these matters fall within the 
legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament, should be considered by the UK 
Parliament. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
8. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 4, 5, 6 and 7 as noted 
above. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.05 pm. 
 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

29 January 2015 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Subordinate Legislation 

Affirmative instruments 
 

The following instruments were laid before the Parliament on 29 January 2015 and 
are subject to the affirmative procedure— 
 

Scotland Act 1998 (Modification of Schedule 5) Order 2015 [draft] 
laid under paragraphs 1 and 2 of Schedule 7 to the Scotland Act 1998 

 
General Medical Council (Fitness to Practise and Over-arching Objective) and 
the Professional Standards Authority for Health and Social Care (References 
to Court) Order 2015 [draft] 
 laid under section 62(10) of the Health Act 1999 

 
Negative instruments 
 
The following instruments were laid before the Parliament on 29 January 2015 and 
are subject to the negative procedure— 
 

Little Loch Broom Scallops Several Fishery Order 2015 (SSI 2015/28) 
laid under section 20 of the Sea Fisheries (Shellfish) Act 1967 
 

Loch Ewe, Isle of Ewe, Wester Ross, Scallops Several Fishery Order 2015 
(SSI 2015/30) 
 laid under section 20 of the Sea Fisheries (Shellfish) Act 1967 

 

Other Documents 

The following documents were laid before the Parliament on 29 January 2015 and 
are not subject to any parliamentary procedure— 

 
Security Industry Authority Annual Report and Accounts 2012/13: 
(SG/2015/8)- 
 

Security Industry Authority Annual Report and Accounts 2013/14 
(SG/2015/9)- 

laid under paragraph 17 of Schedule 1 to the Private Security Industry 
Act 2001 
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Committee Reports 

The following reports are being published on 30 January 2015— 
 

Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee, 2nd Report, 2015 
(Session 4): Report on Scotland’s National Marine Plan (SP Paper 659) 

 
Health and Sport Committee, 3rd report 2015 (Session 4): Stage 1 Report on 
Mental Health (Scotland) Bill (SP paper 663) 
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