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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Vol. 3, No. 63 Session 4 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Tuesday 7 January 2014  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 p m. 
 
1. Time for Reflection: Father Joe Mills, parish priest, St Mary’s Church, Duntocher 
led Time for Reflection. 
 
2. Topical Questions: Questions were answered by a Cabinet Secretary and a 
Minister. 
 
3. Scotland’s Future: The First Minister (Alex Salmond) moved S4M-08707—That 
the Parliament deplores the welfare austerity cuts imposed by the UK Government 
on the most vulnerable; notes the estimate of the Child Poverty Action Group that, as 
a direct result of these, by 2020 child poverty will increase by up to 100,000; 
recognises that free school meals help tackle child poverty and promote child welfare 
and educational attainment; further recognises that free school meals save families 
at least £330 per child per year; confirms its commitment to increasing the number of 
primary school pupils eligible for free school meals; further confirms its commitment 
to continue to increase the provision of high-quality early learning and childcare, 
which, as well as being of benefit to children, will be of great assistance to family 
finances and help to boost female participation in the labour market; believes that, 
with independence, Scotland can match countries such as Sweden and increase the 
number of women in the labour market by more than 100,000, increase Scottish 
output by £2.2 billion and government revenues by £700 million; acknowledges that 
the powers of independence are necessary to ensure that  the full ambitions for early 
years education and childcare in Scotland are delivered as only with the powers of 
independence will these additional revenues stay in Scotland to fund such a policy 
for the long term; believes that having full control over both taxation and welfare is 
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vital to achieve the transformation in childcare that Scotland needs and for child 
poverty to be finally eradicated, and further believes that only with independence can 
Scotland truly become the best place in the world for a child to grow up. 
 
Johann Lamont moved amendment S4M-08707.3 to motion S4M-08707— 
 
Leave out from “deplores” to end and insert— 

 
“believes that the UK Government's economic and social strategies have failed and threaten 
the progress made by the previous Labour administration in tackling child poverty; agrees that 
devolution allows the Scottish Parliament to take a different approach; notes that progress in 
tackling child poverty has stalled in Scotland under the current administration, and, while 
recognising the value of free school meals, calls on the Scottish Government to take action to 
deliver for children now, including providing 50% of two-year-olds with 600 hours of free early 
learning and care in 2014.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 29, Against 84, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
Ruth Davidson moved amendment S4M-08707.1 to motion S4M-08707— 
 
Leave out from “deplores” to end and insert— 

 
“welcomes the Scottish Government's late conversion to the cause of enhancing childcare; 
remains concerned that the Scottish Government refuses to use the existing powers of the 
parliament to address policy objectives; considers that the most effective way of reducing 
poverty is by getting more people into work, and commends the rise in employment and the fall 
in unemployment resulting from the policies of the UK Government.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 17, Against 96, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
Willie Rennie moved amendment S4M-08707.2 to motion S4M-08707— 
 
Leave out from “deplores” to end and insert— 

 
“recognises that free school meals help tackle child poverty and promote child welfare and 
educational attainment; further recognises that free school meals save families at least £330 
per child per year; notes that free meals will be available to all reception and infant pupils in 
England from September 2014 and that the Scottish Government has received a Barnett 
consequential from this policy; further notes that, from September 2014, 40% of two-year-olds 
in England will be entitled to early education provision for 15 hours per week; notes that the 
Scottish Government has also received a Barnett consequential from this policy; is concerned 
that the Scottish Government has refused to match these early steps on childcare and has 
stated that it will not do so until it achieves a Yes vote in the independence referendum; 
believes that this position is neither sustainable nor in the interests of young people in Scotland 
and that the Scottish Government should embrace change, and looks forward to a positive 
future in Scotland where children growing up are not treated as political pawns and receive 
early education equipping them for a lifetime of achievement, where their parents benefit from 
the resulting increased flexibility allowing them to take up more employment, adding to the 
record numbers of people in Scotland currently in work, and all are supported by further income 
tax cuts for workers to add to the £700 already saved per person because of the action taken 
by the UK Government since 2010 with the combination of such policies lifting families out of 
hardship and poverty.” 
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After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 0, Against 108, 
Abstentions 5). 
 
The motion was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 67, Against 46, Abstentions 0). 
 
4. Offender Rehabilitation Bill – UK Legislation: The Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
(Kenny MacAskill) moved S4M-08672—That the Parliament agrees that the relevant 
provisions of the Offender Rehabilitation Bill, introduced in the House of Lords on 9 
May 2013, which enable persons convicted in England and Wales and who will be 
subject to the new supervision requirements contained in the Bill to continue to be 
subject to those requirements in the event that they are subsequently transferred to 
Scotland under the Crime (Sentences) Act 1997, so far as these matters fall within 
the legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament, should be considered by the 
UK Parliament. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
5. Business Motion: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved 
S4M-08717—That the Parliament agrees to the following revision to the programme 
of business for Wednesday 8 January 2014— 
 
after 
  
2.00 pm  Portfolio Questions 
  Education and Lifelong Learning 
  
insert 
  
followed by  Ministerial Statement: Severe winter weather impacts and Scotland’s response 
  
delete 
  
5.00 pm  Decision Time 
  
and insert 
  
5.30 pm  Decision Time 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
6. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 3 and 4 as noted above. 
 
7. Congratulations to Fife Gingerbread: The Parliament debated S4M-08611 in 
the name of David Torrance—That the Parliament congratulates Fife Gingerbread 
following its success in securing a grant of £48,770 from the Big Lottery Young Start 
initiative for the Teen Parent Project in Kirkcaldy; understands that this award will 
ensure the continuation of its vital work with teenage parents for another year; 
considers that the project offers an important service for teenage parents between 
the ages of 16 and 19, providing advice and support where required; acknowledges 
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that the funding will enable the project to expand and develop, and wishes the Teen 
Parent Project the very best going forward. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.44 pm. 
 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

7 January 2014 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Subordinate Legislation 

 
Affirmative instruments 

The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 7 January 2014 and is 
subject to the affirmative procedure— 

Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (Disclosure of Information to and by Lord 
Advocate and Scottish Ministers) Amendment Order 2014 [draft]  

laid under section 459(6)(b) of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 
 

Negative instruments 

The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 20 December 2013 and 
is subject to the negative procedure— 

National Health Service (General Ophthalmic Services) (Scotland) 
Amendment Regulations 2013 (SSI 2013/355) 

laid under section 105 of the National Health Service (Scotland) Act 
1978 

 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 23 December 2013 and 
is subject to the negative procedure— 
 

Plant Health (Scotland) Amendment (No. 3) Order 2013 (SSI 2013/366)  
laid under section 6(1) of the Plant Health Act 1967 

 
Laid only instruments 
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 23 December 2013 and 
is not subject to any Parliamentary procedure— 
 

Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (Scotland) Amendment (No. 3) Order 2013  
(SSI 2013/363) 

laid under section 30(2) of the Interpretation and Legislative Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2010 
 

Other Documents 

 
The following documents were laid before the Parliament on 20 December 2013 and 
are not subject to Parliamentary procedure— 
 

Private Rented Housing Panel & Homeowner Housing Panel Annual Report 
(SG/2013/278) 

laid under section 29(4) of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 and 
section 27(3) of the Property Factors (Scotland) Act 2011. 
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Scottish Police Services Authority Annual Report & Accounts 2012-13 
(SG/2013/283)— 
Scottish Police Authority Annual Report and Accounts for Scottish Police 
Authority For the period to 31 March 2013 (SG/2013/284)— 

laid under section 7(5) and 15(3) of the Police Order and Criminal 
Justice (Scotland) Act 2006. 
 

Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland 
Annual Report and Accounts 2012-2013 (SG/2013/97) 

laid before the Scottish Parliament at the request of a member of the 
Scottish Government and not under any laying power. 
 

 
Committee Reports 

 
 

The following report was published on 23 December 2013— 
 

Justice Committee, 20th Report, 2013 (Session 4): Criminal Legal Aid 
(Scotland) (Fees) Amendment Regulations 2013 (SSI 2013/320) 
(SP Paper 446)  
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