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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Vol. 1, No. 16 Session 4 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Thursday 8 September 2011  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 9.15 am. 
 
1.   Scottish Government’s Legislative Programme: The Parliament continued 
debating the Scottish Government’s Legislative Programme. 
 
2.   General Question Time:  Questions were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and 
Ministers. 
 
3.   First Minister’s Question Time: Questions were answered by the First Minister 
(Alex Salmond). 
 
4.   Themed Question Time: Questions on Infrastructure and Capital Investment, 
and on Culture and External Affairs were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and 
Ministers. 
 
5.   Ministerial Statement: The Cabinet Secretary for Justice (Kenny MacAskill) 
made a statement and answered questions on Police and Fire Reform. 
 
6.   Scotland Bill – EU Involvement—The Cabinet Secretary for Culture and 
External Affairs (Fiona Hyslop) moved S4M-00797—That the Parliament recognises 
that Scotland should have a strengthened role in European policy making; 
acknowledges the UK Government undertaking to respond positively to approaches 
from devolved administrations to attend and speak at meetings of the Council of the 
European Union; notes the present situation of Scottish ministers being required to 
write seeking permission to attend council meetings, and calls for Scottish ministers 
to be included in the delegation representing the UK at proceedings of EU 
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institutions considering matters that are devolved to the Scottish Parliament or that 
are exercisable by Scottish ministers. 
 
Patricia Fergusson moved amendment S4M-00797.2 to motion S4M-00797— 
 
Leave out from "notes" to end and insert— 
 

"notes that the Scotland Bill Committee has been established in the Parliament to examine 
the case made by ministers for new powers in a number of areas including European policy 
making; believes that it is important that the views of the Scottish Government and the 
Parliament can be effectively represented in European policy making and that Scottish and 
UK ministers should work together to ensure that the correct approach is being taken to 
achieve this, and believes that the Parliament should come to a view on this matter once the 
Scotland Bill Committee has taken evidence on this issue and questioned ministers, as it will 
do in the course of its work." 
 

After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 51, Against 66, 
Abstentions 1). 
 
Jamie McGrigor moved amendment S4M-00797.1 to motion S4M-00797— 
 
Leave out from "should" to end and insert— 
 

“has a strengthened role in European policy making through its membership of the United 
Kingdom; welcomes the decision of the Scottish Government to drop its unnecessary demand 
for Scottish ministers to have statutory rights to be included in UK delegations through an 
amendment to the Scotland Bill, and further welcomes the ongoing active cooperation and 
consultation between the Scottish and UK governments, which ensures that the interests of 
the Scottish people are fully represented in the European Union in both devolved and 
reserved matters.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 18, Against 99, 
Abstentions 1). 
 
The motion was then agreed to (DT) by division: For 71, Against 0, Abstentions 47). 
 
7.   Committee Membership: Bruce Crawford, on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau, moved S4M-00813—That the Parliament agrees that─ 
 
Richard Lyle be appointed to replace Mark McDonald as a member of the Rural 
Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee 
 
Mark McDonald be appointed to replace Richard Lyle as a member of the Public 
Petitions Committee. 
  
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
8.   Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 6 and 7 as noted above. 
 
9.   Flavour Fortnight 2011: The Parliament debated S4M-00600 in the name of 
Aileen McLeod—That the Parliament congratulates Dumfries and Galloway-based 
Flavour Fortnight 2011 for a packed programme of 92 events between 3 and 18 
September; notes that the programme spans the entire food and drink experience 
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from farming and food production to fine dining and that it includes a diverse range of 
events including a wild food forage around an art gallery, an opportunity to enjoy the 
first tilapia harvest from Scotland’s first aquaponics project, full-day butchery 
demonstrations, the opportunity to meet local producers and take advantage of 
plenty of tastings of local seafood, shellfish, Galloway beef, cheeses, smoked food 
etc; further notes that the events take place across Dumfries and Galloway with local 
businesses and producers working together to provide a vibrant and enthusiastic 
boost for Scotland’s food and drink industry; acknowledges that Flavour Fortnight is 
led by Savour the Flavours and receives funding from LEADER and Dumfries and 
Galloway Council; considers that Flavour Fortnight is in keeping with Scotland’s first 
food and drink policy as introduced by the Scottish Government and would welcome 
similar support for local producers across the rest of Scotland, and wishes Flavour 
Fortnight 2011 the best of success this year and for the future. 

The meeting closed at 5.36 pm. 
 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

8 September 2011 



 

4 

Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Subordinate Legislation 

Negative instruments 

The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 8 September 2011 and is 
subject to the negative procedure 

Curators ad Litem and Reporting Officers (Panels) and the Panels of Persons 
to Safeguard the Interests of Children (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 
2011 (SSI 2011/320) 

laid under section 103(2) of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 
 

Committee Reports 
 
The following report was published on 8 September 2011 
 

Subordinate Legislation Committee, 3rd Report 2011 (Session 4): Subordinate 
Legislation (SP Paper 9) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Published in Edinburgh by APS Group Scotland 
 

 

  
All documents are available on  
the Scottish Parliament website at: 
 
www.scottish.parliament.uk 
 
For details of documents available to  
order in hard copy format, please contact:   
APS Scottish Parliament Publications on 0131 629 9941. 
 

 
For information on the Scottish Parliament contact  
Public Information on: 
 
Telephone: 0800 092 7500 
Textphone: 0800 092 7100 
Email: sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk 
 

  
Printed in Scotland by APS Group Scotland 
 

 
ISBN 978-1-4061-7645-2 

 

 
 
 

Information on the Scottish Parliament’s copyright policy can be found on the website - 
www.scottish.parliament.uk or by contacting Public Information. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/�



