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10 November 2011 
 
Ms Anne Peat 
Public Petitions Committee 
TG.-1 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 
Dear Ms Peat 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PETITON PE1381 
 
On behalf of Action for Sick Children (Scotland), I am writing to confirm receipt of the 
response from the Scottish Government dated 28 October 2011, in relation to our 
petition concerning education provision for children and young people absent from 
school due to illness and to provide the Petitions Committee with our response.   
 
Action for Sick Children (Scotland) welcomes this response from the Scottish 
Government.  We are happy with the intended time frame for carrying out the review of 
the Guidance on Education of Children Absent From School Through Ill-health, on the 
basis that the group will meet in March 2012.   
 
We welcome the Scottish Government’s acknowledgement that there are a range of 
issues which should be considered by the stakeholder group as part of the review of the 
Guidance including for example consideration as to whether anything more robust than 
guidance is required and the time when teaching in hospital should normally begin 
following admission.   
 
We are concerned to note that there is no duty or requirement on education authorities 
to provide information or advice to parents and children where a child is absent from 
school due to ill health. We have looked at a sample of Local Authorities’ websites and 
found that this information is rarely easy to find.  Families experience stress and anxiety 
when caring for a sick child and many will not know what provision should be available.  
This information should be made easily accessible so as not to add to the family’s 
stress.   
 
We continue to be concerned that there is no onus on Local Authorities to demonstrate 
that they are complying with the legislation and guidance in relation to children and 
young people absent from school due to illness.   



 
We feel that the responses received from the four local authorities, Highland, Shetland, 
Fife and Glasgow, demonstrate the variation in information provision and interpretation 
of the Guidance.  The Guidance is in place but implementation is not consistent in 
practice. We note, for example, that Fife says that ‘Home and Hospital Tuition is 
intended to address situations where the pupil is incapacitated due to illness or disability 
which results in absence from school for over three consecutive working weeks’.  The 
Guidance states that education should normally be provided after five days in hospital 
or 20 days of being ill at home.   
 
We look forward to hearing the outcome of the Petitions Committee discussion on 29 
November in due course. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Gwen Garner 
ASC(S) Professional Adviser 
 
 


