
Cidhe Bhictòria, Dùn Èideann, EH6 6QQ 

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh  EH6 6QQ 

www.scotland.gov.uk   
 

PE1381/J 
 
Buidheann-Stiùiridh an Ionnsachaidh 

Learning Directorate 

 

 

F/T: 0131-244 0444  F: 0131-244 0834 
E: laura.meikle@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

 

 

 

Anne Peat 
Clerk to the Public Petitions Committee  
T3.40 
Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 
 
 


 

___ 
 
Ur faidhle/Your ref:  PE1381 
 
28 October 2011 
 
 
Dear Anne  
 
Thank you for your letter of 6 October requesting written responses to the points raised in 
the discussion of the petition on 20 September 2011. For ease of reference I have used the 
question as the heading for each response. 
 
What is the intended time frame for carrying out the review of the Guidance on 
education of children absent from school through ill-health? 
 
The exact time frame is dependent on the conclusion of other strands of work but it is 
anticipated that a group of stakeholders will be established in January 2012 and that the 
group will meet in March to begin the process of confirming the scope of the review and 
begin work on the review itself. 
 
How will the review be undertaken (for example, will there be a consultative, 
participative approach)? 
 
As indicated above, and in the meeting with Action for Sick Children (Scotland), it is our 
intention to bring together a group of key stakeholders representing a range of interests in 
this issue. There are currently polarised views on this complex issue and the aim is to bring 
all those with interests together to form a collective solution to the challenges which can then 
be incorporated in guidance. 
 
What steps will the Scottish Government take, and when, to involve key stakeholders 
such as ourselves? 
 
As indicated above, our intention is to bring together a group of key stakeholders, including 
Action for Sick Children (Scotland) and others who have raised concerns in relation to this 
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issue, such as CoSLA. Our intention would be to invite stakeholders in January 2012 with a 
view to meeting in March 2012. 
 
Should the Guidance be given a higher status for example Guidelines, to ensure a 
consistent approach by local authorities and if not, is the Scottish Government 
confident that the review of the Guidance will lead to such consistency? 
 
The status of 'guidance' and 'guidelines' are the same. Education authorities are already 
under a statutory duty to have regard to the current Guidance. They will also have to have 
regard to the revised Guidance when it is issued. Whether anything more robust than 
guidance is required is an issue which should be considered by the stakeholder group as 
part of the review of the Guidance itself. The issue of approach to implementation regarding 
consistency of approach vs meeting the individual needs of the child or young person is also 
an issue which should be considered by the stakeholder group. 
 
Can the Scottish Government confirm that local authorities should ensure that every 
child in hospital receives education after five days of being in hospital if they are 
deemed well enough to receive it, and if so, will it write to all local authorities to 
encourage them to consider making wider use of "commissioning agreements" or 
similar, in order to minimise any undue delays? 
 
Paragraph 37 of the current Guidance states that 'teaching in hospital, including in any adult 
wards where children may be admitted, or hospice, should normally begin after five working 
days following admission provided the child's state of health makes this desirable. This is 
clearly not absolute and enables flexibility where required. I am aware of the petitioners 
concerns regarding delays in provision of teaching, however other stakeholders have raised 
equally valid issues in relation to this issue. It is proposed that this issue be considered 
alongside a range of others as part of the review of the Guidance with the stakeholder group. 
Therefore it would be inappropriate to write to authorities to encourage any particular path of 
action prior to the consideration of this issue as part of the review. 
 
What advice do local authorities generally make available to parents and children 
where a child is absent from school due to ill-health? 
 
As local authorities would be responsible for the provision of the advice this information 
should be sought from local authorities directly. However, there is no duty or requirement on 
education authorities to provide this. 
 
In relation to children and young people who are absent from school through iII 
health, how many references to Scottish Ministers under section 70 of the Education 
(Scotland) Act 1980 have there been in the last 5 years? 
 
There has been one reference made to Scottish Ministers under section 70 relating to the 
duty at section 40 of the Standards in Scotland's Schools etc Act 2000 in the last five years. 
It was made this year. 
 
Conclusion  
 
I trust that this information reassures the committee of our intent to consider this issue and to 
review the Guidance with a view to resolving where possible a number of the concerns which 
have been raised by stakeholders. I would remind the committee that stakeholders other 
than the petitioner have raised concerns in relation to this Guidance and its implementation 
and that therefore there is a need to ensure a balanced and comprehensive approach to the 
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review of this Guidance to ensure that all of the concerns raised are addressed 
appropriately. 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Laura Meikle  
 
 


