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CONSIDERATION OF PE 1381 QUESTIONS ARISING FROM COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS 
 
Local Authorities 
 
What information/guidance or advice is made available to parents/schools with 
regard to the continued provision of education for children who are absent 
from school through long term ill-health? 
 
The guidance for provision of education for children who are absent from school 
through long term ill health is provided within the policy for flexible education in Fife 
Council Education Service. 
 
Home and hospital tuition is set in the context of Fife’s Strategy for Inclusion, Getting 
It Right and Curriculum for Excellence.  The guidance sets out factors to be taken 
into account in the design and implementation of flexible arrangements and details 
the processes that must be followed. 
 
The main aim is to ensure consistency of approach in supporting the area of flexible 
educational arrangements.  It aims to inform educational decision making which 
supports and meets the needs of young people in Fife. 
 
Fife Council Education Service guidance states:- 
 
‘It is a central requirement …… that the best interests of the young person are 
paramount and that the views of parent(s), guardians(s) and/or carer(s) and 
partner(s) are integral to the planning process’. 
 
‘The views of the young person is also a key consideration’. 
 
It is expected that young people requiring home or hospital tuition will be supported 
through in-school pupil support services as well as through other partners, for 
example Educational Psychological Service, Family Community Support Team. 
 
Where home and hospital tuition, is being considered, a planning meeting must be 
called involving parent(s)/carer(s), a senior member of school staff, pupil support 
staff, educational psychologist and other partners as appropriate.  At the meeting the 
following would be considered. 
 
 A clear statement of why a flexible educational arrangement is considered to be 

in the pupil’s best interest; 
 How educational outcomes are to be shared and addressed; 
 A timescale for review/monitoring.  Where this is for a fixed period, this should 

indicate that the period may be extended by agreement by all parties; 



 

 

 

 Resources/work/support to be provided respectively by parents/carers and 
school; 

 The roles of any other partners involved in supporting the pupil or family; 
 Parental responsibilities within the programme; 
 The locations for the programme (if not in school); 
 How additional support needs are to be met through the planning and review 

process. 
 
In Fife Council Education Service ‘Home and Hospital Tuition is intended to address 
situations where the pupil is incapacitated due to illness or disability which results in 
absence from school for periods over three consecutive working weeks’.  
Consideration will also be given to young people who experience twenty days of 
intermittent absence. Fife Council Education Service supports any hospital tuition 
service offered to families with children who are hospitalised irrespective of the 
above timescales. 
 
Fife Council Education Service Guidance clearly states: 
 
For pupils who are hospitalised, either within or outwith Fife, it is the responsibility of 
the Named Person within school to liaise with parent/carers and with their 
agreement, to make contact with the hospital to discuss educational arrangements, 
if appropriate. 
 
If education is to be provided by the hospital education service, the Named Person 
in school should contact the Education Officer responsible for Home and Hospital 
Tuition to inform them.  If the hospitalisation is long term, it is the responsibility of the 
Named Person to provide six weekly updates to the Education Officer with 
responsibility for Home and Hospital Tuition. 
 
In line with ‘Getting it Right’, the named person in school must liaise regularly with 
the tutor(s) to support the plan for the pupil(s) education and to review the 
educational progress of the pupil(s). 
 
The school must review the package for tuition within six weeks from the start date 
or earlier if the tuition comes to an end before this for example if the young person 
returns to school.  This review should take into account reports received from tutors 
in order to ensure appropriate progression, as the school retains responsibility for 
the young person. 
 
The partnership between home and school is vital in stressful situations that involve 
the hospitalisation or chronic illness of children and it is important to maintain 
personal contact in such circumstances.  Schools and the named person maintain 
this contact and are sources of advice for parents/carers. 
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