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5 September 2011 
 
Ms Anne Peat 
Public Petitions Committee 
TG.-1 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 
Dear Ms Peat 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PETITON PE1381 
 
On behalf of Action for Sick Children (Scotland), I am writing to confirm receipt of the response 
from the Scottish Government dated 5 August 2011, in relation to our petition concerning 
education provision for children and young people absent from school due to illness and to 
provide the Petitions Committee with our response.   
 
As has been noted by the Scottish Government, representatives from Action for Sick Children 
(Scotland) have now met with Rachel Barrie and Laura Meikle from the Scottish Government 
Learning Directorate to discuss this issue. At that meeting we were advised that the Scottish 
Government intended to review the Guidance on education of children absent from school 
through ill-health. We confirmed that ASC(S) would  be very pleased to work with the Scottish 
Government to ensure that children and young people who are absent from school due to ill 
health receive appropriate education and that we would be very willing to take part in a review of 
the Guidance.  ASC(S) views the intention to undertake this review as a positive step forward 
and in relation to this we would ask the Petitions Committee to ask the Scottish Government the 
following: 
 

 What is the intended time frame for carrying out the review of the Guidance? 
 

 How will the review be undertaken (for example, will there be a consultative, participative 
approach)?   
 

 What steps will the Scottish Government take and when to involve key stakeholders 
such as ourselves? 
 

 Should the Guidance be given a higher status for example Guidelines, to ensure a 
consistent approach by local authorities and if not, is the Scottish Government confident 
that the review of the Guidance will lead to such consistency? 
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 Can the Scottish Government confirm that local authorities should ensure that every 
child in hospital receives education after five days of being in hospital if they are deemed 
well enough to receive it, and if so, will it write to all local authorities to encourage them 
to consider making a wider use of “commissioning agreements” or similar, in order to 
minimise any undue delays? 

  
We look forward to hearing the outcome of the Petitions Committee discussions in due course. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gwen Garner 
Chair 
 
 


