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T:0131-244 7848
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Mr Fergus Cochrane
Clerk to the Public Petitions Committee
TG.01
The Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP

5 August 2011

Dear Mr Cochrane

Consideration of Petition PE1385

~
The Scottish
Government

We refer to your letter dated 25 March 2011 regarding the further consideration of the above
petition from Asthma UK Scotland about the provision of asthma training, awareness and
care in schools.

During the discussion of the Petitions Committee on 22 February 2011 it was considered that
the relevant officials in the Scottish Government meet with the Petitioner to discuss the
issues raised within the petition. In your letter you then ask for the meeting to be arranged to
see what action, if any, can be taken and to submit a note of the actions to be taken as a
result. Laura Meikle, Rachel Barrie, both from the Scottish Government's Learning
Directorate, and Duncan Clark from Healthcare Improvement Directorate, met with the
Petitioner, Shona Haslam, National Director, Asthma UK Scotland and her colleague Gordon
Brown, also National Director, from Asthma UK Scotland on 25 May 2011.

At the meeting, representatives from the Scottish Government and Asthma UK Scotland
welcomed the opportunity to meet and recognised the mutual benefit in working together to
help inform and support each others work. It was also agreed that the response to the
Petitions Committee about the meeting would be issued jointly from the Scottish Government
and Asthma UK Scotland. Please see Annex A for a copy of the note of the meeting and
below for details of the 2 key action points agreed at the meeting together with any relevant
background and updates following the meeting.

Action 1 - The Scottish Government's Health and Learning Directorates to consider
any additional sources of funding to allow for the continuation of the 'Alert to Asthma'
programme
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At the meeting Asthma UK Scotland provided detail about the 'Alert to Asthma' programme
which had been funded through the Self Management Fund, which is administered by the
Long Term Conditions Alliance Scotland (LTCAS) on behalf of the Scottish Government.
The current funding for the programme, which is delivered directly to teachers and other
training school staff by a trained asthma nurse, recently came to an end. While Asthma UK
Scotland continue to seek and apply for funding through other sources; the Scottish
Government's Health and Learning Directorates committed to consider any central funding
sources that may exist.

Action 2 - Scottish Government officials to contact Learning Teaching Scotland, the
principal body in Scotland for supporting the delivery of Curriculum for Excellence, to
explore how they might be able to help sustain and/or support the 'Alert to Asthma'
programme

The Scottish Government contacted Learning Teaching Scotland, which is part of Education
Scotland, in the first instance regarding how they might be able to sustain or support the
'Alert to Asthma' programme and to explore what role they could play in supporting the
delivery of a teachers resource for asthma education in line with the health and wellbeing
eperiences and outcomes in Curriculum for Excellence.

An official from Education Scotland responded to say they would be happy to support
Asthma UK by reviewing and/or publicising through its website and beyond the CPD
opportunities and materials, however would not be appropriate to fund or assist in the
development of these. Following this exchange, Asthma UK Scotland will continue to
engage with Education Scotland.

Finally, it is noted that the petition itself and the correspondence exchanged to date made a
number of observations about of role of school nurses and other public health nurses in
helping to equip school staff, and communities to understand and support the needs of
people with asthma in Scotland. Unfortunately officials from the Scottish Government's
Directorate for Chief Nursing Officer, Patients, Public & Health Professions were not present
at the meeting; however, Asthma UK Scotland notes an invitation from officials to meet, if
considered helpful, and discuss in more detail.

We trust this response is useful.

Yours sincerely

.~/~

on behalf of the Scottish Government,
Rachel Barrie, Support and Wellbeing Unit

on behalf of Asthma UK (Scotland)
Shona Haslam, National Director
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ANNEX A
Meeting between asthma UK and the Scottish Government, 25 May 2011

Attendees:
Laura Meikle, Learning Directorate, Scottish Government
Rachel Barrie, Learning Directorate, Scottish Government
Shona Haslam, National Director, Asthma UK Scotland
Gordon Brown, National Director, Asthma UK Scotland
Duncan Clark, Directorate of Health Care Improvement, Scottish Government

Summary of discussion:
1. Gordon Brown and Shona Haslam explained that the key objective of Asthma Scotland
UK for children and young people is to ensure the good control or improve the control of asthma
to ensure excellent long term outcomes for the individual. They reported that their work over the
previous 10 years culminated in the delivery of the 'Alert to Asthma' training programme, which,
was supported from the funding awarded through the Self Management Fund, recently came to
an end. This has restricted the delivery of the programme, which reached over a quarter of
schools in Scotland, via cluster training, over the past 18 months.

2. In the focus groups which Asthma UK held with children and young people, it was
revealed they often have no confidence that their teachers and peers would know what to do in
the event of an emergency. The programme is delivered directly to teachers and other school
staff by a trained asthma nurse and ideally, the programme should be repeated in schools every
3 years, to refresh and ensure the capacity of the school community to meet the needs of
children and young people with asthma.

3. Shona and Gordon continued that the key benefit of the programme is that it is provided
free of charge to schools and they would ideally like to secure the funding in be able to continue
this. They believe the cost of continuing the programme is exceptional value at £20,000 per
annum for a teacher/cluster approach and £45,000 for a peer to peer approach and are applying
for funding from various sources. They appealed to the Scottish Government's Health and
Learning Directorates to consider whether they might consider any additional sources might be
available.

4. Shona and Gordon also provided detail about the awareness raising and training they are
doing with Edinburgh University to work with undergraduate Physical Education teachers, and
highlighted the evidence they submitted to the McCormac review of teacher employment in
Scotland.

5. Laura Meikle considered that there may be merit in her contacting Learning Teaching
Scotland (which will merge into Education Scotland from 1 July) about asthma in schools more
generally and the 'Alert to Asthma' programme. Learning Teaching Scotland are the main
delivery partners with regard to learning and school education in Scotland and she agreed to
explore with them how they might be able to help sustain and/or support the project.

6. Laura also explained that anything that can be done to align the 'Alert to Asthma'
programme to Curriculum for Excellence's experiences and outcomes would be helpful in
promoting its benefits.

7. Laura and Rachel Barrie also explained that there is an intention to revisit the Guidance
on the Administration of Medicines in school and consider whether there is benefit and demand
to update the guidance, however, it is not considered that it will be possible to commence this
task until 2012 to ensure that the task can take full account to the McCormac review. Shona and
Gordon welcomed this review and confirmed that they would like to become involved in that
process where they could.
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