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PE1385/E 
Public Petitions Committee consideration of PE1385 
 
Response from Asthma UK Scotland to Scottish Government submissions 
 
General Comments 
 
We thank the Scottish Government for their detailed response to our petition. However, 
we are disappointed with the continued emphasis on generic approaches to the care of 
children with long term conditions in school - indeed we remain gravely concerned that 
their approach is putting the lives of children with asthma at risk. 
 
This ‘one-size fits all’ approach may be the easiest and cheapest option and indeed may 
well serve the needs of children with some long term conditions but the sheer number of  
children with asthma in Scotland, coupled with the fact it is a potentially fatal condition, 
means a tailored plan for their needs is required. There are 2 children in every classroom 
with asthma, so training should not be left as an optional extra for schools, they have to 
know what to do when these children have an asthma attack; we only have to look at the 
case of Sam Linton in Stockport to see the importance of mandatory asthma training for 
every teacher in every Scottish school so that such a tragedy cannot happen here. 
 
The Scottish Government refer to our grant to extend Alert to Asthma to 170 schools across 
Scotland.  But it is this experience and the knowledge that we have gained from delivering 
these sessions that has prompted us to call for training for teachers to be more widely 
disseminated.  Our evaluations of the sessions show that prior to having the training 
teachers did not know what to do in the event of a child having an asthma attack.  Post 
training they did, they knew what inhaler to give, how to give it and when to call an 
ambulance.  This did not happen in the case of Sam Linton, with tragic consequences.   
 
Specific points 
 
Paragraph 5 
 
The Scottish Government state – “Treatment of asthma is carried out by the specialist 
community paediatric nurse or the child’s practice nurse. Most school nurses have 
undertaken awareness training and will support those children & young people with severe 
asthma in partnership with the specialist community paediatric nurse or practice nurse. 
They will advise education staff and act as the link person between education, home and 
the specialist’s services.  School nurses will arrange awareness training annually for 
education staff if requested.” 
 
“If requested” is simply not good enough.  Every teacher in every school has 2 children 
with asthma in their classroom, they may think that asthma is a mild condition, a bit of a 
wheeze occasionally.  They will not be aware of that child’s triggers or what they can do 
to minimise those triggers in the classroom.  They will not know where to keep an inhaler 
safely, or when to give the child their inhaler.  They will not know how to multi-dose the 
child in an event of an attack, or at what point they should phone an ambulance. They will 
not know how much inhaler they can safely give to a child while waiting for an ambulance 
to arrive.  “If requested” is not acceptable. 
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Paragraph 8 states – “It is the view of the Scottish Government that health care planning 
should focus on the individual needs of children and young people.  Schools should develop 
healthcare policies which related to the individual needs of the children and young people 
for whom they are responsible, rather than a range of policies covering different health 
conditions which may or may not apply to the school population.  Individual healthcare 
policies should set out the plans for healthcare, medicine management and emergency 
responses determined by the individual child’s or young person’s needs. 
 
Asthma will apply to the school population, it cannot be placed in the same bracket as 
diabetes, epilepsy or anaphylaxis that may only affect one or two children in the school.  
Asthma is a widespread condition that affects 1 in 13 children and therefore requires 
specific policies in schools.  
 
The asthma standards for children and young people developed by QIS clearly state that 
every school should have an asthma policy, therefore the Government is wrong to state 
that schools should not have policies relating to specific conditions. 
 
Paragraph 13 state – “I welcome the concerns raised by Asthma Scotland UK – Youth 
Ambassadors on this very important issue.  In responding I would note that the focus of the 
petition is clearly on asthma alone, and whilst this is understandable there are many other 
healthcare concerns which also affect children and young people in Scotland’s schools and 
one should not be highlighted above others.” 
 
Of course there are many long term conditions that affect children, but asthma is the most 
prevalent of all long term conditions faced by children.  Children are resilient they do not 
complain about their asthma, they want to join in and lead full and active school life.  But 
schools have a responsibility to ensure that this happens.  We know from talking to 
children that they are excluded from PE, school trips, chemistry lessons and more because 
schools do not know how to deal with their asthma.  I would encourage the committee to 
look at our message boards, http://www.kickasthma.org.uk/discussion/messages/7/7.html
Here you will see the problems faced by children when their teachers do not know what to 
do. 
 
I fully accept that there are other long term conditions faced by children in school.  
However when asthma is the most prevalent, with 72,000 children in Scotland.  It accounts 
for 5% of all children’s appointments at GPs surgeries.  It restricts what children can do at 
school and it can so easily be tackled.  When you have a condition that is so obviously more 
prevalent than other conditions then I believe it should be made a priority for schools and 
highlighted above other, less prevalent, conditions. 
 
 
 
Shona Haslam 
National Director, Asthma UK Scotland. 
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