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2 February 2011 
 
 
Dear Mr Cochrane 
 
Consideration of Petition PE1385 
 
1. The Scottish Government welcomes the opportunity to respond to the issues raised in the 
petition by Shona Haslam on behalf of Asthma UK Scotland – Youth Ambassadors about 
asthma awareness and care in schools.  Your letter and the questions arising from the 
Committee meetings raise a number of points which overlap therefore I have structured my 
response to align with the questions from the Committee and will respond to each in turn. 
 
(1) Provide appropriate support and training to school staff to ensure that all schools 
create and implement a policy to support school pupils with asthma 
2. Education authorities and schools are responsible for the provision of support and 
training to school staff.  This includes training to support children and young people’s 
healthcare needs, including asthma.  Education authorities and schools should develop 
plans to support children and young people’s individual healthcare needs, including 
responses to medical emergencies.  We do not encourage topic specific healthcare planning 
in schools as they are unable to reflect the many different types of healthcare needs that 
children and young people may have in school, and are unable to reflect the individual 
responses that children and young people may need to support them. 
 
(2) Implement a set of consistent national standards for asthma services in schools 
3. There are no plans to implement a set of national standards for asthma services in 
schools.  The focus of national policies and guidelines in health education and children’s 
services is to meet the individual needs of children and young people in an appropriate, 
properly and timely manner.  Children and young people receive the standard of support 
required to meet their individual needs. 
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(3) Increase the number of school nurses trained to treat asthma; and  
4. There are no plans to increase the number of school nurses trained to treat asthma.  
Individual health needs, including asthma should be planned for and met by those best 
placed to support the children and young people effectively, whoever they may be, in school.  
 
5. Treatment of asthma is carried out by the specialist community paediatric nurse or the 
child’s practice nurse. Most school nurses have undertaken awareness training and will 
support those children & young people with severe asthma in partnership with the specialist 
community paediatric nurse or practice nurse. They will advise education staff and act as the 
link person between education, home and the specialist’s services.  School nurses will 
arrange awareness training annually for education staff if requested.  
(4) Ensure that school inspections measure the performance of schools in supporting 
children with asthma. 

6. Children’s care and welfare are already considered as part of the routine inspection of 
schools.  If health care concerns were raised as part of the pre-inspection of schools this 
would be focussed on as part of the inspection.  It would not be appropriate to focus on 
asthma as part of inspection above other health care concerns which affect children and 
young people as diabetes, etc. 

Response more generally to the petition, including the 5 action points in section 5? 
Action point 1 – support and training 
 
7. The response to this point has been provided in paragraph 2 above. 
 
Action point 2 – create and implement policies to support children and young people with 
asthma 
 
8. It is the view of the Scottish Government that health care planning should focus on the 
individual needs of children and young people.  Schools should develop healthcare policies 
which related to the individual needs of the children and young people for whom they are 
responsible, rather than a range of policies covering different health conditions which may or 
may not apply to the school population.  Individual healthcare policies should set out the 
plans for healthcare, medicine management and emergency responses determined by the 
individual child’s or young person’s needs. 
 
Action point 3 – national standards for asthma services 
 
9. Most NHS Board areas have a nominated lead Paediatrician or Clinician who has the 
responsibility to implement the NHS QIS Standards for Asthma Services for Children & 
Young People.  These Standards include criterion for schools.  All are at various stages of 
implementation.  
 
10. The Government is committed to reducing wherever possible the number of emergency  
or unscheduled admissions to hospital, and we would expect most children and young 
people with asthma to be managed in the community by the Primary Care team.  The 
‘Delivering Quality in Primary Care Action Plan’, published in August 2010, calls for the 
development of agreed care pathways for long term conditions such as asthma, which is 
specifically mentioned as an example, in order to help reduce admissions to hospital.  Those 
responsible for taking forward this aspect of the Action Plan will be able to build on the care 
pathways being developed by the respiratory Managed Clinical Networks that the 
Government has helped to fund in each NHS Board. 
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Action point 4 – increase school nurses trained in asthma 
 
11. The response to this point has been provided at paragraphs 4 and 5 above. 
 
Action point 5 – school inspection 
 
12. The response to this point has been provided at paragraph 6 above. 
 
Response to general points 
 
13. I welcome the concerns raised by Asthma Scotland UK – Youth Ambassadors on this 
very important issue.  In responding I would note that the focus of the petition is clearly on 
asthma alone, and whilst this is understandable there are many other healthcare concerns 
which also affect children and young people in Scotland’s schools and one should not be 
highlighted above others.   
 
14. The focus of Scotland’s legislative and policy framework for children and young people 
has increasingly become the individualisation and personalisation of services to meet 
children’s and young people’s own needs.  Getting it Right for Every Child, Additional 
Support for Learning and Curriculum for Excellence are examples of this.  From this 
perspective, it is the planning and delivery of services to children and young people, 
including those who have asthma which is important.  Whilst schools policies are important 
to provide the context for individual plans these topic based policies cannot replace the 
importance of individualised plans. 
 
15. The Committee may wish to note that in 2009, Asthma UK Scotland was awarded 
funding of £131,263 over 2 years to expand its Alert to Asthma project. This project aims to 
reduce the risks to children with asthma by making staff at schools and nurseries aware of 
how to spot and deal with asthma attacks and how to ensure children with asthma live a full 
and active life.  The Self Management Fund is a key recommendation of 'Gaun Yersel' - The 
Self Management Strategy for Scotland' published in 2008, in partnership between the Long 
Term Conditions Alliance Scotland and the Scottish Government. The Fund aims to 
encourage good practice to be shared and innovative approaches to self management to be 
developed. 
 
16. We are aware of Asthma UK Scotland’s concerns that its self management fund award  
will come to end in March. We remain committed to the fund in principle, but however future 
funding arrangements can only be determined once the outcomes from the budget 
deliberations are known.  
 
17. I trust this information is helpful 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Laura Meikle 
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