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Public Petitions Committee consideration of PE1385 
 
Response from Asthma UK Scotland to NES and RCN submissions 
 
 
NHS Education Scotland 
 
We welcome the response from NHS Education Scotland and are grateful to them for 
responding to our queries. 
 
However we are disappointed by the vague nature of their response.  Asthma is the most 
long term common condition among children.  1 in 13 children have the condition, around 
2 in every classroom.  NES point out that a Scottish Framework for Nursing in Schools has 
been produced but does not highlight specific education in relation to asthma. This should 
now be addressed.  Given the prevalence for asthma and need for school nurses to be well 
trained in this area it is no longer acceptable for the framework to not include condition 
specific protocols. 
 
The response from NES states “Additionally, the briefing suggests that school nurses 
receive in-house training from NHS Boards which may be facilitated by expert clinicians in 
the field such as specialist respiratory nurses or specialist asthma nurses”. We would like 
NES to comment on this and state whether they would be in favour of such training and 
whether they will work with NHS Boards and ourselves to deliver such training. 
 
We welcome the Modernising Nursing the Community agenda and look forward to seeing 
asthma as a priority in this project, given the recognition by NES that all school nurses 
should have knowledge and awareness of asthma.  We would welcome the support of the 
committee in ensuring that this project includes condition specific protocols. 
 
Royal College of Nursing 
 
We are grateful to the RCN for their support in this campaign.  The response raises some 
important points, recognising the need for specific training for schools nurses in asthma 
and the importance of sufficient, highly trained nurses to provide direct care where 
necessary and supervise others. 
 
We look forward to working with them and the Scottish Government in building on the 
work of the Health and Well Being in schools programme. 
 
We would be grateful to the committee if they could urge the Scottish Government to work 
with partners such as Asthma UK Scotland and the RCN in delivering this work. Ensuring 
that all teachers and school nurses are given the knowledge and support they need to 
effectively look after children with asthma must be a priority for the Government. I hope 
that we can work together to deliver this to schools throughout Scotland. 

 
Shona Haslam 
National Directory, Asthma UK Scotland 


