
Clare Mayo 
RCN Scotland 

42 South Oswald Road 
Edinburgh 
EH9 2HH 

 
0131 662 6172 

 
PE1385/B 
Mr Fergus Cochrane 
Public Petitions Committee 
Room TG.01 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 
 
2 February 2011 
 
Dear Mr Cochrane 

 
Response to petition PE1385 on support for children with asthma in schools 
 
The Royal College of Nursing (RCN) Scotland supports the aims of the Asthma UK 
petition. School nurses and health care support workers are an integral part of the 
team who support children and young people in the school environment, as 
supporting the health and wellbeing needs of children is critical to their learning. The 
expertise of the school nurse is central to supporting children with asthma and there 
must be sufficient highly trained school nurses to provide direct care when necessary 
and also to supervise others in the wider team.  
 
School nurses work alongside practice nurses, GPs and hospital based children’s 
asthma services to provide the continuity of high quality care required by school aged 
children and their families.  
 
RCN Scotland is involved in the Health and Wellbeing in Schools programme led by 
the Scottish Government, which is developing roles across the healthcare team.  
There are four pilot areas focusing on the health needs of children and young people 
in each group of schools and these are considering how best the team of health 
professionals can be configured to meet local need. Building capacity for health and 
wellbeing in schools is the stated objective of this work and the results from the pilot 
sites must be evaluated and an implementation phase taken forward to build that 
capacity to improve healthcare in schools across Scotland.  
 
The steps suggested in the petition from Asthma UK are excellent building blocks for 
a high quality service which meets the needs of children with asthma. These need to 
be taken forward in the context of the health and wellbeing needs of all pupils and 
need to build on the work currently being undertaken by Scottish Government.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
Clare Mayo 
Policy Advisor 


