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Not having attended the petitions meeting and not, at the moment having time to reread 
it, I can't comment on whether these are the relevant topics raised and questions that 
Transport Scotland is responding to. Frankly, the issues they are responding to seem to 
be geared towards building bureaucratic mazes rather than dealing with real-life 
situations. 
 
It might have its place in due course, but this talk about future regulations and adoption 
of standards is sheer procrastination. The problem exists today, it should have been 
dealt with years ago, the solution does not require that we wait for some planning-
regulated nirvana. 
 
There are two issues: legality and democratic process. 
 
1. The line is running now, we have Scottish legislation now. In Scots law noise is 
classed as nuisance; we should be insisting that the current legislation be enforced. No 
specific noise level is defined in Scottish Law, but the criteria is that the noise should be 
'reasonable'. There isn't a specific value but that does not, especially in clear-cut cases, 
mean it isn't enforceable. 
 
Since the night Lamax noise levels as measured by AECOM are close to 80dB Lamax 
for most of the 10 properties surveyed (one as high as 86dB, the lowest 70dB) then we 
are talking, typically, about 20dB higher than the 60dB level indentified in the 
Environmental Statement as the level at which sleep disturbance would occur (p189, vol 
2).  This 60dB level is also the level above which the World Health Organization 
identifies harm starts to occur. Because noise is measured on a logarithmic scale, an 
increase in 20dB is in fact an increase in noise pressure levels of 100. 
 
To sum up: noise levels are typically 100 times higher than what the Environmental 
Statement identified as a sleep disturbance level and 100 times higher than the level at 
which the WHO says significant health problems occur. It seems improbable in the 
extreme that such night noise levels could be deemed 'reasonable'. 
 
2. We should also be asking about what happened to the democratic process. The 
consultation process was based on a 60dB Lamax night level. That's what was 
presented to the public and to parliament, yet, commercial operators have been given a 
permit to exceed 82dB twice an hour. Talk of future noise-level legislation is pointless if 
we let consultants and commercial interests ignore the democratically-agreed levels we 
have today. 
 
By the way, excessive night noise requires houses to have sound insulation, excessive 
day-time noise requires mitigation barriers. As far as I'm aware, no one on the line had 
been allocated sound insulation despite. or is it because, 100% of those measured 
being well over the 60dB limit. 


