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Response to Letter from Transport Scotland dated 4 August 2011 

The responses I have received from most residents who communicated with me was that this 

was yet again re-iteration by Transport Scotland. 

Details to each sub heading are below: 

 

1. Consistency of Noise Regulations. 

Residents felt that Noise regulations should at least match or better those in England and 

Wales.  This was stated as not being a ‘new’ railway, but a re-opened one – residents ask 

what are the different regulation as to ‘new’ or ‘re-opened’ lines? 

 

2. Introduction of Noise Insulation Regulations 

Residents have not been given information on these as yet and approve of Transport 

Scotland’s considering improvements to noise insulation and hope these is implemented 

on an urgent basis 

 

3. Practical steps to manage the noise and vibration during the night 

 Contrary to the request by the Petitions Committee, Mrs Massie was excluded 

from the meeting on 9
th

 March according to Ron Macaulay and Keith brown, for 

reasons which have not been explained.  

 The trains are now slightly quieter, some of the clanking between trucks has been 

reduced but the noise and vibration has certainly NOT been minimised. 

 Nothing has been done at all on the mitigation fencing.   

No-one has been told when they will be starting.  Mrs Massie had a visit from 

Aecom some months ago and a subsequent email with photographs of similar 

fencing, but no communication has been received since. 

 In addition, the coal trains are now running on Sundays as well as through the 

week despite the Petitions Committee having been told being told by DB 

Schenker, Network Rail, Transport Scotland and Scottish Power that they could 

not do this as the line was needed for maintenance on a Sunday – oh, and the 

pleasure steam trains four times a year! 

 

 


