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3rd November 2011 
 
Dear Chris, 
  
PE 1352 – Saltire over Edinburgh Castle 
  
Many thanks for your email with attached response from the Scottish Government 
which I received on the 18th of October and I note all that the Cabinet Secretary for 
Culture and External Affairs writes. 
 
I have had time now to discuss at length the content and position outlined by Mrs 
Hyslop with other members of Saltire Scotland. There is, as you may understand 
some disappointment and surprise at this proposal from the Scottish Government in 
light of the overwhelming support our petition has received from other Scottish 
Ministers, MSPs, former senior officers of the armed forces, tourists and many 
ordinary Scots who want to see their country’s flag fly at the highest point on 
Scotland’s most iconic building. 
 
The reference by Mrs Hyslop to Queens Regulations is utterly spurious and it is 
evident from this and her previous responses and failure to secure proper legal 
advice on this matter that she is well aware that these military regulations have no 
bearing on property for which the MoD do not own, which is the case at Edinburgh 
Castle. 
 
More worryingly however is the apparent fawning deference existing on the part of 
the Cabinet Secretary with regard to the application and designation by the MoD of 
“Flag Flying Stations” on property which is owned entirely by Scottish Ministers. 
 
If we follow the Cabinet Secretary’s logic there is nothing stopping the MoD 
designating any number of properties as “Designated Flag Flying Stations” that 
would thereafter be required to fly the Union Flag from the highest point on the 
building. The MoD could, if it so chose to, designate Holyrood, or the National 
Museum of Scotland or even SNP HQ in Edinburgh as official Flag Flying Stations 
and, under the position outlined by the Scottish Government, would thereafter be 
required to fly the Union Flag. 
 
The failure of the Scottish Government to ensure the flag of Scotland, one of the 
oldest national symbols in the world, is flown at the highest point at Edinburgh Castle 
is a very poor outcome. The “compromise” suggested will continue to relegate 
Scotland’s national flag to the “fifth” highest point at the Castle, as this position is 
what is stipulated under the misapplied Queens Regulations. 
 
Saltire Scotland therefore suggests that rather than raising the Saltire from this new 
“compromise” flag mast, that Scottish Ministers instead raise the white flag of 
surrender as we feel this more accurately reflects their deferential attitude to the 
Ministry of Defence in London. 
 
 



Yours sincerely, 
  
Mark Hirst 
National Organiser, Saltire Scotland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


