
 
 

1st September 2011 
 

Dear Alison,  
 
Many thanks for your email of 11th August with attached response from the Scottish 
Government and we note all that the Cabinet Secretary has written.  
 
Saltire Scotland members met in Stirling to discuss this response on Sunday 28th of 
September. The feeling of the meeting was one of surprise and disappointment.  
 
Saltire Scotland’s has already stated that, in and of itself the Saltire, indeed any 
national flag, is not important as a material object. It is what the Saltire symbolises 
and represents which is of significance and which sends a message about our 
nation’s values and standards. It is already used extensively to market Scotland at 
home and abroad, it is used extensively by the Scottish Government already and has 
been appropriated on many occasions by the British Army to recruit Scots into the 
UK armed forces.  
 
We therefore are perplexed that the Cabinet Secretary appears to imply the Scottish 
Government is afraid to upset the Ministry of Defence in light of the Security and 
Defence Spending Review and/or members of the British armed forces.  
 
There also appears to be on-going confusion over the legal authority of Queens 
Regulations as they relate to property they do not legally own, which is the case at 
Edinburgh Castle. The legal advice our group has received shows definitively that 
Queens Regulations do not and cannot apply to property or land which the MoD do 
not own and therefore this “obstacle” is irrelevant in this case.  
 
Saltire Scotland would like to remind Members of the committee of the views 
expressed on this matter in support of the Saltire being flown at the highest point at 
Edinburgh Castle by two former senior members of the Armed Forces, Lt Col Stuart 
Crawford and Major Bob Ritchie MBE which are attached to this response for 
completeness.   
 
In addition Saltire Scotland would also like to highlight to committee members that in 
2001 a parliamentary motion, S1M-2258, calling on the Union Flag to be replaced by 
the Saltire was signed by no fewer than five currently serving members of the 
Scottish Government, including the current Minister for Tourism. Our own research 
has also shown overwhelming support for the Saltire to be flown at the highest 
position on the Castle amongst visitors to the site.  
 
To date the only public objection to our proposals has come from an organisation 
which is, in part funded by the far right British National Party.  
 
Saltire Scotland is therefore disappointed that the Scottish Government does not 
plan to take this proposal forward and that the Saltire, the national flag of Scotland, 
will not fly over the nation’s most iconic and most popular tourist attraction.  
 



Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Mark Hirst 
Secretary, Saltire Scotland 
 
 
“I am a firm supporter of the campaign to have the Saltire flag flown at 
Edinburgh Castle as the primary flag. Whilst engaged in a study on the image of 
the army in Scotland in 1996/7 at Army HQ Scotland, it became apparent to me 
that recruiting practices at the time, which used the Union Flag as part of the 
advertising, were counterproductive in Scotland. At a time when Scotland was 
undergoing a political and cultural renaissance, which continues to this day, 
the Union Flag was identified, rightly or wrongly it mattered not, with England 
and an Anglo-centric agenda. This in part was responsible for low recruiting 
figures at the time. 
 
“I note that the army recruiting literature in Scotland now uses the Saltire flag 
instead, a recommendation I made at the time. Recruiting figures have now 
improved. Against this background, the flying of the Union Flag alone by the 
army at Edinburgh Castle is counter intuitive. The Saltire should be flown too, 
and in a manner which indicates clearly that it is primus inter pares.” 
 
Stuart W Crawford 
(Lieutenant Colonel) 
Gullane 
 
“I disagree with the British Legion view that Edinburgh Castle is the home of the 
British Army, though the correct designation is The Army in Scotland and troops 
everywhere will always fly the Saltire. 
 
“The Saltire is the national emblem of Scotland and there should be no question on 
where and when it is flown.” 
 
Major Bob Ritchie 
MBE, Livingston. 
 


