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Dear Ms Wilson

Consideration of Petition PE1192

8 August 2011

The Committee wrote to us on 25 March 2011 seeking a written update by 19 August
on the outcomes of the Ferries Review consultation and the impact this will have on
the issues highlighted in Petition PE1192. Your letter was addressed to Fiona Locke
but I am responding as the Policy lead for ferries issues.

The Petition by Donald Ewen Darroch calls on the Scottish Parliament to urge the
Scottish Government to state how it is supporting and promoting independent
vehicular ferry routes between the islands and the mainland and how the planning
system is playing a constructive role in supporting the economic and social future of
such routes.

The Scottish Government is required under EC law to tender all subsidised ferry
services. Services are tendered in an open and transparent manner with notices
placed in the Official Journal of the European Union, ensuring that the opportunity is
brought to the attention of all interested parties.

As part of the Scottish Ferries Review we are looking at different ways in which ferry
services can be delivered and one option being considered is to remove some routes
from the single bundles and to tender them separately. The Scottish Government
recognises that competition could be encouraged by tendering some routes in this
way. Fiona Locke's 31 August 2010 letter to Mr Franck David in relation to this
petition indicated that the Ferries Review consultation document included specific
questions about tendering some routes separately. Section 4 of the Scottish Ferries
Review Analysis of Written Responses, published on 9 March 2011, reports on the
consultation responses received in respect of these questions.

The Ferries Review consultation document also indicated that a further analysis of
particular routes would be carried out to assess their potential. The Scottish
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Government commissioned a consultant in March to undertake this work. We expect
the final report on single routes to be available shortly.

The consultation responses, along with other evidence available, including the
further analysis of single routes, will be used to inform the draft Ferries Plan. It is the
draft Ferries Plan, along with a Strategic Environmental Assessment for the Plan that
will be subject to a further round of public consultation. Our expectation is that the
draft Plan will be published before the end of this year.

Yours sincerely

GRAHAM M LAIDLAW
Head of Ferries Unit
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