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30 June 2011  
 
Dear Franck 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PETITION PE1350 
 
Thank you for you letter of 25 March 2011 seeking an update on whether the Scottish 
Government has written to the National Archives in London (TNA) requesting that the 
Wallace letter be brought to Scotland on a permanent loan basis and, if so, what response it 
has received. 
 
Officials at National Records of Scotland (NRS) have been in discussion with colleagues at 
TNA for some time on this matter.  The joint expert group of historians and archivists from 
Scotland, England and France has reached agreement on a number of points, including: 
 

 the document should be referred to as a letter of recommendation rather than a safe 
conduct; 

 the letter is clearly an original issued by the French royal chancery dated 7 November 
1300; 

 it is likely that the letter was in Wallace’s possession at some point. 
 
Other facts remain unclear, such as whether Wallace did indeed go to Rome, what business 
he had to transact there, and how the document ended up in the Tower of London. 
 
The group has not revealed any significant new evidence about the provenance of the 
document with which a claim for permanent transfer to Scotland could be substantiated.  
However Fiona Hyslop, then Minister for Culture and External Affairs, wrote to Lord McNally 
at the Ministry of Justice in March making a formal request for the document to come to 
Scotland to allow it to be exhibited in 2012 and 2014 and he has agreed.  As fragile medieval 
documents of this kind can only be exhibited for short periods, best practice is to restrict 
exhibition to a few weeks at a time.   
 
The first period of exhibition will tie in with the Homecoming Themed Year of Creative 
Scotland in the summer of 2012.  Discussions are currently underway to secure a high-
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profile location for display of the document, details of which will be made available once final 
agreement has been reached.  
 
The second planned period of exhibition will be during the Year of Homecoming in 2014, but 
as yet there has been no formal consideration of an exhibition location.  The document will 
then be returned to TNA where it will feature in an exhibition in 2015, after which it will come 
back to Scotland for safekeeping by National Records of Scotland for a further extended 
period. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Crook 
Education and Culture Committee Liaison Officer 
 
 


