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I refer to the additional responses received from Historic Scotland and the Scottish 
Government in relation to the flying of a Saltire from Crown Square, Edinburgh Castle.  
 
Dealing with the Historic Scotland response first; we note they have now clarified 
ownership of the Castle and that it does rest with Scottish Ministers, despite some 
earlier misinformation that was provided to SPICe regarding this matter.  
 
With regard to the technical issues raised by the Castle’s architect, we note he or she 
does not appear to have specialised expertise in this area and it was our intent from the 
outset to approach a reputable specialist engineering firm to enable a flag pole of this 
height to be erected safely and with minimum impact on the Castle surrounds. We note 
with some bemusement the reference to the need to perhaps use high explosive to 
erect the flag pole, although that similar concerns seem to be lacking in relation to the 
4.5 tonnes of fireworks which are detonated at the Castle during the Hogmanay 
celebrations each year. We note also the rather crude comparison to a particularly ugly 
lighting column on the M8. Saltire Scotland would be equally opposed to the installation 
of such an out-of-place battleship grey column and what we proposed would have a far 
more pleasurable aesthetic appearance on the eye.  
 
Regarding the tourism impact, we would like to remind members of the committee that 
we undertook our own research and canvassed the viewed of hundreds of visiting 
tourists at the Castle who were overwhelmingly in support of the Saltire being placed at 
the foremost point on the Castle, either the Clock Tower or our proposed new flag pole 
in Crown Square. We think the long term benefits on tourism numbers would greatly 
outweigh the short term impact arising from the construction phase, which we 
understand would be completed in 2 to 3 days maximum.  
 
We note also the concern expressed by Historic Scotland at the cost in the current 
financial climate. As we have previously stated Saltire Scotland also recognise this 
which is why we proposed from the outset to raise the necessary funds through public 
subscription to cover all works involved, including the cost of the flag pole itself. There 
would therefore be no additional financial burden on Historic Scotland or public 
finances.  
 
Finally, and perhaps crucially we turn to the question of Queens Regulations which 
place no legal or other burden on Historic Scotland or Scottish Ministers requiring them 
to fly the Saltire in a subservient position, as was previously implied in public 
statements.  
 
Our legal advice, which is consistent with the response of the Scottish Government and 
Historic Scotland is that Queens Regulations only apply to serving members of the 
British armed forces. In addition the MoD designation of “an official flag flying station” 



cannot apply to estates or buildings which the MoD do not own. That is the case at 
Edinburgh Castle and indeed other sites where the MoD have a presence but do not 
own property, buildings or land.  
 
As we made clear from the outset our intention was not to denigrate the flying of the 
Union Flag by the British Army from the highest point on Edinburgh Castle, but to 
restore the Saltire, a much older national flag and symbol to its rightful place and help 
promote Scotland’s positive image to international visitors. It is clear there is widespread 
support at home and abroad for such a move, despite rather disparaging remarks made 
by certain organisations which have a more closer affiliation to the Union Flag and wish 
to ensure the Saltire continues to be displayed in a subservient position. 
 
In summary we therefore believe there are no legal obstacles to the Saltire being flown 
in the highest position on the Castle. We would therefore ask members to consider 
backing a compromise that would address all of the concerns raised by Historic 
Scotland and simultaneously meet the aspirations of this petition and visitors to the 
Castle.  
 
We suggest that given Historic Scotland are actively considering an alternative position 
(not Crown Square) to erect an additional flag pole as outlined in their response, that 
the Union Flag could instead be raised at this new location, allowing the Saltire to be 
flown from the Clock Tower, which I note the British Army are currently not responsible 
for.  
 
Saltire Scotland would still be willing to fund the construction costs associated with 
erecting the alternative flag pole from which the Union Flag could fly, and this would still 
meet our ultimate objective of restoring the Saltire to the premier position at the Castle.  
 
I trust members will give consideration to this compromise position and support 
Scotland’s flag being placed at the most prominent position on the nation’s most iconic 
monument.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Mark Hirst 
Saltire Scotland  
 


