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Dear Mr David,  

RE - CONSIDERATION OF PETITION PE1333, Request for further 
information.  

Petition by Shamus McPhee, on behalf of the Scottish Gypsy Traveller 
Law Reform Coalition, calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the 
Scottish Government to investigate the inequalities and discrimination 
faced by Scottish Gypsy Travellers and other members of the settled 
community residing in mobile homes in terms of assessing council tax 
liability and water and water and sewerage charges.   

At its most recent meeting the Petitions Committee requested further 
information from the Equality & Human Rights Commission (EHRC) on 
issues raised in our response to the Petition (20th August 2010). 
Specifically the Committee requested information about issues of site 
quality.  

In December 2010 the EHRC released a research report into issues of 
supply and demand for Gypsy Traveller sites across Scotland. This 
research was based on an analysis of the Scottish Government official 
bi-annual count, supplemented with information from Local Authority 
officers involved in the management of such sites, and further 



information from ACPOS about the policing of unlawful encampment 
and the relationship between enforcement and a lack of supply.  

The Local Authority element of this research asked officers for their 
assessment of the condition of the sites they managed. In 41% of Local 
Authorities’ responses, concerns over physical condition / state of 
repair of sites were the most prevalent. “Concerns were expressed in 
different ways and levels of detail, but the answer from East Lothian is 
fairly typical: ‘The site now requires to be upgraded as a result of 
inappropriate, unsuitable and outdated facilities and general wear and 
tear’". 1 
 
As further context the Craigforth report " Accommodation Needs 
Assessment of Gypsies/Travellers in Grampian Report by Craigforth: 
May 2009" 2makes the following points about quality on two sites in 
Aberdeen/shire: 
 
“The quality of site facilities emerged most strongly as a driver of 
dissatisfaction among tenants of Clinterty, who pointed to cramped 
chalets, difficulties accessing power cards and drainage as particularly 
likely to lead to a feeling of dissatisfaction with the site. A feeling widely 
hinted at among respondents was that life on Clinterty was a choice 
between two less than ideal sets of facilities. 
 
On the Greenbanks site the facilities were considered good, though 
there was considerable dissatisfaction over the toilets provided in the 
amenity blocks. 
 
Both sets of tenants were dissatisfied over a lack of facilities for 
younger Gypsies/Travellers. Children on both sites lacked safe play 
areas and had to play on the site, where vehicles were often coming 
and going" 
 
                                      
1 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/Scotland/Research/research_report_assessing
_the_accomodation_needs_of_gypsy_traveller_in_scotland.pdf 
 
2 
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/privatehousing/CRAIGFORTHACCOMMODATIONNEEDSASSES
SMENTFUlLLREPORT24June2009LB.pdf 
 



The Craigforth report also provides a useful list of considerations, 
drawn directly from residents themselves on what the push and pull 
factors are around sites: 
 
"Conversations with Gypsies/Travellers uncovered many common 
indicators of what satisfied them about their accommodation, and what 
the major areas of dissatisfaction were likely to be. These give an 
indication of the factors taken into account by Gypsies/Travellers when 
making choices about accommodation. 
 
Family and location 
• The proximity of family members to each other emerged as a 
particularly important issue that, for good or bad, affected 
Gypsies/Travellers accommodation choices in a number of other 
situations. 
• The importance of family was evident at Greenbanks, where an entire 
family would occupy the site every year. 
• Family is also an important motivation in the decision to develop 
privately owned provision, which is usually occupied by members of the 
same extended family. 
 
Drivers of Satisfaction 
• Peace and quiet; 
• Family/neighbours 
• Location and access to services 
• Selective Allocations 
• Quality of amenities 
 
Drivers of Dissatisfaction 
• Lack of security 
• Influx of disruptive behaviour. 
• Quality of the site" 
 
These factors are particularly important to the Committee in your 
consideration of both this petition and also PE 1364 which focuses on 
unlawful encampments. As stated in previous correspondence the 
EHRC believes that the inadequacies of current provisions to be one of 
the reasons for unlawful encampments in Scotland.  



Finally I would draw the Committee’s attention to the work carried out 
for Save the Children by Michelle Lloyd and Richard Moran, amongst 
others, during the 1990’s and 2000’s. During the life of the Gypsy 
Traveller project (which has now regrettably closed) Save the Children 
documented conditions on official and unofficial sites across Scotland 
and raised major concerns about the difference in treatment between 
LA site residents and other LA residents, stressing that poor standards 
on sites were apparent that would not be tolerated in council homes.  
Unfortunately there reports do not appear on the Save the Children 
website although the Committee may be able to secure copies via the 
Scottish Traveller Education Project (STEP), which is based at Moray 
House, Edinburgh. However Save the Children did make 
representations to the two Scottish Parliament Equal Opportunities 
reports into Scottish Gypsy Traveller issues which will be easily 
accessible to the Committee.  

 

Chris Oswald 
Head of Policy & Parliamentary Affairs.  
EHRC Scotland.  
. 


