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29 October 2010 
 
 
Dear Mr David 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PETITION PE1333
 
Thank you for your letter of 7 October 2010 on behalf of the Public Petitions 
Committee, in which you sought the Scottish Government’s answers to further 
questions posed by the Committee following its consideration of the above 
petition on 5 October. 
 
I am pleased to enclose, on behalf of Scottish Ministers, the Government’s 
response to those further questions.  I hope that the Committee finds this 
helpful in considering the petition. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
David Henderson 
Deputy Director 
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http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1333.htm


PE1333/F 
 

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF PE1333: 
QUESTIONS ARISING FROM COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 
TUESDAY 5 October 2010 
Questions to Scottish Government —  
 
Q - The Equality and Human Rights Commission’s submission (PE1333/C) 
raises two critical issues. First, that different rights are afforded to people 
depending on whether they live in council tenancies or on local authority 
Gypsy Traveller sites and second, that water and sewerage charges can be 
levied on people living in local authority sites whereas “the supply of such 
facilities to the site is either unsatisfactory or not evident at all”. In the words of 
the Commission, this “fundamental inequality of outcome must be addressed 
by the Scottish Government”. Will you call for an inquiry in the terms 
expressed by the Commission “to explore the issue further, consider options 
which would be of benefit to all, and to make recommendations for legislative 
change in this regard”? If not, why not? 
 
A - The Scottish Government considers that both the Gypsy/Traveller and 
settled communities are afforded the same rights in assessing dwellings for 
council tax purposes.   The Committee will wish to note that there is a clear 
distinction between the rules for assessing council tax liability and the rules 
regarding the tolerable standard, each of which apply equally to both the 
Gypsy/Traveller and settled communities.    
 
With regard to water and sewerage, where such services are provided they 
are required to comply with relevant quality standards. Under the Water 
(Scotland) Act 1980 (as amended), Scottish Water is required to make sure 
that where it is supplying water, the water is wholesome.  Where no services 
are provided, no charge can be levied.  If the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission has evidence of water and sewerage services not complying with 
relevant standards or that people not in receipt of water and sewerage 
services are being charged for them, then the Scottish Government will be 
happy to consider this evidence and investigate this further.  
 
With regard to the rights of Gypsies/Travellers on local authority sites, The 
Scottish Government is currently considering the legal position raised by 
EHRC.  In addition, the Scottish Government intends to review guidance on 
local authority Gypsy/Traveller site management, which will cover a wide 
range of areas, such as the management and maintenance of sites, applying 
for pitches, the allocation of pitches and a model tenancy agreement.   
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