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The Highland Council 
 
Response to Scottish Parliament’s Petition Committee for written evidence in 
relation to petition PE133 
 
Petition by Shamus McPhee, on behalf of the Scottish Gypsy Traveller Law 
Reform Coalition, calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish 
Government to investigate the inequalities and discrimination faced by 
Scottish Gypsy Travellers and other members of the settled community 
residing in mobile homes in terms of assessing council tax liability and water 
and water and sewerage charges   
 
 
Response to Questions  
 
• Do you support the aims of this petition? 

 
The petition seems to assume a degree of discrimination in 
treatment, but Council Tax law applies to everyone.  

 
• [To councils only] Is there a discrepancy between the Local Government 

Finance (Scotland) Act 1992 under which a caravan must be classed as a 
dwelling for the purposes of council tax banding, and s86(1) of the 
Housing Act (Scotland) Act 1987, and subsequent Acts, which state that a 
caravan cannot be classed as a dwelling in so far as the assessment of 
minimal tolerable standards?  

 
There is no discrepancy in so far as there is a clear distinction 
between the rules for local taxation and the rules regarding tolerable 
standards. 

 
• [To councils only] Can local authorities legally charge council tax even if 

they do not provide any amenities? If they can and do so, how do you 
regard such practice? 

 
Council Tax is a form of taxation and is not a payment for direct 
services. Although the income generated from Council Tax is used to 
provide a wide and diverse range of services, an individual’s bill 
does not vary depending on his or her household’s use of these. The 
gross Council Tax charge is the same for all properties which fall 
within a particular Council Tax Band prior to any discounts, 
exemptions, reliefs or benefits being applied. This practice is 
enshrined in law and accepted by most taxpayers as essential. The 
alternative approach would be complicated to administer and 
probably reduce the tax base below a level that would be sustainable. 

 
 
 
 
 



PE1333/A 
 

• [To councils only] What steps do you intend to take to prevent people from 
suffering a similar fate to that of the petitioner, namely the threat of 
sequestration, being billed for a dwelling which if it was a house would 
have been condemned for being below a tolerable standard?  

 
A taxpayer’s circumstances are taken into account before 
sequestration is considered. However, if an individual has been 
legitimately billed for Council Tax, the proper process has been 
followed, and any reliefs and exemptions applied, the debt is likely to 
be pursued.  

Properties qualify for exemption of Council Tax if occupation is 
prohibited by law, for example:  

• They are subject to a closing or demolition order  
• They are subject to some other 'legal bar', which prevents 

occupation  
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