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Phone 0141- 287 4551 
Fax 0141-287 4895 
Our Ref MMcK/ET/52  Your Ref   
Date        11 July 2011 
If phoning please ask for Maureen McKenna 
 
 
Dear Mr David 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PETITION PE1322 
Petition by Jacqueline Campbell on behalf of Residential Provision Parents Group calling on 
the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to demonstrate how it will ensure 
the viability and future of dance teaching and coaching in schools and colleges across 
Scotland and through a national centre of excellence.   
 
Further to your letter of 25 March 2011 seeking further clarity on the progress with the 
residential provision at the Dance School, I am pleased to confirm that we are in the process 
of putting together, in partnership with a parents’ committee, a business case for the 
construction of the Dance School, which will include a recommendation for the number of 
beds. 
 
We have shared with parents the potential building which could be built in the grounds of the 
school. We are gathering information from ground surveys and engaging with parents to 
discuss the possibilities for the interior of the building.  This includes – number and  
size of bedrooms, social areas, practice rooms, staff accommodation, etc.  
East Dunbartonshire Council are also fully involved in these discussions as they have taken 
a paper to Committee which agrees in principle that they will continue to make use of the 
residential provision for young people attending the Music School at Douglas Academy. 
 
I note the Committee’s comments in relation to the number of places being available and 
whether or not the Dance School’s national status would be affected by a reduction.  At the 
moment, the number of places available is dependent on the size of the residence available, 
that is, the decision was based on the beds available at Dalrymple Hall not on the notion that 
a specific number are required in order to retain national status.2. 

 
We are mindful of the need to ensure that sufficient residential capacity is available to allow 
the Dance School to remain viable as a national school.  However, this decision needs to be 
balanced against the full running costs of all aspects of the Dance School. Under ring 
fencing, we received an identified sum to run the Dance School including the residential 
element. The Council has continued to commit to the Dance School through extrapolating 
what that sum might be should ring fencing have continued. That sum is finite and should 
we spend more on the residence then we would have to spend less money on the specialist 
teaching and performances which are required to enable the young people to achieve their 
ambition to be world class dancers. It is a careful balance especially as the costs for 
Dalrymple Hall have continued to increase year on year reducing the amount of money 
available for the other aspects of the Dance School. 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1322.htm�
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We are also mindful of the need for equitable treatment of all young people attending the 
Dance School.  Through our consultation, parents have expressed views where they feel 
that treatment is not equitable, for example, daily travel costs for those not in the residence.  
 
We are discussing these challenges openly with parents and engaging with them ways in 
which we can address them with a focus on retaining the quality of service delivery at the 
School. 
 
I trust this reassures the Committee of our continued commitment to reaching a long term 
solution to the residence of the Dance School. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Maureen McKenna 
 
MAUREEN McKENNA 
Executive Director of Education 
 
 
cc George Black, Chief Executive 
 Ian Robertson, Assistant Director of Education 
  


	PE1322/K

