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In response to Glasgow City Council’s reply to your question I would like to make the following points; 
 
In the first instance we would like to thank both Mr Butler and Ms Mclaughlin for their support of our 
petition.  Ms McLaughin’s observation that there seems to be mixed massages as well as a lack of clear 
direction is at the root of this petition.   I have been in email correspondence with Mrs McKenna and I have 
met with her on 3 separate occasions since February 2010, most recently in December when she informed 
me of Glasgow City Council’s plans to build in the grounds of Knightswood Secondary school.  Ms McKenna 
also organised a parent meeting at Knightswood School on Friday, 18 February at 2 pm in order to inform 
the parent group on progress.  Unfortunately the turn out was very poor as most parents are at work and by 
the nature of the Dance School live outside the Glasgow area.   However, my concern and that of other 
parents is the lack of information about the solution and the possible contradiction to what is being 
published about the residential solution in the press.  Despite the recent parent meeting, our concerns are 
as follows; 
 

• We have no concrete information about how the potential financial framework would operate?   
Would the Council have to contribute a lump sum of cash as a “deposit” or would all the capital cost 
be met by borrowing?   If the Council had to contribute a lump sum, where would it come from?  We 
note that the Government’s additional £224,000 is to be spent on “exploring design costs, surveys, 
and planning”. 

 
• How does the reduced amount i.e. the difference between £500,000 which was requested from the 

Scottish Government and the amount pledged of £224,000 have an impact on the size of the 
residence?  Mrs McKenna’s email to me following the press announcement of the £224,000 stated 
that there could “no longer be any assurances over the size of the residence”. 

 
• How much could be borrowed for this project if the loan costs had to be met from the money 

currently available to Glasgow City Council by way of rental for Dalrymple Hall?  Is the amount that 
could be borrowed enough to provide a viable residence which will accommodate a similar number 
of pupils to those currently accommodated in Dalrymple Hall?  There are currently 75 Dance School 
pupils in residence. 

 
• Mrs McKenna has not indicated in her response to the Petition Committee the possible inclusion of 

the Music School pupils from Douglas Academy in East Dunbartonshire in the plans for the new 
building. She did inform the parent meeting that she will be entering into discussions with East 
Dunbartonshire in the very near future.  Why would the Douglas Academy Music School be included 
in this project if doing so would result in a reduction in the number of places available to Dance 
School students?  Due to the nature of their studies Music School pupils require single occupancy 
rooms in order to accommodate pianos, double bases, etc?  Therefore, if 20 music pupils were 
accommodated this would take away 20 rooms which in a double room residence would take away 
40 beds from the Dance School of Scotland.   In short why is the Council taking on the problem of 
another national school while it cannot outline a satisfactory solution to the residency issue of the 
Dance School? 

 
• Would the Scottish Government expect East Dunbartonshire to raise its own capital in order to 

augment the size of the residency in order to accommodate the two national schools?  Or, given the 
difficult financial situation, would the Scottish Government prefer each authority to find its own 
solution?  Our fear is that if it is to be a merged residency, this will be at the expense of Dance 
School places.  In the past the shared residency, as a result of fluctuations of numbers in both 
schools,  has often resulted in older pupils losing their place and having to travel considerable 
distances in order to complete their training and education at a time when essential academic 
examinations are to be overtaken.  It is important to note that Dance School pupils must attain good 
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academic qualifications in order to achieve a higher education place because the end product in this 
field is now most likely to be a degree course.   

 
• What exactly will the participation of City Property LLP contribute to this project?   If City Property 

LLP ran the capital project, would it result in better value for money, i.e., will the ALEO be able to do 
more i.e. provide a viable number of beds for Dance School pupils for the same cost, or would it be 
able to build the residence quicker?  The point was made clearly at the meeting on Friday that City 
Property was the provider and the Council was the client.  Therefore, what has the Council asked 
City Property to provide?  This was not made clear at the parent meeting on Friday. 

 
• At the parent meeting the Council dismissed the alternative solution of the parents forming a 

charitable Trust in order to finance the acquisition and operation of a residence.  The reason given 
for this is not financial but based on the Council’s legal representative having concerns about child 
safety.  However, as previously stated the charitable Trust would have a Board of Trustees most of 
whom have years of experience of being trustees; running residences; dance and musical theatre.  
The trustees would appoint a professional care manager who in turn would employ care staff to 
operate the residence. 

 
We have been campaigning since November 2009 to maintain the number of places because; 
 

1. There is no way of knowing where the future talent of Scotland will come from. 
2. The training of Dance School pupils requires them to be in school until 17.45 each day making an 

unreasonable commute home impractical. 
 
The Dance School has a national and international reputation for producing high calibre students.  This 
reputation can only stay intact if the most talented young people are drawn from all over Scotland and they 
receive the best training within the Dance School environment. 
 
The lack of clarity of information from Glasgow City Council is having a detrimental impact on the Dance 
School of Scotland now.  The uncertainty over the future has led to an increased number of younger pupils 
seeking to audition for Dance Schools in England years before they have completed their training.  We would 
urge the committee to seek clarification from Glasgow City Council on the number of places they intend to 
create for pupils of the Dance School in the new residence.  We would also respectively ask that the 
committee review this petition during this calendar year to ensure that the Dance School of Scotland 
remains a national centre of excellence. 
 
 
 


