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Since the Committee last considered the matter on 23rd November we would like to update 
the Public Petitions Committee as follows; 

Ms Jacqueline Campbell and Mr Tony McInnes, co-conveners of the proposed ART (Arts 
Residential Trust)Trust met with Mrs McKenna, Director of Service, Education, Glasgow City 
Council on Thursday 2nd December 2011.  At the meeting Mrs McKenna informed us that 
Glasgow City Council now has a proposal for new residential accommodation for the pupils 
who attend the Dance School of Scotland. 

Glasgow City Council’s proposal is to build a basic, but functional residential facility within 
the grounds of Knightswood Secondary School.  The accommodation would comprise 40 
double rooms thereby accommodating up to 80 pupils.  It is proposed that the lease on 
Dalrymple Hall is extended for a further 12 months i.e. until July 2012 while the new 
residence is being built.  Ms McKenna informed us that she is working with City Property to 
seek finance for and to plan the new residence.  The campaign sub-group have welcomed 
this news as have the whole parent body who received a letter from Ms McKenna dated 
10th December 2010 (appendix 1).  You will note from her letter that Glasgow City Council is 
seeking finance from the Scottish Government to assist over the period where Dalrymple 
Hall is being leased and the new residence is being built.  Ms McKenna has written to the 
Scottish Government and is awaiting their final response to this request.  There has already 
been some response from the Scottish Government (appendix 2).   

You will note that while the Cabinet Secretary states that the day to day running of the 
Dance School is for the local authority, the Scottish Government is keen for a solution to be 
found which will allow pupils from all over Scotland to attend this national centre of 
excellence. 

You will also note from Ms McKenna’s letter to parents that the campaign sub-group intend 
to set up a Trust.  A charitable Trust would be able to fundraise for the extras required in the 
current economic climate e.g. costumes, performances and perhaps a hardship fund for 
pupils who are making the transition to tertiary dance/performing arts training.  However, 
the main purpose of the ART Trust which we detailed in our last response to the committee 
(8th November) is the acquisition and operation of a residence.  Given the considerable 
financial recession, this option provides a viable alternative to the Glasgow City Council 
proposal should the lack of funding obstruct the GCC option. 

With the support of the Scottish Government the ART Trust would be able to secure finance 
(probably bank finance) and we suggest build a residence on the same site as Glasgow City 
Council is suggesting.  The ART Trust would have a Board of Trustees on which there would 
be two or three current parents but the independent majority of Trustees would include 
people who between them have many years’ experience of being on boards of similar 
charitable trusts providing residential care, education and provision of dance and musical 
theatre training.  The Board will not be permitted to intervene in the day-to-day 
management of the Residence, its main function being to approve the policies of the Trust 
and monitor their implementation.  The Residence would be run by a professional staff, 
exactly as it is at present.  The well-being of pupils would continue to be the responsibility of 
the residence staff and the Pastoral teachers in the school 



PE1322/H 

 

The Cabinet Secretary (appendix 2) refers to both options. 

We would urge the committee to support the comparison of both options on the basis of 
the following 3 main points; 

·         ‘Best value’ 

·         How quickly each can provide the permanent solution 

·         The long term sustainability of each option 

The Dance School of Scotland is a fantastic success story and its former students now 
perform in leading companies in Europe and North America.   At 3 pm on BBC 2 on 
Christmas Day, Birmingham Royal Ballet Company’s Cinderella was shown with Iain Mackay 
as the Principal and Rory Mackay as Character Principal – both men former students of the 
Dance School of Scotland.    

Despite assurances to the contrary in these uncertain times, the whole venture is still at risk, 
which is why we ask the Committee to support a rigorous comparison of two options to 
secure the sustainable future of the Residence, so that the one that offers Best Value can 
proceed without further delay or uncertainty. 
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Phone 0141- 287 4551 

Fax 0141-287 4895 

Our Ref MMcK/ET/52  Your Ref   

Date        10 December 2010 

If phoning please ask for Maureen McKenna 

 
TO PARENTS OF ALL PUPILS  

OF THE DANCE SCHOOL OF SCOTLAND   

Dear Parents 

RESIDENCE OF THE DANCE SCHOOL OF SCOTLAND 

I would like to thank you all for your patience. I know that the uncertainty which has been around 
over the position of the residence has been difficult for both you as parents and for the young 
people, especially those who are reliant on the residence for their continued involvement at the 
Dance School. 

I was hoping to have a parents’ meeting in order to share the progress we have been making in 
securing the future of the residence. However, the continuing freezing weather would mean that 
attendance could be quite poor. I would, therefore, propose to set out the progress in this letter and 
plan to hold a meeting in early 2011. 

Firstly, we are currently finalising the lease for Dalrymple Hall for another year, that is, until July 
2012. This will give us a further year to secure a longer term solution. 

To this end, we have engaged City Property (Glasgow) LLP, which is an arms length company of the 
Council, to provide us with a property which would provide suitable residential accommodation. The 
solution they are proposing is to build a residence in the grounds of the school. This residence would 
provide double rooms for between 60 and 80 young people with appropriate social and dining areas. 
They are currently drawing up plans for this. I am erring on the side of caution with regard to the 
number of bedrooms which would be available as we are still in the process of developing a financial 
framework.  

Clearly there is still much work to do on the details of this project. We will be keeping you regularly 
informed and engaging with a representative group of parents to seek views. 

In terms of finance for the Dance School, the budget for 2011/12 will be reduced as all our budgets 
in public services are being reduced. The full impact is still being developed along with other areas of 
the budget in the Council. To add to this, the cost of Dalrymple Hall is increasing for 2011/12. A 
challenge which we face is how to finance the cost of building a new residence at the same time as 
maintaining Dalrymple Hall.  I intend to write to the Scottish Government to request again their 
support for the short term to allow us to take this exciting project forward and provide a long term 
solution for residential accommodation at the school. 

 

2. 
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The parents’ group are continuing to explore options for setting up a trust.  We fully support this 
approach and feel that as we go forward into difficult financial times in public services that this is a 
very helpful way for parents to be able to support the Dance School and work in partnership with 
the Council. 

I trust this letter will provide you with some reassurance that we are beginning to make progress 
and are developing firm plans. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
MAUREEN McKENNA 
Executive Director of Education 
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Extract from letter dated 17th December 2010 from Michael Russell, Cabinet 
Secretary to Robert Brown MSP. 

 


