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Response in respect of the following responses; 

 

• Response from Service Director, Education, Glasgow City Council 

• Response from Director-General Education 

• Response from COSLA 

 

I have noted the contents of the Service Director’s response to the Petition Committee and would like to make 

the following points; 

 

• Paragraph 1.2 – Glasgow City Council is the host council to the Dance School of Scotland, a national 

centre of excellence.  Under a Freedom of Information request Harry McWilliam, Scottish Government 

stated that “I can confirm that as part of that settlement, Glasgow City Council will receive over £1.2 

million in this financial year to assist in running the school”.  In addition I have learned that £214,200 is 

transferred from East Dunbartonshire Council to Glasgow City Council in respect of the provision of 

approximately 20 places in Dalrymple Hall for pupils from the Music School at Douglas Academy.   From 

another Freedom of Information request from Glasgow City Council I noted that the cost of the Dance 

School was within the agreed budget of £1,509,500 which equates to the amount transferred from the 

Scottish Government together with the amount transferred by East Dunbartonshire Council.  Although 

the funding is now wrapped up in a local government agreement every correspondence the campaign 

group have received from the Scottish Government including the following has stated that “the funding 

for these centres continues to be included in the overall funding from the Scottish Government as part of 

the local government settlement.  It is our expectation that local authorities will continue to deliver on 

their remit” (letter from Minister for Skills and Lifelong Learning to Robert Brown MSP dated 28th April 

2010).  Who monitors the spending of funds that are transferred from the Scottish Government to fund a 

national institution?   

 

• Paragraph 2.1 – Glasgow City Council carried out a consultation with stakeholders during the early part 

of 2010.  The response process was problematic with several respondents complaining that the online 

submit button was not operational and that they did not receive acknowledgment of their response.  

Glasgow City Council was made aware of these problems.  A report was submitted to the Education 

Children and Families Policy Development Committee on 10th June.  In the report Mrs McKenna 

acknowledges that the Dance School is held in high esteem.  However, she states that there is no 

funding for the purchase of a new residential facility.  The conclusion of the report is that officers will 

continue to “explore funding options for a permanent residential facility”.  Mrs McKenna has indicated 

that she would like to meet with the campaign sub-group. We have never had confirmation that GGC 

wants to maintain the national school. 
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• Paragraph 2.3 – The campaign group agree with the response that pupils should not be dependent on 

the financial position and goodwill of their local authority to attend the Dance School.  However, we 

strongly disagree with the statement “it is clear that the cost of the residence is now impacting the quality 

of education which can be delivered”.  Furthermore, in Mrs McKenna’s letter to me she made the 

following statement “the more we spend on the residence the less we have for teachers of dance and 

the less we have to spend on productions which are such a necessary part of the programme on offer. 

So, the questions are what should we reduce to and what should the criteria for residence be”? 

 

• Our experience is that there has been not been an impact on the quality of learning and teaching as a 

result of the cost of residential provision; the Dance School recruited two new high calibre teachers in 

January.  The timetabling of specialist training and the annual shows has continued as normal.  Our 

experience as parents is that the quality of learning and teaching in the Dance School continues to 

improve which is evidenced by the calibre of both current and graduating pupils from both the dance and 

musical theatre courses.  An excellent example of this is a pupil from the Musical Theatre course who 

has just gained the highest mark in the world for her recent ATCL exam (accredited teaching diploma). 

 

• Paragraph 3 – Additional Comment – it is true that there are a very small number of pupils who could 

travel to the Dance School on a daily basis.  However, as stated in my initial presentation to the Petition 

Committee in April, although a place in residence is primarily dependent on geographical location there 

has been and still are pupils who stay in Dalrymple Hall for social reasons.  The Dance School has taken 

a number of pupils out of areas of economic and social deprivation and nurtured their talent in dance 

and musical theatre.  The names of these pupils and their circumstances are confidential but can be 

evidenced. 

 

• In my initial presentation I stated that the number of places required in residence fluctuates depending 

on the geographical spread of where pupils come from.  Unfortunately, the residence has been put to 

the test this year due to the geographical spread of the new intake.  We know of several S5/6 pupils who 

will be travelling during the forthcoming academic year from outlying areas around Falkirk and Stirling.  

The campaign group strongly believes that this is an unacceptable daily commute for pupils who do not 

finish their school day until 5.50 pm.  According to the TravelScotland website these pupils will be 

travelling for nearly 4 hours a day.  This will not only impact their vocational training, but also their 

academic success.  As most tertiary courses are now at degree level, pupils not only require to be highly 

trained but also to have gained a minimum of three highers.  When are these pupils expected to find 

time for study support sessions and homework?  In addition during this campaign we have had the 

support of many experts in the field of dance.  Their opinion is that a long daily commute will inevitably 

lead to fatigue which in turn is known to cause physical injury most notably shin splints.  As a result of 
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these concerns, the campaign group strong disagrees with the suggestion of a reduction of the number 

of places or a change in the criteria to gain a residential place. 

 

I have noted the contents of the Director-General’s response to the Petition Committee and would like to make 

the following points: 

 

• As parents of pupils who are pursuing a career in the performing arts we are well aware of the benefits 

of investment in this field.  The former pupils of the Dance School of Scotland have brought considerable 

prestige to Scotland because they have been so efficiently trained from a young age and this is because 

we have a national school which filters the truly gifted pupils for such a career.  It is indeed sad that the 

Director General does not acknowledge the outstanding success of the individual pupils from this centre 

of excellence.  If one cares to look at the track record of these pupils, one will find that all have been 

much sought after by training centres in London, New York, Canada and now the first Scottish child has 

gained entry to the Bolshoi Ballet Academy in Russia.  Supporters of the school such as Andrew Lloyd 

Webber, Dame Judi Dench, Arlene Philips, etc. are aware that “the Dance School of Scotland is the only 

institution in Scotland capable of developing the boundless potential of the young people of Scotland in 

this field” (letter from Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber to Gordon Matheson, GCC dated 29th June 2010). 

 

• Given that it is a NATIONAL school, it is extremely disappointing to see that the Director-General for the 

Scottish Government delegates so much power to a local authority.  To the question “Will the Ministers 

meet with petitioners, etc” the response was “The provision of education in Scotland is the statutory 

responsibility of local authorities.  Any changes to the provision of education at Knightswood or other 

facilities would be for Glasgow City Council”.   This means that any local authority in which there is a 

NATIONAL centre of excellence can do whatever it sees fit with this provision which in our opinion, 

means that the Scottish Government is fudging its responsibilities to these pupils.  If this type of centre 

of excellence is truly a national target in the overall management of Scottish education then the Scottish 

Government should have a strategic plan and policy for the management of these unique provisions. 

The management of government at all levels is dictated by policy papers and after 27 years it is a 

serious fault that no strategic plan or policy has been agreed at national level. 

 

• As parents we are indeed grateful that Donald Dewar, First Minister, in his wisdom, was aware of the 

exceptional and outstanding output from the national Dance School of Scotland and he decided that it, 

along with the others, should be nationally funded.  He perceived this as a National School and saw it in 

a national context.  In our opinion therefore it is important that the Scottish Government take up his 

mantle and assure the youngsters of Scotland that if they have the talent, there will not only be a place 

for them but also a residential place if required.  Considerable funding as well as copious numbers of 

policies is produced by the Scottish Government on pupils with learning difficulties, social problems, 

behavioral problems, etc so it is only right that equivalent support is given to the very few Scottish pupils 

who are gifted in the field of performing arts and other areas. 
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• “Glasgow City Council has confirmed to Scottish Government officials that it is looking at alternative 

options, but should an alternative not be immediately available, arrangements have been made with the 

University of Glasgow to continue to lease Dalrymple Hall for the 2010-11 academic year”.  We have 

written confirmation from Neill Campbell, Estates Office, Glasgow University that they will NOT extend 

the lease beyond July 2011 for any potential leaseholder.  They wish to release capital through the sale 

of Dalrymple Hall.  Although some options have been explored by Glasgow City Council none of the 

options have been pursued to our knowledge.  However, with support from a Glasgow City Council 

Baillie we have presented a possible solution to Glasgow City Council on 29th June.  Our solution is to 

create a Trust to acquire and operate a residential facility.  We believe a Trust is an economically viable 

solution which will create a sustainable long term solution to enable the Dance School of Scotland to 

remain a truly national institution.  On Monday 9th August we learned that GCC is not in favour of the 

Trust proposal (information from Maureen McKenna via Council Baillie).  Although, we have not been 

given a definite rejection GCC intend to continue to look at other options.  We are unaware what these 

options are at the present time. 

 

• It is true that dance training is provided in other secondary schools, independent dance schools and in 

colleges of further education.  However, the above schools do not provide training at the vocational level 

provided by the Dance School.  The Dance School of Scotland provides the depth of training and 

curriculum for both male and female pupils that cannot be found elsewhere in the 11-18 years age 

bracket.  In the schools above pupils are in classes with pupils who take dance as a hobby or may be 

physically unsuitable for a career in dance.  Therefore, the pace of learning and the level of training will 

not be commensurate with that provided by the Dance School.  Pupils gain a place at the Dance School 

of Scotland through a rigorous audition process which includes a medical and physiotherapist 

examination.  Every year between 10 and 20 pupils are selected for the first year of the dance school 

from hundreds of applicants.  The same happens for the musical theatre courses.  All the pupils are 

exceptionally gifted pupils who are selected to be trained to go on to have exceptional careers in the 

fields of dance and musical theatre.  The pupil who has just gained a place at the Bolshoi Academy in 

Russia or the pupil who has just gained a place at Juilliard School in New York is the equivalent of an 

athlete winning a gold medal in the Olympics.  While the secondary schools who have a specialty in 

dance (eg. Denny H.S. in Falkirk or Broughton in Edinburgh) work towards Advanced Higher or HNC 

level, the dancers at the Dance School of Scotland of Scotland work up to RAD (Royal Academy of 

Dance) Advanced 2 level (equivalent to an honours degree in dance).  This means pupils who leave the 

Dance School of Scotland are not only the most highly qualified dancers in the UK but also the youngest 

to hold this level of dance qualification.  In the example above of Broughton in Edinburgh pupils do 7 

hours of dance a week and can do additional dance outwith the school.  At the Dance School of 
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Scotland pupils do over 20 hours of dance training a week and are required to train only with the Dance 

School of Scotland.  

 

 

Finally we are disappointed with the response from the civil servants who do not seem to be aware of the 

enrichment and enhancement to the many which these pupils will bring in the future. There is a very strong need 

for the Government to assure the nation that there will be a continuation of funding over the next few 

economically challenging years so that some form of stability can be brought to the residential needs of these 

especially talented pupils.  There is also a need for a serious review of centres of excellence by the Director 

General’s department as a means of drawing up guidelines, policies and a strategic plan for this aspect of 

Scottish national education. 

 

I have noted the contents of Councilor McGuigan, COSLA’s response to the Petition Committee and would like 

to make the following points: 

 

• We agree that the solution to the accommodation problem is not “straightforward”.  However, our 

understanding from a meeting we attended in July from Jamie MacDougall from the Scottish 

Government is that funding for national centres of excellence will not be affected by funding cuts.  Our 

view is that the challenge is to find suitable accommodation with sufficient places within the budget.  As 

previously stated in this document the Trust proposal is the most viable solution to achieve this goal.  

We continue to wish to work with both the Government and Glasgow City Council to find a long term 

solution which is acceptable to all parties. 

 


