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Dear Mr David 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PUBLIC PETITION PE 1322 
 
Thank you for your letter of 22 April 2010 seeking responses for the Public Petitions 
Committee on petition PE1322. The purpose of your letter was to seek a written response to 
the points raised during the discussion on the petitions held on 20 April; and the specific 
written questions for the Scottish Government raised by the Committee and set out on the 
webpages for these petitions. 
 
The points raised during discussion have been covered by the specific questions sent with 
your letter.  The petition asks that the Scottish Government demonstrates how it will ensure 
the viability and future of dance teaching and coaching in schools and colleges across 
Scotland and through a national centre of excellence.  
 
With reference to the question about the future of dance teaching and coaching across 
Scotland, it is the Government’s view that the expressive arts, including dance, play a central 
role in shaping our sense of our personal, social and cultural identity.   Learning in the 
expressive arts plays an important role in supporting children and young people to recognise 
and value the variety and vitality of culture locally, nationally and globally.  Participation in 
dance activities also contributes to young people's physical activities and can be readily 
linked to experiences and outcomes in physical education. 
  
We also know that cultural participation has the potential to improve self esteem, confidence 
and communications in children, young people and adults - as well as being fun and laying 
the foundations for life time interests and skills.  When culture and creativity are applied to 
enrich education and the curriculum, these benefits become part of the learning experience. 
 
Curriculum for Excellence includes a number of entitlements that all young people should 
experience.  These include access to a broad general education from early years through to 
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S3 that provides flexibility, breadth and depth across experiences and outcomes in all 
curriculum areas, including dance. 
  
At all levels throughout learning in the expressive arts children and young people will 
develop new skills and consolidate prior learning. Some of these skills (such as skills of 
communication, evaluation and leadership) are transferable while others (such as specific 
performance and technical skills) are specific to one or more of the expressive arts.  
 
The specific questions raised by the Committee have been reproduced below in bold, 
followed by the responses.  
 
How are you ensuring the viability and future of dance teaching and coaching through 
a national centre of excellence ? 
 
Through the continuing provision of support funding, the Scottish Government are ensuring 
the viability and future of dance teaching and coaching through the national centre of 
excellence which is the Dance School of Scotland at Knightswood Secondary School. 
 
What involvement do you have in the ongoing consideration of the residential 
arrangements of the existing Dance School of Scotland ? 
 
The statutory responsibility for the provision of education in Scotland rests with the 
appropriate local authority.  Any change in the residential arrangements at the dance school 
would be a matter for Glasgow City Council. 
 
How would the existing National Centre for Excellence remain truly “national” 
accessible to all pupils if residential accommodation is not provided ? 
 
Provision of adequate accommodation for boarding pupils is an important feature of the 
dance school.  Accommodation has been available since the school first opened and there 
are no plans to change this.  Glasgow City Council has confirmed to Scottish Government 
officials that it is looking at alternative options, but should an alternative not be immediately 
available, arrangements have been made with the University of Glasgow to continue to lease 
Dalrymple Hall for the 2010-11 academic year. 
 
What cultural and other benefits does the school bring ? Is it important that such a 
centre continues to exist ? 
 
The Scottish Government remains fully committed to the national Centres of Excellence, 
including the dance school at Knightswood Secondary School.  The physicality of dance, 
particularly classical ballet, demands intensive training from a young age.  The Dance 
School’s national remit and fully funded tuition ensures that anyone with potential talent can 
audition, ensuring opportunities for all to flourish and supporting the development of 
excellence and talent.  With the advent of Scotland’s first BA Modern Dance from September 
2009 (at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama), the full pathway of classical 
dance training is available in Scotland for the first time, ensuring more Scottish dance 
students remain here, developing their careers and supporting our growing dance sector. 
   
Knightswood brings clear benefits to the dance sector in Scotland in terms of developing 
emerging talent, supporting access to and participation in dance across all of Scotland’s 
communities and supporting pathways for aspiring dancers and dance professionals.  It is 
also worth noting in this context that the centre is unique in the UK in housing a dance 
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school within a state run secondary school, a structure which supports excellent dance 
provision and education for all pupils and indeed for the wider community, and which 
provides excellent evidence of the lasting and positive change that dance can bring.  That 
said, the school is not the only establishment where dance is taught.  The Curriculum for 
Excellence provides scope for dance to be taught in all local authority schools.  Dance, to 
examination level, is also taught in independent schools and further education colleges, all of 
which add to the ways in which children can experience the cultural and other benefits of 
participating in dance. 
 
Will you provide one off funding to assist with this issue ? 
 
The school is already in receipt of significant funding from the Scottish Government with 
annual funding of over £1.2 million rolled up into Glasgow City Council’s local government 
settlement to fund the running of the dance school. The Council have confirmed that this not 
inconsiderable amount is fully utilised by the school. 
 
Will the Minister meet with the petitioners, Glasgow City Council, the Dance School of 
Scotland and Glasgow University as a matter of urgency and then report to the 
Committee on what actions the Government will take to address this issue 
 
The provision of education in Scotland is the statutory responsibility of local authorities.  Any 
changes to the provision of education at Knightwsood or other facilities would be for 
Glasgow City Council.  In doing so, Ministers would expect them to consider the legitimate 
interests of those beyond Glasgow who are served by the school.  Scottish Ministers have 
no locus to intervene neither in the planning nor in the day to day running of any school.  
That said, Government officials have met with representatives of the school and Glasgow 
City Council to hear the outcome of their consultation and to ascertain how they are taking 
this issue forward.   
 
Should funding be ring fenced for all National Centres of Excellence ? 
 
Direct grants to local authorities are no longer provided by the Scottish Government for the 
Centre of Excellence schools.  As indicated above, funding previously allocated to local 
authorities as grants for the centres has now been rolled up into their local government 
settlement.  Glasgow City Council will continue to receive over £1.2 million for the dance 
school as part of that settlement. 
 
What would be your views on setting up a trust to ensure the future of the Dance 
School of Scotland and what type of support would you provide ? 
 
As schools are the responsibility of the appropriate local authority, this would be for Glasgow 
City Council to consider.  I understand that the Council have already responded to the 
Committee on this issue and said that they are open to a wide range of solutions. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
SARAH HART, Business Manager - DG Education 
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