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Note to new PPC from Communities Against Airfield Open Cast - 20.06.11 
 
 
Petition 1320 – Amending Planning Circular 3/2009. 
 
I am writing to you in my capacity as Chairperson of Communities Against Airfield Open Cast (CAAOC), 
prior to Tuesday’s meeting of the Parliamentary Petition’s Committee to briefly draw you attention to a 
couple of aspects of our petition which we feel perhaps merit your special attention. I realise that you will 
have been issued with the relevant papers and apologise in advance for this additional note but the hiatus 
created by the Scottish Parliament recession during the election period has perhaps created an anxiety on our 
part concerning possible loss of momentum. 
 
Our petition as you know seeks to amend Planning Circular 3/2009 in order to give neighbouring local 
authorities the same status as Government Agencies in triggering notification and potential call-in of a 
planning application to Ministers when that application relates to a major development with cross border 
implications which is a departure from the Development Plan.  This petition arose when Scottish Coal 
applied to open cast mine for coal through an application to Midlothian Council when the main negative 
impacts of this development would have been experienced by residents in East Lothian. The application was 
subsequently rejected but we feel the underlying principle needs to be addressed by the relevant minister. 
 
Without going into detail we would like to underline once more the importance of the proposed amendment 
in correcting a serious democratic deficit. The power of citizens at the ballot box to pass judgment on their 
elected representatives, based on the consequences of the decisions they make in government, is at the very 
heart of constitutional democracy. Residents in neighbouring authorities who are the recipients of decisions 
by local councillors in another authority over whom they have no electoral sanction are being fundamentally 
disenfranchised. Our proposed amendment would allow the Minister to make a judgement and correct this 
democratic deficit to some degree at least. 
 
Our petition has had considerable support from a number of expert authorities, in particular the Royal Town 
Planning Institute which in its evidence to the Committee expressed concern about controversial 
developments with cross-border or regional implications. It also agreed that there was a democratic deficit 
here which needs to be addressed. In addition Iain Gray MSP has appeared before the PPC to express 
support. Colin Beattie, the new MSP for Midlothian North and Musselburgh is also fully behind our petition. 
 
We are anxious to see the Committee move this petition on in some way, first by inviting the Minister to 
appear before the Committee in order to respond to the many issues raised in the course of this petitions 
progress over the last year or so. We would also be pleased if the PPC might consider referring this matter to 
the Local Government Committee of the parliament since democracy in local government is an important 
part of its remit. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Douglas McKenzie  
 
Chair - CAAOC 
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